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INTRODUCTION. 



JiiVERY word of God b precious- Let no mzn, 
Aercfore, pretend that there are come parts erf the 
BiUet from which he can derire iktk iastructiofu 
The blsune is in yourselYes^ if you do not find ima^ 
Mres mcMre precious than fold, in that 4nexhaus^ie 
aai^e of aacred knowledge^ the HoSy Scrtptnre. • 

But you will perhaps say. We find little men^ke^ 
^ the name or mttril^iites of God, and still le^ 
menticm of Christ and of salvation, in same books> 
or poi||gns oi books, in the Old Testament. In 
the wl^ bode of Esther^ for instance, the name of 
God does not once occur. Can that book come 
from God, or give us instruction in the knowlec^ 
of him, that does not once make mention of hi&. 
name ? 

The first question here to be considered is, Whe« 
ther we have airy good proof that this book isoj 

* r J* / 
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? If we have not, let us hold it |||^ v^ 
ion which it appears to us, after ] 
Tve. If we have, we ought to bd 
s.profitabre for doctrine, for repJ 
for instruction in righteousness ; 
it is every way wpTthyi^,>ilt*dl 
of the gracious design for whicS he 
:d to be published to the sons of ^n^en. 
'Ili2t it 18 divinely inspired, you know aiid Qon* 
fe«s« You have the same reason, indeed, for be- 
Ittving that it comes from God, th^t you have for be- 
lieving the divine inspiration of the pther books of 
the, Old Testament* To the Jews, says Paul, were 
comfnitted the oracles of God, From the J^ws, 
who lived in the days of Christ, and of his apostl^s^ 
v» are authorised to receive as authentic what9v>e# 
books were acknowledged by their church as p*it« 
of dbe divine oracles. They have put into ctu« 
hands the book of Esther, as well as the books of 
Moftes.: And although some have pretended, that 
the Jews treat this book with less respect than their 
Q^h^t scriptures, because the name of God is not 
found in it } yet learned men, better informed on 
the subject, assure us, that no book of scripture, 
after the books of thet lawgiver, is held in higher 
estimation by the Jews, than the book of Esther. 

la the name of God not in this book ? If the 
wonderful vrorks of God declare his name to be 
near, it is written in large characters in the book o£ 
Esther, which gives us an account of one of the 
most wonderful interpositions of God in ancient 
times, for the salvation of his people. 

Is 
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Is the name of our Lord 
found in this book ? Are we 
by Mo^es, and the prophets ^ 
the Son of God, the Angel of 

his name is, was the Saviour of Israel in every 
age ♦ ? Was he not, then, the Author of the great 
deliverance wrought for his people in the days of 
Esther ? and do wc not learn the glory of his grace^ 
and wisdom, and power, from this work of his hand ? 
For what end did God cause his ancient oracles 
to be written ? Asaph informs us, Psal. Ixxviii. 5. 
— 8. And do we find any of the books of the Old 
Testament better fitted for the important purpose 
there mentioned ? Do we not learn from this book, 
if we are not absolutely unteachable^ to " set our 
hope in God, and not to forget the works of God, 
but to keep his commandments ?" 

But let us read this book with attention. Let. us 
consider the instructions plainly conveyed in it to our 
minds. Let us meditate upon the glorious works 
recprded in it. Let us supplicate God to open our 
eyes, that we may see the wonderful things of his 
law. Then shall we know whether this book is from 
God or not. In the mean time, we need not trouble 
ourselves with'the question, Why the name of God 
k not to be found, in the letters of it, in this book i 
It is found in it in such a form, as will strike with 
admiration, and inspire with holy affections, all who 
have learned that « the Lord is known by the 
judgements which he executes." 

A2 DIS- 

* Exod. iii, ^3.; Gen. ilv'iiu 6. 7. j P«al. Ixviii. x§. 19. 
Compare £ph, iv« ^. 
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.—Chip, i, 1. — 10. 



Ver. 1. — Npw it came to pass in the days of Ahaiut- 
rus^ lathis IS Ahasuerus wbicb reigned from Inik 
^ven unto Ethiopia^ over an hundred and seven ani 
twenty provinces), 

It is the opinion of those who seem to have consi- 
dered the matter with mostt attention, that the Aha- 
suerus here mentioned was Artaxerxes Longimanus, 
one of the most humane and most prosperous of the 
kings of Persia, of a quite different character from 
the Ahdsuerus spoken of in the third chapter of the 
book of Ezra. 

This prince was lord of a great part of the worlc!. 
He reigned over an hundred and twenty-seven pro- 
vinces, some of them large enough to have ma3e 
powerful kingdoms. What rich gifts hath God often 
bestowed on men who know him not ! Think noti 
however, that God is more liberal to his enemies 
than to his friends. Some of the vilest of men pos^ 
sessed all the great and large dominions of the Per- 
sian empire. But if God has bestowed on yoti the 
least measure of true faith, of unfeigned love, of 
^unaffected kumility, he hath bestowed on you trea- 
sures of inestimably greater value than all the pos- 
sessions of Artaxerxes Longimanus, or of Nero. It 
would be unreasonable and impious to think, that 
his 4oHations to «'uch m^n as ^hfe la9t-menti€>ifed 

' V> T " 'ptirtc^i 
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^ AHASUERUS'S fEAST. 5 

prince, the disgrace of thrones, could bear any pro- 
portion in Talue with his gifta to the poorest and 
meanest of th^ objects of his special love; The 
richest of earthly blessings are but curses to those 
who are not enabled to make a good use of them. 
Soacie of the objects of the love of God in Christ 
Jesus are malted, and destitute of daily food, till they 
^e suppUed by the hand of charity ; but they are 
<< blessed with all spiritual blessings in heavenly 
things in Christ." v 

« Ahasuer us reigned from India even to Etliippia:" 
A vast extent of country, much larger than the do- 
ntbions of David or Solomon, when they reached 
« from the river ta the ends of the earth," or of the • 
land. Why, ^hen, did God so often speak of the 
vast extent of dominion given to these princes, as a 
testimony of his ipt ciat favour, when he has given 
much larger dominiooa to many who called not ^ 
his name ? The iextent of the dominions of David 
and Solomon were pledges of his kindness to then$, 
askings o£ his own people* to whdm God shewed 
forth hb covenant- faithfuhiess, not only in giving 
them the large iitheritance promised to their fathers, 
but in making them « the head, and not the tail," . 
among their neighbours. David and Solomon were 
blessed in the great extent of their dominions, be- 
cause the sphere of their usefulness and virtues was 
thereby enlarged. A curse is mingled with all the 
prosperity of sinners, because they know not how to 
use or to enjoy, but are disposed, by their corrupt 
tempers, to abuse every thiiig which they possess. 
But it is chiefly to be observed on this subject, tK^I^^^ 
A3 - -J^^^ /^ 
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6 AHASUERUS*S FEAST, 

the extent of" the dominion given to David and So- 
^ lomon is to be considered as a shadow of the vjst" 
extent of dominion which was to he given tor the 
true Son of David, whom all people, and nali<m5, 
and languages, were to obey. Ahasuerus reigned 
from India to Ethiopia. David, in the person of 
his glorious Son, was to be the head of all the hea- 
then, of all the nations from the rising of the «mi t« 
his going down. 

VfiR. 2. & 3 — Thnt in those days, when thi ikg 
Ahasuerus sat on the throne ©/* his kingdom^ wbiA tias 
in Shushan the palace y in the third year of hit nigih 
he made a feast unto (tU his prinees, and his ser^ants^i 
the power of Persia and Media , the nobles andpri$^s 
<f the prcroinces^ being before him* 

This prince did not sit quietly on the throne of 
his kingdom in the beginning of his reign. By'tte 
wicked artifices of Artabanus, who had killed his 
father, he was persuaded to kill his own brother, 
Darius 5 and he was under the necessity of disputh^ 
the throne with' another brother, whom be subdueci) 
after detecting and punishing the wickedness of Ar- 
tabanus, who wished to destroy h^m, and seize his 
throne. When he obtained the peaceable and se^ 
cure possession of his throne and kingdofp, be made 
a feast, that his princes and servants might rejoice 
with him. 

"A feast is made for laughter :" And we do not 
blame the prince for calling his ministers and prinees 
to celebrate a festival on an occasion happy for him- 
self, and for his kingdom. Yet it would have been 
more honourable for him to have feasted less, and to 

have 
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IHASUERUS S FEAST. 7 

have testified his jay in thanksgivings to him by whom 
kings reign ; and at the same time his grief, that the 
death of two brothers should have been found or 
supposed necessary to his own security, and to the 
peace of the empire. It can scarcely be supposed, 
that a prince so humane would ever entirely forgive 
himself for the death of his elder brother, when he 
found that there was not the least ground for those 
reports whicbjnduced him to consent to his destruc- 
tion. " But the heart knoweth its own bitterness \'' 
and often the policy of the great obliges them to 
conceal it under the appearance of joy. 

Ver. 4. — When be ihenoed ibie riches 9/ his gjoriotts 
Ungdoffif and the honour of hir txteUenf majesty ^ many 
daysy even an hundred and fourscore days. 

Many days, even an hundred and fourscore days ! 
What intolerable feasting was t^is \ Did not the 
king see that he was turning a pleasure into a bur- 
den too heavy to be borne i Who would not rather 
be condemned ta work in the galHes for a whole 
year, than to perpetual feasting: for the half of that 
time ? Solomon said in his heart, « Go to now, I will 
prove thee with mirth 5 therefore enjoy pleasure.'* 
But (possibly before half a week elapsed) he said, 
•< This also is vanity.'* •« He said of laughter. It is 
madness, and of mirth, What doth it T' I believe 
* all those princes, who had the honour to partake of 
Ahasuenxs's feast, said so in their hearts, whatever 
language flattery might dictate to their lips. 

Epicurus himself, who placed happiness in plea- 
sure, enjoined temperance as a necessary means of 
pleasure. An author of our own nation justly^ 

A 4 jj!?l'es,' 
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B AHASVERUSS F£AST. 

serTc$, that, when a great mulritadc of alluring 
dishes are set upon a table, a wise man may see pal- 
sies apoplexies, and oiher grievous or mortal di$* 
tempers, lurking amoi^st them. What disorders of' 
the head, of the stomach, of the bowels, of the 
spirits, must have been the effect of an half year's 
gormandizing and drunkenness, (for the Perskna 
piqued themselves in their ^rength to drink wine, 
and mingle strong drink). Dearly did they pay for 
their entertainment. 

Poor men, who are unable to provide for them-'* 
selves any thing beyond the ba've necessaries of life, 
are apt to envy those who hav0 it in their power to 
fare sumptuously every day» Be persuaded, if you 
desire to be c<»iteflt widi your condition, that happi- 
mss dofs not lie in the abundance of the things 
which a man possessetk^ or in the rich entertaimnents 
which h^ is abk to furnish out for himself or has 
friends. A person of quality observes *, in his wovks, 
•^ That the richi if they do not in many things con- 
form to the poor, particularly in temperance (some- 
times even abstinence) and labour, will be the worse, 
and not the better, for their riches." This remark he 
makes as ^he result of his own large compass of ob- 
servation f for he had been frequently in foreign 
countries, add had an extensive acquaintance with 
• the great. Could not Jesus have furnished oat as* 
elegant an entertainment for those whom he fed by 
miracles, as Ahasner us to his noble guests ? And 
yet he fed them otdy with barley-loaves and fishes. 

Couid 
* Sir William Temple. 
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AHAStJEHt^g'S FEAST. 9 

Could not God have brought wkie, as easily as vat^j 
out of the rock for the refreshme&t of his people ? 

B«t, <k> yoo think that yom would be really hap- 
py, if you were admitted to a banquet as rich, and 
of as kmg eontinuance, as that of Ahasuerus ? Well^ 
you shall have a feast farnther^ and of faff longer 
condduatice, if you will beliere the wbrds of {Solo- 
mon, and follow hh directions t « He that is of a 
merry (or chearf^) heart, hath a continual feast.'' 
« Wisdom hath builded her bouse, she hath hewn 
out her seven pillars, she hath Aim her oxen, she 
hath mingled her wine.** Surely the feast which 
wisdom hath provided, the eternal, the personal 
Wisdom of God, h as much richer than this magni- 
ficent feast of Aba^uerus, as the heaven is higher 
than the earth* True, you will say ; of. this there 
can be no doubt. But where are the happy men 
that are invited to this' feast f— Tou are invited. You 
shall partake of this precious entertainment, if you 
do not turn a deaf ear to the voice of Ae eternal 
Word: <« Who6©is ^iRpk,''^8ays the Wisdom of God> 
w let him turn in hither : Come, eat of my bread> 
and dtink of the wine which I l^ve mingled **" " 

<« When he shewed the riches of his gicyyious 
kingdom, and the honour of his excellent majesty .^ 

Poor man J little ^id ho know whereitt> true 
riches, and glory, and royatiyconsteied. Map{>ywerfe 
those kings ^at \^?¥^ in S^loifnon^^ day^ and heard 
his wisdom. If Abasuerus had enjoyed this advan- 
tage, he would have learnt, that the land is to bfe 
pitied « whow princes eat in the morftmg," anci that 
. ■ , A 5 -' ■ jL 

« Prov. ix. 4. 5. ^ 
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10 jIHlStJEKUsV FEAST. 

the land is happy ^ whose prim;et ^t in due season^ 
for strength, and not f^r drunkenness." 

It is said of the father of Louis XV. Kmg of 
France, that when his' preceptor one day was speak* 
ing of this feast of Aha&aerus, and wondered how 
the Prince of Persia could find patience for such 
a long feast, he replied, that his yronder was, 
how he could defray the expence ol it, . He was 
afraid, that the provinces would be compelled .to ob- 
.serve a fast for it. On another occasidn^ the same 
•prince saad, that he did not understand how a king 
should taste un mingled joy at a feast, unless he 
■could invite all his subjects to partake j or unless be 
could be assured, at l^east, that none of them wouM 
■go supperkst to bed. Had this prince lived to reign, 
•and retaitted such sentiments, he wojuild have taught 
liis people, by their happy experience, whejein the 
true glory of a king consists. . . 

Ver. 5. — Aad when these days were exfiiredf tie 
Ung made a feast unto ail the pe9pie that vsere prtsesa 
in Shushan thepala€e^ hoth ufO^ great mtdsmnili^^en 
days in the court of the gardea. of tbekk^s palace. 

This generous prince did not despise the poor of 
-his people, but wished them to taste, for once, of his 
bounty. For small and great, in the royal city, he 
ordered a fe^^ of seven days to be prepared* . All 
that vi^re wise sM^mmg them wOnU think seven dajis 
enough, or too much) to be spent in es^ng and 
drinking. Job thought one day at a Ume was ra- 
ther too much, than too little, to be employed ia 
feasting. In the days of his sons' feasting, he >r$^ 
afraid that in their mirth they might. lose their re* 

verence 

Digitized by LaOOQ V 



lHlSt7EEtls's FEIST. 11 

▼erence for God, and provoke him to anger against 
them ; and therefore, while they were eating and 
drinking, he was praying for them, that they nught 
be preserved from sin. Christ himself sometimes at- 
tended feasts in the days of his abode on earth ; and 
therefore it cannot be unworthy of his followers, or 
proper occasions, to partake of a feast. But, what- 
ever heathens might do, let the followers of Christ 
endeavour, on festival or on other occasions, to be- 
have as Christ did. 

As the king of Persia could not furnish a house 
for so many guests as were invited to his entertain- 
ment, pavilions were prepared for them in the pa- 
lace-garden. 

Ver. 6. — IVbere were whitey green, ami blue l^ang'* 
ings^ fastened with cords of fine linen and purple^ to 
lilver ringSy and pillars cf marble : the beds were of 
gold and silver^ upon a pavemeni ofredj and blue, and 
vuhite, and black marble*^ 

Learned men are not agreed about the exact meanw 
ing of the words which we render red, and blucj 
and black marbfe. Certain it is,, that every thing 
on this occasion was suited to the state of the king, ' 
and fitted to give high ideas to the people of his 
riches and magnificenee.^ The guests would reckon 
themselves happy to be admitted to the view of such 
splendour, and to t«ke their seats on beds of gold 
and silver. Yet it is questionable, whether^ their 
pleasure would be very great at the end of the first, 
w of the second day. Every day we behold^ more 
glorious scene in the canopy of the heav<^9i^ spread 
©yet our heads.^ The roses and the lilies^ ^H^ti 
A 6 i^ovn 
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adorn our gardens, are more beautiful than any of 
the prodiKtions of art which roy^l wealth can call . 
forth. The earth w full of God's riches. The hea- 
vens shew forth his glory. Those who delight to 
hare their eyes and their minds at once entertained, 
can be at no loss, though they are for from royal 
pakces^ when the earth displays her beaut^, and 
the stars their glory. 

An ancii?nt father, when he first set his foot in 
Rome, at that time the mistress and the wonder of 
the world, made this pious observation : *< If an 
earthly kingdom is so glorious, how glorious must 
the New Jerusalem be I" If you account those men 
happy who were feasted in the royal gardens of Sho- 
shan, how blessed must those be, who are admitted 
to an eternal feast in Christ^s Father's house ! Gold, 
and silver, and pearls, are but poor emblems of its 
celestial splendour* 

Ver, 7. — And they gave them drink in vessels of 
goid, the vesseis hing di^rers one froftr another^ and royal 
wine in ahundunte^ actordingto the state of the king, 

A certain king, asking a philosopher's advice how 
he should behave, was counselled by him, << always 
to remember that he was a king." Ahasuerus re- 
membered that he was a king in Jiis feasts^ His 
wine was royal ; his wine-vessels were of gold : every 
thing was according to the stj^e of the king. 

Blessed are they that dtuU drink new wine with 
Christ in his Father's kingdom. Every thing there 
is according to the state of the King of kings. His 
ientertainments are worthy of his infinite grandeur 
and tove. If all wise princes make it theur rule to 

be 
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ARAtU£RUft'» YEAST. ' 13 

be VA» themsehres in every thing they do, it it not 
tobe leared diat God will ever deny himself. 

VfiK. B,^.-mAnd the drinking was according to the 
law; none did compel: for so the king bad appointed 
to ail the officers of his beuse^ fbat they should do aC" 
cording to every man's pleasure. 

None was compdled to drink lest or mere than 
he pleased. The king's officers had positive orders 
to leave all his gqests, poor or rich, to please them- 
selves in the quantity or quality of the wine. This 
heathen prince behaved better than many Christian 
landlords, if we can call those men Christians, who 
tyrannize over the will and consciences of their 
guests, by forcing them to make themseWes brutes, 
and to expose themselves to the damnation of hell; 
Are not men made brutes, when they are compel- 
led, by importunate solicitations, to drink away their 
reason ? Is not drunkenness one of those works of 
the flesh which bring the wrath of God on the 
children of disobedience i Wliat Habakkuk says tb 
the king of Babylon^ in figurative language, is true 
in the literal sense : « Woe unto him that giveth. 
his neighbour drink, tibat puttest thy bottle to him, 
and makest him drunken also, that thou mayeSt 
lock on^eir nakedne«i.'* 

Wise mA wffl not be forced by any consideration 
to ^*at or drink more than the laws of temperance al- 
low. They will not be teazed to destroy their own 
health, or their souls, by drinking the healths of 
the greatest men in the nation, l^e msm who would 
compel them to wouftd their oW||jouls, by sinning 
against God, they wilh view in no Setter a light than 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



H AHISUERUS'S FEA«T. 

a bjjrbarian, who puts a sword into their hamb, aarf 
requires theiji to sheathe it in their own bowels. 

It was the law of the Persians^ that no man should 
be compelled to drink more than he pleased ; and 
the king ordered this law to be observed in his feast. 
Did an absolute prince pay such regard to the laws 
of his country, and to the liberty of his subjects? and 
shall not Christians pay an equal regard to the laws 
of their religion I Are these laws less obligatory ' 
. upon us ^t feasts, than on other occasions ? Shall 
'We requite the liberal Giver of all good things with 
insults on liis authority,, at the very time our table is^ 
covered by his bounty? No; in eating and drink- 
ing, and in every thing we do, we should remember 
the chief end of man. — In one thing we ought io 
go farther than the Persian prince. He would suffer 
no man to^be compelled to drink: We should suffer 
no man to drink too much m our houses without 
compulsion; otherwise, we are accessory to the 
guilt and ruin* of our ne^hbour. If we saw him^ ' 
through heedlessness, in dancer of falling over a 
precipice, and breaking hi»' neck,, would we not 
reckon it an act of charity to iiold him back by forc^? 
If we saw him about to swallow some deadly poison, 
would we not seize upon th{>^vessel which*contai«eri 
it, and cry aloud to hini to do himself tio harm I 
.Perhaps we may be made the song of .fools fpar re- 
fusing to drunkards the means of gmifying their 
intemperate appetites. But better to be the song 
of foolsji than to offend Cod by neglecting to strive 
against sin.^ If we exefcise lihecality when it is our 
dutjT) we are in no danger of being reputed misers, 
for exercising our authority in our own houses, ia 
matters wherein it ought to be exerted. o^Ie 
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Ver. 9 Aito Vasbti the qinen viadi a feast for 

the women^ in the royal bouse which belonged to King 
Abasue^us* 

The King. did not grudge to hb <)ueen, and to 
die women of Shushan, the pleasures which he al- 
lowed to himseif and to his male subjects, as far as 
they could be enjoyed without indeeeiKy. It woiild 
have been dangerous to morals, and inconsbtent 
with received usages, for the queen and the ladies 
of Shushan to have associated with the other sex in 
their banquet ; but they had a feast by themselves^ 
in which they doubtless respected the laws of deco- 
rum and temperance. 

It has been justly accounted an instance of grie- 
vous tyranny amongst the nations of the East, that 
the women are excluded from society with men. 
But every thing may be carried to excess. How 
many mischiefs does the unrestrained intercourse of 
the sexes occasion in many public diversions ! Let 
not women be locked up in their chambers, as if 
they were criminals that must be held under close 
restraint ; but let them not use their liberty for an 
. Occasion to the gratification of idleness, or a spirit 
of dissipation. Let them beware of that society 
that would corrupt their morals, or stain their cha- 
racter. Let tbem keep at a distance from those 
scenes of riot ai|d festrvity, whete ^ foolish talking 
and jesting, which are not conveoieijt," are likely 
to be heard. They are -not obedient to .Christ, 
speak^iby his apostles, if they ai^ tibt <( keepers 
at home," and if shamefacedftess^nd sobriety ane 
not better ornaments in their estimaia<»i th^ g old> 
and pearls, and costly array. ^^ 
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THE DISOBEDIENCE AND DIVORCE OF 
VASHTI—tHAP. i. ia._2l. 



Ver. 10. & ll.-rO/* the seventh day^ whn the 
Jfeart of the king was merry with winef be (ommaaded 
Mehummff Bi^tha, HarbouMj Bi^tha, ami Abagtbth 
Zethar, andCarcast^ the seven chamherlaif^s thai served 
in the presence of Ahasuerus the king^ to bring Vkshti 
the queen before the king with the crawn-royal^ to 
shew the people and the princes her beauty / for she 
was fair to look on* 

'^ Wilis it a mocker, strong drink is ragmg ; and 
wbo^oeyet'is decehred dbfitdby is not -wise/' Ahii- 
«ueni$.!fornief}7 braved Uie z)ang. ^Hir^wtiii, 
and the T^saela in vkids it was ^niik, virere 'co^i, 
accordifig totlKjB(bitoof die kbf^l bMnowtebe^ 
lufiour i^ U«ft <me of. the Tviii £eIlo«rs, Hebd^^ts 
of. the extctoftokry beauty of his vKife. fai da* 
fiance of idw Jbiws of depehcy, heiintt'nmliaEve 
her brtHitght 'inta.a^dhioken asseniUy of princes and 
pea$anta for a pnblic ahsw. Wiiat r is ^it that ^fm 
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dittt d^raded the great king i An honest peasant^ 
.thit koowa how to guide his affiitrs, and to. govern 
his family with discretion^ is more truly royal than 
AhasiieruSy exposiag bb ahaofte before his people* 
Wine has tr^sformcd him from a king to a down» 
or som^hiBg below a down. It is said, that the 
Spartana used to compel Aetr stares to intoxicate 
themselves^ that they might shew them in their 
Cttps to their children^ and tbu6 produce in their 
minds a perpetual detestation of this worse than 
beatdy rice. You have no occ^ion to brii^ drunken 
men into the {uresence of your children. ^.Scripture 
gives you pictures of this vice, sufficient for your 
adnonition an4 theirs* It is plain, from the in. 
stance before us, that a sober slave ia more respect- 
s'^ than a drunken king« 

<« The crown of the vrise is their riches ; but the 
foc^sfaaess of £oob b foOf:' Tks foolishness of 
ridi and gnat fools is loUy in its exaltation. The 
great king sends not a mtnist servant on the fooKsh 
bu»ness of bringing Vaditi before him ; but he 
sends seven of. his h^ lords, in all the pomp of 
state, to conduct the <{ueen ; and she niust come 
with the cxown-royal upon her bead, that not only 
Vashti, but royalty itself, might be disgraced in 
her person, when she was made a gazing-stock to ' 
Ae people with her royal ornaments. 

^ She was fair to look upon ;"--and all the princes 
and the peo^de must, for once, be gratified with a 
sight of her charms, that they might admire the 
ktcfg's happiness in the possessbn of such tmrivaUed 
beauty. Vain man! Did he not know, that the^ 
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most glorious hezutj of the human face is but a 
facing flower ? Still less <Jid he know, that diis . 
teauty, in a day's time, w^ould be no longer his" 
property, and that he would lose the possessicm of 
it by his own folly. Let those who hare wives, 
however beautiful, be as though they haithem not v 
for the fashion of this world passeth away. 

Ver. l^.^^But the queen Vashti refused to come at 
the king^s commandment by his chamberlains: thgrefare 
was the king very wrath, and his anger burned in^him^ 

Learn from this part of the history, that *« favour 
is deceitful, and beauty is vain ; but a woman tha«t 
:feareth the Lord, she shall be praised.^ A beauti- 
-ful woman, destitute of virtupus principles, wtll> 
by the frowardness of her temper, and her rebellioii 
against those whom she is bound to obey, discover 
a souLmore deformed by pride and selfishness, tiban 
her body can be beautified by nature and art com- 
'bined ; but a woman that £eareth the Lord will cut. 
tivate faumiHty and se}f-deniaK She will shew^ a 

* ready dispositioh to give honour and obedience to 
whom honour and pbedieiK:e are due ; because she 
makes the wiU of the Lord the rule of her conduct. 

• Vashti had good reason to beg to be excused from 
appea^ng in a company where too many .were mer- 
ry with wine $ and it is probable, t^t if she had 
sent her humble request to the king to spare her 
modesty, he might have recalled his orders. The 
king's word was not, like the laws, sealed with the 

-king's sfial. . But Vashti gave a flat and unqualified 
.refusal to the king's orders, announced by liis ho- 
•nou^ble princes* She v^ry probably thought she 

wa& 
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was $iipp<:»rtrng the decorum of her sex. But in 
the judgement of the king's wisest counsellors) she 
was eitposihg herself by her disobedience to just 
puni^nnent ; and she was really acting under the 
influence of pride, covered with the appearance of 
modesty. Tiie king's command was foolish ; but 
her disobedience was not wise. She was in no dan- 
ger of being insulted by indecent words, or wanton 
glances, in the presence of her royal husband, whose 
frown was d^eath to his subjects. She thought site 
was supporting the honour of her sex. But did she 
not see that she was afFironting her husband^ and her 
*king, not only before his chamberlains, but before 
all hia people ? if he suffered his own family to 
•trafmpte upon his afuthority, his respectability a- 
amongst his other sub^c^ must have been greatly 
'lessened. The qanmk is the &rst subject in the king- 
dom ; she ought, therefore, to go before all the 
'^ither^ttl^tf , in Bhem^iog a becoming deference to 
-die ' king's pleasiire. : la fike manner, the wives of 
'odier men who have servsmts or children to govern, 
are utterly inexcoseable, if they do not, by such obe- 
dience as is required from wives, render the author!- 
* ty of their husbands respected in the family. This 
is a matter of such importance, that Paul will not 
allow thc^e men to be chosen to rule in the church, 
Twho have not the |f>ower to govern their own houses : 
« For if a man," says he, " know hot how to rule 
his own house, how shall he rule the church of 
God?". 

I will not come) said Vashti ^ and all the persi»u- 
sions of the great men sent to^ ccmducrher could not 
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prevail upott her to give ntidf^tidv ta the kmg. Skc 
is too often imittted by voriieri wfco hme pfodii*e4 
obedience to dietr husbands. They will alledge» that 
the meatting of their promiM waSp that tkey were to 
obey their hu^Mtndf in all reasonable thmgf . If by 
reasonable thisige tbef me«it thii^s.iQ which thety 
could gWe obedience with a good coofieienci^t the 
limitation wonSd be very proper* But a moie fre- 
quent meaning; vrhich they have hit the expamioa 
IS) things which please their own humours^ If ii»6e 
only are the matters in which they are dtsposed to 
yield obedience, Ae promise oi^tt never to hare 
been made ; for whenever they codfotm them^hi«ft 
to their own humouri rather than 'to the known 
will of their hu^ands» thoy break a sokmat pro- 
mise; and thus,, in the ceotte of ^hbbr -fivat, heap 
pdlt upon guilt by many >iol«tiott» of t&e.ooveiHBiC 
of their God. i - - . 

Let^us notyhowerer, oicdvdiftflother obmrvadon 
^suggested by the worda b^re tis^ £a^ the adinoflo* 
tionof husbands. If diry expect 4oe;obt^Wsee 
from thdf wives, let them be ahvlyt reascmahle in 
their commands ; otherwise, half the guik of the 
disobedience of their wives will remain with tixm- 
fttves. You see, that all the authont^ of -thie 
greatest king in the world could not ;nudi^ Vaahti 
obedient to a fooUsh command. She wffl. rather 
encounter the king^s wrath \ and <^ the wrath of a 
king is like messengers of death." She wiUradier 
risk the loss of her royal dignity, than come into a 
drunken company, at the order of Ahasueruv him- 
self. Norar. itt^pose a burden: ntpon your wife, 

which 
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which eiiiier £wnale delicacy, or her particular tem- 
pi^', /which you ought to knowy will render too hea^ 
vy fcr her )to bear. 

«* Hiorefoce wa« .the king very ^rroth, and his 
anger bisnted in him."-*>He was confounded and 
sthocbed at the nnexpected disappointment. He 
hoped to shew to all Jiis princes and people in Shu- 
shan how happy he was, and only shewed ihem his 
misery. He boasted of has wife's beauty ; and she 
shewed how little respect she entertained for her 
husband and her* king. Wh«i he expected the rea- 
diest jobedience, he naet wiih avowed rebellion. 
The person,im»t indebted to him in all 1ms domi- 
ak>as^ was the first to set an example (rf opposition 
tohis wilL. . 

I^ husbands aasd wives remember^ thattliere are 
no persons in the world fibm whom they have re* 
ceived n»re deciaivr testimonies of esteem and rf* 
£ection^ than from pne\aT>other ; and therefore, that 
tihiere ate oo perseo^ from v^hom any instances of dis- 
isespect w31 ht taken in Wotsc part, unless they have ^ 
cbcained a great command of their temper. Hus- 
bands» ynofvoke not to anger your wives, who have 
placed such confidence in yoUi that they have given 
you themselves. Wives, do not dishonour those 
bssbandsy who hav^ chosen you from among aH the 
rest of your sex, to commit t© you the care of thdr 
comfort and their honour. 

Beware of being too easily provoked by the be» 
loviour of your husbands or wives. They liave not 
treated you, you say, as tliey ought to have done. It 
«iKiysbe«>, Bttt^ pflrfiajls, if you d*dy consider your ^^ 
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own conduct, you may find that a part o£ ihs blame 
is your own.. Was Vashti ever wont to treat Aha- 
suerus as she now did ? No. He had never treated 
her before as he now treated Ker, and her resentment 
was kindled at the indecent proposal of being nxade 
a spectacle to all the people in Shushan. She could 
not be justified ; but if Ahasuerus had considered 
how much of the blame lay upon himself, be might 
have moderated his anger, and tnmed a great part 
of it upon himself, 

Ver. 15,*^ Then the iing said to the wise men^ 
which knew the times y (for so was the king^s matmer 
towards all that knew law and judgement^ 

It was a good advice given to Augustus Caesar by 
the philosopher Athenadorus, when he found him- 
self angry, never to speak or act under the influence 
of this passion, till at least he had repeated the 
Greek alphabet. By the time when he had clone 
so, the philosopher thought his passion would be so 
far calmed, that his judgement would have liberty to 
operate. Ahasuerus was wise in taking the advice 
of his wise men, when his anger burned within 
him, before he would inflict any punishment on 
Vashti. He wduld have acted still more wisely, if 
he had delayed the matter till his passion was aba* 
"ted, and till he considered how much himself was 
to blame. 

<« In the multitude of counsellors is safety,'' 
«ays Solomon. Not only kings, but also private 
persons, often need wise counsels, especially-when 
they are hurried away by their passions. But our 
loss is^ that at such times we are more unfit thati 

usual 
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usual to receive council. Anger has been justly 
said to be a short madness j and yet we never think 
ourselves so wise as when this fit of madness is 
upon us. 

Every man is not fit to be a counsellor. Aba- 
suerus took advice with his wise men, who knew 
the times, and who knew laws and judgement. 
*< Times" sometimes signify the events that fall o^t 
in drfferent periods, I Chron. xxix. uh. Those who 
in this spnse know the times, are eminently fit to 
give gopd counsel, because, from what has been, 
and from what has been done, we may form a good 
conjecture of what is likely to be, or to be done *. 
But by men that know the times, it will perhaps be 
better to understand those who know what is fit to 
be done on any occasion. The princes of Issachar, 
in the days of David^ are said to have been << men v 
who knew the times, what Israel ought to do/' 
No kind of knowledge is more important than the 
knowledge of the times, and of the duties proper 
to them. " Because man knoweth not his time," 
says Solomon, «« he is like fishes taken in an evil 
net, and like birds caught in a snare, when it falleth 
suddenly upon them." Our liord greatly laments the 
ignorance and inconsideration which made the 
people of Judea, in his days, careless about the 
signs and the duties of the times. «< O that thou 
hadst known^ thou at least, in this thy day, the 
things that belong to thy peace !" 

" For so was the king's manner towards all that 
knew laws and judgement." — It was customary with 

the 

♦ Eccto. i. 9» »o. j|f^>r%^ 
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the king to treat widi high respect mwi of know« 
ledge ki the hws, and to consult them in the ma* 
nagemept of his affairs. Happy is the land goveni* 
ed by kings who trust not to their own understand- 
kif , who highly respect the laws, and make use of 
wise men learned in the laws^ as their counsellors. 
Such was Solomon's disposition. Although he>was 
the wisest of men, he had old counscUors, whom 
he consulted in all his affairs. And it was the Coll^ 
of his son Rehoboam, by which he brought unspeak- 
able mischief on himself, and upon his people, that 
he forsook the old counsellors who had stood be« 
ifbre his father, and hearkened to those young coun- 
sellors, that paid much more regard to their own 
passions, and the king's, than to laws and judge- 
ment. 

It was one great los$, however, to the Persians, 
and to allthe heathen nations, that they were unac- 
quainted with the laws of the Bible. There were, 
doubtless, many good laws among them ; bat there^ 
were bad laws likewise, such as that made hj Da-* 
rius, that no god or man (save the kirigonly) should 
have any supplication presented to him, for the . 
Space of thirty days. It was the distinguishir^ ad- 
vantage of the people of God, that their laws werp 
the perfection of wisdom ♦. Let us make the laws 
of God the subject of our meditation day and 
niglit ; so shaft we attain more tr«e wisdom, than 
the wisest heathen sages by a thousand years of the 
most diligent study. The laws of the Bible will di- 
rect Qur own feet in the paths of peace, and enable 

US 
* Dcut. iv» 6*jt 

Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



DIVQKCE OF VASHTI. 25 

US to give the best counsels to our neighbours* 
«< Have not I written to thee,** says one of the in- 
spired writers, ^ excellent things in counsels ami 
knowledge, that I mi^t make thee know the cet^ 
tainty of the wordis of truth ; that thou mightest an* 
iiwer the words of truth to them that send unto 
thee ?' 

Ver. li!.^^/ind the next tmf him was CarsiMn, 
Sietbar, didmatba^ Tarsbisb, Mer^s^ Marsma, and 
Memucufif the seven princes of Persia and Media^ 
which saw the king^sfac^ and which UU the first in 
the hingdom)'^ 

The kings of Persia dkl not sufier thenueives to 
be seen by their people promiscuously. They wish* 
edi to be accounted superior to other mortaisy and 
would aot put iSiemselves on a level with d» rest of 
mankind, by exposing themsehres to the eyes of the 
multitude. Thus they gratified their pride at the 
•expence of their happiittss and usefulness. They 
•could not enjoy the comforts of «x:iety, nor pro- 
cure the information which they needed of die state 
of their subjects and kingdom, whilst they sechided 
themselves from 'dieir people. 

But there were seven princes of Persia and Me- 
dia^ who had a right by law to see the face of their 
sovereign. It was highly necessary that these men 
should exceed their feliow-iul^ects iu ^isdom^ 
from whom the king was to receive the greatest 
part of his information, and by wlK>3e counsels he 
was to regulate his measures. But it cannot be 
reasonably supposed, that the happiest selectioa 
should always be made of notea intrusted with i 

B privil^^. 
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privileges. Those who wish to raise themselves 
above the rank of mortals, are likeliest of all others 
to fall below it. Few men in Persia were likely to 
,know less of the real state of the kingdom, than a 
king, whose grandeur rendered him inaccessible to 
>the greatest part of his subjects. 

V£R. IS.^-^Wiat shall we do unto the queen Fitfhti, ' 
according to law, because she hath not performed the 
commandment of the ting Ahasuerus^ hy the chamber" 
lainsf 

Inflamed as the king was with rage, he wishes not 
to inflict any punishment upon the qufen, but such 
as the bws warranted. Absolute princes, in their 
anger, commonly make their will their law; but this 
humane prince makes the law his will. The laws 
of kingdoms may be unjust \ but it is far better to 
be governed by fixed laws, than by the capricious 
wills of men. 

This pagan prince set us in some degree an ex- 
ample for the government of our passions. In die 
heat of his rage, he seeks advice, according to the 
laws. Are you angry at your wife, or at any body 
else ? Before you give vent to your displeasure, in- 
quire what you may do to the offender, not accord- 
ing to the^dictates of your anger, but according to 
the laws. The laws of Persia might mislead Aha- 
suerus, although they were less likely to do so than 
his own passion. You have for your direction the 
law of Christ, which cannot mislead you. Do you 
ask, what ought to be done, according to this law, 
to a disobedient wife ? Endeavour to reclaim her in 
the spirit of meekness* It does not peripit you to 

banish 
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banish her from your bed and hoastm It requires 
you still to love her as your own body ; to temper 
aU your admonitions with love, and to overcome 
evil with good. 

Ver. l^,^^jtnd Memucan antweredbefureibi king 
<ind the princes^ Fisubti the qveeu bath not done wrong 
to the king cnfy^ but to all tbi princes^ and to all the 
people tbat arc in all tbe provinces of tbe king Aba* 
sueruL 

There is one malignant circumstance in open sins, 
which is not generally considered to the extent it 
deserves ; what b the influence which our conduct 
is likely to have upon other person^r Are there many 
who are likely to follow our example I then we must 
share in their guilt.. We are their tempters to sin« 
You know under what infamy the name of Jero* 
boam, the son of Nebat, lies, because he made Is* 
rael to sin. " Woe to the world," says our Lord^ 
« because of offences. Offences must needs come } 
but woe to that man by whom the offence cometh.*^: 

Vashti's offence was likely to be hurtful to all the 
princes and people of all the great and large domi-* 
nions of King Ahasuerus. So extensive might the 
influence of the queen's example be expected to 
prove. The great are under strong obligations to 
be circumspect. The greater they are, the greatet 
will the influence of their good or bad behaviour 
hty and therefore, if they behave ill, their grandeur 
will be tbe occasion of their greater condemnation. 
Yet, let not persons of a low rank in life conclude, 
that tJ^y may take liberties to themselves which 
their superiors ought not to take. We have ail oiu^ 
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«|lhere of tnflittnce. }£ Mre aie peasessed of Chris- 
tian charity, ^e vnU. endeavour to do gcwd to all, 
and hurt to none *• 

Ver, n.—Forthis deed of the ^t^en shall conn 
MihrQad wUO all w^ftuaf to that they ^&i// de^piu fbeir 
Jbuibands in their eyes^ when it shall be reported^ Tb§ 
iing Abasuerus cwMtumded Vashd the ^en to be 
hrokght in before bimy bit she cainenot. 

tt has been observed by heathen authors^ that^tU 
the world regulates itself by the example of the 
king. It is to be taihemed, thaf'the maxkh htAit 
too much even aniong Chmtians, whobav^e an iofi^ 
nkely better modd£Dr<^r behaviour, dnn the ex^ 
ample of prkioes. If anyinanisaith thafthe is^ a 
Christian, be saadi that he ihidtth in Christ ; arid 
^ if ^Euly man saitii tot he aiudetb in him) he ought 
himself to wa& even aS'he walked.^ And pt^ hoir 
commoii is it fot those who call themselves Chris- 
tians, to be conformed to this ivorld, and to think 
tliat they can never degrade themselves» if fehey folk- 
law the e&ample of die great I Read carefully the 
history -of the bad idngs of Israel and Judah, whosf 
example their people followed* Did God count it 
any extenuation of tl»ir abominable idolatries, 
that their kings jed the way an their i2^ke<kiess i 
^ Epbratm was Oppressed and broken in judgement 
1>ecauee Jbe willingly walked af fier the command^ 
tnent/* airf aftet the example of his princei^ 1^ 
Jews, in % subsequent period, brought calamities 
upon dbemf elves, greater than any nation had ever 
$u£efed, beeauie they followed tli^ exau^le of 

, . . ' . their 
• Rom. idiuicu 
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tbeir rulers m drocifj^tng Jesus^ and, rejecting bis 
gotpeL We are ready to follow the bad ezamples^ 
of odiers^ chiefly, m those erii tluiigs to which we 
are most prompted by our own prrrailitig corrup- 
tions. Submission to those whom God hath placed 
oyer us^ is a doty not pleasaiit to our corrupt natures. 
Our pride commualiy tempts us to raise ourselves 
to an equality with 4>ur s^perbrs. For this reason 
we see so many undutiful sons^ so many disobedient 
wives. And those who do not willingly subject 
themselves to their superiors^ are glad^ to find ex-* 
amples to patronize them. If queen Vashti refused 
obedience to Iter husband, Mthy might not the ladief 
of Persia and Media refuse subjection to their hus* 
bands also i And it both the queen and inferiov 
ladies refused Ais subjection^ why might not wo:^ 
mtn of lo^caiUc follow aneaqunpie so gc^ifying to 
their love of independence ? Cah any fausb^d in 
^e king's dommiiQiiSQxpcct greiater submission fronr 
his wife than, the tibg hmself i, 

Vkr. iS.mi.LphwiMejbaiItii fmUerof Persia and 
Mediaiaj/iiisdajuiit0:aIltbe'^g^jfHMcei, wbkb 
home heard of the ^kedoftbe^ quun* Thus siaii there 
arise too much contempt and wratb. 

^ likewise shall all the ladies of Persia and Media 
say thb day unto all Ae king% princes.''— The kin^s 
noU^s and princeaf t^rembled for their own dignity 
and authority* Tfaejr. durst not trust the good sense 
of their wives,, but expected that Vashti's disobe<- 
dlence would by all of -them be ntade a pretext for 
disobedience td thbmsdve^ Their fears were proba- 
bly too just* 1^^^ could be expected fronii w^ 

B.3 M\i(t\A 
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held in the chains qf ignorance'and slaVei^, as the 
women of the East generally wtre, butt that ^f 
would embrace every oppfurtunUy, and s^be eieerf 
pretext, for disentangling themselves, from their fet^ 
tcrs ? Better things may be expected from womenr 
in our land, who ;are trained up in the knowledge 
of the true religion, and indulged i/ndiaU r^asqnsd^id 
liberty. They ought to know better things than ta 
plead the example of the great, as if it were the rule 
of their duty. Our gracious queen has always set a 
good example of conjugal duty ; but were it other- 
wise, what excuse would her example give to those 
who have been taught,; that God requires:. them to 
be obedient to their husbands in all things^ as'^ho 
church is unto the. Lord ? If the 'great should take 
•♦he road that leada tp damnaUon,^' will the sight ©f 
thdr icnisery^ in tbejrefpnns. ctf punishment alleviate 
oiir torm^tsf Or will:it he fuiy iccanfort !ta the 
daninatd, that they baii^e£Dqr/.oom^ioci8 m misery 
those heads that weVe lonce^Qiciccled with crowns i 
Th^ it win lesseh tbek tonnents,.tbat they are to 
be associated with the AeiH and iiis angels, for these 
malignant ^irits were once greater thaxithe'ldngs 
of any land. ^ * 

. /« T&i» sEair there arise tod much contempt Sfnd 
wjrath." . This would be the natural and necessary 
consequence of wives det^usnng their hujs&ands, that 
there would be fierce wrath and endles^d»putes be<* 
tween them* When authority is not acknowledged 
in a kingdom, 0iere must be wars and seditions with* 
t>ut hope of any termination^ and when in a family 
^honour te not given to the husband and fadier, the 
< #- ' house 
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house is divided against itself, and peace and com- 
fort are banished* 

Wives, be obedient to your own husbands, if you 
value your peace and happiness above the gratifica- 
tion of a foolish unhallowed pride* Think not that 
you can ever find satisfaction in the indulgence of a 
perverse, rebellious, and imperious disposition. 
Tour husbands know that you have no title to do- 
mineer over them, and must be provoked at that in- 
solence which prompts you to usurp their place. 
Perhaps they may rather yield to your authority than 
live in perpetual war, but their tempers towards you 
will be soured. Their love will be turned into ter- 
ipr and aversion. You will no longer be considcrecl 
by them as their dear and amiable companions, but 
as their tyrants. Is it not far better to engage their 
love, than to be feared by them ? You cannot blam» 
them f<» requiring obedience from you, because you 
have promised it. But when you require subjection 
to your government, it is impossible that they should 
not be aggrieved, when your conduct is so directly 
the reverse of your promises, and of the known will 
of God ? 

Contempt and wrath in families is an evil of such 
magnitude, that the princes of Persia thought it ne- 
cessary to use the most vigorous and severe measures 
to prevent it. - 

Ver. 19. — If it please the hing^ let there go a royal 

commandment from him, and let it he written among 

the laws of the Persians and the Medes^ that it be not 

altered^ that Vashti come no more before king Ahasue^ 

B 4 ru^^ 

DigitizeU by CjOOQIC 



32 THE DIS0B£9IBVCE IM^ 

riUy and kt the king give idr royaj siate uwto amtidr 
that is better than she. 

What an happy difference is there betveen the 
Christian law, and the law$ of the Peraiaiis,. if Me-' 
mucan's advice was conformable to them ! It is tme^ 
divorce for disobedience might serve the parpoie» 
which he had in view. It would greatly strengtlwn 
the authority of husbands* But that authority iix 
husbands which is founded in terror, cannot contri* 
bute to the happiness of the conjugal life. What 
pleasure can it give to a man to find that his wife is 
careful to obey him, because she dares not behare 
otherwise? Or, why should laws be made to secure 
ihe authority of men, by the depression and misery 
of their wives and daughters ? The Christian law, 
which does not allow of divorce, << saving for the 
cause of fornicatioxTi" is acktiowledged by the beet 
writers, ^en of those who little regard the authori- 
ty of Christ, to be exceedingly conducive to thd 
peace of families. Wives, if they be not Tery incon- 
siderate, will see it necessary to submit to diat autho* 
rity from which they cannot be set &ee\but by death i 
On the other hand, husbands, if they are not 
fools, will use their authority with mildness, when 
they know, that if they provoke their wives to give 
them disgust, by opposition, to their will, they must 
bear all the miseries of a warfare which can be ter- 
minated only by the death of one of the parties. 

The Persians, and most other nations,, were care% 
ful to support th^ authority of men over women. 
But they paid little regard to the rights of women, 
who have a$ good a claim to kind usage, as men have 

. to 
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fo authonty. And. it wUi always be toand^ tbat 
where setfidmesa leads us to* maintain oar own 
ekima, without *any regard to the just claims of 
odious with whom we are connected) the oppressed 
will find the means, one way or odiet, of retaliating 
Mpoa their oppressors. Tyrants may find submis* 
non in those xriid atR compelkd to be tbeir skves ( ' 
bttt the submission p roa yt ed by fear is attended 
srtth aversion, or discontent. And what man can be 
happy in seeing misery aroand him^ the fruit of his 
own biwless pride ? Or, what pleasure can he take 
in die submission of . a human creatvre, whom op« 
presskm may proiroke to return bis injuria' by 4ome * 
methods which he cannot ioceaee tior prerent i 

« Let V^shti be depobed frinn her ifioyal. dignity^ 
and her royal state be ^Ivento one that is better than 
she." — In the eyes of Ahasuerus, Vashti wa& xiiore 
beautiful than aaywomin that could hav^heen put 
in her place ; and he^ beauty was probably the cause 
of her elevation. But let men who have wives to 
diiise, km>w> whatever they ^thfiiktrtpresetiri that 
dffif wtQ ioon be cosii&rictS frcnpi •expien^nce, that 
there are qualities in women of far greater impw^ 
ancethan a fine set of fieatuoei^ or a blooming bxom 
pleKions In the married state^ that w6man whois 
best disjposed to perform her d^ty ^iil bcffotmd'dMi 
mo8^ agreeable cbnipanioa; and. the beauty of h^ 
miad will: soon sendee ittzt atore lonoily to :the eye 
than any outward form itt^ouM do, ;^ 

VtVU SO.— ^«</ wheft thi IdhgU dHreey 'i^hich h , 
shall makef Jthall be pubtished ihft^ightmtail this imf'^^ 
(fimk is gteai), aH th§ whes sBaH^givi to> 4biit 
husbands honour^ both to great and small* 
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* 'BlU decree war^i iaaedl, lileely ti& inspire aU d)e 
wires with. £^r >of .their inisbiouls^ But was it not 
as likely to mske sM the liuab^ds tyrams i If the 
king tyraunize^ over the qtieeii in this wide»extend- 
ed empire, smd announces his own eicample as their 
models will not all husbands, great and small, kara 
to rule tbieir wives limh a rod v£. iron ? The: wires 
iprill, of consequendey be obedient slav^ whtik; die 
ef^s of their busbioKb are upon them, but wiUr not 
cordially promote thdr is^erests and comfort. Let 
your wivesi>e?sharers is your happdness, if you wish 
that dffif shoukLcontsibute to it. Let them be treat* 
ed with tendebaiess^' if .you'expect sympathy fron^ 
them in your, distces^s. . Let. not their faults be 
punished i with ri^ur, uiitil you can say/ that your 
bebaviinir has never tempted them to commit such 
faults. 

- Ver. 2 1 i^Aad thi saying plmstd tht Ming ani th& 
princn ; and tie Ung did according io the wofdt cf 
JUiMMtaft* ■ '^- • 

: Wedo not wondisttthatf the king was pleasctd wid» 
a pfopotal which gratified his pri& and his anget; 
ISie princes too were pleased wi& a law whkh flat-t 
ttfed their vanity, and sanctioned their domestic ty« 
vanny» Had they been taught to love their neigh-* 
bottiB 8$ themsdves, no law would have appeaeed 
equitable to them which favoured ^le tytsomy of the 
one-half of tte humsm nne over the o^t^ It was 
indeed highly proper Ihat the laws diould secure the 
authofity of me»in their own houses ; but this might 
|wive been as: effectually done by a milder punisH- 
melat.. <^ And the king did according to th^ war4a 
of Memucan/* , ..v ,. o^ v : . 
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Vbh. 21.— F^ be sent tetien into alltUhngi ^ 
prmnces^ into every prooince atcotding to the wrking 
thereof, and to every peo^ after their hnguage^ that 
every mansbouU bear ruk in bis own houses and that it 
shmld be published according to the language of every 
people. 

Great care is taken by this prince to pfevent tlie 
bad efiects which might result from the disobedience 
of Vashti. He not only divorces her, bat publishes 
a decree through aH his dominions^ that every man 
should bear rule in his own house. He was afhudj 
that a spirit of independence among the female sex 
would soon spread disorder thrbugh the idngdom, if 
he did not take strong measures to counteract the 
bad example set by the queen. It is certainly die 
duty of all princes to do what they ^an to promote 
good order in their dominions, and to prevent, or 
suppress every immorality. The safety and honour 
of a prince is In the virtue, as well as in the multi^ 
tade of his people. 

<< Let every man bear rule in his own house.*'— » 
This is the law of God, as well as of Ahasuerus« . 
Let every wife-willingly submit to the authority of 
Iier husband in all lawful things. Consider wha^ 
miseries you may bring upon yourselves by refusing 
compliance with that order which God hath 8ettle4 
for the peace of families. What did Vashti think 
of her own conduct, when she lost a royal diadem 
by one act of disobedience ? Did she not curse that 
pride, which a little before she had considered as an 
instance of female delicacy. 
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Yott <MrAot lose » diadem by disobedUnce. Todr 
httsbsMods caimot divorce you ; but they can embitter 
yoiir lites, by the resentment of your omduct* For 
this reason you ought to behave well in the married 
statei because nothing but death can dissolve it ; and 
therefore the whole, or the best part of your daysy 
are likely to be^ poisoned by discord, if you do not 
contribute your port to maintain that mist«tal love 
' which alone can fender it haj^y. 

iTott will not lose a crown of gold by your disobe** 
dieUce I bfU you may lose a crown more precious 
thiii gold. << The hoary head," either in man or 
woman^ « is a crowA of glory, if it be found in the 
way of ri^teonsncss." « A virtuous woman is her* 
self a crown to her husband.^ "Whether would you 
dHMe to be a diadem of beauty to him, or to be rot- 
tenness in his bones ?-^Cod grant us grace to behave 
in such a way, in every situation of Hfe, that some 
o£.the wise heai^hens may not rise up against us to 
condemn us in the day of Christ ! 



DIS* 
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DISCOURSE III- 



EXTRAORDINARY METHOD USED TO 

SUPPLY THE, PL ACE OF VASHTI. 

Chap. H. L — -H. 



"Ver. \.^* After these things^ when the wrath of 
iingAhasuerus was appe^ed^ he remembered Vashtiyand 
what she had done^ and what was decreed against her* 

Absolute Jiings ate envied by t)^ inferiors, be^ 
cause they can do whatever they please^ vHhout coo* 
tradicrtioiu For this very reason they ought to be 
pitied. A man who may do what he pkaaes^ will 
often do what wUl be very displeaang to himaelf in 
t^e recollection* Was Alexander the Great to be 
envied because bis domixiions were greats and his 
power absolute ? He did not think so hinuelfj when 
in his pride ^nd drunkenness he had killed his faith*- 
ful friend Clitus^ and would next have killed him« 
self, if he had not beai forcibly restrained. When 
the , fury of Ahasuerus against Vashd was cooled, 
did he rejoice in that absolute power by which he 
was enabled so easily to tidce sdvese vengeAice on 

her 
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her disobedience ? Did be not envy persons of a 
private condition^ whose actions are placed under 
such restraints that they cannot eipose themselves 
to such terrible renu>rses, as those which have often 
embittered the days of kings i 

« When the wrath of king Ahasuerus was ap- 
pe^edf he remembered Vashti^"— He thouglu upon 
the happy days he had enjoye4 iu her society ; upon 
the proofs she had formerly given him of her afFec* 
tion and obedience ; upon the folly of his own con- 
dttCt^ which had tempted her, for once, to dispute 
his orders } upon the crod punishment inflicted on 
her J upon the impracticability of reversing the sen- 
tence passed against her i upon a thousand circum- 
stances which added to the disgust of his mind. 
Remorse now punished him almost as severely as his 
imperious device had punished the unhappy queen. 
VcR. 2.— .4.-— Ti&M said the iuig*s urvantsy that 
ffdmsared unU Hm^ Let then be fair young virgwr 
j<a^bt/er tbi iittg* 4M let the king a^poirU officas^ 
in alt theprm)ineei of his Jtingdotn, that tbef may ga^ 
tisr together {lU the fair young virgins unf^ Sbmbafr, 
the filacer to the bouse of the womrn^ Unto the custody 
of H^e^ the iittg*s chamherlain^ keeper of the womm^ 
and let dmr things^for purgation i^ given them; and 
let the matdennvhici pkasah the king be fueen instead 
(fVasbtu And tbi thing pleased the king^ and be did so. 
« lie. that r^oveth a maiKshall afterwards find 
0U>r^ favour than he that flatter#th with bis lips."* 
If the, king's seven counsellors, had advised him to' 
moderate hti anger against Vashti) to require and 
accept^^mhtr socb admowledgements of her fault- . 

as 
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M might hare prevented the bad efi^ts of het^cx- 
ample, and to aufltr her to rdc&in her rojral station, 
he would have thanked them when his anger was 
app«wed. They seem to have beeti -apprehenfivey 
when he was restored to hhnself, that his anger 
would be turned upon them. What method must 
be taken for their security ^ It would be iocorisistent 
with the fundamqital laws of Pershi and Medni» to. 
restore the degraded queen to her rank. Besides^ 
her vengeance^ ' in casr of her restoration^ nught 
prove fatal to the authors of her dbgrate. On the 
other hand, the queen's beauty was so hi^ly ad* 
n.ired by the king/ that he is not likdy to forgive 
the advisers of the divorce^ unless he can find ar 
wife equal in beauty. Tor dus reason^ liia servanta 
(among whoni his great couoseliors were the chief ^ 
advised him, by means of proper cflkers, to collect 
all the fairest virgins in the various provinces of hia 
d<»ninion^^ to put A&aa under tbertare of Hege, 
the chamberlain ; to prqyare them, by proper puii* 
fications> for cbmrerseykh the king^ that he might 
chuse out of diem, as his queen, the foirest wcman 
in ail Kis domihfoiis, or (which was die iame thing 
perhaps) in all the woild; 

This advice appears to us very strange, and very 
barbarous. Must- the king engrossvall the beauty 
of his domiiiions,' by taking to hixhseif j as his que^i 
or concubines, allth^ b^i^ful yodn^ women that 
could he found in all his provinces ? Are women 
born for nothing else, but to b^the property of any 
man that can purchasethem by his money, orty- 
raunize over' tbeni by his poynreri Are a ihri^ 
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ei the tnoet beaiitiftti*woteeii t» b t€Pi ne ^eti^ubper^ 
tf »Ht the prtBonerB of t>ne min ? If the jktng io sa 
fond of -female hesmtj^ he shoiddt fem^nd^er^hat 
other men fed the izmt desiretf and dlim ilhe eame 
n^ to gratification with himself. 
' The kbiffs bdhafviour» hofweret^ was such as^ 
mi^ have been expected in a cotmtry where men 
dvoiq^t they had a right to mnkipl]^ wives to them^ 
selves^ i£ they: had the ix«ea» of procining and stip^ 
porting ^m. Where lia ngard is paid to equity 
and purity of conduct amongsH a people, their prince 
will naturally dunk^ that Us pow^ and affluence 
entitle him tosuperiontym Ae inordinate gra66ca«» 
tion of his sensnal appetites* Wheve ttzbtm and 
the law of God d0 not: set Jimits to the desires o& 
men, they wUL be eartieiL beyond all bouiids. 

How much are we indebted to tlie Bible for pre- 
sent as well as e x p ec te d happiness ! 'Wt learn from 
it, that God faas'creiftcdr one man for one woman* 
VPe could npti^a^ its-d ia cu ve ries too highly, were 
it only for the ^iccoUotSsi iiatnt gives us of cve^tioni 
and of the greiat law of mahriage resulting from it« 
Hiie knowledge of the didne: authority of this Uwi 
that a man ought to have only one irife, is equally 
essentia to 'dm happtness-of both sexes o£ oui" rate. 
Vfhff then, do not-bo<|r.meB;a8sl i^omen tesenf 
every attempt inade. hft die enenlies cf xeHgion' to 
weaken the authority bf ii^bddcit\rtiicj» soefiectuat* 
^ ly secures the natueal rigte'of the male as wbll as 
of the female pa9l[t)f.humaa'kind?, ' ' 

«* The thing plfcasW^Aeiing; and he did %d.^'.^ 
He dll ao^ because: it i>leased ihint;: but he ought 
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to hsur^ cohiUdcred, not only hit own wiahet> but 
the law« of justice a»d .equity. He was not UeNe4 
with the knowledge of divine rerehtioa ; but did 
not his owa heart tdl hioit that we ought to do 
nothing to please ourselves that is oppressive to 
those who are made of the aanie materials^ and have 
the same fedui|p with oursehres ? If Ahasuerus had 
not b^n a kiag» but a subject* would he hare 
thought it reasonable diat kings should inclose all 
the beautiful women of the country in their serag* 
lios ? Would he have thought it reasonable, in that 
ca8e> that his own sisters, or daughters, should have 
been inunured for life^ within the waUs of a. palace^ 
to minister occasionally to the pleasures of a prince, 
if he should think <tf sending for them, or to liv^ 
and die forgotten by their capricious latA i 

We enjoy the indstimabld adirantage of knowing 
our Lord^s wiU by divine retebtion. < We are verf. 
nnwortiby of that benefit) i£ we do what comes intv 
our own minds, or what is ju^^tted Ux us, memly 
because it pleaiseth us. The first question widi us 
d^ht to be. How we are to walk so as to please 
God ? Nothmgis a surer sign of reining depravity,, 
than to prefer the pleasing of our flesh to the plea^ 
sing of him who made us, of him byvtrhomwe 
must be judged at the great day. if we make it 
our grand business to fulfil the desires of the flesL 
9X\d of the mind, we walk according to the course 
of this world, according to the prince of the power 
of the ait. 

Ve^. S- & 6.-^^(m;, i« Sbusban the palace^ tb^s 
was a certain Jew, whose name was Mordecai, ti^ son 
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of Jmr^ thi< son, tjf Sbim^. the son ^f Kish, u Bmja^ 
miu, wba had bi$n carried -away ^Qsti^ Jermialem% 
with the ci^pdvity which had been carried aviay with 
'Je€omah^ kingvf Judd% whom Nebuchadm9t%ar the 
king of B^yl&n had carried away. 

The greatest objEectum agaiost the opinion that 
Ahasuerus was the $anie podoi^ who is called Arta* 
xerxes in the books of Ezra and Nebemiah, is taken 
&Qm this passage, in which Mordecai is said to hare 
been carried captive with Jeconiab, king of Jndah. 
If ^e was then carried captive, he must now have 
been more than an Jtumdred and fifty years old, al- 
though he was a&erwards capable of exercising the 
9ffice of prime mioister to the king of Persia* 
. It is indeed improb^^ble, though not iimpossiblet 
that Mordecai might Kvf, and bf fit for lousiness, at 
tjbis .gveat age« We have ofteniieard of ^ a Countabss 
of Desaumd, who lived and enjoyed health for. 1^ 
yeass» She iiired dofkig^ ^ reigns of JSdward .V^ 
:^d*his auccesiorsy to tbeT^i^^ of J^unes I. In the 
isign of Charles I. John Par lived to the ^ge of 1^2 $• 
and, in tfae^ following reign, .Charles Jenkin to the 
9ge of 169. Scriftfure itself infonm us .of a man 
who. was a prime minister in tlie end d his lifcy. 
although he^ died at the age of ISO years*. , 

But^ periia|>8| it is -more to the purpose to observe^ 
'&at: in .the time of Artaxerxes Loi^inuqius, £zr^ 
often speaks of the pec^le of the Jews, as if they 
bad been captives in Babylon, although it is certain^ 
that very few of them had ever seen that land of 
captivity* << Thus were i^ssembled unto me/'. says 

.-■.,. 'Aat 

♦ a Kings, xii. 
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that inspired histolFiarH « every on^that trembled 
at the word$.df the God of Israel, because of thef 
transgresftioti of them that had been harried away 
cajptive.** These words refer to an evant that hap^ 
pened in the tery year when Esther became queen 
of Persia, if Ahasuerus was t}» same with Arta« 
ocerxes, and^ yet the people are said to have been 
carried away captiveJ They certainly were riot car- 
ried a\^ay captive. in. their own persons^ but in the 
persons' of their ancestors. Why may we not smp* 
pq^» that the writer o£ the bodk of Esther osestk^ 
same mode of expression in speaking of Mordecaf i 
A still easier sokitibn has been given- of < this di& 
iiculty^ by referring what is said in the begihninif 
pf the 6(h verse, not to Mordeeai, but to Kish, h^ 
progenitor.' . i 

,' Biit why was Mordecii in Shu^hin thci palac0> 
wkm th^'Lord hid>ttiri;edagaia the. dapdviiy c^hit 
people ? Why )dfd rhe not (rattisr t«Biie m.the H(d]p 
JE^tad^ thathe rnigi^ be iieiarrtfaelhoti«e.€£tbe Lotdi 
Was he not of a very:dHi4rent»/S|*irit firoo^ David^ 
whose gr€fat desire was to dwell .in tbe hcmse of the 
Lord all the days dF his life ? We cannot, wtthoi^ 
rashness, condemn the good man for this part of his 
conduct*^ fEven Dahiei continued 'm B^ylon afiev 
the^rockmatioa of Ubearty ^ tjbe Lord^^s captives; 
JBoth th^e men doubtless iov^d^the bahitatiiQa oi 
the Lord's houses but thsey might have reasons 
which emirely justified their continu^e inafo^ 
reign hM. It wjus lov^ to the habitation of the 
Lord that fixed Daniel at a di^tsuice from it, where 
he could perform services to Jerusalem, wliic hJa. 
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could m>tha)i^p«tfovmed at Jeif«stJ^lnb«filf' Tbi$» 
loo, was Kdiemiali's niotive fof telidhig.^ th/e k£$gV 
court ;/i)]MLthc tainfe, in altproh^l^^waai the bq^ 
tkc whklx ifldvoed Mofttoca£ to idweU in Shu^han. 

VxEk Im'-^^And bi iraygit mp HathtsoBf {that isp 
Eabir)f Jm wuiPs daugbttTfJbr^be iddtkither fiatha 
nor mHbtr^ mnd the' maid wtw frit 'and heatuifutf 
vAom Mimiuai (^uben her fathtm 4md motbet werw 
deadytookforhis owmlatiffbttr, \ '^ . 

Hadasarii, otherwiae called Esdter^ was dattghtef 
to an Midifi c^'MovdecaL It is imcenain whether 
^ was the tiniaedwte daughter^ or move xemme 
descendant of Moidectii^s unclei for it is well known 
ihat.tiie WQcd daugbtMt may^ with equal prpptietyv 
lie taken in. either of these senses. Slite most^ at.least| 
have been much younger than Mordecai^ wh6 took 
her iK>t as a oocxipanion^/or a wifOf >et sb itdatqj^erj 
kier father aodMBUkthcr b^g.dead. He:peTformed 
9lii^ai»tbttdiMe'»:tkvitD>this.^ and 

Was wett>e«irarded'fiDi.it bf die gratitttdeiofiEit^ 
9tidby the ttberal|ty of iliniie pro^a&nce* ^ .: V; 

It. 16 kmcbtable for poor iafimts^ especially of the 
Wttftker sec; to be bereaved of both their pai^entsL 
But, btoB9ed be the Father of :the fatherless, thej 
•i^jfind'fnettdsnolesa kind, and no les6 useful^ 
than fathers or ^nxiilAiers. Let pung persons^ dppri*^ 
vtd'of thidr jpareDts kam^^to say, '('(Thou^imy far- 
ther «id mother both should leave me, the Lord wiQ 
take me up.^* Esther, through the favoixriof provU 
dence, was well educate by a cousin, and was ad^ 
vaaccd to theh^wsrdi^hy which couid be'ednfexU 

- . u \^.!. /: . ' \-. .-:.-: '^;. rU 
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«$d '6A her det, ftkhoti^h^she neither ^petted, nor 
perhaps desired it. ' * 

Ver, 8. — So ft ^ariH to fhfif vibtn the iiftg^s cofft* 
manehnent <iAd his iecf^ee voas beard^ tmd^ben many 
maidens Wire gathtrid togethir tiMto Shmban thepalace^ 
t& ihe cust^y ^f Htgm^ tb^ Either was lif ought also 
imio the tkg^s hmee^ to the cmttody of Hegait keeper 
of the women. 

Poor,£Bthdr| who hftd beexi so kindlf ch^rhhed 
by Mardecai, was now fed away from his house to 
be the slave, ot the belovM wife of the ^reat king, 
as Ms caprice should determine. Her consent was 
ni^titskecl; ^ie eonseiit t)f ^6rdecai, her ^opted 
farther, was fiot a^ked/ Tliey were both shves to* 
de*i«)tic master. Blame not Esther, tbeiefore, but 
pity h%x^ when you hear, Aat, like so many other 
nftaidem, she was led away to the house of the 
lHn^»' women. Think not that dhe sets you an ex- 
atnple of entering into marriage^conneetitms with a 
paittter^f a h\^ religion. She was n^ an actor, 
but a-euffi^ren H^idshe been left to her choice, k is 
pr<*aWe sl>ew:ouiid have chdsen the poorest Jew 
that 'was fswthful to his religion, for her husband, in 
preference to the great king. 

Softie young women may think it hard to be under 
the aathority of parents, and under the- necessity of 
paying great deference to their counsels in the choice 
of a husband. Be ^nkful that you are under the 
direction of such affectionate friends, rather than 
under the command of an unfeeling lord. Ho^ 
gkd would Esther have been to lie left under the 
direction of her second faAer ! The time has b;^ 
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when, 6ve» .M;i^iigfep4i: n^ay ywi^ woo^q. wisra 
under the controul of haughty lotds, who ditypiqsed 
of them in marriage ^ their pleasure. 

Ver 9.^-^A'!d the maiden pk^ed bim^ and shi ob^ 
iained kindness of him^ arid be sfttedily ganH her ber 
things for furificatim^ with such things at belonged t^ 
ber J and seven maidem% ^v^H^b were,t/teet toihe givea 
ber out of the king*s house ^ and be prefen^^ her and 
^er maids unto ibe best-pls^eof the bft^s^^ ihe-wQiHen. 
, Esther's singular beauty > ber mo4esty, her unaf- 
fected simplicity of dress and behaviour, appear to 
})ave engaged the afi^ctipn of all that conversed with 
ber. It wsffi God that gav^ her these lo^ly endow^ 
ments^ whi^h captivate^;^}! hearts* It was G<fi that 
gave her favour in the eyes of beholders. She wa$ 
no doubt deeply atfected. with the thought of j$i^fa->- 
tion from her beloved father,. to be put under the 
government of strangers, and to enter into tnvolun^ 
jtary competition with so many beauties for the pos- 
session of ih& king's hearf^ She was certainly of 
ihe temper, of the Shunamite who said to Elishai 
'< I dwell amongst mine own people;'' but God^ 
for gracious ends, permitted her not to enjoy her 
wishes. He consoles her, however, by the favour 
that he gave her in the eyes of the man to whose 
care she is committed. His respect and attention 
made the change of her condition less painful to 
her. Every thing was done for her that she could 
wish, to make her confinement easy. She had her 
things for purification given her. She had seven 
maids given her to wait upon her. She had the 
best apartments in the h^use f^. tl^ virgins, All 

the 
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.tiie presents afloved by the king to his women ^i^ere 
readily given ber by Hegad with z good grace, and 
without any means used on her pairt to obtaih 
'Aem. This favour of ti^ chamberlain might be 
considered by her as a pledge of the care that divine 
providence took of her comfort, and a presage of 
.the favoAir that she mi^it^expect from the king him- 
self, when the year was expired. 
' Vek. 10.— JSjfitfi* bad not tbetved h^' peopk^ nor 
her kindred ; fur Mardecai bad charged her that she 
sbottM not shew it. " • 

We must never be ashamed of our people, or our 
kindred, especially when we have the honour to be 
related to the godiy. . Yet it n^iy be, on many occa- 
sions, a part of prudence ^ say little or nodiing of 
our connections. We must never be ashamed of 
our religion, 'if we desire that Christ' may not be 
ashamed of us at the day of his appearance. Yet 
there is a time to be silent, as well as to speak, of 
that blessed name by which we are called. Mordecai 
knew that many hated the Jews and their religidd, 
and that Esther, by publi^ng her connection with 
them, might procure malevolence.to herself, without 
serving the cause of her people. «« A wise man^s 
heart discerneth both time and judgement," 

Esther^s obedience to Mordecai is no less worthy 
of attention and imitation, than Mordecai'^ pru- 
dence. . Let young women learn from her to pay a 
due deference to the instruction of their parents, 
, not only when under their eyes, but when they are 
removed from them. What miseries to young people 
might be prevented, what happiness might thcvf r,- 
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jojf w<mhi ^f bi^ cease, ftem tfaeir ewa wb<k»n 
aikl hompuar^ and d>ey diose whom God cQmmands 
them to obey i 

* Veji. 1 l.'^And Mordicai vtaliid every day.h^ore 
the caurt of the women* s bous^^ to inow bmo Esther 
didy and what should ^6ea>me of her. 

Mordecai, dM>u^ the adoptive father of Esther, 
was not permitted toiHisit her* How mudi better 
are our laws calculated than those of the eastern 
nations, for the comfort of human life! Let us be 
thankful for our advantages of free intercourse mth 
our friends, and not use our I^erty for a cloak of 
licentiousness* 

Mordecat did not forget his favourite cousiu ^en 
$he was taken from hiou ;He took cave to be in- 
formed daily of her health luid welfare. Our friends 
ought not to be out of our mind, when they ^re 
removed from our sight. We may be useful to 
them by our prayers, and by other means, when we 
.cannot see them* When Paul was dist^it from the 
.Christians whom he loved, he was always desirous 
to know their circumstances, and to inform them 
of his own*. 



JDIS- 

* Eph, vi. aj, 
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DISCOURSE IV. 



ESTHER MADE QUEEN OF PERSIA.-- BY 
HER MEANS MORDECAI DISCOVERS TO 
THE KING A CONSPIRACY FORMED A- 
GAINST HIS LIFE.— Chap. ii. 12.— 23. 



VeR, 12» — NoiVf when every maid's turn was comt 
to go in to king Ahasuerus^ after that she had been tuck'e 
months, according to the manner of the ivomen, (for so 
were the days of their purif cation accomplished^ to witp 
six months with oil of myrrh, and six months with sweet 
odours, and with other things for the purifying of the 
women), 

The pleasures of sensuality were carried to the 
highest excess by those men who ruled over the Per- 
sian empire. The women designed for their embraces 
were obliged to undergo a wearisome purification, 
to render them the more agreeable to their pampered 
lords. Their eyes and their nostrils must be at once 
regaled by the presence of their^ beauteous 
• C ' ^ c- 
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nions. VolupUottsness must be turned int« an art, 
and a toil, to gratify tfaeir senses* Had they never 
learned, that they v^ho devote themselves to pleasure 
destroy it ? Moderation in the pleasures of sense is 
necessary for the enjoyment of them 5 and those who 
can relish pleasure only in excess, prepare for them* 
selves satiety, disappointment, or chagrin. If we will 
not regulate our enjoyments by the laws of Gk>d, 
made known to us hy reason^ religion, and experience, 
our pleasures will end in the worst of pains. 

Ver. 13. I*. — Then thui <:ume every maiden unto 
the king ; whatsoever she denr-ed was gwen her^ Ac? go 
'with her out of the house of the women unto the king^s 
house. In the evening she went, and on the morrow she 
returned into the second house of women, >o the custody 
4f ShaashgaZf the kin£s chamberlain^ which kept the 
concubines ; she came in unto the king no more^ except the 
iing delighted in her^ and that she were called by name* 

Such was the fate of those wretched beauties that 
<were collected for the kind's pleasure^ They were 
jgratified with rich presents. They might have what 
jewels, or what ornaments they desired^ when tliey 
were first admitted to the king's presence. But when 
they became his concubines, or secondary wives, and 
were committed to tlie custody of Shaashgaz, to be 
lield in captivity for life, they were not so much as 
admitted into the king's presence, unless he was plea- 
sed to call them by name* How much better was it 
to be the wife of a peasant, than to be a concubine to 
the great king ? And the peasant who loves Ins wife, 
Tind is beloved by her, enjoys pleasures which princes 
%vho love none but themselves cannot taste. 

Ver* 15-— A^ow when the turn of Esther^ the dangh-- 
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ter of A^bail, the uncie of Mordecai^ (who had taien 
her for his daughter) , was come to g/> in unto the iingy 
she reared nothing but what Hegw\ the iing^s chamber'* 
lain, the keeper tf the women, appdnted: und Esther 
tibtaiiud favour in the sight of aS them thai looked upon 
ben 

Esther had no wish to set off her beauty by such 
ornaments. She asked Nothing from Hegai, akhoagh 
she had the complaisance to put on the ornaments 
which be ga!?e her. Vanity very often disappoints 
itself : and no women are so beautiful in the eyes of 
beholders^ as those that discover the least desire of 
admiration. Esther obtained farour with her unaf* 
fected ornaments in the eyes of Hegai, in die «yes of 
all beholders,' in the eyes of the kmg himself. 

Ver. 16. — So Esther was taien unto king Ahasuerus^ 
into bis house royal, in the tenth months (which is the 
month Tebeth), in the seventh year of his reign^ 

For the space of four years Vashti's place was un- 
occupied. It is not surprising, that the king, who 
divided his love (if it may be called love) amongst so 
nuny women, should so long wartt a partner to his 
crown. He knew not the true pleasure of the con- 
jugal life. He discerned, however, other equalities 
besides beauty in Esther. He found her mind still 
more charming than her face. 

Ver. 17. — And the king laved Esther above all the 
women, and she obtained grace 'and fcnmur in his sight, 
more than all the virgins ; so that he set the royal crown 
upon her bead, and made her i^ueen instead of Pasbti. 

What a surprising revolution took place in the for- 
tune of this orphan daughter of AHhail ! Ani ^^ i^ggWI 
many hundreds of competitors, she could ha^but a 
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poor prospect of ri$iag above the rank of acoftcubine-^ 
But the king was charmed with her beauteous coun- 
tenaucej the indication of a virtuous mindi aiid sei 
the crown-royal upon her head. 

We are not, however^ to ascribe this change in her 
circumstances^ so much to the king's admiration either 
of her person or mind, as to the over-ruling provi- 
dence of God, m whose hand are the hearts of kings, 
to be more easily turned by him whithersoever he 
wills, than the rills of water in a field con be turned 
by the husbandman to water his ground. The same 
gracious providence which exalted Joseph to be lord 
over Egypt, that he might be « the shepherd and scone 
of IsraeV^ raised Esther to the dignity of a great queen, 
that she might be the protector of the race of Jacob 
in a time of extreme danger. 

Whilst we regret the unmerited fate of Vashtf, 
who was degraded for a pardonable offence, whilst 
we deplore the efieminacy of a great king, who was 
a slave to the love of pleasure, and the unhappy fate 
of those ladies who were sacrificed to his vanity or 
lust, let us adore" that all over-ruJing providence, 
which managed the vices and weaknesses of the king 
of Persia in a subserviency to the interests of his de* 
spised people, and to the glory of that wisdom by 
which he brings safety and felicity to his chosen, 
out of those events which appeared to have no relation 
to them* " Our help is in the name of the Lord of 
hosts, who is wonderful in counsel, and excellent in 
working." 

Ver. l^.^'^Thin the king made a gre^it feast unto all 
hu priifces and hiisetvantSy even Esthtr^sJeaU ; and hi 

maiM 
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made a release io the provinces^ and gave gifts^ according 
to the state of the king. 

The king appears to have taken much delight in 
feasts. It was well that he did not take delight in 
something worse. A feast on occasion of his mar- 
riage with the accomplished queen whom he espou- 
sed, cannot expose him to blame. We find marriage- 
feasts common among patriarchs and judges in Is- 
rael. Jesus himself, and his disciples, attended a 
marriage- feast, where he performed the beginning of 
his public miracles, «< A feast is made for laughter j" 
and we may partake of it without sin, if we are care- 
ful to glorify God in earing and drinking, and in 
whatever we do. 

The king, at the same time, gave a release to the 
provinces from their usual imposts, and bestowed 
gifts, according to the state of the king. His heart 
overflowed with joy at the acquisition of a queen so 
beautiful, and possessed of so many virtues. He 
wished his subjects to rejoice with him ; and endea- 
voured, by his liberality on Esther's account, to pro- 
cure; for her the good-will and the blessing of his 
people. That man must be selfish to an uncommon 
degree, who can confine his joys to himsdf. The 
man of a truly generous spirit would have all around 
him, if possible, as happy as himself. 

Ver. 19. — And when the virgins were gathered to* 
gether the sc{:ond time^ then Mordecai sat in the king's 
gate. 

The virgins that had been collected for tlie king, 
were first put under the care of Hegai. They were 
now collected together, as secondary wivc^gvJ^lfe^ 
the care of Shaashgaz, to be left in perpetlu^o]itu.d^^i^ 
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or to be sent for by the king to share his bed, as hi^ 
humour should direct him. Such was their unhappy 
eondition J and such the condition of Esther would 
have been, if God had not given her favour in the 
sight of her lord. Esther was doubtless penetrated 
with gratitude to God, when she considered the 
condition of her rivals, who were buried alive by a 
perpetual seclusion from the pleasures of society*. 
And have not the poorest of European women rea- 
son to thank the great Disposer of human affairs, 
when they consider the slavery imposed upon wo- 
mctJ in the East ? How precious are those laws of 
Christ, « Let every womnn have her own husband.'* 
« Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ loved 
the church.^ What happiness has been diffused b^ 
them ov^r all those places of the earth, where they 
have been received as the commaudments of thf 
Lordl 

Mordecfti sat iir the Idng^s gate at the dme wheft 
Esdier was made queen, and the other ladies of the 
king were collected into the house of the concubines; 
What was Mordecai's office at the king's gate, we 
cannot precisely say. It was probably hot so mean as 
that of a common porter, nor so high as Mordecai 
mi^ have expected, if it had been known that he 
was the queen's adoptive faditr^ But his eyes were 
not lofty, nor his heart haughty, nor did he seek a 
great place for himself in the palace. He had even 
taken measures to prevent the knowledge of his rela- 
tion to the queen. 

Ver. 20. — Esther bad not yet shewed her kifidred^ 
itor her peopk, as^Mordecai hdd charged her ; for Esther 

did 
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Hi the commandment of Mordeta%% Vile as when she was 
brought up with him. 

Esther was far from being afihamed of her people 
or of her kindred. She rejoiced more that she was 
the daughter of Abihaili than in her royal dignity. 
She was far from being unwilling, when occasion 
should require it| to solicit needful favours for her 
people and her kindred, whose welfare, we will after 
wards find, was preferred by her to her life. Bat 
she did not ehuse to be needlessly troublesome to the 
king with her petitions, and, at the same time, she 
was under restraints by the commandment of Morde* 
eai, who had charged her to say nothing about hec 
kindred or her people* 

But did- not Esther forget her rank, when she would 
obejt Mordecaias she had done when she was a 
duld ? Shall die wife of the great king be held under 
puptUage upon her throne ? Esther is more truly great 
in the obedience die still yielded to Mordecai, than in 
die^ honours conferred on her by Ahasuerus. Her gra- 
titude, her humility, her filial obedience, ennoble her 
more than a hundred diadems of the brightest gold 
could have done. 

The woman, as^ well as the man, that enters into 
the state of marriage, must leave father and mother. 
But think not that yeur change of life sets you free 
from the obligations of honouring your parents, or even 
of obeying them, as far as obedience to them is com- 
patible with your new duties. You must honour your 
father as long as he lives ; and you must not despise 
your mother when she is old, and stands in more need 
than ever of the comforts which she will receive from 
jour attentions. 
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You that have been left orphans, and have fornid 
parents in other friends, are bound, whether in the 
single or married state, to testify your respect and gra- 
titude to them, as if you were their children. In some 
respects you are more indebted to them than children 
to their parents. They took you under their protec* 
tiop when you were in a destitute condition, and 
when they were not constrained by such powerful ob- 
ligations as natural parents. 

Let no change in your condition be a pretext for 
forgetting the duties you owe either to parents, or to 
friends who have treated you with the tenderness of 
parents. Esther, when she was a queen, paid the 
same deference to Mordecai, as when she was a de- 
pendant upon his bounty. Our Lord Jesus Christ 
was more highly raised above his mother from the 
very begtnntng of hit mertal life,, for Ec wai the Sea 
of God i tnd yet ht was subject to his parents whilst 
he lived wtH) them ; and vi4ienbe was upoo the cros% 
provided another son for bis mother to corofort her, 
when he should leave the world. 

Ver. 21.— '//I tiose days^ (whik Mordecai sat in ibt 
king^s gate J J two lof the kitij^s chamber lain f^ Bigtbam 
and Teresbf of tbon which kef^ the door^ were wroihy 
and sought to lay hands on tbeiing Ahasuerus. 

It was not the Resign of the writer of this book to 
give us the history of king Ahasuerus, or of his wick> 
ed servants, but to give us the history of a wonderful 
salvation wrought for God's mattered people. But 
events of many different kinds are combined, and co^ 
operate under divine direction for accomplishing his 
gracious purposes to his people. Who would have 
thought that the conspiracy of Bigthan and Teresh, 
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fatal only to themselves, had any relation to the td- 
vation of Israel ? But if their conspiracy had not been 
formed, it would not have been detected ; and by de- 
tecting it, Mordecai gained that favour with the king 
which afterwards proved fatal to the great enemy of 
Mordecai and of Israel. 

" Bigihan and Teresh were wroth, and sought to 
lay hands on the king Ahasuerus." — You n^y envy 
kings, and think they are more fortunate than other 
people, because tliey were Ijprn to be great. But 
greatness ensures neitlier safety nor happiness. M 
kings were imnoortal, when other men must descend 
to the dust, or if their royalty would proj;ra<;t their 
lives to the age of Methuselah, there would be some 
plausible pretence for looking up to them M^tJi ^p 
envious eye. But they die like m^n, although they 
are honoured with the title of gods. They are even 
exposed to dangers from which men of lower ranks 
are exempted. The father of Artaxerxes wa$ treache- 
rously destroyed by. one of his own servants* One of 
his descendants and successors was killed by a favou- 
rite eunuch, and had Ins flesh given to the rats. This 
prince himself, one of the best that stayed the Per- 
sian sceptre, had hi^ life sought by the treachery of 
those. whO' did eat of his bread, and who had doubt- 
less given^im many assurances of their attachment tp 
his person and government. The life of European 
princes, in our time, seems to be less precarious than 
that of many ancient princes, because their govern- 
ments are so constituted as to obviate the hopes of 
ambition in their subjects. Yet, in our own days, 
we h^ve seen two sovereigns cut off by the haiKJcf 
violence, and the life of our own soverelg-^ 
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may God long preserve) exposed to danger from th« 
Innds of madmen. 

* Bigthan and Teresh were wroth with king Ah»- 
suettts; and therefore they sought to lay hands on 
him. Kings are often ill informed of the real dispo^ 
sition of their subjects towards them. Flatteren a^ 
sure rf^n, that whatever they do pleases- all the 
people ; and there are few, or none, that chose to 
wound their ears with pamful truth. But none are 
more exposed to ill-nature and disHke. It was the 
saying of Louis XIV. of France, that when he be- 
stowed any o£icei he made ninety-nine men discon« 
tented, and one unthankful, (meaning the person to 
whom he gave the office). What were the grounds 
of the wrath of Bigthan and Teresh, we cannot tell 
But in the management of die afiairs of a large em« 
pire, there must be many things daily done which wiH 
awaken the wrath of selfish and ambitious men. What 
man was ever so fortunate as to dispense a thousand 
favours, without giving disgust to some of those who 
did not share in them ? and perhaps not less to those 
who have shared in them j for it is diffieult to make 
a proud man believe, that he is respected according 
to his merits. 

Mortify dll your corrupt passions, and never let 
them be suffered to regulate your conduct. How 
often has the passion of anger involved men in blood 
and treason ! Most justly does our Lord explain the 
sixth commandment to include tlie prolnbition of 
anger. 

Beware of speaking a word, or entertaming a thought, 
inconsistent with that high respect which is due to 
princes j « for a bird of the arr shall carry the voice. 
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and that whicb hath wings will tell the matter/' Big- 
than and Teresh afford but one of many thousands of 
instances in which the secret thoughts and speeches 
of traitors have been unexpectedly brought to light, 
by the providence of him who << giveth salvation unto 
kings." 

V£R. 22^f'^And' tie tbmg was iamvn to Mordecaiy 
wbtr told it' unto Esther the queen^ and Esther certified 
the kistg thereof^ in Mordecai^s name. 

We are not' told how the thing came to the know- 
ledge of Mofdecai. But we know that, whatever 
was the means, God was the author of the discovery% 
It was by his good providence that the life of the 
king was preserved, that he might be useful to the 
Israel of God. It was by his good providence that 
Mordecai the Jew. was the discoverer of the treason^ 
that the king's favour might be conciliated to Mor- 
decaii and to Esther and to their people. May. we. 
not add,, that the wicked designs: of these traitors, 
Bigthan and-Tererfi, were permitted by the providence, 
of God, that« the detection of them might.contribute 
to the advaneement of his gracious purposes? He 
permits no > more wickedness to take place, than he 
knows how to over-rule for good. <« The wrath of 
man shall praise Iiim, and the reinainder of his wrath 
shall he restrain.'.' 

As soon as Mordecai came* to the knowledge of thes 
plot formed against the king» he took the best mea- 
sures to prevent the execution, by revealing it to the 
queen, and by her toi the king. If we forbear to 
deliver those that are drawn unto death, and those, 
who are ready to be slain, we are partners i n the 
guilt of their blood. We are bound especir^WfcoS^jt ' 

^^ Digitized by (j' JP^ -^ ■ - '•*-e-^^^j^ 



60 ^tll£li UASa, QITEBII M. P£ItSU. 

tribute <nir htst endeatows, as we lia:ve offortMrntj^ 
to pr«i«rve die Ihres of princesi diose notinbters of God 
for goody tinder whose ptolectiofi we ^oy life aud 
its comforts. Mordecai was under special obl^aticm^ 
as a senraat of his king^ whov sat at his gate^ to be. 
careful of his life. But all the subjects of a king ti^ 
under powerful •biigations to seek and to promote^ 
by all prq>er niean% Us Hfe atid welfare. Abiabai 
procured to himself great honour, and yet did no 
xaore than his, duty» when he put his Itfe into his 
handy and eacoumered a mighty giant, to save the life 
of Datid. 

£^er certified the matter to the king in Morde» 
eai's name. Here ^e appears to l»ve acted without 
conunandasent from him« It was sufficient for Mor*' 
decai to do his duty, and to sore the king's lifci with- 
out seeking either |^ise or reward fqr a service which 
, he c6uld not neglect without baseness and treachery. 
But Esther, on the other side, wished not for tb€»e 
rewards and hon(»nrsffom the king which nF^e ju^y 
pertained to another. She had now an opportunity 
of recommending to tike king's favour her afiectionatc 
friend and father, and she <tid not suftr it.to pass 
neglected. Never let us assume to ourselves the praises 
that belong more justly to another ^ but let us be ever 
ready to procure for our friends and brethren those 
honours and rewards to which they are entitled. 

Ve*» 23. — jM when in^isUion was made of the 
matter f it was found out ; fberefpre they were b&tb 
?janged on a tree : and it was written in the hook cf the 
chronicles before the king* 

, The king Ahasuerus would not, by his absolute 
authority, deliver up to punishment even men who 
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had con&|Mml agHUist hU life^ till he hid good proofs 
of their giuh. Happy ^would it bare Iwen for him 
and for his subjects, if he had never departed from 
this principley that proof should go befoft puiiith*' 
ment. Grievous and dangerous as the crime of ido- 
latry among God's people was, he would not Iiave it 
punished tUi proper inquisition was made about the 
fact *• What ss^ety can any man enjoy> if accusation 
is to hold the place of evidence ? . 

Both the traitors were hanged. Their punishment 
was just and necessaryi and nu>fe moderate than pu- 
nishments often were among the Persians. Ahasue« 
rus would not suffer his enemies to escape vei^ieance, 
although he was a humane prince. And think not, 
you who are enemies and traitors to the Prince of the 
kings of the earth, that you shall escape the vengeance 
merited by your wickedness i << Those mine enemies,'' 
he will say, « who would not have me to reign over 
them, bring forth and^lay before my face." Earthly 
{)rinces syre terrible in their wrath against the enemies 
of their crown or life ; but all that they can do is 
only to kill the body* The King of heaven hu power 
to kill both soul and body, arid to caM both iilto iiell- 
fire. 

« And it was written in the books of the chraoicks 
before the king."— It was a wise institution in Persia, 
that secretaries should commit to registers every re- 
markable action of die king, and every event of his 
reign. It was a great encouragement to welUdoing, 
and a powerful discouragement from eviWoing, to 
know that what was done would not be f(Mrgotten. 
Suppose you knew that a register was kept by som e 
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iniikible scribe of all thai you think, or speak, or act, 
what manner of peraons would you endeavour to be 
in. the exercise of every virtue ? Know, then, that- 
none of your actions ever can be forgotten, that even 
your most secret thoughts are written in durable re-^ 
gisters. The Lord hearkens and hears all that is 
spoken by us. He observses alt that we think or do| 
and a took of remembrance is- written before him* 
which win one day be opened, to the praise of them 
that! do well,, and to the confusion of the wicked. 

Mordecai was not presently rewarded by the king 
for die eminent service whic^ he had done him. No 
matter ;. it was marked down in the king's register. 
He, may one day find, that it was a good thing pa* 
tiently to wait the king's time. At present he wanted 
nothing. The time may come when the king's favour 
maybe more valued by him than life itself. If he. 
had never been rewarded rby the king^ the testimony^. 
of bis conscience) and the assurance of. divine appro** 
bation, were more to him than, all diat the king could 
bestow. 

It was possible that the king of Persia might forget 
the services done to him, though they were recorded 
in his books. But let none of those who perform 
any services^ in the fear of God, to God or to men, 
to kings or to beggars, be afraid of. losing their re^ 
ward. God wiU not be unrigfateous^ to forget any 
works or labours of love done for the name of his 
dear Son. A cup of cold water given to a disciple 
shall in no wise lose its reward ; and whatever good 
thing any man does, the same shall he receive of the 
Lord, whether he be bond, or free. 

DTS. 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



DISCOURSE V- 

THE ELEVATION OF HAMAN.— HIS PRIDE, 
AND RESOLUTION TO REVENGE FAN- 
CIED INDIGNITIES, RECEIVED FROM 
MORDECAI, UPON THE WHOLE NATION 
OF THE JEWS.-Chap. iii. 



Ver. I. -m^ After these things did king Ahasuerus prch 
mote Hamafii the son of Hammedaiha^ the Agagite, and 
advanced him^ and set his seat above all the princes that 
were with him. 

A THOUSAND years before this time, the family of 
Agagjwas renowned in the worid. «« His king,** 
said Balaam concerning Israel, « shall be higher than 
Agag," Tlie generous spirit of Ahasuerus might 
probably feel sentiments of compassion for the poor 
representative of a family once so glorious, and en- 
deavour by his favour to make him some compila- 
tion for the fallen grandeur of his bouse and people ^ 
but why did God suffer a man to be raised high above 
the princes of Persia, who was to make such a bad 
use of his grandeur, as we will soon find Haman did? 
^ Promotion cometh not from the east, nor from the 
west, nor ftom the south* But God is the judge. He 
putteth down one, and setteth up another." Why, 
then, is the basest and proudest of men set up so high, 
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that all the princes of Persia must bow to him ? It is 
needless to answer the question at present. We will 
find it sulEcientljr answered in the course of this his- 
tory ; which will teach us, that «« when the wicked 
spring up as the grass, and when all the workers of 
iniquity do flourish, it is that they shall be destroyed 
for ever 5 because t;^ou. Lord, art mdst high for ever- 
more ♦." 

Ver. ^.-'^Attd all the kin£s servants that were in 
the king's gatei bowed and r^erenced Haman / for the 
king had so commanded concerning him : but Alordecai 
bowed not, nor did him reverence. 

Many of the king's ministers had their stations . in 
the king's gate, where, it is probable, convenient 
apartments were provided for them 5 and all of them 
honoured him whom the king delighted to honour. 
" Where the word of a king is, there is power." All 
will bow to the man on whom tlie king is pleased 
to smile. If the favourites of earthly kings are so 
Iiighly respected, ought we not to honour those who 
are the favourites of Heaven ? The mind of Christ 
is not in us, if we do not honour them that fear the 
Lord. 

Why did the king command his sen^ants to pay- 
such distinguished honours to Haman ? Did he not 
believe ^at his o^^n known affection to Haman, and 
the higli lionours conferred upon him, were abufv- 
dantly sufficient to ensure to him all that honour ta 
which the liighest subject could be entitled ? From 
this command it appears probable that the king de- 
sired greater honour to be given to Haman, than waa 
usually given even to kings' favourites •, and this v«^as* 

probably 
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probably the reason why Mordecai refused to perform 
that homage to Haman, vhich he expected from the 
royal command in his favour. Many authors attest, 
that honours of a religious kind used to be given to 
the kings of Persia^ by those who came into their pre- 
sence ; and some share of the like honour was, it is 
likely, required by the king for his favourite and friend. 
This, at least, we may safely say, that Mordecai 
did not decline the required homage to Haman, either 
from motives of envy, or from narrow scruples of 
conscience, in a matter where conscience was not 
concerned. He well knew that Abraham made no 
scruple of bowing himself to the ground before stran- 
gers who came to his tent •, that Joseph accepted ot 
the homage of the Egyptians, which (if our transla- 
tion of Gen. xli. 43. is just) amounted to no less than 
bowing the knee before him ; and that when the 
peopk of Israel worshipped the Lord and king Davids 
they did nothing inconsistent with their religion. It 
was only civil homage that they performed to their 
fellow-men. But, in all appearance, something more 
was understood to he signified by that homage which 
was required for Haman ; and Mordecai would not 
in the least instance violate his duty, to please the 
greatest of men. 

Ver. 3. — Then the iing*s servants which were in^ 
the ktng'*s gate said unto Mordecai^ Why transgressest 
thott the iing^s commandment^ 

The king*s servants thought his conmiands entitled 
to implicit obedience. Whatever he said was a law 
to them. He was an image of God upon earth ; 
and obedience of ati unreserved kind seemed to them 
a part of their duty. Christians have not^ 
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to regulate their practice. There is oae King whose 
commands must ever be a law to us : For «* why 
call we Christ, Lord, Lord, if we do not the tbingf 
whidi he says * ?" The commands of earthly princes 
are to be done likewise, out of conscience towards 
God, when they do not oppose bis commandments^ 
But when any thing is enjoined us contrary to thli 
honour of God, and to the duty which we owe to 
him, we must obey God, and not man 5 for whethei 
it be right in the sight of God to obey God or mai^ 
it is not difficult to decide. 

" Why transgressest thou the king's eemmand-^ 
ment ?" — Mordecai professed and practised on former 
occasions strict loyalty. He had recently saved the 
king's life, and might hope for a good reward, if he 
continued to satisfy ijie king by his obedience. Why^. 
then, does he now act in express opposition to lus de*- 
ckred will ? Did he not know that kings nmst be 
obeyed, and will not suffer dtspbedience to their orden 
^ pass unpunished i 

Confessors of the truth, who exposed themselves 
4o reproach and punishment for their fidelity to God». 
have been the wonder of the world- in every age^. 
especiaUy when their opposition to the public laws 
seemed to turn upon small matters. The heath«36 
who saw the Christians expose themselves to a cruel 
death, because they would not throw a fev/ grains of 
incense into the fire, nor ^;^orship the genius of Caesar, 
believed that they had lost -their reason. The like no- 
tions were formed concerning Protestant and Presby*. 
terian martyrs by their enemies. But surely true 
wisdom will direct us to chuse the greatest sufferings^ 

ratheit 
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Mther tfean the least sin. God can easily recompense 
our worst mifierings in his cause 5 but who can com- 
pensate the damage of tb© least sin ? Remember the 
words of Jesus, « Whosoever shall break one of the 
least of these commandmentSi or shall teach men so, he 
shall be called the least in the kingdom b( heaven *.'*^ 
Ver. 4. — }iow it came to pass^ when they spaie daily 
unto bim^ and he hearkened not unto thefUy that they told 
Hamaftt to see uhether Mordecoi his matters would 
stand, for he had told them that be was a Jew* 

*• They spake daily unto him." — This they under- 
stood to be the office of friends 5 for Mordecai, they 
thought, was risking his life for n trifling scruple about 
his religion. They did not think it the part of a maft 
of «ense to throw away hrs life for the punctilios <rf 
religion ; and used all their eloquence to persuade 
him to change his conduct. But their friendship te 
him was of the same kind with Eve^s friendship th 
Adam, when she persuaded him to eat the forbidden 
fruit J or with Delilah's friendship to Samson, when 
she insisted upon a proof of his love that was to be fa*- 
tal to his own life. Those are our true friends wh© 
warn us against declining the cross of Christ by sin- 
ful compliances. Those are our worst ertemies, who 
persuade us to prefer our life and comfort, to our duty. 
Our Lord Jesus Christ taught us this lesson when he 
said to Peter, « Get thee behmd me, Satan !** Peter's 
offence was, that he would not have his Lord to suf- 
fer. This he accounted an expression of his friend- 
ship, but Christ esteemed it an expression of enmity 
worthy of Satan, the great enemy of God and men. - 
When they spake to him day by day, Morder^.^^Tvn<^ 
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Still the same man. He laid it down as a principle, 
that he would do his duty, be the consequence wha€ 
it would ; and that no intreaties, no persuasions, no 
dangers, should induce him to violate the commands, 
or to sacrifice the honour of his Cod. To what pur- 
pose do we enter into the way of righteousness, if we 
do not persevere in it ? The importunities of those 
who would turn us aside from the path of duty, arc 
to be considered as temptations of Satan by his emis- 
saries ; and shall they be set in opposition to the com- 
mands of God, or to the dictates of our own con* 
sciences ? Would we listen to any man, if he persua- 
ded us to inflict deadly wounds upon our bodies ? But 
our bodies are less precious than our souls, to which 
every wilful sin gives a deadly etab. 

At length <* they told Haman, to see whether Mor- 
decafs matters would stand," and whether he would 
i^ot at last be constrained to yield to their advices. They 
appeared to be his friends, when they exhorted bim 
to obey the king's commandment ; but now tliey di^ 
cover thcffiselv^s to be his enenries, when they expose 
him to the vengeance of the haughty favourite. There 
aft tob miany whose frietKlship is but little removed 
from enmity. They will shew you great kindness, if 
you suffer them to be your masters : but if you think 
it necessary to judge for yourselves what you ate to 
do, they reckon themselves affronted. If you follow 
their example, they will praise your understanding ; 
if you act in opposition to it, they consider your con- 
duct as a libel on their own, and care not what mia- 
chiefs may be the consequence. 

« For he had told them that he was a Jew."— Apd 
it seems they desired to s#e whether the Jews wooM 
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be allowed to observe, with impunity, their singular 
customs, ' 

It was high time for the Jews to be strict in ob- 
serving the laws of their God ; those laws, especially, 
which prohibited the alienation of religious worship 
from their own God. They had already smarted se« 
Terely for idolatry, and now it was necessary for 
them, unless they wished for utter extermination, to 
stand at the utmost distance from this fatal- crime. 
We find in the Grecian history, that the Jews were 
not the only people who refused to give that homage 
which was required by the kings of Persia. The A- 
thenians put Timagoras, one of their citizens, to 
death, for saluting the king of Persia in the Persian 
mode 5 and some of the soldiers of Alexander the 
Great rebelled against him, when he demanded from 
them the honours usually given to the kings of Persia. 
But these blind heathens acted rather upon the prin- 
ciple of honour, than of religion. They might have 
performed religious homage to the Persian roonarchs 
as reasonably and innocently as to the ordinary objects 
of their worship. But th^ Jews were taught of God 
to worship himself alone. Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego, chose to give their bodies to the burning 
fire, rather than worship any other god than their 
own God : and Mordecai chose to run every hazard, 
rather than prostitute to a creature those honours 
which belonged exclusively to God his Maker. 

Mordecai would not comply with the solicitations 
of the king's ministers : but he gave them a good 
reason why be would not do it, when " he told diem 
that he was a Jew j" and that the laws of his fathers 
prohibited his compliance with their wishes. 
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WIe Esther to tell her people or her kindred: but^ 
when occasion required, he was not ashamed to tell 
bis own people, and kindredi and religi(Hi. Here lie 
followed the example of David, *f who would speak 
of God's testimonies before kings, and would not be 
ashamed." Why should any fearer of God, any fol- 
lower of Jesus, be ashamed openly to avow his pro- 
fession before the greatest of men ? Nothing can be 
more shameful, than to be ashamed of our Creator and 
Redeemer. The followers of the Lamb have theo* 
Father's name written on their forehead* 

Ver. 5. — ^d when Haman saw that Mi^deeai 
ho'joed noty nor did him reyerence, ihtn wat Haman fult 
qf wf*ath* 

« Mordecai bowed not, nor did him reverence/' 
—Was not Mordecai too full of scruples ? Might he 
not have bent his body in civil homage, to which 
Haman was entitled by his station ? He might then 
have been overlooked j tlie difference between his 
mode of paying homage, and that of the other ser- 
vants of the khig, might have been unobserved, and 
thus he might have escaped the danger that threatened 
him. 

Mordecai would not surely have with-held civU 
homage from the king's favourite, although he wat 
of the race of Agag, if he could have performed it 
without being supposed to give to him that religious 
respect which was paid to him by others. But he 
would have preferred peace to truth, and his own 
life to a good conscience, if he had rendered to hini 
any kind of homage that would have been generally 
understood to contain the lowest acts of religious 
Vorship. It 13 a necessary duty to abstain from all 

n appearance 
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•ppeaxance of evil. We must give no offence to any 
man, even by doing those things that are in themselves 
lawful. But when, without practising any acts of 
^olatry, we do those things which may lead weak 
brethren into idolatry, we sin against our brethren, 
and against Christ who died for them. It is an ex« 
ceUent story that is told of old Eleazar, 2 Mac. vii. 
who refusing to eat swine's ilesh at tlie commandment 
of the king, his pitying, but weak friends, proposed 
'to bring some other kind of flesh to him, that he 
might eat it as swine's flesh, and thus escape the tor- 
•ments prepared for him* But the good man would 
by no means sully his old age with the reproach of 
simulation to save his life *, nor lay a stumbling-bkick 
before the younger Jews^ by giving them any appear- 
ance of reason to think that he had done a thing so 
contrary to the laws of his fathers^ He chose rather 
to bear tlie cruel efiects of the royal indignation, than 
to fliiKh, eiren in appearance, from that good pro* 
fess^on which he had maintained for ninety years ; 
and Mordecai would rather encounter all the rage of 
an haughty favourite, than do any action which 
might prove a stumbling-block to any of his brethren 
of the children of IsracL 

Haman was full of wrath, when he heard and saw 
that Mordecai, refused him that homage which was 
given him by every other man, without excepting 
even the highest of the king's princes,. -How dread- 
fully this wrath flamed in his bosom, we learn from 
the method which he took to ^express it. We may 
observe, at present, what misery pride,, by its own 
nature, and inseparable consequences, brings upon 
mtn. No proud n:un ever received all th atj^ i1Pi| 
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or W2S treated with all that delicacy of regatd> which 
he thought his due. Now pride, mortified by neglect 
or contempt, kindles a fire in the soul, which bums, 
and tc^ments, and destroys. What man can be more 
miserable than he who bums for vengeance upon the 
objects of his di^teasnre, but tounents himself in the 
first place by a fire which he is constantly feeding 
within his own bowels ? 

A wise man would have overlooked the supposed 
injury) and respected, or at the worst pitied, scruples 
that appeared to him unreasonable. Haman's master 
would have probably smiled at the singularity of Mor* 
decai's behaviour. It is said that Darius, grandfa- 
ther to this prince, was once, on a journey, solicited 
by one o£ his attendants to give him his embroidered 
robe, which happened to be torn. The king, knowing 
^at it was a capital crime, by the laws of Persia, for 
any subject to wear the king's robe, gave it to the 
man, with a strict prohibition from wearii^g it. He 
no sooner, however, received it, than he dressed him* 
self in the gorgeous robe. When the king's oth^ 
attendants were filled with indignation, the king said» 
I give him leave, as a woman, to wear the embroidery^ 
and as a madman, to wear the robe. If Haman had 
passed ovtr the supposed indignity with suchajest» 
he might have saved himself from much misery, and 
would have iost none of his honours. But none are 
so proud as men r^tised from a dunghill to a seat near 
the throne. Cjprus, Darius, and Artaxerxes, whom 
we suppose to be the king Ahasuerus of this book, had 
Jews in their courts, who certainly did not give them 
honours unfit for men to receive, and yet those princes 
shewed them great favour. But the upstart minicm 
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thought no punishment too severe for a man that 
would not honour him as a god. May God preserve 
us all from unexpected heights of prosperity, or give 
US grace to bear such dangerous changes in our con- 
dition as becometh saints ! 

Ver. 6. — And be thought scorn to lay bands on Mot" 
decai alone, for they had shewed him the people of Mor^ 
decai : wherefore Human thought to destroy all the Jews 
that were throughout the whole kingdom of Ahasuerusy 
even the people of Mir decai. 

Pride thirsts for the blood of those by whom it 
is wounded; And this is certainly enough, and too 
much, for its gratification. When the Pharisees and 
priests were hurt by the fame and by the testimony 
of Jesus, they sought to destroy him ; and his own 
blood would have been sufficient, whilst he lived among 
them, to satiate their fury. When they sent a band of 
men with Judas to apprehend him, they gave them no 
commission to apprehend his disciples along with him. 
But the wound given to the pride of Haman was too 
sore and deep to be healed by the blood of Mordecai 
alone. The blood of a thousand, the blood of ten 
diousand men, was not sufficient. The wh<de na- 
tion of the Jews must be sacrificed to his revenge. 
In some barbarous nations, atrocious crimes are pu- 
nished, not with the death of the malefactor only, 
but with the death of every member of his family, or 
of all his kindred. The fury of Haman is not satisfied 
with the destruction of Mordecai, alid of all his fa- - 
ther's house ; all the Jews throughout the wide-ex- 
tended empire of Ahasuerus were no more than a suf- 
ficient sacrifice to his revenge. ., 

They were « the people of Mordecai." 3^^^'?isrSlt ^ 
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his qiiarrel with them. Was this a reason for their 
destruction ? Let Mordecai be the worst of men, it does 
not follow that all his countrymen must be wicked. 
If a whole nation were to be extirpated when a single 
atrocious criminal is to be found amongst them, all 
the nations of the world must have been long ago 
rooted out of the land of the living, and the earth left 
one large desart for lions, and tigers, and bears, and 
wolves, to prey upon the weaker animals. But the 
wrath of man cannot hear the voice of reason and 
justice. It wants ears, but it has a loud voice, crying, 
Blood, blood. If you desire to hold your innocence, 
give no ear to its clamours. Make it to appear that 
you have learned the truth as it is in Jesus, « by put- 
ting off the old man with his deeds, which' is corrupt, 
according to the deceitful lusts." Among other lusts, 
« put away all malice and envies." " Be ye angry 
and sin not. Let not the 8u|l go down upon your 
wrath, neither give place to thPdevil." Your wrath 
may prove very troublesome to the persons against 
whom it is directed ; but it will be beyond comparison 
more troublesome to yourselves. The wrath of Ha- 
man drew many teai« and sighs from Mordecai : but 
it drew down fejirful vengeance upon Haman himself, 
and upon all his family. God give us all that " wis- 
dom which is from above,^ which is first pure, then 
peaceable, gentle, and easy to be entreated, full of 
mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without 
hypocrisy," James, iii. 17. 
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DISCOURSE VI. 



HAMAN OBTAINS FROM THE tSUG A 
DECREE FOR THE DESTRUCTION OF 
THE JEWS.— Chap. iii. T.— 14. 



Ver. 7.^ — In the first months {that is tbemotuh N»an)t 
in the twelfth year of king Ahasuerus^ they catt Pur^ 
that isy the ht^ before iflaman^ from day to day^ and 
from month to month^ to the twelfth months that is the 
month Adar. 



Xhe meaning plainly is^ that on the twelfth day of 
the month Nisan, they cast lots with reference to 
dl the days and months of the year, to know what 
would be the lucky month for the business in agita- 
tion. The Vulgate translation runs thus: — ^" On 
what day, and in what month, the Jews ought to be 
dain." And the twelfth month, which is called Adar, 
came forth. 

It was the reproach of some of the Jewish kings, 
that they observed times. But it was common amor^ 
the heathens to make a distinction between] 
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^nd unlucky days. By this superstitious distinction^ 
they sometimes suffered opportunities to b^ lost which 
coold never be recalled, and thereby exposed them- 
selves tb great losses, or to extreme dangers. 

The bunness which Haman had now in contem- 
' plation was importanti and might prove dangerous. 
He therefore endeavours to discover the will of the 
gods by At ttse of the lot, concerning the most pro- 
per time for executing his purpose. But there was 
surely another point which ought previously to have 
been determined, whether he should attempt to exe- 
cute his purpose, or forbear. It might have occurred 
to him, that possibly there was no time at all in which 
it would be safe to undertake an enterprise so full of 
horror. But his passions blinded him. The enter- 
|jri$e must be undertaken. He cannot enjoy' life, un- 
less his enemies aace destroyed. The time only is re- 
ferred to the lot ; and, through ths good providence 
of Ood, it directs him to a very distant day, at the 
end of not less than eleven months. 

Little did Haman know that the whole disposing 
of lots belonged to the God of that people whom he 
proposed to exterminate from the earth, and that of 
consequence the season pointed out by the lot was 
likely not to be the best season for executing his par- 
pose, but the most proper season for preventing the 
execution of it, and for turning the moditu ted ven- 
geance upon his own head. <« The wicked is snared 
in the works of bis own bands.*' Whilst he croucbes 
and humbles himself, and uses every artifice, that rfie 
poor may fall by his strong ones^ he is, in efiect, 
• spreading snares for himself. 

Ver. 8.— /A/i Haman said awifo kin^ ^htthtervs^ 
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Therff is a certain people scattered abroadf and dispersed 
amtmg the people y in all the prtmsices of thy hmgdomf ami 
their laws are diverse /rom all people^ neither keep they the 
king's laws ; therefore it is not for the Ung^s pri^ to 
suffer them. 

It 18 surprising that it could ever come into the 
mind of any man, to seek the destruction of a whde 
nation for an offence given him hj otkt man. But it 
is far more surprising that Haman could ever have 
the audacity to propose it to his sovereign^ and to 
a sovereign known to be o£ a humane disposition. 
He stood high in the favour cA his prince | but did 
he not risk the total loss of that favour by a proposal 
so evidently unjust and inhumane ? Why did he not 
dread the wrath of the kingy vi^iich is at messengers 
of death ? Might he not have heard such words aa 
these, in answer to his pr(q[>oftal : < Audacious vioretch f 
what bast thou seen in me that thou shouldest hope to 
make me the n/mrderer of my people ? Man of blood ! 
thou scruplest not to seek the destruction, at one blow, 
of thousands of my subjects, upon a vague unsup- 
ported charge which thou bringest i^ainst them ! 
Wilt thou not another day follow the example of 
Bigthan and Teresh ? Wilt thou be more afraid to lay 
thy hand upon one man, though a king, than upon 
many thousands of my subjects, who have done thee 
no wrong ?' 

But Haman had his reasons to justify his strange 
proposal to the king. The people whose destruction 
he sought were a contemptible people, scattered 
through every province of the king's dominions. They 
had laws peculiar to themselves, and they were not 
observers of the king's lawjs. 

Da ^ , They 
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They were scattered through every province of the 
king's dominions. He speaks as if they had no coun- 
try which deserved to be called their own. Thisy 
however^ was not a fact, for the nation of Israel 
was now brought back to its own land $ and although 
many of them still continued to dwell in foreign lands, 
were they therefore to be marKed out for slaughter ? 
Was Ahasuerus to make his name infamous among 
all nations, and to all posterity, by imitating the ex- 
ample of the tyrant Busiris, whose custom it was to 
sacrifice all strangers that he found in the land of 
£gypt, where he reigned ? If the Jews must die be- 
cause they dwell not in the land of their fathers, let 
Haman himself, and all the remnant of Amalek, pe- 
rish* They have been brought, by the revolutions of 
time, or by the providence of God, into a condition 
i»:ill more contemptible than that of the Jews. 

•< And thdr law« are diverse from all people/'*- 
True. But is this a reason why they should be de- 
stroyed, before it be considered whether these laws 
are better or worse than the laws of other people ? 
Let this be ccmsidered, before this people be condemn- 
ed for having such laws. Have they laws to autho- 
rise murder, treason^ hatred of mankind, robbery, or 
adultery ? Then let them be compelled to abjure such 
laws, or be rooted out of the land of the living : But if 
their laws be found to be the best in the world, let it be 
acknowledged that this nation is a wise and under- 
standing people, unless tliey are found careless about 
their own laws, and disposed rather to observe other 
rules of conduct. 

But this was another charge against them, that 
they were too observant of their own laws, and did 

^ ^ T not 
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not regard the laws of the king. It is, indeed, a 
great crime, in most cases, to disobey the laws of the 
country where we dwell, and of the king under whose 
protection we live. Unless the king's authority be 
respected, good order cannot be maintained; nor 
can men be secured in their life, property, and ho- 
nours, where kings do not enforce obedience to their 
good laws. Yet there are cases in which it is a vir- 
tue to transgress the laws of the greatest king. What 
if the laws of God are contrary to them ? Kings them- 
selves are but subjects to the everlasting King ; and 
as subjects are bound to disobey their superbr fellow- 
subjects when they require them to do things incon- 
sistent with the laws of the king, so all subjects are 
bound to respect the will of God, in opposition to 
the will of an earthly sovereign. Nothing, indeed, 
can be more wicked than to violate gopd laws, under 
pretence of conscience towards God. But wise prin* 
ces themselves will respect those men most amongSit 
their subjects, who are least disposed to sacrifice their 
highest duties to complaisance for princes. The 
Emperor Constantius, father to Constantine the Great, 
once commanded all his Christian servants to ofFer sa- 
crifices to the gods of Rome. If they refused to obey 
his command, they were to be dismissed from his 
service. Many of them obeyed ; others did not, and 
accordingly were dismissed. But in a day or two he 
turned out all who had complied with his orders, and 
recalled those whom he had expelled, saying, that 
those' would be most faithful to their prince, who 
were most faithful to their God } and that he would 
not trust men who were false to their religion. 

VeR, 9. — If it please the kingy let it be uvj^ ^H ^h, 
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they may Is destroyed ; and I wilt pay tin thousand ta* 
lents of silver to the bands x>f those th^t have the charge 
of the business^ to bring it into the king^s treasuries . 

« If it please the king, let it be written that they 
mny be destroyed." — ^Why ? They are a worthless 
people, « for they are scattered over all the king's 
dominions, and live according to their own singular 
laws, without observing the king's laws ; and there- 
fore It is not for the king's profit to suffer them to 
live/' And must the lives of hundreds of* thousands 
be sacrificed to a vague unproved accusation? If the 
Jews are a scattered people, that is their misfortune, 
rather than their sin. If they have singular institu-* 
tions derived from their fathers, are they to be blamed 
for observing them, before it is proved that they are 
v/icked, or inconsistent with the safety of other men*« 
Jives and property ? It was commonly held among the 
heathens to be a virtue, rather than a vice, for men to 
respect the laws of their fathers. If they did not ob- 
serve the king's laws, let them be punished for it, un* 
less they can prove that their consciences required 
them to act as they did, but let them be punished ac- 
cording to the nature of their oflFence. The king's 
laws were not the laws of Draco the Athenian, which 
were said to be written in blood, because he made 
every fault capital. He thought that the smallest 
faults deserved death, and for the greatest crime he 
could find no greater punishment. 

« It is not for the king's profit to suffer such men to 
live 5" and therefore let them be put to death. But will 
it be profit to the king to put them to death ? Will he 
derive much pleasure or advantage from the guilt of 
an hundred thousand murders, from the execrations 
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of all his survhring subjects, and of all generarions of 
mankind, from the horrors of a self-accuring con- 
science, and from the prospect of the vengeance 
which the Creator of mankind may be expected to 
inflict on the destroyers of the work of his hands i 

But the profit of which Haman chiefly thought, 
was the flourishing state of the royal revenue. This 
•nation was so poor, that the revenue would not be 
lessened by its destruction. If, however, the king 
was under any apprehensions that his revenue would 
suffer damage, Haman proposes tq make a full equi- 
valent by paying into the king's treasuries ten thousand 
talents, which make several millions of our money. 
This sum he probably intended to raise in part out of 
the eflFects of the condemned nation, and to make up 
what was wanting from his own private estate. His 
revenge was so dear to him, that he would not only 
hazard the king's favour by the horrid proposal of 
-murdering a whole nation, but expose himself to a 
•severe loss in his fortune,^ rather than suflTer the 
hated race to live. What liberal sacrifices will men 
make to their passions ! They will give a great part of 
the substance of their house for the gratification of their 
hatred or their lust. Why then should we think it 
an hard matter to give a part of our substance to God ? 
If our desires are as eager for the advancen^eHt of ^ 
virtue and purity, if we are as earnest in our wishes 
to have the wants of the poor supplied, and the aiRic- 
tions of the unfortunate relieved, as revengeful men, 
like Haman, are to gratify their ill-nature, it will 
give us pleasure to honour the Lord with our sub- 
stance, and to minister to the necessities of our iFel- 
low-men. 

D 5 n^^^] Veb, 
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Vbb» 10. li,^.m^ml ihi king teoi his riig Jtvm b^ 
bsmd, mid govt it utUo Haman the sou ff Hammeiutbm^ 
ths Agapit^ the Jews enemy. And the king said aoUo 
Haman^ The silver is given to thee^ the fetfle ulso^ to do 
with them as it seemeth good to thee. 

Hefe we see the danger of despotism, and the Ta- 
lue of liberty. Ahasuerus was none of the worst of 
princes. Humanity appeared to characterise his go- 
vernment ; and we find bim» in an unguarded hour, 
and in the effusions of his friendship to an imwortliy 
favourite, giving his consent to a massacre, which, 
if i| had been perpetrated, must have ranked him 
with the most odious tyrants that ever lived. What 
tyrant ever ccmsigned a whole nation of subjecis to 
destruction by a single decree i Caligula, it is said, 
wished that the whole Roman people had but one 
ntck,^ that he might cut it off at a single blow. Yet 
we do not read that he ever attempted to destroy at 
one bh>w any of the numerous nations that were sub- 
ject to the Roman emp»e. But Ahasuerus compli- 
m^its Haman wi^ the lives oi a whole nation scat- 
tered through all his dominions, without putting 
himself to the trouble of asking what proof Haman 
had of the cri^ies, if they could be called crimes, 
that were laid to their charge. The mischief of arbi«* 
ttvpf power and oi slavery in nations^ lies not chiefly 
in the insecurity of life, and of property, but in the 
tendency which they both have to conupt the hearts 
and the morals of men. Could any man, not invested 
.with unlimited power, have ever thought of mfiking 
such a horrid present to one of his favourites ? When 
men are taught that they may do what they please^ 

they 
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diey must be exempted frcmi the weaknesees and wlu$ 
incident to human nature, if tbey always eocfioe 
their pleasure within the limits which nmi must pee* 
scribe to themselresy who are limited by laws# ^Boo^ 
dage under masters of unlimited power, has, «n the 
other side, a strong tendencjr to debase and vitiate 
the sottliT No wise man wtU with to possess the pov^er 
• of doing evik Every subject of a free govemm^t is 
no less bound to.be thankful to God for that precious 
blessing, than for food and raiment. 

Ahasuerus appears to have been, a man of an easy 
temper, and ready to confer the greatest obligations^ 
without deliberation, on those whom he Joved« But 
there/is#io true virtue without judgement and stea<^ 
diness. . A thoughtless man, of an ea^ temper, is 
more likely to turn out a vicious thxx ^ virtuous 
character ; because hi a world where so many moi^ 
bad than good meni are to be met with,, he is likely to 
give up himself ta the guidance of those who will 
lead him out of the way of undersj^diog). ^or if he 
should be led in tlie right path by some^f his friends, 
there are others that will lead him out of it. Ahasuerus 
would have heaped favours upon the Jews, ifMorde- 
cal had been to him at thisjime what H^unan was.: If 
he was the prince whom we lake him to have been, 
he had already conferred very, high favours upoB the 
Jews in the seventh year of his reigns Ezra, vii. : And 
now, at the distance of five years, he signs a death* 
warrant for the whole nation, without knowing or 
thinking what he was doing. He does not appear to 
have so much as asked what that nation was which 
Haman solicitej him to destroy. For aught he knew, 
D6 
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• hr WM^giraig cwnest to ai decree for the itetcvuction 
«f Iw beloved qveetii and of Motdecai> to whom he 
wm indcbtiKi for bie life. He now takes hit ring, and 

- gives it to Haaim, to -sign what decrees he pleased to 
mail*. How dkl he know that HanKnn would not 

' sign a decree for his own deposition or death ? Some 
sSiy that Semiiamis obtained bar hadMOid's parmiseion 
to reign for fire days, and in iAmt time ordered her 
httsbMid to be slain, that she might get perpetual pos- 
session of his throne* 

Many hare nouduly dtstinguished between an easy 

t^aoA a good temper. An easy temper is a very dan- 
gerous one^ when it is not under the powerful restraints 
of wisdom. It is vain to boast of a read^ compli- 
ance with ^ery good motion suggested to us, if we 
are equally ready to comply with bad motions, if we 
susrender ourselves to the direction of our friends, we 
may soon find that we have given up ourselves to our 
eaensies. He is not our friend who desires to be our 
lord. A me friend will wish us to behave lake men, 
and libe Christians } and if we are Christians, we 
must nc^ be slaves of the best erf men on earth. << Ye 
are bought wkh a price.".— « Be not ye the servants 
of men, but of the Lord Christ. Please 4nen for 
their good to edification.'' Be always ready to grant 
rea^nable requests, and to follow good counsels. But 
you must judge frar yourselves by the light which 
God hath giv^fi you, what requests are lawful to be 
granted^ and what counsels are worthy to be fed* 
lowed. 

^ The silver is given to thee, and the people also, . 
to do with them as it seemeth good to thee/'— Ob- 
serve in what light this prince viewed bis people. 

He 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



TtiaiKtTaVCTWM OV TH&JfiWS. S5 

.He eonaklered tfaem as a pait of his goods and chat- 
tels, tsf winch he was at Hbeity to dispose at his plea- 
sure. Unbippy the peof^e whose kings afe trained 
up in such notions : Still more unhappy the princes 
whose minds are swelled, and their hearts vitiated, by 
such conceits of their own powers. And yet, if the 
people had been as entirely the king's prcf>erty, as 
cattle are die property of the husbandman who rears 
them, would *he have been justified in transferring 
his right to an avowed butcher f The husbandman 
incurs no Uame by giving up to the slaughter those 
animals that may be used as food \ but if he should 
give up to the slaughter those beasts that are used in 
work only, would he not greatly abuse his power, and 
incur the just charge of wanton cm^ky ? A good 
man regardeth the life of his beast. A proud man 
little regards the life of his>feilow*men in the lower 
ranks of life. 

Vbr. 12*— rA«» Wire the kin^t scriba calkd on the 
thirteenth day of the first months ami there was wrkterii 
accordwg to aU that Haman had commanded^ unto the 
ktng*s iieutenantSf and to the^ governors that were over 
every pro^inte^ to the rulers of e^ery people of every 
proifinceif according to the writing thereof and to every 
people after their language. In tie name tf Ahasueru^ 
was it vmtten% and sealed wkh the hinges ring* 

The wickedne^ of the intended massacre does not 
rest with Ahasuems and Haman. Great multitudes 
of the king's subjects must participate in the guilt. 
The governors and rulers of every province, and the 
people under their command, have letters written to 
them, sealed with the king's seal, to contribute their 
part to the massacre. Let the great consid^M*!^^ 
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ihej do* If they are wicked, diey ate fiot tvkketf 
alone. They make others shares with them in their 
gmk : mi whikt they make their inferiors sin, it^ 
may expect to bear their execrations in bell for bring* 
iog them along with diemseives to that place of tor- 
mcntt 

These man were greatly to be pitied who lived 
under an absolute gOTemment, beeattse, in many in- 
stances^ they would find it aecessary ettker to sm 
against thenr own souls, or to ofiend a prince whose 
frown was death. We ought to bless God that no< 
man hath power to require us to do aBy thing but ac* 
cording to the known laws of the land : And yet 
naen of true virtue will not ci^nply with the will ^i 
the most absolute monarefas, when it is not consistent 
with the laws of juatice and of mercy. At the fa« 
mous Barthok>fflew massacre, when the King of 
France sent his orders to the commanders in the di£* 
ferent provinces, to- massaore the Huguenots,, one of 
them returned him this answer: << In my dkti'rot 
your Majesty has many brave soldiers, but no but-- 
chers.*' , That virtuous govenior never felt any ef^ 
fects of the royal resentment. It is tobe feared that 
few of the Persian governors would have given such 
proofs of virtuous courage, if the king's edict had not- 
been reversed. We fiiid none of all the govemot* of. . 
the provin<^s of the BabyhKuan empire, tliat refused to 
bow their knees to the graven image which Nebucl^d^ 
nezzar the king set up. The subjects of princes who 
rule with unlimited dominion, are for the most part 
slaves both in body and in soul. They are taii^ht 
from their earliest days, by the examples which they 

see 
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see around them> to consider their princes as gods on 
earthi whose will must not be disputed. 

Ver. 13.— ^jwf thi letters were sent by pests vniaaM 
the Jking^s provinces^ to destroy^ to kiil^ (md to caun to 
perish, all the Jews y hotb young and old^ little children 
and women, in one day^ even upon the thirteenth day cf 
the twelfth month, (which is the momh Addtr), end to 
take the spoil of them for a prey. 

Malice must ha^ blinded the eyes of that wicked 
^man to a strange degree. He gives as the reason why 
he would have the hated nation destroyed, *^ That 
they did not keep the king's laws ;" but in the edict 
against them are comprehended many thousands w1k> 
could not possibly break them. The little children^ 
who could neither do good nor evil, may reasonably 
be supposed to make a fourth or fifth part of the 
whole nation. There might be supposed^ at leasts 
as many in the whole nation of the Jews as at Ni- 
neveh in the days of Jonah, who <^^ukl not discerm 
between their right hand and their left. The king's 
humanity must have revolted at the thought of shed- 
ding the blood of so many innocents, as soon as he 
reflected calmly on this horrible decree. It is said, 
that CHie of the hsurdened bigots who killed many of 
the Protestants in the Irish massacre, found his con- 
science tormented as long as be lived, with the thought 
of some babes whom he had stabbed in the I^at of 
his zeal. Their images often presented themselves 
to his fancy, and iniicted severer pangs than the 
gibbet could have done. What, then, must a prince, 
naturally of a clement disposition, have thought in 
his moments of reflection, concerning a favourite 
who had, in an unguarded moment, persuad^ 
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to gwe a death-warrant against the poor h^Am of a 
whole nation, who could not in any manner offend 
htm, as we)) as against their fathers and mothers, 
who had done nothing to offend him, but b]r ob^r* 
Ting the laws of their fathers ? Although Providence 
had not so w<mderfully interposed to turn Haman's 
jsiiachief ufon his own head^ it is rery probable he 
would not long have scaped the vengeance of his 
Jntsguided prince, who could not have forgiven him- 
self nor his favourite the guilt of so many causeless 
jxmrders. 

The Jews are the people expressly mentioned as 
At utthappy objects of this bloody edict. Haman 
jUA «iot know that Esther herself, no less than Mor- 
decaiy was included in this intended prescripfioM. 
•Had any one drawn his sword against the queen's 
h£B, what punishment could justly have been inflicted 
4ipQn him by the king, when he could produce a war- 
rant sealoi with the king's seal ? 

But there was another point of still more import* 
smce uhknown to this enemy <^ the Jews, that they 
irere a nation which could n<H be extirpated, because 
they were under the special protecticm of the God of 
heavieit. The malice of Haman could no more frus- 
trate the juicient (^cles relating to the Jews, than it 
jcottkLpull the sun out of tl^ fkmament, and deprive 
die workt of the light of day* « The sceptre was not 
to depart from Jtidah, nor a lawgiver from between 
his feet, till Shibh should come.'* The Sbil<^ was 
not yet (;ome. Judah must therefore continue a 
distixKt nation, under govamors that proceeded 
from himself. Haman's nKilice will be so far from 

finding 
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finding the means of extirpating Judah, that the glory 
of that people, though eclipsedi must again shine forth 
as the morning. 

Veh* 14. — The copy of the writing for a command^ 
ment to ie given in every province ^ was pnblisbed unto all 
peoplfy that they should be ready against that day. 

Nebuchadnezzar gathered the governors of all his 
provinces to Babylon, that they might witness the 
honours done to the graven image that he had set up. 
•But the event was very diffcrent from his expectation. 
T*hey all saw the disgrace of the worshippers of gra- 
ven images, and the glory of the God of Israel, who 
preserved his faithful servants in the midst of that fire, 
which consumed the king's servants that cast them 
inro the furnace. Thus Haman caused the edict a- 
' gahist the Jews to be published in the language of every 
'people, that they might aU be prq[>ared to bear tbek 
part in the destruction of the Jews. But the enemies 
of Israel had one thing in view, and the God of Israel 
•quite another. Haman intended to ms^e the destruc- 
^on of Judah as swre as posnble, but God intended to 
make all nations ^tentive witnesses of his power and 
wisdom displayed in counteracting the designs of their 
enemies, and accomplishing their^alvation. The effect 
of such an edict would be the fixing ef all men's ^ten- 
tion on the event ; and the event was to make it evident, 
that there was no god like the Gk»l of Israel, nor any 
people on the earth so nmch the care of Heaven, as 
that nation which was held in aUioVrence by Haman. 

Ver. 15. — Tbi posts went outf being hastened by the 
Hftg^s commandment, and the decree was gii^en in ShU' 
shan the palace : ttnd the king and Haman sat down to 
drinip but the city Shttshan was perplexed. 

^ Haman 
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Haman was in great baste to pi^sh the deerev 
through a]l parts of the king's domtnionfl, though it 
was not to be executed till eleven months were elap- 
sed from the time when- it was enacted. His inten- 
tion was, that every thing should be in readiness for 
the execution on the proper day. But did he not 
outwit himself ? Would it not have been much better 
to have kept it a profound secret till it could be a se- 
cret no longer ? Had he no reason to think that there 
might be some one or other in the king's large ex- 
tended dominions that^ might befriend the oppressed 
nation, and make the king sensible how much he had 
been imposed upon ? What if some one of the king's 
noble princes, envying Haman's credit, might take the 
advantage which the atrocious cruelty and injustice 
of the decree gave him^ of opening the king's eyes to 
the wickedness of hia conduct? The Jews themselvc»t 
at least, might be expected to adopt some measurfi 
either to preserve themselves, or to sell their lives 
dear. What if despahr should inspire tbem with oou^ 
rage to aim a deadly blow at the head of this oppress 
sor ? They could make the attempt without risking 
their Uves, when they were already under sentence of 
.death. Their losing their lives a few nuMiths sooner 
than the time fixed, would be a relief to them from 
so many months of anguish. 

In the folly of Haman's conduct, we see the wis^ 
dom of God over»ruling the counsels of the wicked,' 
to serve his own purposes, and infatuating them, that 
he might destroy them. TYie Jews have time to ptay, 
apd confess ^eir sins. The terror into which they 
were thrown, would put them in mind of him who 
was « the hope of Israel, and the Saviour thereof in 

the 
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the time of trouble.** God himself was in the mean 
time whetting his sword, and making it ready. He 
was preparing for Mm the instruments of death, that 
the violent dealing of the wicked Haman might come 
down upon his own head. 

Haman, in the mean time, gives up himself to 
pleasure and jollity, in which he had the honour to be 
companion to the king. He will soon find that *' the 
end of this mirth is heaviness." The city Shushan 
was perplexed, when the king and Haman w^re en- 
joying this merriment. What heart could be free 
from perplexity on such an occasion ? The Jewiwere 
known to be as innocent as their neighbours. Many 
of them resided in the city of Shushan. The pro- 
spect of their miserable and unmerited fate was ter- 
rible. Who could tell where such mischiefs were to 
end ? Haman might next day petition his deluded 
master to compliment him with a like sacrifice of 
other lives. The people of Shushan at this time 
would be in much the same state of mind with a Per- 
sian minister of state in later times, who said, that he 
never left the king's presence without putting his 
hand to his head, that he might feel whether it was 
still standing on his shoulders. 

We have reason to bless God that most men in , 
civilized nations feel an abhorrence at bloody crimes. 
Many who scruple not to lie, or to cheat, would be 
struck with horror at the guilt of murder in themselves 
or others. Many and gracious are the methods used 
by God for the security of the life of that favourite- 
creature which he made after his own image. May 
we spend those lives to his glory, which are protracted 
by his goodness ! .^tBttfbk 
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DISCOURSE VII. 



niE GRIEF OF MORDECAI AND THE 
OTHER JEWS AT HEARING OF THE 
BLOODY EDICT. MORDECAI SOLICITS 
ESTHER TO INTERCEDE WITH THE 
KING ON THEIR BEHALF.— Chaf. iv. 



- Ver. !• — When Mordecai pirceived all that ^ai 
dont^ Mordecai rent his clothes^ and put on sackcloth 
with ashes ^ and went out into the midst of the city^ and 
cried with a loud and bitter cf 



3IoED£CAj wa$ watchful ov^r the interests of his 
people, and deeply affected with all their concerns *• 
Judge, then, what must have been his feelings, when 
he was informed that an edict had passed for their 
destruction I But what was still more distressing to 
, him, was the consideration that himself was the oc- 
casion of it. He could not reflect upon his own con* 
duct, indeed, as the proper cause of the mischief. 
He had done nothing but what his conscience ap- 
proved, and what he still resolved to do. in similar 

circumstances* 
* Chap.x. 
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Circumstances •. And who could ever have imagined 
that the revenge of Haman would have extended far- 
ther than his own life ? But still he must have been 
penetrated with bitter anguish at the thought, that the 
sanguinary decree originated in Haman's revenge a* 
gainst his own conduct : And, as David told Abia* 
thar that he had been the death of all the persons of 
his father's house, so he might be reflected on by the 
Jews as th^ death of every person of their nation* 
With cutting reflections he would think on the day 
when he first entered into the king^s service. If he 
had not been one of the men that sat in the kmg's 
gate, he might never have seen Haman's face, and 
the decree would never have been thou^ of. Why 
did he still reside in a foreign land, when he might 
have been a dweller in the Holy/ Land, with his bre- 
thren who had returned from their captivity ? Why 
had he not rather chosen the meanest condition, which 
would have kept him at a distance from kings and 
courts, than a situation which had so unhappily int. 
volved himself and all his people in the danger of 
utter extermination ? Had a sentence of death been 
pronounced upon himself, had his beloved Esther 
and all the persons of his father's house been compre- 
-hended in the sentence, his grief would have been 
very great, but no way comparable to what he felt 
from the present dange^ of all his people. 

Poor Mordecai had it not in his power to* confine 
his anguish to his own bosom, or to his own house. 
He published it through all the city of Shushan. You 
need not ask for what reasons persons overwhelmed 
with grief do not inquire what purpose the pj4 — 



* Chap.v. ^ 
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tion of their grief may serve. The strong impulse of 
sorrow often msJces them publish their complaints 
to the winds or to the trees# Yet who knows what 
good end it might serve to announce the unnierited 
calamity of the Jews through the whole city of Shu* 
shan ? There might be some compassionate hearu a.- 
mongst the people/ that would be interested by such a 
dire calamity : and though the people had no direct 
access to the king» yet they could present their sup- 
plications to the counsellors who saw his face $ <»r if 
nothing could be gained^ nothing could be losti by 
men already doomed to ^tlu 

We are not, after all» to suppose that Mordecai's sor« 
row was altc^ether hc^less* His faith in God might 
be shaken, but it was not destroyed. He could not 
be ignorant of the many i»:ecious promises concerning 
the Lord's redeemed captives, which were to be found 
in the prophecies of Isaiah, of Jeremiah, of Ezekiel, 
and of many other prophets. The Jews, restored to 
their land, or scattered among the nations, might be sore 
vexed, but they could not be utterly destroyed. God's 
promise could not ful for evermore. << Deliverance," 
said Mordecai, << shall rise up to the Jews." Tet he 
did not know how or when it would arise. He did 
not know but many m^ht lose their lives before de- 
liverance came. He mourned sore, although he did 
not mourn like one that had <io hop^. 

Ver. ^.-^And came even he/on the tinges gate : for 
none might enter into the king's gate clothed with saci^ 
cloth. 

Mordecai might go where he pleased with his 
sackcloth and ashes, excepting only to that place 
where his duty required his attendance. Not those 

Digitized by GoOgk Who 



W THE BLOODY EDICT. $5 

who are clothed in garments of heaviness, hut those 
who wear gay clothing, are in kings* palaces. Within 
the gates of the palace of Shushan, badges of sorrow 
were crtnainal. Hie king could not banish trouble of 
heart ; he could not banish sickness, or vexation, or 
death from bis palace ; but he banished all those or- 
dinary signs by which grief is expressed* The maker 
of this law was certainly of a different judgement 
from a much wiser king, who advises men to go to the 
house of mourning rather than the house of feasting*. 
We have heard of princes that forbade death to be 
mentioned in their presence. How terrible must the 
harbingers of death have been to those great person- 
ages ! Since the last enemy must be encountered by 
the greatest as well as the least of our race, is it not 
far better to be prepared for meeting him, than to 
baniA him from our thoughts ? . 

Ver. S. — ^nd in every province ivhithersoever the 
iing^s 6om$nandmint and bis decree came^ there was great 
fnoumit^ among the Jews^ and fastings and 'weeping y and 
• waiiingy and many lay in sackcloth and ashes, 

« In this day did the Ijati, God of hosts call to 
weeping and to mourning, and to baldness, and to gird- 
ing with sackcloth f and the call was so loud imd aw*, 
ful that it commanded compliance. All that loved 
their lives^ all that loved their friends and brethren, 
mourned bitterly, and refused to be comforted. All 
that had any impression of religion among the Jews, 
joined religions fasting to their expressions of grief, 
that they might pour out tears unto God. And there 
is reason to believe^ that religious impressions would 

* Ecclcs. vii, 1. 
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be now felt t ven by tb^se who had forgotten God ia 
their days of proeperky. 

If a sentence of dstih pronomciid by an earthly to* 
vereign produced such grief, such anxietyt such erkt 
for deliverance, what inipretttoQ ought to be mack on 
the minds of sinners by that sentence which is passed 
against them in the court of htarea i «< Judgement is 
come upon all men to condemnation." We sure stiH 
binder that sentence of condenmation, if we are not m 
Christ Jesu& Surely we believe neither law nor go«* 
pel| if we can eiqoy peace in our own minds, wkhoQt 
the humble hope of mercy tfarough our Lonl JesftUf 
Christ untoxeter&ai li£e. 

Ver. 4v**-5b Enbif^s maids and her dkatnberkmi 
eamCi and toidii her : tbm was the qtuen excmdiq^fy 
gripped, and $he stat raiment to clothe Mai^decai^ and 
to take away his sackcloth from hiai : hut he receioed ii 
not. > . 

Esther was advanced to the highest etatioat which t 
woman could fill. She dwelt in a magnificent palac#^ 
where she might fare sumptuously, if she pleased, 
^every day. Her wardrobe was filled with a rich pro- 
fii^onof raiment embroidered with gold. She was 
attended by maids and chamberlains devoted to her 
will. But did she find hafiplness in that magmfitxnee 
which surrounded her, or in the riches which sherai^it 
use, or abuse, at her pleasure i She might, indeed, 
be thankful that her condition was such as it was^ 
when she considered the humiliating condition of the 
other ladies of the king. But her palace was a prison* 
She ^)ttld not enjoy the society of her former friends^ 
or even of her beloved Mordccai. She was, at this 
time, ignorant of the pitiable condition of her natk»). 
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She was cut off from her wonted sources of pleasure, 
and the man ot whom she must now devote her life 
seemed almost to have forgotten her. The happiness 
of men and women is by no means proportioned to 
ikek station, their riches^ their power, or their manner 
erf living* There are vexations annexed to greatness, 
of which the poor have little apprehension ; and 
diere are comforts within the reach of the poor as 
little known to the great. Those who know the 
world will see little reason to envy their superiors ; 
and the great have no reason to look down with dis- 
dain upon the lowest ranks. 

Esther, in her elevation, and in her separation from 
l^r friends, was far from forgetting them. She 
was deeply afflicted when she heard of the mourning 
habit and sore affliction of Mordecai. She was vexed 
that he should appear at the king's gate in a dress in 
which he could not enter it, and therefore sent to him 
change of raiment. But she knew not the sources of 
his distress. Grief so firmly rooted, and so well 
founded, could not be removed without a removal of 
its cause. To send him change of raiment, was like 
singing songs to a heavy heart. Mordecai was' doubts- 
less pleased with her kind attentbn j but she must 
do^omething of a very different nature to banish his 
sorrows. 

Ver. 5. — Then called Esther for Hatach^ me of the 
iing*s chamberlains^ whom he had appointed to attend upon 
bcTi and gave him a commandment to Mordecai^ to in^w 
what it wasy and why it was. 

If we weep in sincerity with those that weep, it 
will be our desire, if possible, to remove theii\ 
rows. But to this end it is necessary to kno^ 
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cause. Physicians cannot administer proper medicines 
to their patients, unless they know the cause of their 
diseases. They may palliate the symptoms, but the 
root of the distemper remains, if the cause is not ^e- 
moTed. So, we may soodie the minds of persons 
labouring under grief, and cause them for a time to 
forget their sorrows ; but if they are rooted in the 
mind, they will soon recover their force, and hold 
the soul in misery, unless the causes are removed : 
And these cannot be removed but by a change in 
those outward circumstances whkh occasioned them, 
or by a change in the state of the mind, when it is 
convinced that the supposed causes do not exist, or ^ 
that they are not sufficient grounds for the sorrows 
they occasioned, or that relief or consolations may be 
found, of virtue sufficient to counteract their force. 

Esther could not now visit Mordecai, or call hiin 
to her palace, and therefore, conversing with him by 
means of , a third person, inquires into the causes of 
his distress, with a sincere intention to do every thing 
in her power to set his heart at ease. 

Ver* 6. 7. 8. — So Halacb went forth to Mordecai 
unto the street of the city which was before the iifjg^s gate; 
and Mordecai told him of all that had happened unto bim,^ 
and ofthi sum of the money that Haman had promised to 
pay to the hing*s treasuries for the Jews to destroy them^: 
Also he gave him the copy of the writing of the decree that 
was given at Shushan to destroy them^ to shew it unto Es^ 
ihert and to declare it unto her ; and to charge her that 
she should go in unto the king^ to make supplication unto 
him^ and to make request before kirn for the peoph . 

It is unpleasant to be the messenger of bad tidings. 
It is, however, often useful. If a physician saw ytatu 
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labouring under a mortal distemper, and insensible to 
your danger, he is the preserver of your life, when, 
by warning you of the peril of your condition, he 
Touses your fear, and excites to apply the proper reme- 
dy. Esther must have been shocked beyond measure 
at hearing of a sentence ef death pronounced against 
her dearest friends, against her whole people, against 
herself, by the msLXi who had raised her to a share in 
his bed, and in his throne, without a crime proved 
against any one- of them. But it was better to hear 
of it at present, than ten or eleven months afterwards, 
when it would be too late to provide a remedy. 

There are some who cannot bear to hear of any 
bad tidings, however true, and think those men their 
enemies who tell them the truth. They consider 
those friends or preachers as their enemies who speak 
to them of their sins, and of the judgements of God 
denounced against them. But was not Esther under 
deep obligations to Mordecai for informing her of the 
danger of her people, and urging her to exert her in- 
fluence for preserving them ? Whether was Ahab 
most indebted to those prophets who told him that 
the Lord was with him, and would give him victory 
at Ramoth-Gilead, or to him who told him that he 
wotild fail in the battle ? By following the counsel 
of the former, "he lost his life; he might have pre- 
^rved it, if he had believed the latter. 

It is indeed cruel to distress men by false or doubt- 
ful intelligence of calamities that have not happened, 
or, if they have happened, canifot be remedied. Mor- 
decai was far from wishing to dis^quiet the mind of 
his royal friend by uncertain rumours. But he h^ 
too good intelligence to be mistaken, and putsi^to^ 
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her hands decisive proofs of the danger of her people, 
and of Haman'i activity in procuring their ruin. Nor 
did he give her this intelligence to torment her before 
the time. If nothing could have been done to avert 
the danger, he might have permitted her to enjoy 
tranquillity till it could b§ concealed no longer. But 
who could tell what might be the result of supplica- 
tion to the king, especially from a queen who was 
understood to be the object of his warmest love ! He 
therefore desires, or rather requires, her to go in and 
make intercession to the king for the people, and for 
her own life. 

Mordecai uses authority in his language to the 
queen/ and does her great honour by using such lan- 
guage. He durst not have charged her to do her 
duty, if he had not known her humbleness of mind 
in her greatness. She was as much disposed as in 
her youngest days to give him the authority of a fa- 
ther; and this he knew so well that he uses it without 
scruple or apology. Happy are the men on whom 
prosperity makes no change but for the better ! 

He charges her to make intercession to the king. 
The knowledge of that dreadful situation in which 
the Jews were placed, was to be improved by all the 
Jews as a call to fasting and intercession with the €od 
of heaven, on whom their hope was to rest. But 
it was to be improved by the queen in particular, as 
a motive to the exertion of all her influence with the 
king. All, according to their places and stations, are 
bound to do what they can to avert threatened mise- 
ries from their nation. But some are bound to do 
much more than others, because they have peculiar 
ppportunities, which, if they are not improved, must 
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render them la some degree accountable for the mis- 
chiefs consequent on their neglect. Those who can 
do nothing by their own power, may do much by 
their influence with others. In the reign of the 
bloody Jehoiakim, the princes of Judah sared Jere- 
miah from his hands. If these princes had not used 
their influence for this purpose, they must have shared 
in the guilt of his bibod. 

Ver. 9. — /ind Hatach came and told Esther the words 
of Mordecai> 

« A faithful messenger refresheth the soul of him 
that sent him." Hatach was a faithful messenger, and 
yet he stunned his employer. But refreshment to her 
soul was the consequence, in due time, of his fidelity, 
and of Mordecai's firmness. 

Ver. 10. 1 l,^^^gairt^ Esther spake unto Hatacb, and 
gave him commaadment unto Mordecai : jili the king^s 
servants^ and the people of the king*s provincef% do inow^ 
that whosoever, whether man or woman, shall €ome unto 
the king into the inner court who is not called^ there is one 
law of his to put him to death, except such to whom the 
king shall hold out the golden sceptre that he may live; but 
I have not been called to corn^ in unto the king these thirty 
days. 

Esther was not unwilling, but she was afraid, to go 
in unto the king. She does not absolutely refuse j 
but she objects against compliance with Mordecai's 
charge. If Mordecai can find out no other probable 
means of safety, she will undertake the business : but 
she earnestly desires to be excused, if some other can 
be found to undertake the cause, whose interest with 
'^the king may be greater than her's* 

Some are too ready to utidertake services for ^^IngSkh 
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they are unqualified. But dangerous services are too 
often declined by those who are both called to un- 
dertake them, and best qualified to execute them, 
Moses was eminently qualified by God to be the de- 
liverer of Israel from Egypt, and clearly called j and 
yet he earnestly desired God to excuse him ; and this 
he dirf again and again on various pretences, till he 
saw God's anger kindled against him. Let us never 
trust to ourselves, as if we were abl^ of ourselves to 
think so much as a good thought. But let us never 
di&trust God, as if he would « send us a warfare on 
our own charges." If we can believe, " all things 
are possible to him that believeth •," " when he is 
weak, then he is strong.'* 

Danger of death is one of Esther's objections against 
undertaking this business. This too was one secret 
reason that made Moses so unwilling to undertake the 
work of delivering Israel. There is a strong love of 
life implanted in us by God, and it is not easy to 
give up life even to him that gave it. There are few 
so courageous as Paul, who was moved by nothing 
that is grievous to other men 5 and who counted not. 
life itself dear to him, that he might finish his course 
with joy. But when we compare Paul's courage with 
the fears of Moses or Esther, or other Old-Testament 
, believers, let us remember the advantages that Paul 
enjoyed above them, by living in that happy period 
when Jesus had « abolished death, and brought life 
and immortality to light by the gospel." 

But why was Esther so afraid of her life, if she 
should make intercession to the king for the life of her 
people ? Was it so criminal in the court of Persia to 
present a supplication to the king ? .Or, if it was a 

^ , crime 
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crime in others^ was it a crime even in the queen ? 
Yes ; it was universally known, says Esther, and 
Mor4ecai could not well be ignorant of it, that if any 
person should venture, uncalled, to approach the king 
in the inner court of his palace, he must be put to 
death, unless the king was pleased graciously to par* 
don him ; nor was the queen herself excepted from 
the penahies of this law. The laws of the Persians 
were strange indeed ! No man was allowed in a 
mourning-habit to enter into the king*s gate ; and no 
man in any apparel was allowed to come near the 
king in the inner court. Did these kings ever con- 
sider for what end they were elevated above their 
fellow*men ? Was it not to defend the poor and the 
afflicted, and to dg judgement and justice to all their 
people i How could they do the duties of princes, 
if they were inaccessible to their people ? But if it 
was a Clime to intrude into the private apartii»nls 
of the palace, and to disturb the privacy of the prince, 
was it one of those atrocious crimes that can be 
justly punished with death i Could no miMer pu- 
nishment assuage the wrath of a proud mortal, who 
wished to make himself invisible like his Maker? 
Surely it may be said of a law that punished an of- 
fence like this with death,: that it was written in blood ; 
and of a government which would establish such 
laws, that Daniel had too good reason to represent it 
by the emblem of a bear *. 

Blessed be God the laws of heaven are not like 

those of the Persians f Our King who dwells on high^ 

is at all times accessible to the afflicted mourner. 

The poor and the afflicted had ready access to Jesus 

E4 

• Dan. vii. 5. 

Digitized by VjOO^^^^ -* .^^^ 



104> ^HE CHIEF OF I^OKDECAI AT HEARING 

'while he was upon the earth ; nor is he less acces- 
sible in his state of glory. At all times we may 
come near to God, even to his throne of grace, that 
we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time 
of need. 

Esther was believed by Mordecai to be a great fa- 
vourite with the king j and doubtless there was a 
time when she was very dear to him. But Esther 
was afraid that this time was past, and questioned 
whether Mordecai would insist upon the charge he 
had given her, v^hen he was infcMrmed, that for thirty 
days past she had not been called to go in unto the 
jcing. This she considered as a sign that his affection 
was alienated,*"and that it was questionable whether 
the golden sceptre would be held out to her, if she 
should presume to enter the king's apartment. What 
reason the king had for this coldness to his virtuous 
queen, we know not. This is plain, that it was a 
providential trial appointed for Esther, by which it 
would be known whether she had the courage to 
serve her people and her God at the risk of her life. 
It was a severe trial of her faith and charity. She 
felt the force of the discouragement, and expressed 
her sense of it to Mordecai, that she might receive 
further directions from him. 

To whatever difficult duty we are called^ we may 
lay our account with trials. If thou desirest to serve 
the Lord, look for temptation. But remember, that 
" the man is blessed who endureth temptation ; for 
^hen he is tried, he shall receive of the Lord the 
crown of life which he hath promised to them that 
love him." Those who have held on in the path of 

duty. 
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duty, under sore temptation, shall at last '< stand be- 
fore the throne of God with white robes, and palms 
in their hands.'* « But the fearful and unbelieving 
shall hare their portion in the lake of fire burning 
with brimstone, which is the second death." 
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DISCOURSE VII. 



MORDECAI INSISTS ON THE CHARGE TO 
ESTHER TO GO IN UNTO THE KlNGi 
SHE COMPLIES WITH HIS DESIRE, BUT 
REQUIRES HIM TO PROCURE FOR HER 
THE HELP OF THE SOLEMN PRAYERS 
OF ALL THE JEWS IN SHUSHAN.— Chap. 
iv. 12.~17. ^ 



Ver. 12. 13. — And they told to Mordecai Either* s 
words. Then JHorlhcai commanded to answer Esther^ 
Think not with thyself that thou shalt escape in the king*i 
house^ more than all the Jews. 

It is necessary for Uiose who desire to be useful to 
the souls of their neighbours, not only to tell them, as 
occasion requires, what it is their duty to do, but to 
repeat their admonitions, to enforce them by reasons, 
and to obviate those objections which rise up in their 
minds against the performance of it. Those who de- 
sire a good increase from the seed sown in their fields, 
must plow the ground over and over, if it is stiff; 
must root up the weeds, must cover the seed with the 

harrow* 
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harrow. In like manner, instructors must often re- 
peat their good advices, and enforce them by argu- 
ments, and make rt to appear how weak those reasons 
are which our slothful dispositions set in opposition to 
our duty. £11 admonished his sons to repent ; but he 
did not follow up his admonitions with new reproofs, 
and warnings, and corrections • For this reason, the 
Lord reproved Eli himself as an accessary to the sin of 
his children. Mordecai charged Esther to go in unto 
the king j but when Esther wished to be excused, he 
did not satisfy hinvself with what he had already done, 
3» if he had already discharged his part of the duty. 
He renews his charge, he enforces it by powerful ar- 
guments, and he prevails. He was biSt a poor sub- 
ject of that king who had made Esther his queen. 
But the grandeur of her station did not hinder him 
from using all freedom in dealmg with her. He was 
her father. She was still his daughter in her heart 
as much as ever.. He knew her modesty, her vene- 
ration for himself, her contempt o^earthly grandeur ; 
and makes use of his influence with her to excite her 
to her duty. Happy are those friends who freely 
make use of their mutual influence £or such purposes. 
Esther was afraid of her life if she should go in 
unto the king. Mordecai shews her^ that if she 
valued her own life, she ought to go in unto him, 
and to make supplication to him for her people. Her 
safety lay not in shunning, but in doing, a duty so 
needful. She might risk her life in venturing to do 
a thing which was prohibited by the unreasonable 
laws of Persia ; but she must lose it by refusing to 
obey the commandment of God, which require s us 
E 6 
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to Vise all lawful endeavours to preserve our own life, 
and the life of others. 

It was natural for Esther to think that her own 
life was in no danger from the bloody decree. Her 
husband had unknowingly signed a warrant for her 
death : But who would venture to lift up his hand 
against the queen ? Or what would it avail her mur- 
derers to alledge the king's law, when the king him- 
self, who was above the law, would consider the cause 
as his own ? We must not, however, entertain such 
a mean opinion of Esther, as to think that she would 
be less zealous in the cause, because she might appre- 
hend herself to be safe. Yet Mordecai hopes to . 
quicken her zeal, by letting her know- that she was 
not more safe than other Jews. God would find 
some means to free rfiem from their danger ; but 
Esther, though in the Icing's house, must not expect 
to escape if she deserted the cause of God, and of his 
people in their extreme danger. 

Human probabilities were on her side. The king, 
though perhaps alienated from her, would not suffer 
himself to be insulted by a murder perpetrated upon 
his queen, and in his own palace. Even Haman 
himself would not dare to arm an assassin against the 
queen. But we are not to trust to human probabili- 
ties. God is the author, the preserver of our lives* 
When he withdraws his protection, we are undone 5 
and how could Esther expect his protection, if she 
refused, at the loud call of his providence, and at 
the pressing admonition df Mordecai, to seek the life 
of her people ? «< If thou forbear to deliver them that 
rite drawn unto death, and them that are ready to be 
shin J if thou sayest. Behold, we know it not, doth 
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not he that pondereth the heart consider it ? and he 
that keepeth," or he that observcth, " thy soul, doth not 
he know it ? and shall not he render to every man ac- 
cording to his works ?" Are we worthy to have our 
lives preserved, if we shew no concern for the lives 
of our fellow-men? Are we not in some measure 
chargeable with those deaths which we do not endea* 
vour, ix it is in our power, to prevent ? Let it be re- 
membered, that the life of the soul is infinitely more 
precious than that of the body, and that we have 
more frequent opportunities of contributing to the 
salvation of souls, than to the preservation of natural 
life; though we have more opportunities of the 
latter sort than we carefully improve, or perhaps 
think about. When we see men wasting their bodies, 
and shortening their days, by idleness, by intempe- 
rance, by the indulgence of those bitter passions which 
are as rottenness to the bones, we may contribute to 
th^ life of both soul and body, by good advice, by 
earnest expostulation, by our players to God. By 
our prayers, by our holy example, by well-timed and 
well-advised reproofs and exhortations, we may save 
souls from death. If we do not what God enables 
us to do for the salvation of perishing souls, are we 
not accessary to their perdition ? 

« Think not that because thou art in the king's 
house, thou shalt be safe*"— It is vain to trust in kings, 
or in the sons of men, in whom diere is no confidence. 
Kings die. In that day their breath goes forth, 
and their ''thoughts perish. Kings are changeable 
creatures, like other men. The kings were not like 
the laws of the Medes and Persians, which could not 
be altered. He that was in the morning th 
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vourite, might, before the evening, be hanged by their 
orders. Herod, king of Judea, dearly loved his wife 
Mariamne, and yet he ordered her to be put to- death 
without any crime, but what was committed in his 
own dark imagination. Monima was a beloved vnfe 
of Mithridates, the great king of Pontus, and yet, 
when he lost a battle against the Romans, that she 
might not fall into other hands than his own, he com- 
manded her to die ; and the only favour he shewed 
her, was to give her the choice of her own death. 
Her choice was, to strangle herself by her royal tiara, 
which had long been hateful to her. But even in 
this she was disappointed, and her last, or nearly her 
last words, were, < Poor bauble ! canst thou not do 
me even this mournful office ? 

Jesus, forbids us to fear them that have power only 
to kill the body. Still less, if possible, are we to 
trust them j for they have no power even to save the 
body. God is to be trusted and feared. He is the 
Lawgiver who is abje to save and to destroy *. 

Ver. is.— for iftbou altogether boldest thy peace at 
this time, then shall there enlargement and deliverance 
arise io the Jewsfrpm another place ; but thou and thy fa* 
ther*s bouse shall be destroyed : and who knowetb whether 
thou art come to the kingdom for such a time as this .? 

What evidence had Mordecai to go upon, in alledg- 
ing that deliverance and enlargement sKould arise from 
some one place or another to the Jews at this time ? 
He had as good evidence as the word, and even the 
oath of God, could give him. The Lord had made a 
covenant with Abraham, to be a God unto himself, 
and to his seed after him. " This covenant he ratified 

by 
• Psal. cxlvi. 3.-5. ^ T 
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by his oadi unto Isaac, and confirmed the same unto 
Jacob for a law, and to Israel for an everlasting cove- 
nant.'' Haman's malice, and, what was more formi- 
dable thgn Haman's malice, the sins of God's people, 
could not make void the promise of God, nor make 
his oath and his covenant of none effect. We are 
sure, even in this age of the world, that no Haman 
will ever be able to extirpate the natural seed of 
Abraham : « For the gifts and calling of God are 
without repentance." 

There were many prophecies published by Isaiah, 
by Jeremiah, by Ezekiel, by Daniel, and the other pro- 
phets, concerning ^e restoration of the captive Jews, 
concerning God's care of them in their own land, or 
in their dispersion, and concerning that Saviour who 
was to come to Zion, to turn away ungodliness from 
Jacob. These prophecies were doubtless well known 
to Mordecai. They were the life of his soul, and Ae 
joy of his heart. 

The Lord had, in every age, been «« the hope of 
Israel, and the Saviour thereof in the time of trouble." 
He had given enlargement to his people when they 
were shut up between rocks and seas, and the sword 
of an enraged enemy, who was much too strong for 
them ; and he who had delivered his people from so 
great deaths, had assured them that he would still de- 
liver them : «« The Lord said, I will bring again my 
people from the depths of the sea, and from Bashan 
hill." 

The hearts of the unbelieving Jews would sink 
within them in their present perilous condition ; but 
believers in the word of God would not be confound- 
ed. They knew that the honour of God was 
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ly interested in the event, as were their life and welfare ^ 
and that be who had so often wrought for his nanxe's > 
sake, would still work for his people. There were 
many and strong enemies ; but they had the Almighty 
God for their frietkU 

Mordecai was one of those believers who, in the 
days of Israel's distress, << remembered the years (or 
the changes) of the i^ht hand of the Most High ;" 
and in the words before us, he expressed his full as-^^ 
surance that God would frustrate Haman's plot.^ 
Blessed are they that trust in the Lord. God will 
keep them in perfect peace, and enable them in the 
darkest days to express their joyful hope, that « at 
evening-time it shall be light.'* 

But why did Mordecai mourn sp bitterly, if he was 
assured that deliverance would arise from some place 
to the Jews ? << Because in that day did the Lord 
God of hosts call to mourning and to weeping.'' In 
such a dark day the people of God were called to 
pour out their hearts like water before the face of tlie 
Lord, for their life, and for the life of their children. 
The faith of God's people does not interfere with the 
exercise of affections suited to mournful dispensations 
of providence. Faith encourages us to come before 
God with tears and cryings, because it assures us 
that he knows all our distresses, ^and puts our tears 
into his bottle. 

Enlargement and deliverance will arise to the Jews, 
to the Israel of God, under the gospel, as well as 
under the law. Amidst all the distresses of the church, 
we may rest assured that she cannot perish. Particu* 
lar churches may be destroyed, but the church uni- 
versal 
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versal is built by Christ upon a rock^ and the gates of 
hell shall not prevail against it. 

If Jews according to the flesh were blessed with 
the assured hopes of deliverance to their nation in 
every danger, however dreadful, those who are Jews, 
in the noblest sense, may at all times expect help 
from God. " He is not a Jew who is one outwardly, 
but who is one inwardly. Neither is that circumci- 
sion which is outward in the flesh ; but circumcision 
is that of the heart, in the spirit, whose praise is not 
of men, but of God." If its praise be of God, he will 
be its almighty protector. He may sift Israel as corn 
is sifted in a sieve, but one grain s^iall not be suffered 
to fall upon the ground. 

<* If thou altogether forbear at this time, enlarge- 
ment and deliverance shall rise up to the Jews from 
some other place." — Esther, though warmly solicited 
to interpose in the behalf of the Jews, must not ima- 
gine that their safety depends on her. If she sue* 
ceeds, she will have reason to bless God for making 
her the honoured instrument of their deliverance j and 
the Jews will have great reason to bless her, and to 
bless God for her. But she will have no reason to be 
proud.' She is assured, that whether she had any 
hand in their deliverance or not, their deliverance 
W2i& sure. It by no means depended upon her exer- 
tions; for if she had never been born, if she had 
never been a queen, or if she had been a base apostate 
to the religion of the court, Israel was safe under the 
protection of the God of Israel. The safety of the 
church depends not on her best friends on earth ; nor 
can her deliverance be prevented, either by the cold- 
ness of her friends, or by the power of her enem 
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All, therefore, who perform eminent services to tbe 
churchy ought humbly to thank the Lord for chusing 
to employ them rather than others ; for he is never 
at a loss for servants to do his work. The life of 
Moses might have been thought by the Israelites so 
necessary for them when they were delivered from 
Egypt, that they could have little hope, without him, 
of obtaining possession of the promised land ; and 
yet he died when they were come to the borders of k- 
But God could put a sufficient portion of Moses* 
spirit in Joshua to bring his people into the land of 
which he had sworn unto them •, and when they were 
both in heaven, he could raise up other saviours to liis 
people, to deliver them from their enemies. 

" But thou and thy father's house shall be destroy- 
ed.** — Why ? Because Esther neglected to do what she 
ought to have done for the salvation of Israel. It ss 
a common, and not a false maxim. That sins of omis- 
sion are less heinous than sins of commission. But 
let us not mistake the maxim : The meaning of it is» 
That sins of omission, as such, are not so atrocious 
as sins of commission. On other accounts, they may 
be criminal above most sins that you can name. It 
is worse to do what God plainly forbids, than to 
neglect the doing of what he requires, because (when 
other things are equal) it is a token of a more rebel- 
lious disposition, to be active in doing what is sinfttl, 
than, through negligence and inattention, to omit a duty 
required from us. Yet, if you saw a man drownmg 
in the water, and did not attempt to save him from 
the danger, would not your sin be no less, than mur- 
der, and consequently worse than an officious lie, or 
even than an instancy of fraud ? But* if Esther had 

^ .neglected 
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neglected to interpose in the present case, they would 
have suffered the whole nation to perish. If she did 
not, she had at least the guilt of not doing what she 
could to prevent it, and thus she exposed herself and her 
father's house to destruction from the anger of God. 

But what had her father's house to do with hf r 
sin ? Is it not said, that " the son shall not die for the 
iniquity of the father, nor the father for the iniquity 
of the son ?" This is a law which the universal Lord 
has prescribed for men, and not for 'himself. We 
know that God destroyed even whole families for the 
sins of their heads. Only we must remember,' that 
the whole world is guilty before God. He can, with 
justice, destroy a whole family when one member has 
sinned, and when the rest had no participation in the 
guilty because guilt of another kind can be justly 
charged upon them. The punishment is therefore, 
properly speaking, the punishment of the single of- 
fender made ten-fold more heavy, by involving with 
him so many dear objects of his regard. His rela- 
tions were chargeable with sins which exposed them 
to death when God pleased to require their souls ; 
and they have no more reason to blame the righteous- 
ness of the divine procedure, than the debtor has to 
find fault with the creditor for demanding the money 
due to him, when he finds occasion to use it. 

« If thou art silent at this time, thou and thy fa- 
ther's house shall be destroyed." — But was it the ex- 
clusive duty of Esther to take this business upon her- 
self ? Where was that law to be found which imposed 
a burden upon this good woman, from which all the 
rest of the Jews were exempted ? Was there a special 
commandment given to her, which she could not dis- 
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obey without exposing herself and all her father's 
house to destruction ? Esther was certainly under the 
same laws which bound all the rest of the Jews, and 
under none else. There was no special precept given 
to her, hke that which was addressed by Jesus to the 
young man, who was commanded to sell all that he 
had, and give to the poor. Yet Esther, by that com- 
mon lav/, had a special duty enjoined on her. All 
were bound to use the means competent to them to 
preserve thein nation from destruction. Petitioning 
the. king was a means of safety necessary to be used» 
and the providence of God plainly pointed out Esther 
as the petitioner most likely to succeed. The law of 
God is the only rule of our duty : but the providence 
of God often points out to individual persons, duties 
which the law requires especially from themselves. 
Those things may be necessary duties at one tim^ 
which are not duties at another^ or to one person, or 
one class of persons, which are not required from 
others I and the neglect of those duties which are re- 
quired from us, and not from others, or of those 
duties which are rendered so only by a particular 
train of providences, may involve us in deep guiltj 
and in great danger. A man who knows a particular 
remedy for a certain disease, of which others are ig- 
norant, would be chargeable with the fatal conse- 
quences that may arise from the general ignorance, if 
he locks up his knowledge in his own breast. If Pro- 
vidence furnish us with talents which are not granted 
to others, we must account for our use of them. If 
we have opportunities of doing much good which 
others haye not, and make no use of them, we make 
ourselves guilty of a crime which can be charged 
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upon none hut ourselves. The law is the same to all ; 
hut particular circumstances place us under the obli- 
gation of particular precepts, which take no hold of 
persons in different situations. 

*« And who knoweth whether thou art come to the 
kingdom for such a time as this ?" — ^The circumstances 
which led Esther to a throne were wonderful, either 
in themselves, or in their combination. The daugh- 
ter of Abihail the Jew M^as astonished to find herself 
the wife of the great king Ahasuetus, and doubtless 
must have thought, that the providence of God, which 
shone so wonderfully in her exaltation, had some de» 
sign in view of which she was hitherto ignorant. 
"When Joseph was raised to be lord over all the land 
of Egypt, God was making provision for the support 
of Jacob's family. When Esther was elevated to the 
dignity of a great queen, and when a sentence of 
death had gone forth against her whole nation, it ap* 
peared highly probable to Mordecai that^God designed 
her to be the preserver of her people. It was, there- 
fore, in his judgement, her necessary duty to make 
the attempt, that she might not be backward to se- 
cond the designs of Providence. To hide our talent 
in a napkin is criminal and dangerous. 

If God has done remarkable things for us, we have 
reason to believe that he expects some services from 
us suited to the situation in which he has placed us, 
and to the means of service with which he has fur- 
nished us. We ought, therefore, when we consider 
what God hath done for us, to consider at the same 
time what he requires from us. If our circumstances 
are peculiar, it is likely that some peculiar servio^ 
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arc required ; or if we cannot find out .any particular 
services to be done at present^ let us wait a little^ and 
we may find calls to services suited to our condition. 
•< The Lord hath made all things," and he still does all 
things, *« for himself." 

<« What if thou art come to the kingdom for such 
a time as this ?" — It is at least highly probable. But 
the duty itself is certain ; and if we do not improve 
particular dispensations X)f providence for the purposes 
for which they ar©intended, we walk contrary to God, 
and proToke him to walk contrary to us. " Whoso 
is wise to observe the doings of the Lord, eren he 
shall understand his loving-kindness." But when men 
do not know their times and opportunities, their mi- 
sery is great upon them. 

Ver. 28.-16^/1 Esther Bade them return Morde^- 
cai this answer. Go, gather together all the Jews that 
are present in Shushan, and fast ye for me, and neither 
eat nor drink for three days, night or day. I also and 
my maidens wllfast likewise : and so will I go in unto 
the king^ which is not according to the law : and if I 
perish, I perish. 

Esther highly respected Mordecai ; and she respected 
him not the less, but the more, because he continued 
to use the freedom of a father with her. She doubt- 
less thought herself blessed in a friend who took the 
liberty to remonstrate with her concerning duties 
which she felt an aversion to perform. He that re- 
bukes and admonishes, will be far more valued by us, 
if we are wise, than he that flatters with his lips. 

Esther never intended to decline the perilous ser- 
vices recommended by Mordecai, when she should 
find it to be a neeecsary duty. Being now convinced 
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that it was, she promises to go in to the king, let the 
consequence be what it would. But, as her hope of 
success was in God, she requires all the Jews in Shu- 
shan to fast for her three days. The Jews in other 
places would have been required to give her the same 
help, if it had been practicable to give them season- 
able information of her wishes and intentions, Paul 
frequently seeks the help of the prayers of the church. 
Esther seeks the help, not only of the prayers of the 
Jews, but of all the devotional exercises of a solemn 
fast of three days continuance. The situation of the 
Jews was critical and dangerous in the extreme. 
Esther's hopes from her influence with the king were 
faint. If God did not pity his people, they were un- 
done. Never did God more loudly call for fasting 
than at this time ; and a single day observed in fast- 
ing, was thought by her too little to be employed in 
the exercise. Perhaps she called in mind the example 
of the Ninevites, and the happy success of tlieir devo- 
tion. They observed a strict fast of three days, and 
cried mightily to God, and turned from their wicked- 
ness, and the Lord repented of the evil which he 
thought to do unto them, and did it not. Esther 
would justly think that the Lord, who shewed such 
favour to an Assyrian city, infamous for its former 
wickedness, would not turn a deaf ear to his own 
people in the day of their distress. 

It would be folly to think that Esther placed the 
least dependance upon nicre abstinence from food, 
when she required the Jews to fast. All her expecta- 
tions of advantage from this fast were founded upon 
God, who had instituted this duty, and promised hap- 
py consequences to it, when it was observed according 
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to his will. We have, therefore, no reason to say 
that the name of God is not to be found in this bopk, 
which speaks of his worship, (a part of his nanie). 
The name God, or Lordy is not iA it. But who does 
not know, that the exercise of fasting here enjoined 
by Esther, is a part of his service, and that nb advan- 
tage can be expected from it but through divine mer- 
cy accepting this service, and hearing the supplica- 
tions of his people ? Esther, indeed, does not speak 
of the prayers, of the self-examination, of the con- 
fessions, of the reformation, that were to accompany 
this abstinence from food. The exercises proper to 
a day of fasting were already known to the Jews, ,or 
they would learn them from the history of Jonah, 
to which the similarity of the present danger oi the 
Jews with that of the Ninevites would lead dieir 
minds ; or if they tieeded any further information on 
the subject, Esther believed that Mordecai was better 
qualified than herself to give them proper directions. 
She insists, however, upon one thing,* that they 
should neither eat nor drink three days, day or night ; 
but observe the fast with strictness, like persons so 
deeply concerned in the business, that they would 
deny the strongest cravings of nature, and bear the 
extreiiies of hunger and thirst, that they might ex- 
press the deepest humiliation of spirit before God, 
and pour forth their hearts before him. There are 
too many amongst us who would think it an intole- 
fable hardship to be deprived of their food for a single 
day, or for half of a day, when they have the loudest 
calls to solemn fasting. How would such persons 
have acted in the time of Esther's fast ? Would not 
the remedy have appeared to them almost as bad as 
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the' disease ? Was it not as good to die by the sword 
of their enemies, as to starve themselves to death ? 
Yet we do not find that any of the Jews in Shushan 
refused to comply with Esther's desire. The fear of 
death before their eyes, made their ordinary food i 
matter of indifFerence to them. What though thej^ 
should deny themselves the ordinary comforts of life 
for three days, wlyen their object was to obtain a re* 
versal of a sentence of death given forth against 
them ? ' 

. We are not, however, to understand the words $o 
strictly as to make them a prohibition of all sorts oi 
food for three days, even to those men, women, 6t 
children, whose bodies could not sustain such a long 
fast. Doubtless there were some among them who, 
through sickness or weakness, could as little bear 
a complete privation of food for three whole days 
and nights, as that Egyptian slave whom David re* 
lieved from mortal weakness^ contracted by a fast of 
three days, when he was marching s^ainst the Ama^ 
lekites that had burnt Ziklag. Esther did not think that 
it was any man's duty to destroy his body by a volun- 
tary fast, She knew that God would have mercy an«i 
not sacrifice. Her desire was not to destroy, but t^ 
save the lives of her people. Her words may be rea- 
sonably understood to mean, that the Jews were noit 
to take any regular meal, nor any other suppKes of 
food, but such as might be necessary for the preser- 
vation of health and vigour. Perfect abstinence for 
three days and three nights would have been inimka), 
rather than favourable, to the great purposes of the 
fast. Paul said to the mariners that sailed with him 
to Rome, « This day is the fourteenth ds^j thafj 
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kaye tarried^ and continued fasting, having taken no- 
thing/* Surely they did not want food during two 
complete weeks 5 yet they are said to have continued 
fasting, and taking nothing, because, amidst the agi* 
tation of fear and hope, they were incapable of taking 
any regular meal 

•< Fast ye for me, and neither eat nor drink for 
ihroe days/'— They were not called with Esther to go 
In unto the king. A service attended with no danger 
^was required from them. But what they can do, and 
are called to do, they must do as conscientiously as 
Esther. There are many great works which are bc- 
j^ond our strength, or out of the line of our calling ; 
and y^t we may and ought to take a part, in them, 
^y stfengtheniog the hands of those who are called 
to undertake them* Paul had many helpers in his 
fwork of the gospel, earea among those who could not, 
ctr to whom it would not ha«ire heen allowed, to speak 
in the jchucch. We. all ought to be fellow-helpers to the 
truth* * liVhien many go abroad to spread the gospel 
amongst heathens, we find it ojur duty to continue in 
the land of our nativity ; but, without removing from 
it, we imay promote .the work in which they are em- 
ployed, )>y our.contribulions, or at least by our prayers. 

There are some who beg the prayers of others, and 
yet pray little for then>$elves. Esther, who re<]«ie^ed 
the Jews tp fast tor her, told them that slie also 
would fast, and would abstain as strictljr from food 
^S she desired them to do. She had been accustomed 
%o a welUfurnished table ; but she was not thereby 
disqualified from afflicting her soul by fasting when 
(she »w it to be her duty. She no doubt observed 
$bB axmual fatits presicribisd to the Jews, and she d.e- 
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termined to observe this extraordinary fait which she 
herself prescribed. She hoped to obtain mercy from 
the Lord^ that ^e might escape death by the laws of 
Persia^ and might be the instrument of the salvation . 
of her people. But if she misGanted, her fasting and 
prayer would be proper acts <>f preparation for her lat- 
terend. 

^ I and my maids will fast."*-— Some, it is pro* 
bable^ of Esther's maids, were heathens when they 
came into her service *■. Yet we find her promising 
that they would fast. She can answer for them^ as 
Joshua for his household, that they would serve the 
Lordi If mistresses were as zealous as queen Esther 
for the hcmour of God, and the conversion of sinners, 
they would bestow pains upon the instruction and re- 
ligious improvement of their female servants. If 
women may gain to Christ their own husbands by 
their good conversation, may they not also gain the 
iouls of their servants ? and if th^y are gained to 
Christ, they are gained to themselves also. Esther 
expected much benefit from tjie devotional exercises 
^f her maidens. Paul expected much from d^t prayers 
of his converts. Those whom we convert from the 
error of their ways, will probably be our joy and help- 
ers upon earth ; they will certainly be our joy and 
crown of rejoicing in the day of Christ. 

<« I and my maids will fast.^^-Esther coxdd not 
join in the public prayers of the Jews, when they met 
together out of many families, to strive together in 
their prayers to God. But she will fast at home, not 
only by herself, but with her maidens^ There are 
public fasts in which all are expected to join. There 

F 2 ought 
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ought likewise to be secret and family fasts observed 
by U8» according to the calls of providence^ and the 
situation of our affairs, or the condition of our souls*. 

<« And then will I go in unto the king, ^irhich is 
not according to the law.''.;— She would not go ift 
unto the king, till she had made her supplicAtioA i^ 
the Lord, and till the jTews had given her the assiist* 
ance of their prayers. She was sensible, that dicrtlgh 
« all men will intreat the ruler*8 favour, every lean's 
judgement comes from the Lord 5" and that the heafts 
jof kings are turned by him according to his ple^s^fe. 
What, therefore, she desires in the first place is, that 
she may obtain comfortable assurance of the divine 
favour. If the Lord be on her side, she is safe. If 
the Lord favour her suit, she need not fear the cold- 
ness of Ahasuerus, or the mortal enmity of Haman. 
« The floods may rige. They may lift up thek 
voices and make a mighty noise : but the Lord on high 
is mightier than the waves of the sea, or the voice of 
their roarinjg," 

But when the fast is over, she will go in unto the 
king. She will not think that her duty is done, whim 
she has prayed and fasted. She will seek, by the use 
of proper means, to obtain that blessing which she 
ias been asking. The iuCTncerity of our prayers is 
too often discoveifid by our sloth and cowardice. We 
ask blessmgs from vJod, and, as if he were bound to 
amhn them, not according to his own will, but ac- 
cording to ours, we take no care to use those meaits 
which he hath appointed for obtaining them, or we 
do not use them with requisite diligence* Esther will 

♦ Matth. vii. 

Digitized by Google 



yO I^T|LltC9PE lOlt TH|l JEW*. 125 

go in unto the kiiig> dthough she could not go in 
withoatviohtiag the laws^ and risking her life. 

♦< I will go in unto the king, which is not according 
to the law.'*--rWho will keep the king's laws, if the 
queen herself does not observe them ? Did not Esther 
know that Vashti lost her crown, and her husband, 
for disobeying the king in a matter of less consequence 
than a standing law deliberately enacted by the king's 
authority ? True ; but necessity has no law. She 
will keep the king's laws as far as she can keep them 
and the laws of God at the same time. But in the 
{present case, she must be a betrayer of her country, 
of her own life, of the laws of Heaven, if she hesi- 
tate any longer to go in unto the king, although it 
be not according to the law. We must obey princes, 
« not only for wrath, but also for conscience sake.'* 
But, for conscience sake, we must stop short where 
the law ct God interposes *. 

Esther may lose her royal dignity^ She may be 
ekpelled from ^he king's bed. She may lose her life 
i&f disobeying the laws. But <* if I perish/* she 
says, <* I perish." It is not necessary for me to live, 
but it is necessary for me tp do my duty. If I perish 
in obeying the will of God, it is better than to live in 
disobedience. 

« If i perish) I pprish.'*r— Our Jives are not our 
qwn ; they cannot be long pre^rved by us. They 
will be of littl^valuf to us without a good conscience. 
That life which is purchased by neglect of duty, is 
shameful, bitter, worse than death. Whoever shall save 
his life in this manner, shall lose it in this world, as weU 
as in the next. His life will be but a lingering death : 
F3 
•^ Acts, iv. ii>. •' ,,,,,,,,GoogIei 
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for the dissatitfiaiction and painful reflectUmc whtdi 
fill it up, are far less tolerable than the bodilf pain 
which usually precedes death. But to lose life for the 
sake of Christ and a good conscience, is trulf to IWe^ 
A day of life employed in the most hazardous dtttii«j 
by which we shew that our love to Gk)d is stronger 
than death, excels a thousand days of a life spent in 
the senrice and enjoyment of the world* 

Ver. n^^SoAhrdicaiweat bis ^»ay^ and did4»- 
tor ding to all that Esther bad €ommandgd him* 

Mordecai commanded Esther, and she obeyed turn. 
Esther commanded Mordecai, and he obeyed her* 
They served one another in love. It would be happy 
for us if we knew how to command and how to obey 
in our turns, being subject one to another in the fear 
of God. 

Mordecai inquired the Jews to fast three days ac- 
cording to £sther*s orders % and we have no reason to 
doubt of their ready and grateful compliance. Hiey 
would not think it hard, but necessary and useful, to 
be called to afitict their souls to sm extraordinary de« 
gree, when their lives and the lives of all their people 
were in question. And yet the present Ufe of all the 
many thousands of Judah was not of equal importance 
to the eternal life of one precious soul. What, then, 
are we to think of ourselves, if the sentence of eternal 
death denounced against every sinner, has never indtH 
ced us to devote as many hours to fejnrent prayer, as 
these Jews employed days in prayer and fasting to 
obtain deliverance from temporal death ? Is it not to 
be feared, that we do not really believe what the scr^ 
ture tells us about that judgement which is come upoa 
all men to condemnation, if we think it too much 
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trouble to spend some hours or days in considering our 
conditioni and pouring out supplications for that mer- 
cy which we so greatly need ? The Jews fasted. Esther 
went in to the king, uncertain about the event, but 
pressed by hax^ necessity. Necessity is laid upon sin- 
ners, yea, woe unto them if they do not obtain mer- 
cy ! But great encouragement is given them to come 
to the throne of grace to obtain mercy. God him- 
self puts words in their mouths, and will he not 
hear those prayers which are dictated by his own Spi* 
rit i Hos. xiv. 2. %. ler. xxxu 18. 19. 20r 
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DISCOURSE IX. 



ESTHER GOES IN UNTO THE KING, ANO 
FINDS FAVOUR IN HIS EYES— HAMAN^ 
INFLAMED BY REVENGE, PREPARES A 
GALLOWS FOR MORDECAI OF FIFTY 
CUBITS HIGH.—Chap. r. 



Ve». 1.— Wfw // came to pats on ihi third day^ thai 
£sibir put on her royal afparel^ and stood in the inner 
court of the kin^s house, over against the iing*s bouses 
and the king sat upon his royal throne in the royal house j 
over against the gate of the houses 

Esther was not one of those who resolve and pro- 
mise well, but do not perform. How ready are we, 
like the disobedient son in the parable, to say. We 
will go and work in the vineyard, and after all go not 1 
But what excuse will we have for breaking our promi- 
ses through the mere power of laziness, when Esther 
kept her word at the risk of her life ? She deserves to 
be ranked with the noble army of confessors, if not 
of martyrs. She went in unto the king, when a law 
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laced her which deciared k to be death for any sub- 
ject^ not excepting the queen, to go in un^o the king's 
private apartments without his leave. 

Nor did she linger in doubt whether she should go 
in unto the king or not. If she had, new temptations, 
dangerous to her virtue, might have assaulted her. 
Her resolution h^d been already formed, and she 
makes haste, and delays not to do the commandment 
of Mordecai, which she considers as a commandment 
from Godr On the third day, she went in unto the 
king. Her £ast did not, it seems, consist of three com* 
plete days and nights* In the language of the Jews, 
•< three days and three nights" might mean one whole 
day and a^ part of two others* Jesus is said to have 
been f^ three days and three nights m the heart of 
the earth." and yet he it said to have risen ^ on the 
third day." 

She observed her fast, and it was no sooner oyer than 
she went ^n unto the king. It w^s wise in her, wheti 
she had finished her supplications, to present her peti« 
tion to the king. When Hannah prayed in the bit* 
temess of her grief, her heart was eased ; she was 
no more sorrowful. We have reason to think that 
Esther's anxieties, too, were banished by her devotion. 
She had been lifting up her soul to the Lord, ^he 
had been, doubtless, remembering het song in the 
night, and the wonderful works of former times wquld 
inspire her with the hope of an happy event to her pre- 
sent enterprise. Thus she was able to approach unto 
the king with all that composure of mind, and chear- 
fulness of countenance, which were necessary for the 
occasion. 

She put on her roval jipparel when she went '^^g^B/b 
F5 JM/^^ 
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d»kiiig. SheoHwd not for the distinc^Q of her 
imnky and placed not her delight in the outward 
adorning of gold and pearb, and costly array. But 
t was necessary to lay aside her mourning apparel, 
and to put on her beautiful garments, wheti she weot 
in to the king. Good wives wiU endeavour to please 
their husbands by a decency in dress, as well as other 
thills that may appear little when they are not const* 
dered as means to gain an important end. The mar- 
ried woman careth, and ought to care, how she may 
please her husband ; and those women do not act 
as becometh saints, whose dress, or any part of their 
behaviour, naturally tends to produce disgust. EsAier 
had a peculiar teatsan for dressing hersdf with her 
beautiful garments, when she went into the king's 
presence. But all women are bound to please their 
husbands in things lawful and innocent, because the 
law of Christ binds them to reverence their hustomds : 
and their, husbands^ if they are not fools, will not 
desire them to transgress the laws concerning dress, 
which two apostles have thought it necessary to record 
f^r their direction *. 

« She stood in the inner court of the king's house, 
over against the king^s house," /. e. over against the 
king's private apartment in the palace. The w<»rd 
rendered house^ may signify either a large pile of build- 
iiigf or particular apartments in it. In the first of 
the^e senses it is to be understood when it is said, « she 
stood in the inner court of the king's house" or palace, 
in the second, when it is said that she stood «< over 
against die king's house." She stood within his view 
,^s he sat upon his royal throne, waiting for the' inti- 
mation 
* I Tim. ii. i ?ct. iii. 
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mition of bis will^ either to levre her to the ptnakj 
of the laws, or to saTe her alive. We have already 
seen that Esther was a courageous woman^ She would 
venture her life for the salvation of her people. It is 
I^obable, however, that she felt great agitation of 
spirit in this critical moment, when the sentence of 
life CT death was in efiect to be pronounced upon 
her. Her Imsy imagination would call up her haxSf 
by setting in her view the cruel law, the coldness of 
the king, the severity exercised upon Vaditi. But, in 
the multitude of her thoughts wii&in l^r, it b to be 
presumed, that God's comforts delighted her soul. 

V£R. 2— — ifni it was so, vAm the kittg saw Esther 
the peen standing in tie courts that she obtained /avoor 
in his sight : and the king held out to Esther the golden 
sceptre that was in his hand* So Esther drew near^.and 
touched the top of the sceptre. 

The countenance of Esther at this critical moment 
was highly interesting to die king her husband. 
Grief, anxiety, and pity, painted in her beauteous 
face, awakened his pity, and attracted his love. She 
found favour in his eyes, and he held out to her the 
golden.sceptre, the sign of grace and t>ardon, whidi 
Esther touched, in thankful acceptance of the <^red 
mercy, 

« As a prince," said God to Jacob, << hast thou 
power with God; and with. men also Shalt thou pre* 
vail." Esther had been weeping and making suppli- 
cation, like her father Jacob, and had prevailed, and 
saw the face of the king as if it had btfen the face of 
God, and her life was preserved ; and, what wa^ 
still better, she had the happy presage of the preser- 
vatix)n of the life of all her people, in that fav 
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vrlii^ was e«teB<Ud to liciself . "Wliat wonderiul fa« 
Ydttre from jnen fnay ^nrent aynpl^^^i^ ^ C^ o^ 
j(atii 1 *< If ke be Cor OS, vdM^can b« against lis T' 

Ver. :0.^rj&Mr Azi^ tbi J^g woo her, Whai ViHt 
tiou^ quu3^ EsAerf and what ii ^y request / U ihdl b4 
emen £imm4be§^ to ^ ha^ ^ tie Usigd^m. 

The htmltJbi the Idng^ 11 it wao fbnneriy alienated 
iseoi Esdter^ was now moat offectuallf tiuroed to £a« . 
WW her. He i|ot oi^ lield joiit to her the goldtn 
ecQplte, ^t addreaiBed kex witl^ jespfse8«ion9 ^i the 
ten4ewst l^tei »mI of the ziefaest tnMmtf « She may 
now confideiMly seek ffom ium the life of ail her 
l^eople \ for dbe waa Asaurod that abe sboiiLd receive 
the richeat boon wittch dfecvetioa could auier her to 

£im ImA leadEies oaio draw a comfortable inatrMOw 
lion from the bounty of parents to their children i 
^ If tfVffliyey being etii, hnow how to give good gifts 
unto fwar cfaildiMRiy hoiar mncb noce shall y^or hea- 
venly JFadier give good tbii^ tp them diat ask bim ?^ 
May wse iu)t wkh equal assvrance draw the same in- 
«true^n from the kindness of Ahasoenis to his qi&eeo 7 
A nnm who cjould wanum^ devote 4 yjifbif^ nation t9 
^tomoetiont and a nation to wluch hk^ <}ueen bel^ig- 
edj for aught be knew, will nevertheless give her 
whail she pleases to ask, when she comee to him as a 
biunUe petitioner, aldiough her coming to him waa 
not according to the law. When we come {o the 
"tfaxone ^ the eternal King, we have tbe law of grata 
on our side. Come boldly unto the throne of grace. 
Aak, and ye shall receive. The King whom we ap* 
proach is rich in mercy to all that call upon him. 
He will not witb*hoid from us the desire of our lips. 

He 
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fie wlU ib> for ^ «bpy9 wbm ve iC$a ask or thmk. 
We k^m f^Mf$ ^fme mtQ ki9 pre^eogre mtu^ 4i9r 
iC0\>i5aging appyeb^ni^QQS of l^i^ 4.i#ple4P¥f e, iHiJt he wilt 
B(9t tt)9iUMwJ for eyer, iwifber will he ^e aJw^y^ wroth. 
ft He hath beajKi th^ desire (^ the humble. Thoa 
wiH prepare ih^ heiurt^ ihou wilt je»U9^ thi^e i^r to 

V^E^ 4.w^i«^ £></^<r imswerwd, J/ it se0m good tmto 
tie itMg, kt the Jto$g md Human conf$ iUs day unt^ tht 
banquet tbat 1 bavfi pr^arfd/or Urn, 

Bather had nw^lj a good opportunity to pceaont het 
^quest to the kind;, when he was so wdl idtspeAe!^ iq 
grapt it. But tbe impoctsupuce of it was £ar moiv thoa 
life. Her cimidijty was not entisely removed by aU 
the kind words which the kbig had spoken. He 
migbt take it kindly to find a rich banquet prepared 
for him by Esther. She hoped Aat hi* heart would 
be warmed with frieadship» gpd impired with genet- 
rotts and pleasing aenlaaient^ by a basnet to his 
taste.) and $he wished for some more time of re- 
collection» preparation, and pi:ayer> heSoxe she ^ade 
known her great request to the king. All, thei^fore, 
that she requests at present is, that the king and Ha^ 
man might come to the feast which die hM prepared 
for thek entertainment. 

A feast is, especialLy in tlie jBaetem countries, a 
seal of friendship } and, tjierefbre, it may appear 
strange that H»nan was invited along with the king, 
although Esther had it in view to present a petition 
to the king against him. But nee^sity was laid upon 
her» if she invited the king, to invite Haman also, who 
was as inseparable from him at this time as his right 
hand. The fault was in the king, and not in Z^0^^. 
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if any vnotyg was done Mm bf cherishing those proud 
imaginations that were soon to be humbled to the dust- 
She was not in a situation to act with the delicacy of 
Saladin^ sultan of Egypt, who gave a draught of re- 
f reeling liquor to his thirsty capthre, Guy, king of Je- 
rusalem | but when the king handed the cup to his com* 
panion in bonds, Arnold, lord of Brescia, the sultan 
desired him to observe, that it was not he, but the 
kmg of Jerusalem, that gave him the cup. The rea^ 
son (^ this bdiaviour was, that Saladin had justly 
doomed Arnold to death for barbarities treacherously 
perpetrated by him against his people. No man^ 
however, can say that Esther dealt unfairly with Ha** 
num. His presence was expedient at the presenting 
of the petition, that there might be no pretence to 
complain of injury. He was to be charged with tl^ 
worst of crimes, and thdre was nothing unfair in gi« 
ving him an opportunity, by being present, to excul* 
pate himself, if that had been possible* 

Ver. 5.-^^Tben the king mid, Caua Human to maki 
haste$ that be may do as Esther bath said. So the king 
and Haman came to the banquet that Esther bad pre* 
fared.^ 

The king was not displeased at the timidity of 
Esther, but considered it as a mark of the profound 
reverence which she entertained for him. He was 
pl«^ed Mrith the respect shewed to him in imriting 
him, with his friend Haman, to a banquet. He 
knew that Haman would reckon himself highly ho- 
noured by the invitation, and sent for him to come 
in all haste to shar^ in the entertainment. Thus far 
things went well with Esther. She was assured of 
the king's kindness, and furnished with an ,opportu- 

nity 
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nky of ingratiating herself still more with the man to 
whoixii under God) she must look for the life of her 
people. 

Ver. 6.-^And the ting said unto Eitbtr at the bafh> 
^uet ofwfUi ff^hat is tiy petition / and it shall be grants 
edtbee : and what is thy request f even to the half (^ the 
kingdom it shall he performed* 

We find, in the second chapter, that the beautjr 
and modesty of Esther gained the hearts of ail who 
saw her. Doubtless, when the king, at the banquet 
of wine, had an opportunity of conversing with Esther, 
and of observing those lovely graces that appeared in 
every part of her behaviour, his love was inflaiped, 
and he thought he could not give her too great proofs 
of his kindness. The pleasure he enjoyed in the en- 
tertainment, and in the society of those whom he most 
loved, opened his heart to liberality; and he again 
desires Esther to present her request before him, with 
the repeated assurance that it should be granted her 
to the half of the kingdom. The fears of Esther, 
however, seem not yet to have been altogether ex- 
tinguished, although hope predominated. , 

Ver. 7. 8. — Then answered Esther^ andsaidy JHjfpe» 
tition and my request isj if I have found favour in the 
sight of the king^ and if it please the king to grant my 
petition^ and to perform my request^ let the king and 
-. Human come to the banquet that I shall prepare for them^ 
and I will do to*morrow as the king hath said. 

It was a great favour that she had akeady received, 
that the king honoured her banquet with his presence, 
and all that she will venture to ask more at this time 
is, that this favour may be repeated. But the great 
object of her desire for whfch she entered into t]^ 
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kifig'a pceaence, sbe darea not y^t to pnKluce. She 
lays hfiFBelfi faQwever, under an obligjitioii u> yapquish 
her fearsj and to acquaint the king with her wishes, 
if he will favour her with his presence tormprrow. 
The i:iiig would not take it amiss that Esther discover- 
ed such timidity in his presence. He loved her, and 
wished to be loved by her ; but he wished likewise to 
\^ feared iiriih a reverence grekter perhaps than is due 
to mortals. 

]Qttt, could Esther have a better opportunity than 
the present to {present her chief request to th^ king i 
She couiid not, perhaps, prudently publish it in the 
king's apartments, where %ome of the princes might 
be pri^sent, who would be ready to declaim against - 
the request, ^ a petition fo|: the overthrow of the 
fundamental laws of the empire. Here none but 
the Jdng and flai^tiaa were to be present, and Hamaa ' 
must be her enemy whenever the petition is presented. 
The king i^as now in the best humour imaginable, 
and nothing but courage in Esther seemed to be want«> 
ing to complete the business. 

It is to be considered, hpw^ver, that there was no 
oc^^fHOn for great haste in the business, because more 
than ten months still remained of the time set for the 
destructipn of the Jews; and if the queen had gained 
much this day upon the king's affection, she might 
gain stiU more by the entertainment and x:onver5e of 
the next. It is to be remembered, that there were 
difficulties almost insurmountable in the way of grant- 
ing her request. It might seem to demand the over'i> 
throw of a fundamental law of the kingdom, that laws 
ratified by the king's authority, and sealed with his 
seal, should not be altered. It might even have been 

supposed, 
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supposed, that the king's right to the throne was ex- 
posed to question^ if he should attempt unconstitu* 
tional innovations in the government, by granting such 
a petition. We all know that a race of our own kings 
forfeited the throne by such attempts. 

The king's kindness to Esther was a great encou- 
ragement to her to present her request. But his at- 
tachment to Haman might well render it doubtful 
wbethet that favourite or the queen would prevail. 
It is not, therefore, strange that Esther desired another 
day before she presented her request. She trusted in 
God, but she must likewise use the utmost prudence. 
Paul believed God that he should be saved from the 
hands of the Jews, to testify concerning Christ at 
Rome*; and yet he made application to the chief 
captain to protect him from their snares. The use of 
the best means for obtaining what we desire ought to 
aceonapany pur hope. in God. 

It is good always to avoid undue delays in doing 
what is right ; yet precipkancy is likewise to be ^void^ 
ed. We know not what a day may bring forth, wheft 
we wait for a proper season. Esther seems plainly to 
have been directed by the Divine Providence in de- 
ferring her petitipn to the foBowing day. Very urt- 
expect^d events fell out in the interval, which greatly 
fav<Hired her request. 

Ver. 9.^^Th^n *iJoeni Human fa^th that day joy f^^ 
and with a glad heart : but when Haman saw Mordec&i 
in the hinges g^^^^ ^hat he stood not up^ nor moved for him^ 
he was full of indignation against Mordecai* 

Unhappy are they wjiose chief happiness lies in the 
fi^vour oi princes, or in any earthly object. Haman 

thought 
* Acts^xxiii. IX. ^ , 
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thought himsdf I^ppy in die king's fafOttr^.w^udt he 
enjoyed. He thought himself happy in the queen's 
favour, which he did not enjoy. He was soon ta 
know that he was equally deceived in both. The 
queen was already plotting his destruction, and the 
^kti^s* favour was soon to be converted into deadly 
hatred. 

. Vain are Ae joys of tWem that have their portion 
in this life* Double vanity is in the joys of tl% proud. 
They are exposed to misery no less by theit own ca^ 
pricious fancies, than by the changeable nature of ex- 
ternal objects. Although Hainan had been able t€v 
tsecure the king's favour to the end of his life, aithougl^ 
he had been no less the favoorise o£ Esther than o^ 
Ahasuerus, what good would all have done him, when^ 
such a trifle as the stiffness of Mordecai's knees coubi: 
fiiake htm unhappy ? He must every day have met 
with something to deprive him of dbe possesion <tf 
Ins own souL A man who cannot be happy unless 
«very person give him all the respect which he may 
tlunk his due, will never be happy dU Ae Ahnig^ity 
tesign to him the government of the vrorld; 

Mordecai was as far as ever from bowing tbe knee 
to HanKin.. He acted, on a principle of eonscience, 
and no circumstances could alter the setded purpose 
of his soul. Haman can procure a sentence of death 
against him, and against his people ; bat he cannot 
turn sin into duty : and let death or life come, it was 
Mordecai's resolution to be found in that good paft 
which leads to life and peace. — <*, Haman was full o£ 
indignadon against Mordecai i" 

Vee. lO.i-^Ntvenbekii Hatnan refrainei ttmse^: 

andi 
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o»ii yehenbe came borne, be untand caUedfcfr bisfriendf^ 
ottdZereA bit wife. 

When ptoud men are seeking glory from other?, 
they are often secretljrashiuned of Aemsehres. Haman 
was adiam^ to disclose that secret rage which boiled 
in his bosom, wh^i Mordecai bowed not his knees^ 
to him. He had indeed good reason to be ashamed, 
diat a man so gr^it, and Messed with such affluence 
of woridty comforts, should be a slare to his own va« 
nity, and dependent on erery man he saw for his hap^ 
piness. What man is more to be pitied than he who 
cannot enjoy any comfort without the consent of all 
his neighbours, without excepting those whom most 
of all others he hates and despises I Such is the proud 
man. He despises all around him, and yet cannot 
taste of happiness if any of them think fit to deny him 
"^t homage wluch he wishes to enjoy. Let him 
hear the praises or die iatt^ries of mne hundred of 
i»6 ne^bonrs, bis heart may b^ swelled with joy % 
but ^t joy is dependent for its continuance upon the 
next man he meets. The a^anness of such a mane's 
spirit mus^ corer htm with diame, when it is disclosed. 
Haman would not disclose hb chagrin in the presence 
of Mordecai, but he could not conceal it from his 
friends. << When he came home, he sent and called 
for his friends, and Zeresh his wife." 
• Ver. 1 1 . 12. — And Haman toU tbem oftbe glory t>f 
Sis ricbeSf and tbe multitude of his ebildren^ and all 
the things wherein tbe king had promoted him, and bow 
he had advanced him ahove the princes and servants of the 
iing. Haman said, moreover, Tea, Esther the queen did 
lei no man come in wi$b the king unto the banket that she 
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had prepGre4y hut n^jt^fi qni tf^m^mm #^ Iim>Ml 
unto her also with the king. 

. Haoian gtv^s his {rie$d^ an inv^nlpr^ of hi^ happi- 
ness. He was immensely rich. H^ hM "HJtny chil- 
dren to preserve his fame in the wprld. He was tfe? 
unrivalled favourite of the king ; a^4 be Wft^s np Je&s 
lo of the <j|ieenj who honoured him ahi^ost a$ inuch 
^s the Xmg did. 4moogst all the king's aoW^ piinp^s, 
jion^ was admitted to the queen's royal bstnquet.witb 
the king but bimsdf. Not one of the brothers or 
poupins of the king, not a relation of the queen, was 
palled to the feast. Haman must therefore b? con- 
sidered a? the second man oi" the kiugcjon^. 

Riches $re good. The favour of king^ ,ai|d of 
queens m^y b^ vei:y uftefui, and giv0 gteat ^leasuTf^. 
Put, unhappy h the wj^d Ychf^ chief h^ippiness Ugjt 
in Jiny §f ;he^e tfeiigs, 0r in all ui «h^ra iQgethp^^ 
Ri0fe&$ ^Qon make to thiam»«ivft$ wjip^^ ^i\^ fly ?wff > 
g^d dunug they^iiii^. of thfij fl{>iukiHaiWi ih^y.cg^ 
not ease the body afiict^d wiri* X)i» s^ghf c^ d}§fHFd^r ^ 
far less can they prodwfie that ttupq^ijlity ef #$h4> 
witboMt^wbich men mu^ b^wa^afele v?r^ ih^y ia 
faradi^ itself* Childish di&s^ leis9 moiidl %hm their 
f^arenls, and their life is ofte^ ipfior^ gri^vpu^ th^fi their 
death would be* Princes m»y shower down fayQ^ra 
upon us, and their smil^ jqtiay %\%^ij our vanit]^. 
3ut they may smile to-day> and frovrn tOrmorrow^ 
To-day they may invite us to their }):^que^S| and) 
if they are absolute princes, may tp-morrow pronounce: 
the sentence of our death. Jksides, we know not the 
hearts of princes, and we maj deceiye purselyes with 
fond ppinioi^ pf tl^eir friendship, which a short time 
will discover to have been illusions of our own imagi- 

^ .nation. 
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ttation. Harhan's fate d^ght to be a lesson to Ihosfc 
who bo^^t themselves because they are become ex- 
ceeding rich, and because they are blessed with every 
thing that the heart of a man of the world can wish. 
We kncJv^ not what a day may bring forth. On the 
morrow after ilaman boasted to his wife and friends 
of his unequalled prosperity, his honour was laid 
lower than the dust. His great friends appeared to be 
his deadly enemies. His wealth became the property 
of one of the nation which he had devoted to destruc- 
tion. His ten children were left unprotecred, to feel 
the dismal effects of their father's crimes. Mow 
well-founded is the precept of the apostW ! " Let 
them that Have wives (ot aiiy relation) be as though 
tSiey had them not ; and they that rejoice, as though 
they rejoiced not 5 and they that buy, as though they 
possessed not : for the fashion of this world passeth 
away." 

Ver. 13. — Tet all this a*uaileth mv nothings so long 
^s I see Mordecai the Jew sitting at the king^s gate, 

Hamdn himself confesses the vanity of his high- 
swelling words. Why does he talk of his riches, of 
his children, of the favour of *%he king and queen, 6f 
the grandeur of his condition ? That his friends might 
congratulate him as the happiest man in the king's 
dominions. Yet with the same breath hfe declares 
himself unhappy. He confesses, that all that con- 
fluence of blessings which swelled him with pride, 
were not blessings to him, because a certain man 
whom he despised did not bow the knee to him. 

There are few who will confess so plainly as H«- 
man the weakness of their own spirit. Men 
ashamed to say that trifles disturb their minds, nij 
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prive them of self-enjoyment. But it is certain, that 
numbers, like Haman, are miserable amidst the means 
of iiai^iness, because they wane a disposition for en- 
joying Happiness. They are so unreasonable, that a 
thousand enjoyments lose all their relish, for the want 
of something else ^friiich they cannot obtain. « A good 
man is satisfied from himself $" and he that is not sa- 
tisfied from himself, will not be satisfied from any 
thing without him. He is like a sick man surrounded 
with the richest dainties. He cannot relidi them. 
He starres b the midst of plenty. 

Give a whde world of pleasure to a man who 
loves the^ world, and the things of it, he will soon 
find that something is wanted, though perhaps he does 
not know, so well as Haman tho^^ he did, what it 
is. He finds some gall and wormwood that spread 
poi«on over his pleasures. All his abundance cannot 
compensate ior the loss of some one thing or other 
that he deem» essential to his happiness. The fact is, 
that the world cannot give a right constitution to his 
disordered soul, or be a substitute for that divine fa- 
vour in which lies the life of our souls. Habakkuk, 
Paul, and other good* men, could be happy in the 
want of every earthly enjoyment } nor could all the 
miseries which are the objects of aversion to the gene« 
rality of mankind greatly disturb their tranquillity * ; 
for God was die portion of their inheritance, and in 
him they had wh«t a thousand worids could not give. 
But those who know not God, and his Son Jesus 
Christ, in whom are the light and the life of men, 
know not the way of peace. Whatever they have, 

they 
^ Iltb. iii. 17. <t. t Cor. U. tf. 
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tliey want the one thing needful, without which all 
things else are vanity and vexation ol spuit. 

« I have all things, and abound," said an apostle, 
who was often in hunger, and thirst, 'and nakedness^ 
and who, at the time when he vrrote these words, 
was a poof prisoner, that liad newly received a tempo* 
rary supply from his friends. This man had nothing, 
and yet possessed all things. Ten thousand talents 
were but a small part of Haman*s wealth, and yet he 
is miserably poor, for all that he had could avail him 
nothing. The believer in Christ must be rich in the 
midst lof poverty ; for he is possessed of gold tried in 
the fire. The man who knows not Christ, is poor 
though he be rich, because he is utterly destitute of 
the true riches. 

Ver. 14. — Then said Zeresb his wfe and all bis 
ftiends unto him^ Let a gallows be made of fifty cubits 
bigbf and to-morrow speak tbou unto the king that Mor» 
decai may be hanged thereon / then go tbou in merrily 
with the king unto the banquet* And the thing pleased 
Haman ; and he caused the gallows to be made. 

Miserable comforters were all those friends of 
Haman. They were all physicians of no value. 
What though Mordecai had been hanged, and, to 
make his ignominious ead the more conspicuous^ 
upon a gallows of fifty cubits high i Haman's dis- 
ease lay deep in his heart. A day would not have 
passed till some other vexation would have disquiet* 
ed him. 'He would have rejoiced for a moment 
at Mordecai's downfall ; but the joys . of murder 
cannot b^ pure. The bitterness of hatred, and the 
reflections of conscience, must have polluted ^^^^gk 
en^^bittered his pleasure. His pride would have j^^' 

Digitized by CjOOQlii j^^. J^ 



IM ESTHER GOES IN TO THE KIHC| 

sed up other Mordecais. Some through inadvcr-* 
tency, others through envy> would soon have di^ 
quieted his soul with new instances of disrespect, 
which to him would have been insuffisr^bk in* 
suits : Or, if fear had constrained every man in the 
Persian dominions to give him all the honour he 
desired, yet it was not to be hoped, that it would 
be rain and sunshine at his pleasure ; that dogs^ and 
horses, and bulls, would always regulate their motioiis 
by his humour. He was not less proud than Xerxes, 
the father of his lord Ahasuerus, who exercised his 
impotent vengeance upon the winds and the seasg 
when they took the liberty to break down his bridge 
over the Hellespont* 

If a proud man make his complaint to you of his, 
unhappiness« you but make him more unhappy, if you 
advise him to gratify his pride by unreasonable and 
sinful means. You might as well adrise a man dying 
of a dropsy to pour into his throat large quaimties 
of water. Advise him to mortify his pride, and 
to learn of him who was meek and lowly in heart 4 
to deny himself, to prepare himself for bearing the 
cxoss, to take upon himself the yoke of Christ, which 
is easy. The humble man is always happy. The 
proud man never can be happy till he is effectually 
humbled. It is not consistent with the nature of 
things, nor with the will of the high and lofty One, 
who abhors the proud, that the gratifications which 
pride requires should ever give pure or lasting pleasure 
to the soul. 

Haman was pleased with the advice of his friends, 
and began to put it in execution. But he found too 
soon, that " he who flattereth a man spreadeth a net 
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for his feet.'* Haman prepared for Mor<lecai in in* 
tention^ but for himself in reality^ a gallows of fifty 
cubits high. Remember and beliere the instruction 
of the wise man, << He that diggeth a pit shall fall 
into it ; and whoso breaketh an hei^e^ ^ serpent shaU 
bite him." 



DIS- 
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DISCOURSE X. 



HAMAN IS COMPELLED TO CX)NFEll A 
SINGULAR HONOUR UPON MORDECAI, 
WHICH HE HOPED TO PROCURE FOR 
HIMSELF.— Chap. vi. 



V£iu U^^On tbat i9%k could md the Uf^ tktpf wd 

he commanded to bring the book ofreeordi of the chnmekfi 
and they %uete nod before the iit^» 

< 

The king could not sleep, any more than we, when 
he pleased. Of what use, some will say, is roj^ 
dignity, if it cannot procure sleep to the wearied eye* 
lids ? A king, by die wise administration of govern- 
ment, may procure sleep to his people ; on the con« 
trary, by his oppression, he may cause many weari- 
some nights to his subjects, in which their arrows 
will not suffer them to sleep. But the regal dignity 
will not msure sleep to him who enjoys it. It it 
more likely to debar his eyes from rest by those anxious 
cares which attend it, or by those uneasy reilectioia 
v^hich attend the abuse of power. Labour, and a good 

coc^ieitcei 
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conscience^ will procure sweeter sleep than all the 
riches in the world. 

*< On that night could not the king sleep." — On 
what night ? The night preceding the decisive day 
on which Esther was to present her petition, and the 
morning on which Haman had a petition of an oppo- 
site kind to be presented to the king. Observe how 
divme providence k«pt sleep from the eyes of Aha- 
s>uerus» to serve its own gracious purposes. It is said 
Aat « -God giveth his beloved sleep." — But he some- 
times, too, with-holds sleep from them for good pur- 
poses ; and he sometimes hath with-held sleep from 
odier persons, or disturbed it with strange dreams, 
for their benefit. A dream was sent to Pharaoh, that 
Joseph might be delivered from his prison, and exalt- 
ed to power. Another dream was sent to Nebuchad- 
neziEar, to procure die exakatton of Daniel and his 
friends* Ahasuerus was kept from sleep, that he 
might not suffer MofHlecai to be hanged. 

It is of great use to know how to improve those 
moments of the night in which we are debarred from 
sleep. Ahasuerus, it seems, thought he could not 
employ his waking moments better than by hearing 
the chronicles of his reign. Here, too, we may ob- 
serve the superintending care of Providence. Why 
did not a prince, who delighted in pleasure, rather 
call for the melody of the harp and viol, than for the 
chronicles of his reign ? It was the will cf God that 
he should be put in mind of what Mordecai had done 
for him, because now the fit time was come that h^ 
should receive the reward of his fidelity. 

Ver. ^^'•^And it was Jound written^ that MordccaijgftSt 
had toid ofB'tgtbana and Teresbg tW9 ofthc iing^J chat^^ 
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herlainsj the keepers of the deor^ whv sought to lay hand 
on the king Ahasuerus, 

How came this part of the records to be read at 
this time, rather than the celebrated exploits of Cyrus, 
or some other passage which might be expected best 
to entertain the wearied king ? Such was the appoint-^ 
ment of Providence, which regulates the mmutest 
events. " The footsteps of a good man are ordered 
hj the Lord'' in wisdom and love ; and the footAeps 
of other inen are ordered by himjn wisdom and love 
to thetn that love God, to them that are the called ac- 
cording to his purpose* 

Mordecai might think Chat he had good reason td 
complain of the disregard shewied to his eminent ^er« 
vi^es. The king was a liberal rewardet of otkeri 
who had done little, but seemed to have forgdtt^n 
the man who had done much in hts service, the man 
to whom, under God, he owed himself. Yet Mor-> 
decai had this to comfott him, that his nam^ and his 
services were recorded in the book of the chronidles, 
and therefore were not likely to be always fdtgol^A* 
May not all God's faithful servants^ wh^n they think 
he hath forgotten them, comfort themselves with th^ 
assurance, that a book of remembrance is written be- 
fore God, in which not a cup of cold water given td 
a disciple, in the name of a disciple, is omitted ) ati4 
that infinite wisdom will chuse out the thne of their 
reward ? 

VeH. S. — And the king said, What h^ma^ afid d^rii'^ 
ty hath been done to Mordecai for this t Then said the 
king^s servants that ministered ttnto hitn^ There is rk^hin^ 
done for htm. 

The king did not doubt but some honour and dig- 
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nit^ had been conferred upon Mordecai for saving his 
life. He could not believe that he had been so 
thougjhttessly luigrateful, as never to require for such 
a length of time a service so eminent as that which 
Mordecai had performed ; and wa& astonished to hear 
his servants say that nothing had been done for him. 

Let us take a review of our lives, and consider 
wkit we have donei or not done. If our memo-^ 
im are good, we shall be surprised at many in- 
stances of our conduct, or of our forgetfulness. Have 
vfe shewed all that sense of gratitude to our be- 
nefactors, to which we must acknowledge tliem to 
be entitled ? Have we not often intended to do what 
we have never doni^ although we must blush at the 
thought that we have not done it i And can we for- 
get, that amongst our benefactors are to be reckoned 
our parei^ a«d| most of all, God our Maker ? 

We are taught likewise, by tins question of Aha- 
iuerus, not to impute to intention what may be the 
efieet merely of inadvartenee.- We are apt to make 
louder complaints than we have any reason to make of 
the ingratitude of those to whom we Iwve performed 
good offices. Perhaps they hdVe forgotten that, they 
did not requite them« Perhaps their neglects have not 
originated in depravity of heart, or insensibility to be- 
nefits, but in thoughtlessness, or it was occasioned 
by the many avocations of other afFairs. We cannot 
indeed justify those who do not with the 'first oppor- 
tunity requite benefits received ; but we must not ag- 
gravate real evils. Who will say that David did not 
retain a grateful remen\brance of what Jonathan bad 
done for him ? And yet several years seem to havn, 
elapsed, after he was advanced to the regal di^: 
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before he inquired who were left of the house of 
Saul, that he might shew them the kindness of God 
for Jonathan's sake i and several more years passed 
away^ before he brought the haaits of that bek^red 
friend from Jahesh-Gilead, to be interred in the sepul- 
chre of his father. 

«^ There is nothing done for hun^" said the servants 
of Ahasuerus. This was a disagreeable truth, which 
they could not conceal from the king* But the evil 
was not irreparable. Mordecai was stilt alive, and 
the king could yet testify his sense of the benefit re- 
ceived. 

Ver. 4. — ^fki the king scad, Who is in the ctmri / 
Now Haman was come into the ontward com^ of the 
king's hmsey to speak unto the king to long Mordeccd 
vn the gallows that he had^preparid for him* 

' « Woe to them that devise evil upon their bed," or 
before they gotobed, « and when the morning is Ught, 
practise it.'* Haman rose up early in the morning to 
obtain the accomplishment of his malicious designs 
against Mordecai* It is much to be lamented, that 
the children of the wicked one are often more active 
in the prosecution of theit corsupt intentions, than 
the children of light in the accomplishment of their 
pious and charitable designs. 

. <« Who is in the court i" said the king* He dept 
not for the whole night ;. and he heard, at the fittest 
time for God's purpose in keeping him awake, that 
Haman was in the court of the palace. When be was 
newly informed that Mordecai had never been re^ 
warded for saving his life, he asked the question^ 
«• Who is in the court i" 

Veb* 
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Ver. S.'^/ind the king's servant said unto him^ J5^- 
hoUt Haman standetk in the court. And the king saidf 
Let him come in* 

Whe» the king^ had formed the resolution that 
Mordecai shotild be immediately rewarded with the 
highest honours) he was glad that Haman had come 
$0 opportunely to giTe him his advice what honours 
were fittest to be conferred on him. 

Ver. 6.-50 Haman came in.' And the king said 
unto himy What shaU he done unto the man whom the kin 
delighteth to honour / Now Haman thought in his heart. 
To whom would the king deUght to do honour more than 
to myself P 

Long as Mordecai had been overlooked, the king 
discovers a warm gratitude for his good service when 
it is called to remembrance. This teaches us on^ 
happy means of exciting gratitude in our heart to our 
benefactors. Let us call to remembrance their bene- 
fits, and we muat be more brutish than oxen or asses, 
if we feel not grateful- impressions on our hearts. It 
was by this method that David awakened his soul to^ 
the praises of God for all his benefits. 

You may likewise be of great use to your neigh- 
bours, by reminding them, when it appears necessary, 
of the benefits which they have received, either from 
their fellow-men, or from their Maker. You see in 
this part of the history of Ahasuerus, what happy ef- 
fects a word read or spoken may have. 
^ The king delighted to honour the man who had 
saved his life. What honour is due to our parents 
who have given us life ? To those who have been in- 
strumental in saving us from eternal wrath ? Abov^ 
all, to Him who gave himself for us, that we xcii?^* 
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be preserved from everlasting destnicticm ? 1 Ccnr ri. 
19.20. 2Cor. V. 14. 15. 

<< NowHaman thought in his heart. To whom should 
the king delight to do honour more than to myself ?" 
— This proud conceit of Haman did not seem to be 
without ground. If the king had not wanted his 
sleep the foregoing nighty it would have been well 
founded. How uncertain is the favour of men ! and 
how much are those to be pitied, who mistake the 
rolling wave for a solid rock, on which they may build 
the foundation of their happiness ! 

Ver. y.^^ji/id Haman answired tht kingj For the 
man whom the king delighteih to honour y let th» royal appa-* 
rel be brought which the king usetb to wear , and the horse 
that the king rid(th upon, and the crownmroyal which is set 
u[^Qn his head J and let flff etpparel and horse he delivered 
"to the hmd tftau rf the king'*s most nohb princes^ that 
they may array the man' withal whom the king delighteti 
to honour, and bring him on horseback through the streH 
of the city, and procliim bffore him. Thus shall it h$ 
(lone to the man whom the king delightetb to honour, 

Haman thought with himself that he was certainly 
tlie man whom the king delighted to honour ; but he 
did not say so. The vainest of the sons of men af- 
fect modesty, to obtain gratification to their vanity. If 
the king had asked Haman what honour he wished 
for himself, he would not have asked what he now 
supposed he was asking for himself, without incurring 
the danger into which Adonijah brought himself by 
asking the concubine of David to wife. The kings 
of the East were jealous of all that affected, or seemed 
to affect any badge of royalty. Alexander the Great, 
when he was sailing upon the river Euphrates, and 
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^nffnred the diadem to drop from his head into the 
waters, puilished with death a seaman who brought 
it out of the river upon his head. 

But it was not professedly for himself. It was for 
the man, unknown to 1\im, whom the king desired to 
honour, that Haman asked the glory, not hitherto al- 
lowed to any subject, of wearing for once the royal 
apparel, and of riding through the city on the favou* 
rite horse of the king, adorned with a royal coronet, 
under the care of one of the king's most noble p*rin. 
ces, who was on that day to be the servant of the 
man whom the king delighted to honour. We see 
in what Haman placed the chief happiness of maii. 
He could not hope to obtain the admired dignity of 
sitting upon the royal throne j but the happiness next 
to that, in his estimation, was to be adorned for once 
with some of the ensigns of royalty, to be served l?^ 
the greatest of the king's princes during the exhibit 
tion of his royal pomp, and to be declared the favou- 
rite of the king. What an empty, what a transient 
shadow of felicity was this i Surely the man who 
sought it from the king was a child in understanding ^ 
and yet such children are the greatest part of man- 
kind. What is there more solid or satisfactory in any 
of the objects of human pursuit, whilst men are unillu- 
minated from above ? «< Vanity of vanities, vanity of 
vanities, all is vanity !" But we can see and despise 
the folly of other men walking in a vain shew, when 
we ourselves walk in a shew equally vain. <^ Surely 
every man is vanity !" 

Ver. 10. — Then the king said to Haman, Mah ha^.ey 

and take the apparel, and the horse ^ as thou hast saidj and 

G5 do 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



^ 



154 HAMAN IS COMPELLED TO CONFEU ^ 

do^even to to Mordecai the Jew, that sitteth at the king's 
gate ; let nothing fail of all that thou bast spoken. 

This is a great infelicity which attends worldly 
pursuits, that there is no proportion between the plea- 
sure of success and the pain of disappointment. How 
unsatisfactory to Haman would the wearing c^ royal 
ornaments for a small part of a day have been, and 
all the other honours which he expected to enjoy 
only for a few moments ! We can scarcely suppose 
that the pleasure of this feast to his vanity would have 
lasted longer than a night, or a week. But how 
dreadful a stroke was given to him, by hearing that 
the man whom he mortally hated was the man whom 
the king delighted to honour ; that he was to be in- 
vested with that royal pomp to which Haman lumself 
looked as the perfection of felicity, and that he must 
become the servant of that man for whom he had 
erected a gallows fifty cubits high I What exquisite 
misery, if he had lived to endure it, must have been 
hi§ portion, at the galling remembrance of his ow» 
- disgrace, when thie erection of the lofty gibbet pub- 
lished to th^ whole city the height of his hopes, and 
the bitterness of his disappointment ! 

" Let nothing fail*," said the king, « of all that 
thou hast spokeil."— He counted no honours too great 
for his benefactor. He would compensate by his 
liberality the time which Mordecai had lived unre- 
warded, and unhonoured. If we have neglected 
to do good when we should have done it, let us use 
double diligence in doing it, if time is^till left us to 
repair our omis$ions. 

Ver* 11— T^^h took Haman the apparel and the 
hone^ and arrayed Mordecai^ and brought him on horses- 
back 
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iaci through the stteet of the cky, and proclaimed be- 
fore him^ Thidj shall it hi done to the. man whom the 
Jii^g delightetb to boaoun 

Do you complain ths^t you must deny yourselves, and 
take up your cross in following Christ ? But who is 
the man that is exempted from trouble> or the man that 
does not find it necessary to deny himself on many 
occasions ? And is it not better to deny ourselves for 
Christ, than to deny ourselves for the sake of any 
earthly object? You see that Haman, great as he 
was in the court of Ahasuerus, must serve Mordecai 
as his lacquey, and perform to him those services 
which to Haman liimself appeared the mo^t glorious 
of aU others, when he would have given thousands 
of gold and silver for a warrant to slay him. The 
greatest earthly princes must often do things displea- 
sing, or omit things pleasing to themselves, for tem- 
porary advantage, or even without the prospect of ad- 
vantage. What could Haman^ gain from Mordecai, 
.or from Ahasuerus, for doing what he could not do 
without the most extreme reluctance ? But the least 
instance of self-denial for the sake of Christ shall be 
attended with a great reward,, worthy of the bounty 
of the Giver. 

Mordecai was too wise to vj^lue those childish ho- 
nours which appeared so glorious to Haman. He 
^ was, undoubtedly, struck wi^h amazement when Ha- 
man brought to him the royal robes, and the royal 
horse. But it was necessary for him to yield obe- 
dience to the king's pleasure j and dpubtless he saw 
the gracious hand of God in what was done to him. 
Mordecai had more sagacity than the friends of Ha- 
man, who saw his fall before Mordecai the Jc^0r^ 
G 6 prt^jged 
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presaged bytthis instance of his humiliatioii. Jacob 
saw the love of God in the face of his recondled 
enemy. Mordecai saw the favour of God in the re- 
tuctant services performed by m enemy as full of ma- 
lice as ever, and was cheered by the dawniogs of that 
deliverance to his nation for which he had been pray- 
ing and looking. 

Ver. 12. — yiftJ Mordecai came again to the kifig*s 
^afe i hut Haman hasted to his house^ mourning f and ha*- 
ifing his bead covered. 

If you desire to be happy, be clothed with humi- 
lity, and mortify pride* Haman in prosperity was 
miserable, and in adversity was doubly miserable^ 
because he was^ the slave of pride. Mordecai pre- 
served the even tenor of his soul in prosperity and in 
adversity. When he was kd in ropl state through 
the city, and pxfblicly proclaimed the king's favourite> 
he was the same man as before, and returned widi- 
outnobetothe duties of his humble station. Ha- 
man^s disappointment crushed his spirits. He hasten- 
ed to his house, to pour out his sorrows to his friends, 
who could give him no comforts He came back wkh 
fats face covered^ in to^n of that anguish ^ich prey- 
ed upon his hear t> and that shame which would not 
suffer him to shew his face. Yesterday he went out 
from the king^s presence merry and joyful of heart. 
'JVday he g oea lo his house pierced with incurabfe 
giief. For since Adam was upon the earth, " the 
triumphing ©f the wicked is shorty and the fqj of the 
hypocrite but for a moment V 

Ver. 1 S. — ^nd Haman told Zeresh his wife^ and alt 
lis friends^ epery thing that had hf alien him.'^^ 

m 

» Job. XX. 
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He would have acted as wisely, if he had left his 
sorrows concealed in his own bosom ; but this was im- 
practicable* They were too violent to be concealed. 
He probably expected some mitigation to his griefs 
from the kindness of his friends. But miserable com- 
forters were they all ! Their words were the piercings 
of a sword. 

Then said bis wise men tmd Zeresh his wife unto bim^ 
If M&rdecai be of the seed of the Jewsy before whom thou 
hast begun tofall^ thou shalt not pren>ail against him^ but 
shalt surely faU Before him. 

Who were these wise men ? Either sages whom 
Haman*patronised, and from whom he expected wise 
counsel when be required it, or diviners, who were 
believed to know more than men could know, without 
soKie communication with superior beings. Many of 
the heathens put much confidence in diviners, but we 
have learned better things ftom the word of God. By 
making it our counsellor at all times of perplexity, we 
shall find peace to our souls *. 

<( If M<»rdecai be of the seed of the Jews, before 
whom thou hast begun to fall, thou shalt not prevail 
iigainst him, but shalt surely falL"— -If Mordecai be 
of the seed of the Jews. Why do they lay so much 
stress upon the stock from which Mordecai sprung f 
If Mordecai had been a native Persian, or a Babylo- 
nian, or an Egyptian, would they not have prognostica- 
ted equal success to him against Haman ? No ; it plain- 
ly appears that the dispensations of divine providence 
in favour of the Jews were so far known to them, as 
to assure them that Providence watched over their in- 
terests in a xlianner peculiar to their nation. Althoug]^ 

♦ laa. viii. ip.ao, Psal, cxix.^^4. , 
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.most men are disposed to think that tibeir owo coUn««^ 
try is happy above others m the divine favour, and 
although the Persians at dib time seemed to have good 
reason to flatter themselves with a special interest in 
the favour of Heaven, yet these wise Persians plainly 
confessed, that the Jews scattered through the nations 
were the special objects of the divine care. The 
wonders done in Babylon were known to all the world, 
and could not fail to impress all considerate persons 
with high sentiments concerning the God of IsraeU 
Haman^s wise men might have read the sacred books 
of the Jews, in which they would find that their God 
had wrought as great wonders for them in times pas^, 
as in the period of the Babylonian captivity. They 
learned instruction from the works of GocL They 
saw that the same God who had preserved Daniel and 
his companions, watched over the safety and fortune 
of Mordecai; ahd they concluded that Haman, his 
irreconjcileable enemy> would fall under the weight of 
his vengeance. 

But it is strange that these wise men, and even- the 
wife of Haman, whatever they thought, expressed 
to him their mind so fully. If they did not chuse 
to flatter him, might they not at least have concealed 
their dismal conjectures, especially as he was led by 
their counsels to tluit public disgrace in which he had 
involved himself, by building a gallows for the man 
who was appointed to be the king's favourite ? for 
although it was built in the court of his own house, 
yet the news of its erection was soon to spread. It 
appears from the freedom they used with Haman, 
that they already considered him as a lost man, whom 
it was useless to flatter. They were his friends, as 

long 
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long as his friendship could profit them ; and now 
they seem to have cared little whether he accounted 
them his friends or his enemies. Their prophecy- 
must have been as Unpleasant as the howling of a dog^ 
or even a sentence of death to his ears. The rich 
hath many friends ; but when poverty is seen coming 
like an armed man, they vanish away like snow in the 
days of sunshine. 

We may, however, learn useful instruction from 
a prophecy, dictated by reflection on the works of the 
Lord. Blind heathens have been forced to see, that 
God takes care of his people \ that he often inter- 
posies wonderfully for their deliverance ; and that he 
leaves not his gracious works in their behalf uniinbh- 
ed. Why do not God's own people, in the day of 
their distress, call to remembrance his judgements for 
their consolation, and the support of their faith ? When 
he begins to deliver them, why do they indulge dis- 
trusting fears about the accomplishment of that work 
which he hath taken into his. own hand ? Why are 
they not thankful for the day of small thing?, as the 
beginning of months of joy ? After Jesus undertook 
to heal the daughter of Jairus, strong temptations 
met the mourning parent, when Jesus was on the road 
to complete his work, and fears began to overwhelm 
his soul. But what said Jesus ? << Fear not, only be« 
lieve." He believed, and received his daughter back 
from death. 
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DISCOURSE XL 

HAMAN'S FALL AND DEATH. 
Chap. vi. 14. — Chap. vii. 



Ver, 14? — And while they were yet talking with him, 
came the king^s chambei'lainf and hasted to bring Human 
unto the banquet that Esther had prepared^ 

When Haman, on the former day, left the queen's^ 
banquet, he went forth joyful and glad of heart. 
One reason of his joy was, that he was invited to i 
like banquet next day. *« Boast not thyself of to- 
morrow, for thou knowest not what a day may bring 
forth," Art thou invited to a banquet ? Thou knowest 
not whether thou shah partake of it,, or whether it 
will give thee any pleasure to partake of it. Haman 
was in no haste to this day's banquet. He waited 
till he was sent for, and would have gladly gone to 
a house of mourning, rather than the house of feast- 
ing, for his mind was ill fitted for the joys of a ban- 
quet. But he is not his own master. He must com- 
ply, as far as he can, with the will of the king. With 

a 

Dk^tized by Google 



hamam's FAtl. Ann x>bath. 161 

a heart full of grief he goes to a feast where he must 
eat the bread of sorrow, and drink his own tears. 

Cha?. vii. 1 . 2,— 5*0 the king ondHaman came to banquet 
vntb Esther the queen. And the king said again to Esther^ 
9H the second dajtj at the banquet of wine. What is thy 
petition^ queen Esther ? and it s bail be granted thee : and 
what is thy request P and it shall be performed^ even t6 
the half of the kingdom, 

Ham^m, honoured with the king's society at thf 
banquet of wine, might expect to be consoled for his 
late disappointment, by new expres^ns of the royal 
fayour. But soon did his hope, if any remained, prove 
like the giving up of the ghost. He was brought 10 
the banquet, not that he might enjoy the queen's 
smiles, but that he might hear an accusation against 
liimself, which touched his ]iie, and to which he couUl 
not answer. 

The king persisted in his kii^ sentiments towardf 
Esth^. For the third time he promises whatever 
her petition was, to grant it even to the half of the 
kingdom. Who would not have been emboldened 
by a promise so often given ? To have deferred the 
petition any longer, would have but argued an ungrate*- 
f ul distrust of the king's sincerity. Let us remember 
how much greater encouragment we have to present 
our requests to God, and what distrust we discover 
of his faithfulness, if we do not come before his 
throne of grace with boldness. No less than six times, 
in the compass of one sentence, does our Lord Jesus 
assure us that our prayers shall be heard *. 

Ver. 3. — Then Esther the queen answered^ and said^ 
If J have/ound/av6ur in thy sight, O king ! and if it^ 
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pkme the U»g^ lit my life be given at mjfpeiiti&rr, andmj 
people at my request. 

Esthety at kst, yentored to bring forth her request. 
The nature of the case pressed her. The king's soli* 
citations urged her. His kindness- and his promises 
encouraged her. Unnecessary delays are dangerous^ 
f specially in matters of great importance^ 

The request was for her life, and the life of her 
people. The king was no less^ surprised at this peti- 
tion, than Festus was at hearing the accusation of Ae 
Jews against Paul. It was certainly not for any strch 
thing as the kkig supposed. It never came into hi^ 
fiiiody thai lus beloved queen could have any occasions 
.to present a j>etition to bim for her Mfe. AMiougte 
by his own authority^ (but without his knowledge), a 
sentence of death had been pronounced against her, 
it must have astonished him to hear» that ^heand her 
people wtre doomed to d^triietion % smd it mu^ aito- 
nii^ the reader of thb history, that the king, five 
years after his marriage with the queen, should have 
passed a sentence of death upon her whole nationy 
without knowing iti Into such absurdities are princes 
led)| who are too indolent to look into their own af* 
fairs, and leave them to be managed without controul 
by favourites, who have Aeir own interests to serve, 
and their own passions* to gratify. 

Ver. 4u— ^Fi^ wt are sold% I and my people^ tor Be de* 
stroyedy tob&slain^ and to perish ; but if we bad been sold 
for bondsmen ofrd hond'-women^ I had held my tongue^ 
although the enemy could not countervail the king*s da» 
mage* 

The good queen enforces her petition with^ resist- 
less eloquence. « 1 and my people are sold to be de- 

stroyed,. 
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strof ed| to be slain» and to perish." These words are 
borrpwed from the king's edict against the Jews. The 
king must have been .greatly moved to hear that the 
queen was sold like a sheep to be slaughtered ; and 
not the queen herself only, but all her friends, and, 
what viras more, her whole nation. Hi& heart must 
have been a thousand times harder than flint, if he 
had not been moved at this representation of the dan- 
ger to which she and her people were exposed. If 
a humane prince will exert his power for the protec-^ 
tion of the meanest of his subjects exposed to unme- 
rited danger, what might not the great king of Per- 
sia be expected to do for the preservation of a beloved 
queeoy ind of all that were dear to her I 

It is plain that she was not putting her busbsmd to 
unnecessary trouble by her petition, which was extort- 
ed from her by the most pressing danger ^ snd she it»- 
fcmns htm, that if the danger hsid been less dreadful', 
^ would have been silent. If she and her people had 
;beeB sold like bond-men and bond-women, then she 
would have left it to time to convince the king that 
his own interest required his interpositidn, or she 
would have left their deliverance to be eflfected by the 
gradual operation of divine providence in their behalf. 
But the case wa$ very drfferent as matters stood.. 
The year was not to end before their utter destruc- 
tion, unless something was presently done for their 
!pTeservati<m ; and it was not to be expected that God 
would shew wonders to the dead, and make them to 
arise and praise him. The king could not bring them 
again from the dust of death, hoii^ever he might re- 
gret the loss of so many faithful subjects. 

But would it not have been the duty of Esther to^ 

r supplicat;^ 
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supplicate for their relkf, although they had ben 
doomed only to slavery ? Perhaps she nwght have to» 
it her duty to do it, if this had really been the ca^ 
But at present, her mind was so deeply posfieaaed 
with the awfulness of their dahger, that she tbcMigbty 
if their misery had been any thing else than what it 
was, she could have home it without ttouhKog die 
king with her complaint. Thus, a man nicked wkh 
the pains of a gravel, thinks, that if it had been onjy 
the gout, he could have borne it with patience ; or, 
if he finds his Hfe endangered by a s^re disease, he 
will tell the physician, that his anxiety is raised only 
by the dangetous symptoms, and that if these could 
be removed, he could easily endure the pains of his 
distemper. 

It is to be remembered, that what the qiftoen desi^- 
red from the king> however necessary and re a iii naifa ie» 
was difficult to be granted^ because the laws of the 
Medea and Persians could not be altered* It was 
therefore necessary to asaure the king, thai notfilng 
but bitter necessity could have taduced her to give 
him so mych trouble. Modest, petititmera are hea^ 
with fovonr, vrhen impujent beggars soe r^ul^ 
with scorn. 

The king^s interest was deeply concerned in thb 
request on other aeeounts. The safety of a prince 
consists in the multitude and happiness of his people. 
If the Jews had been sold for slaves, the eneosy could 
not have compensated the king's damage, although he 
had given twice ten thousand talents into the royal 
treasury. Far less could he have ccnnpensated the 
loss to be sustained by the king in the d^truction of 
po many thousands of useful and laborious subjects, 

Cf^c^ni scattered 
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scattered throughout every part of his empire. Di* 
vin^ Providence has so closely connected the interests 
of princes and people^ that the throne is established 
by righteousness and mercy, and subverted by unrigh- 
teousness. 

Ver* 5.a-*7Jj?«* the ting ^basuerus answered^ and 
gmd untis Esitef the futen^ Who is be ? and where is be 
tkat iktrit presume in bis heart t9 do so If 

What ! to compass the death of the queen, and^ 
as if that were too small a wickedness, the destruc- 
tion of aU her people also. Was a man so wicked 
to be found in any of the hundred and twenty-seven 
provinces of the king's dominions ? If there were 
such a daring criminal to be found, no death was too 
terrible for him. 

What, then, will out Lord do when he riseth up to 
fevfenge ^e wrongs dotie to himself in the persons of 
his brethren ; of those who are espoused to him in 
isgl^eousness, and in judgement, and in loving-kind-* 
ness, smd in mercies? Will he not account the 
wrongs done te them to have been done to himself i 
When he maketh inquisition for blood, woe to them 
that are stained with bloody crimes agaihst his people. 
The wrath of Ahastl^rus against the enemies of the 
Jevkrs, was a frUk of God's wrath against ihem. He 
fs^got not his promise to Abraham, « I will bless 
hiiti that blessed thee, and I wiU curse him that curs- 
eth thee/' 

«< What and where is he that durst do this thing ?" 
— ^What if Ahasuerus himself is the man, although 
it would have been unwise in the queen to tell him 
that he was. He was certainly, tliough unc<?nsci«us 
of it, a paitner in this wickedness ; and yet he wa 
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fined with horror at hearing that any person could 
dare to load himself with such guilt. Thus David 
was filled with anger against a man who was only 
the emblem of himself *. Consider what abhorrence 
you have of the sins of other men> and consider bow 
like your own sins are to theirs, and let your souls 
be humbled within you. Take care how you speak 
of the sins of other men, lest your tongues condemn 
yourselves. Tour sins are probably much lifer to 
theirs than you could imagine till you have well con-, 
sidered the matter. Perhaps they are a great deal 
worse, when every circumstance is considered. 

Ver. 6 »~^ And. Esther said, The adversary emd ene* 
my is this wicked Haman. Then Human was afraid ht" 
fort the king and the queen* 

Haman now finds for what reason he was invited 
by the queen to her banquet* It was, to be accused to 
his face of the blackest of crimes. He had an oppor- 
tunity' of saying what could be said (if any thing could 
be said) in his own vindication, or in mitigation of 
his offence. But if he had nothing to say, it was to 
be expected that the confusion of his face would be a 
witness against him. 

This was actually the case: << Then Haman was 
afraid befoi^ the king and the queen." He had too 
good reason to tremble for his life. The queen had 
brought a dreadful accusation against him, and his 
guilt was too apparent to be denied, or to be exte- 
nuated. And it was of a nature fitted to excite the 
king's fiercest indignation, and bitterest rage. 

In what light did Haman's pride and greatness 
now appear to him ? If he had possessed worlds, he 

would 
♦ « Sam. xii. 
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would chearfully have parted with them to have his 
former conduct buried in oblivion. In all our con- 
duct let us have an eye to that future day which will 
assuredly come, when our behaviour will appear to 
ourselves in its true light ; and to that day which may 
come before we quit the world, when it will be fol- 
lowed with its just consequences. How may things 
that are done would be left undone, i£, at the doing, 
men would realise in their own minds what will be 
realised one day by the divine providence ! 

There was a time when Ham an thought that life 
was not life, unless all men bowed the knee to him. 
But how happy would he now have been, if he could 
have obtained life upon any terms ! What did all his 
honours formerly avail him, whilst he saw the hated 
Mordecai at the king's gate ? But in his fear, he would 
gladly have bowed the knee to Mordecai as the price 
of life. 

Ver. 7. — And the king% arising fr^^ the banquet ^f 
wne in his wraths went into the palace^garden : and 
Human stood up to make request for his life to Esther 
the queen \ for he saw that there was evil determined 
against him by the king. 

The king was agitated by his indignation to a de- 
gree beyond what we can well conceive. The angry 
passions rage in the breasts of men, in proportion to 
the sense they have of their own dignity, of the in- 
sults they apprehend to be offered to them, and of 
the obligations violated by the offender. Ahasuerus 
was so great a king, that he would think the smallest 
offence against himself almost unpardonable ; but an 
attempt to destroy his beloved queen was the greatest 
of all crimes, next to an attempt upon his own Hfe. 

How 
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How unpardonable did this crime appear in one whom 
he ha4 bred, and trusted, and honoured above all 
his subjects ! No punishment which fcis power c6uld 
inflict, appeared to him equal to a crime so atrocious. 
And yet this was not the worst of the matter. Ha- 
man, by his artifice, had drawn his master into part- 
nership of his own crimes. It is probable that Aha- 
suerus now saw, that Haman's guilt was the decree 
obtained against the Jews, passed by the consent and 
authority of Ahasuerus himself. For how could Hac 
Aian, without such authority, destroy a whole nation 
of the king's subjects ? His Wtath must have burnt like 
a furnace, when he considered how he had been be- 
trayed into a decree so absurd, so wicked, so infa- 
mous, that might have proved so fatal to the wife of 
his bosom, and to all her kindred. 

Ahasuerus could not keep his seat. He could not 
bear the sight of Haman. He ran to the garden, not 
to give his wrath time to cool, but to give it time to 
devise proper means for executing ^11 the furiousnes^ 
of its rage upon a man whom he had devoted to de- 
struction. While Haman was already suflFering for 
his wickedness by the terrors that tormented his 
heart, Ahasuerus himself suflFered some part of what 
his rashness deserved, by the fiery indignation that 
raged in his bowels. How miserable is it to feel the 
torments which either of these passions inflict, when 
they obtain dominion over the soul I 

Haman wished still to live, though in disgrace, and 
made supplication for his life to a woman whom he 
had offended beyond hopes of forgiveness. Although it 
was her duty to forgive him so as to wish well to his 
soul, it was not her duty to desire his pardon from 

the 
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the king, after he had involved himself so deeply in 
the guilt of blood. Or, if she had interceded for his 
Jifc, it was not to be hoped that the king would spare 
the serpent that had almost stung the wife of his bo- 
som to death. The case was hopeless j but drown- 
ing men will grasp at straws or shadows, when they 
can find no better supports. 

Tbe wicked now bows before the righteous ; and 
Haman was not the first, nor will he be the last, of the 
enemies of God's people, that shall be made to bow 
before them, and to lick the dust of their feet *. 

Ver. 8. — Then tbe iirtg returned out of tbe palace^ 
garden^ into tbe ptare of tbe banquet of wine ^ and Haman 
was fallen upon tbe bed wbereon Estber was. Tben saU 
tbe iing. Will be force tbe queen also before me in tbe 
house ? As tbe word went out of tbe king'*s moutb, ibey 
covered Haman^s face. 

When men are enraged, neither their thoughts 
5i|[ree with facts, nor do their words agree with their 
dioughts. Haman could not weH be thought a worse 
man than he was, and yet the king was disposed to put 
a worse construction upon his conduct than it deserved. 
It is not, however, to be supposed, that the king real- 
ly thought he meant to force Esther before him in 
the house. Anger fe a short madness ; and the words 
of an angry man are like « the speeches of one that 
18 desperate, which are as wind.** If we desire^ there- 
fore, to behave uniformly like wise men and like Chris- 
tians, we must keep our mouths as with a bridle 
when our hearts are hot within us ; and we must 
keep our hearts with all diligence^ that our passions 
may not overpower our reason. 
H 
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It. is likewise necessary for us to beware of all irri- 
tating behaviour^ that we may not kindle up fierce 
])assions in the breasts of other men. If they should 
think, or speak, or act unreasonably, when we have 
Strongly tempted them to be angry, a share of the 
blame belongs to us 5 and if we condemn their fury, 
*we should condemn ourselves as sharers of the guilt* 
Surely the king could not imagine in good earnest 
that Haman meant to force the queen in his presence ; 
yet Haman, by snares laid for her life, gave the king 
too good reason to suspect him of every thing wicked. 

Tlie king's fury drove him from the palace to the 
garden, and from the garden to the palace. It had 
the entire government of his thoughts, of his temper, 
and of his actions. A petition from any of the king's 
servants, or from Esther herself, at this time, in favour 
of Haman, would rather have increased than abated 
his fury. But indeed Haman had no friends in the 
king's house to take his part. Some of the king's 
$^rvants covered his face, and others of them brought 
in new reports to his disadvantage. A proud man 
may be flattered, hut he cannot be loved. When he 
falls from prosperity into adversity, he begins to know 
Vi^hat sentiments are entertained concerning him. 

« Whilst he spoke these words, they covered Ra- 
man's face," which the king could not now behold 
without detestation. The fa„ces of the condemned 
used to be covered, and sentence of death had already 
been passed against tliis wicked man. What a miser- 
able change did a single hour produce ! How justly 
may the words of BiJdad concerning the wicked be 
applied to this wretched man ! « Yea, the light of 
the wicked shall be put out, and the spark of his 
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«^fire shall not shine. The light shall be dark in his 
tabernaclei and his candle shall be put out with him. 
The steps of his strength shall be straitened, and his 
own counsel shall cast him down. For he is cast into a 
net by his own feet, and he walketh upon a snare "^.^^ 

Ver. S.'-^And Harbonab, vne of the chamberlains^ 
said before the king^ Behold also the gallows^ fifty cubits 
bight which Haman had made for Mordecaiy who had 
spoten good for the king^ standeth.in the house of Hamaiu 
Then the king said% Htmg him thereon. 

New charges are produced against Haman, when 
it was seen that the king was no longer his friend. 
Had Haman taken care to gain the love of his infe- 
riors during the time of his greatness, he might have 
found some few, perhaps, that would have expressed 
their gratitude when he fell ; and not many would 
have assisted in pushing him lower. But his misery 
was, that he trusted in the multitude of his riches, 
and in the favour of the king. When the king was 
his enemy, all men were his enemies ; and he had 
given abundant occasion to complete his destruction. 
His own hands had made the cords with which he 
^as now girded and strangled* 

.. Harbonah told the king of the gallows that Haman 
had erected for Mordecai, fifty cubits high. Here was 
an instance of his intolerable presumption, that he had 
built this gallows without the king's previous know* 
ledge., But what was sure to inflame the king's re- 
venge beyond measure was, that the servant of the 
king, for whom the gallows was prepared, was the 
very man to whom the king owed his life when it was 
endangered by two wicked conspirators. It looked 
H 2 
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had been in a confederacy with these menj and wished 
to revenge their death. 

«< Then the king said. Hang him thereon."— -The 
king was impatient to have such a viper crushed^ and 
removed out of his sight. He had been considering 
with himself, perhaps, by what means he might chase 
him out of the world, so as best to expre^ his own' 
detestation of his conduct, and load him with ignd* 
fiuny. The words of Harbonah decided the bttsi« 
ness. What can be more ignombious for him than 
to be hanged on a gallows higher than most of the 
houses of the city, on a gallows constructed by hiftw 
self for one of the kmg*s friends, and on the vety 
day on which Hatifian hoped to have enjoyed the 
pleasure of seeing Mordecai hanging on it till he died \ 
— *' Hang him thereon." 

Ver. 10.«— 1^0 ihej^ bathed Iiama4 on the gnlhwi 
that be bad prepared far Mordecai. Tbem was ibe kin^^s 
wratb pacified. 

There is no law mote just, says an ancienit attthor^ 
than that the contrivers of destruction should perish 
by their own contrivances. Who pities Haman hanged 
on his own gallows ? Who does not rather rejoice lA 
the divine righteousness, displayed in that destruction 
which his own art brought upon him ? In his dismal 
end how fully verified are the words of David f « He 
(the Lord) ordainedi his arrows against the persecu^ 
tors. He hath made a pit, and digged it \ and he is 
fallen into the dit^h which he hath made : his mis*- 
chief shall return upon his own head, and his violent 
dealing shall come down upon his own pate. I will 
praise the Lord according to his righteousness *.'' 

Let 
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Let the workers of iniquity tremble» and tarn to 
the Lord| and seek pardon through the blood of Je- 
ens. Saul of Tarsus was a .persecutor^ who sought 
the utter destruction of the Israel of God ; and yet 
he obtained mercy, and the grace of our Lord was 
abundant to him. « But the Lord shall wound the 
head of the wicked, the hairy scalp of him that goeth 
ttiU on in his trespasses.'* 

Let not the children of Zion despair, when their 
enemies are successful, and no hope seems to be left 
them. God knows how to find expedients in despe- 
rate circumstances, and to turn the blackest darkness 
, into light. He knows how to bring upon the head of 
his enemies that destruction which they prepare for 
his own people, and to save them that love Iiim from 
the greatest deaths. 

The king's wrath was never pacified till Haman 
received the punishment which he so justly deserved* 
Then his mind enjoyed some ease when he heard 
that Haman was hanged oi\ his own gallows. But 
he soon found that much yet remained for him to do, 
to put away the mischief of Haman the Agagite. 
«< When the wicked perish, there is shouting ;** but 
their wickedness m^y outlive them, and cause much 
distress and toil when they are gone to receive their 
reward. 
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MORDECAI IS ADVANCED TO GREAT HO- 
NOURS. LIBERTY^ IS PROCURED FOR 
THE JEWS TO DEFEND THEMSELVES 
AGAINST THE INTENDED MASSACRE.— 
Chap. viii. 1. — 15. 



Ve»» 1. 2.— *0/i that da/ did tie king Ahatuerus give 
the house of Hamaff, tie Jew/ enemy ^ unto Esther tie 
gueen i and Merdecai came before the ting : for Esther 
had told what he was unto her. And the king took off his 
ring, which he had taken from Haman% and gave it unto 
Mordecai. And Esther set Mordecai over the house of 
Haman. 

Be not solicitous about treasuring up the riches of 
this world. . What you can gain is to-day yours j to* 
morrow you know not whose it shall be. Should it 
fall into the hands of your children after you, you 
know not whether they will be wise men or fools, 
whether they will be losers or gainers by the possession 
^ of it. But you know not whether it may not fall into 
the hands of your most abhorred enemies* Tht6 is 

n lOften 
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ofteii the'' fate of ill-gotten riches : " The weakh of 
the sinner is laid up for the just." With what vexa- 
tion would Haman hare thought of that wealth in 
which he gloried, if he had foreseen that it was to 
be possessed by a Jewess. Would he not rather have 
chosen to live a beggar all his days, than leave his 
wealth to persons whom he so mortally hated ? ^ 

The queen was enriched beyond her expectations 
and wishes. Yet the wealth bestowed upon her would 
enable her to perform impbrtant services to her be- 
loved nation. The donation of it by the king, to 
whom it was forfeited, was a testimony of his affec- 
tion, to which she still must have recourse, with new 
petitions for her people. Above all, this donation 
was a remarkable testimony of the kindness and jus- 
tice of the divine providence, which put into her hands 
that imrbense wealth of the €nemy of her nation, by 
which he would have bribed the king, if a bribe had 
been necessary, to procure their destruction. The 
Lord had already not only wrought deliverance for 
'her, but had given her an accession of riches out of 
the snares that had been laid for her kinsman ; and 
she was thereby encouraged to hope, that he would 
bring to a happy conclusion that great work that oc-» 
cupied her mind. 

Her kinsman, too, was highly advanced, both on 
her account and his own. The king had formerly 
caused his favour for Mordecai to be proclaimed 
through the city of Shushan : but now he loaded 
him with real and substantial honours, which wouM 
put him into a proper cgndition for protecting his na- 
tion, exposed to danger for his sake. 

It was now the fifth year since the ad<^ 

H4 
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ter cf Mordecai was seated upon an imperial throne,^ 
and hitherto it was not known that he stood in inf 
relation to the queen, or had shewed to her the kind- 
ness of a father. 

The king must surely at least have condemned his 
own thoughtlessness in inquiring so little after Esther'jS 
friends. He now discerned, thsii besides his unre- 
quited obligations. to Mordecai for saving his life, he 
owed to him likewise the graces and accomplishments 
of his queen, and almost her life ;, for he had been 
to her a second father, without whose^ kind care none 
knows what might have befalkn her in her tender 
years • 

It would be likewise a powerful recommeildation 
of Mordecai, ^at he bad hitherto lived quietly in z 
low station, without so much as mentioning his claims 
to preferment. It appeared plainly, that he was more 
carefiftl to deserve the king's favour than to enjoy it,, 
and that greatness had na charms but the opporti^ni- 
ties it might give him of doing good, or preventing 
evil. Those are fittest for high statkms that are best 
satisfied with any station in which Providence is plea- 
sed to put tl^m. 

, The king put Mordecai into Haman^s pla^e y and 
the queen, who now thought it highly expedient 
to inform the king of Mordecai's kindness and rela- 
tion to her, did likewise make him her steward. To 
her dying-day, she forgot not the kindness shewed ta 
her in the days of her youth* and behaved as th^ 
best of daughters to the best of fathers. 

Gratitude to benefactors is essential to a virtuous 
character. If you call a man ungrateful* you need 
say npthin§ more of him, you have already said every 

thing. 
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thing that Is bad ; nor will the highest elevation ex- 
cuse forgetfulness of benefits received in a lower con- 
dition. The blessed Jesus, exalted above men and 
angels, forgets none of the kindnesses shewn to him 
in the j^ej^ns of his brethren in a low condition 
upon earth j but what is done to the least of them 
is rewarded as if it had been done to himself. We 
need not envy those women who ministered to him 
or their substance in the days of his humiliation, 
the glorious rewards bestowed upon them in his state 
of exaltation* We still have it in our power to feed 
him when he is hungry, to give him drink when he 
is thirsty, to cloathe him when he is naked ; and he 
will not be unrighteous to forget our works and la- 
bours of love to his name. D^d Esther in her royal 
condition retain such a kind remembrance of the 
friends of her low estate, and shall we doubt of the 
infinitely superior virtues of him. who is the fairest 
among the children of men, to the operation of whose 
Spirit we owe every thing that is lovely in our temper 
and conduct ? 

Esther, on the throne, retained the kindness of her 
youth, not only to Mordecai, but to all her friends 
and all her people. 

Ver. 3 — jind Esther spake yet again hefon the iwgf 
and fell down at his feet y and besought him with tean% 
tQ put away the mischief of Haman the Agagite^ and his 
device that he had devised against the Jews. 

Esther now appeared to be in a very safe condition, 
and her friend Mordecai had little reason to be ap- 
prehensive for his life, when he w^s honoured to be 
the king's favourite ; but neither of ther 
themselves safe or happy till their brethrer 
H5 
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were placed in a like condition. They would have 
rather chosen, if it had been the will of God, to perish, 
if their people could obtain deliverance and enlarge- 
ment, than to live and see the misery threatened fall 
tipon them. Esther, therefore, again ventures to 
trouble the king with her requests. She falls down 
before him. She weeps and makes supplication with 
floods of tears for her people. Happy were they in 
such an intercessor. Her beauty, her tears, the 
strong emotions of her heart apparent in her gestures, 
the amiable virtues which shone forth in her generous 
concern for her poor friends, were sufficient to have 
melted the most marble- hearted prince in the world. 
The humane Ahasuerus could not stand out against 
such forcible and pleasing importunities. He was re- 
quested to do what might expose him to difficulties 
and dangers ; for the fundamental laws of Persia de- 
prived him of the power of abrogating his own laws. 
But what he could do he would doubtless perform, 
at such importunities of such a suppliant. 

Although Esther had wept and made supplication 
to God for her people, she did not reckon that she 
had done what was incumbent on her, without weep- 
ing and supplicating the king likewise, at the risk not 
only of displeasing him, but of her head. When she 
had by her supplications made some progress in the 
important busmess, she wept and supplicated the king 
a second* time, till she obtained all that could be ob«- 
tained for her people. It is not enough to begin a 
good work, but we ought to hold on till it be com»- 
pleted, although gr^at difficulties meet us in the face^ 
which it may appear almost impossible to surmount. 
"When we stop sliort before we have finished what 
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we were called to perform, may we not be con- 
founded by that question, « Ye did run well, who 
did hinder you ? Are ye so foolish, having begun in 
the Spirit, to end in the flesh ?" 

The queen solicits the king to undo the mischief 
of Haman. The king himself might, with too good 
reason, have been implicated with Haman. He was 
under obligations^ from strict justice, to put away 
the mischiefs which could not be done without his 
own consent. But the queen wisely overlooked this 
important consideration, and chose rather to address 
herself to the king's mercy than to his justice. " Grie- 
vous words stir up anger j soft words turn away (or 
prevent) wrath." It was indeed highly proper that 
the king should be sensible of his own part in the 
wrong done to the Jews 5 but his own conscience 
would not fail to- perform that office, and probably it 
operated the. more powerfully in him, that the Jews 
themselves kept silence.^ We feel most powerfully 
the injtiries that we have done, when those to whom 
they are done sliew little deposition to complain. 

Ver. 4 — Then the king held cut the golden sceptre /©- 
xcard Esther. — 

She would now vexiture with greater boldness than 
before to go in before the king, for she was assured 
of liis favour. When we know that we are beloved 
by superiors, we can go to them with boldness to zsi^, 
any reasonable favour •, yet so variable are the tempers 
of men„ that we may be sometimes deceived in our 
hopes- 
Esther was not, at this time, ashamed of her hope 
of the favour of Ahasuerus. God himself washer 
hope, and he inclined tlie king's heart to favour l^en: 

' " H 6 Digitized by GoOgk ^q 



180 MOR|)£CAi 16 APVikMC£D 

So Esther arose, and stood hefure the iingy Ver. 5.- 
And said ^ If it please the king^ and if 1 have found favour 
iu bit sight, and the thing seem right before the king, ami 
I be^leasing in bis eyes, let it be %urittm to reverse the 
letters ^emsed by Haman the son of Mammedatha the 
Agagite, vibicb he wrote to destroy the Jews, which are 
in all the iing*s provinces* 

Observe with what humility and Hiode$ty, y«l eat- 
ncst importunity, she presents her request to the king* , 
Esther waa well furnished with those amiable quali- 
ties which must endear a wife to her husband, and 
obtain from him every reasonable request. Pride and 
petulance can obtain nothing without reluctance on 
the part of him that grants. Humility and submis- 
sion are the weapons by which a wise woman will en- 
counter imposition in her husband, and the means by 
which she will obtain what can be obtained by any 
methods fit to be used by a wife. . 

If Esther had any interest in the king's favour, the 
great us^ ih« desires to make of it is for the preserva- 
tion of her people from the mischief devised by Ha.* 
juao. Patriotism and piety were shining ornaments 
of this princess. She desired not great things for 
herself. She was well satisfied with her own condi- 
ticm^if she could but see peace on Israel ; for Jerusa- 
lem was near to her hearty and the welfare of the 
people of God was dearer to her than either grandeur 
or life. 

VfiR. 6. — For bout can I endure to see the foil that 
shall come unto my people / or how can I endure to see 
-the destruction of my kindred / 

Esther v/as now the queen of Persia, but still the 
people of Israel were her people and her kindreds 
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Let a true fearer of God be placed ever so comfort- 
ably among the sons of men, still it will be bis leading 
desire to see the good of God*s chosen, « to rejoice 
with their joy, and to glory with God's inheritance.** 

The king had se<?ured Esther's life, but she lets 
him know, that the destruction of the great enemy 
of her people, and her security under the king's pro- 
tection, would be of small avail to her, if her kindred 
must perish* Her life was bound up in their life. 
If her heart was broken and crushed by their ruin, 
what good could lier life do her, or what pleasure 
could the king have any more in beholding her when 
she was drowned in perpetual sorrows ? 

There was a consideration that endeared the people 
of Israel to the queen, still more than their relation to 
herself. They were the people of the Lord of hosts, 
the God of Israel. Esther did not think (it to men- 
tion this motive of her tender regard to the people, 
when she was presenting her supplications to the king, 
because he could not have felt the force of it. Thus 
Nehemiahf in his supplication to the king for Jeru- 
salem, does not speak of it as the centre of the Jewish 
religion, as the city of the God of Israel, but as the 
place of his fathers' sepulchres. The king could easily 
understand the interest that his cup-bearer must take 
in the place of his fathers' sepulchres i but he knew 
nothing of that delight which good men take in the 
habitation of God's house, in the place where his 
honour dwelleth. 

Vbr. l.-^Tben the king Abasuerus said unto Esther 
the qufen^ and to Mordecai the Jew^ Behold^ I have 
given Esther the house of Hamany and 
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hanged upon the gallows^ because be laid his hand upwi 
the Jews* 

The king could not grant to Esther erery thing that 
she requested. But he assures her^ that it was not 
for want of good will, either to herself or to her 
people, that he did not in direct terms reverse the 
decree procured by Haman. His love to Esther ap- 
peared in the rich present of the confiscated estate of 
Haman. His good wishes to her people appeared in 
the ignominious death of their capital enemy. But 
kings tannot do every thing. The most noble and 
potent prince in the world had not the power of re^ 
scinding his own decrees, however desirous he might 
be of undoing foolish things done by himself. 

Ver. 8. — Write ye also for the Jews^ as it likethyou^ 
in the king*s name^ a/id seal it with the iing^s ring : for 
the writing which is uritten in the Jking^s name, and 
sealed with the king's ring^ may no man reverse^ 

The king himself could not reverse it \ and there- 
fore we find that Darius the Mede laboured in vaia 
till the going down of the sun, to- ^ave Daniel from 
the lions^ den, and passed a miserable sleepless night in 
the ang>iish of a fruitless repentance, for pass'mg a mis- 
chievous law, which he could not abolish. The Per- 
sians thought their kings highly honoured in that law 
by which their decrees were made inviobble. But 
this honour, like some others enjoyed by absolute 
•princes, was a burden too heavy to be borne by mortals* 
It precluded them from the comforts of repentance, 
too often necessary for vain men, who, though they 
would be wise, are born like the wild ass's colt. 

The king, therefore, could not give Esther, and 
Mordecai a warrant to pass an act rescissory of his 

^ own 
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own decrees against the Jews. But he allows them 
to frame a decree in his name, and to seal it with 
his ring, for counteracting its eflFects. As the first 
decree retained its force, the king could not legally 
punish those wicked enemies of the Jews, who might 
take the advantage of it to gratify their malice. Their 
murders were already legalized by a decree that could 
not be altered. But a law for the protection^ of th^ 
Jews, which did not rescind the former, might pos- 
sibly be devised by the wisdom of Mordecai ^ and to 
establish such a law, the king gave him his ring. He 
had been too ready on the former occasion to lend his 
authority ; but now he conamits it to a safe hand, 
and under necessary restrictions. He gave his ring 
to Haman, to seal a bloody decree ; he now gives it 
to Mordecai, to seal a just and necessary decree for 
the preservation of many precious lives. The invio- 
lability of the king's decrees, which gave him so much 
trouble by guarding the wicked laws procured by Ha- 
man, would guard the intended decree from violation. 
Ver. 9. 10. 11.— *rZ>^» wen the king*s scribes called 
.at that time, in the third months (that is^ the month 
Sivan}^ on the three and twentieth day thereof ; and it 
was written (according to all that Mordecai commanded) 
unto the Jews, and to the lieutenants^ and to the deputies 
and rulers of the provinces^ which are from Imtia unto 
Ethiopia, an hundred twenty and seven provinces, unto 
every province according to the writistgjhereof and unto 
every people after their language, and to theJews accord* 
ing to their writing, and according to their language. 
Mnd he wrote in the king Abasuerus^s name% and sealed 
it with the king'^s ring^ and sent letters by posts on horse^ 
iaci, and riders on mules, ccimels, and young dromeda* 
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rtes : JVherein the ting granted the Jews which were vt 
every city^ to gather themselves together^ and to stand Jcr 
their Ufcf to destroy f to slay^ and to cause to perish^ ail 
the f&wer of the people and province that would assault 
them, both little ones and women, and to taie the spoil of 
them for a prey. 

Ghd would Mordecai and Esther liave been, could 
they have written to all the provinces letters in the 
king's name, recalling the permission given to the ene« 
niies of the Jews to destroy them. But this the 
laws of Persia would not permit. What, therefore, 
must be done to save the devoted nation ? They are 
permitted by a new decree to defend themselves, and 
to destroy their enemies. This, it might be hoped, 
would have much the same effect as a decree repeaU 
ing the bloody decree passed against the Jews. When 
it was known that the queen and the prime minister 
were Jews> and that the king favoured their causey 
it might have been presumed that few would be bold 
enough to attack them^ which would be, by the new 
edict, to rush upon their own destruction, and to ex-> 
pose the lives of their wives and children^ as well as 
their own. Some, indeed, might entertain such deep- 
rooted malice against the Jews, as to take advantage 
of the former edict ; but the fault was their own, the 
risk was chiefly their own \ nor could any thing be 
done by Mordecai or Esther to prevent the mischief. 
It was to be attributed, not to them, but, in the first 
place, to the king's former rashness in gratifying the 
bloody enemy of the Jews ; and, in the second place, 
to that fundamentals but absurd law of the empire, that 
the king's edicts, whether good or bad, could not be 
repealed- If men will presume to claim the prejroga^ 
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live of immutability in tkar couiisel9> Ut them tal&& 
the ponsequeces. Men aye never more foolish than 
when they afect the perfection of wisdom. 

We regret that pem^ssion was given in this edict 
. to the Jews to dlestroy the wives and chiWren of their 
enemies, that might rise up against them. But the 
manners of ancient times are to have some allow- 
ance made for them- lesus, the Hght olF the worlds 
had not yet humanized the nations by the light of hi* 
gospel. Besides^ it was natural to think, that this 
permission to the Jews would be a means of prevent- 
ing the effusion of blood, because many who will risk 
their own lives i will neither risk the lives of their 
wives, nor of their children, to gratify their passions. 
Retaliations in war ^metimes involve the destruction 
of innocent persons, and yet are thought necessary to 
prevent greater mischief. But we are not bound Ua 
justify all that may be done by good n^en, or py&ry 
circumstance of good actions, Mordecai and Esther 
might err, but their errors were not voluntary. It 
Was their de#ire to. preyent, and not to promote, the 
shedding of innocent blood. 

The decree which they framed was^seut to every 
nation of the empire in its own language. All wise 
lawgivers will address their subjects in a language 
they understand. God himself wrote the great things 
of his ancient law in the language of his chosen people, 
and the laws and doctrines of Christianity were com- 
municated to the wprU in the language then most 
generally understood. It is better to speak five words 
in a known tongue, than ten thousand in an unknown 
language. Mor^ecai would have shewn little r^^;;^ ^ 
to the life and comfort of his brethren, if iW?d m)^ 
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caused the decree to be translated into the languages 
of the difierent provinces. Those preachers of* the 
gospel discover.as little regard to the eternal life of 
their hearers, who do not use great plainness of speech, 
in shewing unto them the way of salvation. Obscu- 
rity in our own language is not much less prejudicial 
than the use of an unknown tongue. 

The decree was no sooner passed, and translated 
into the different languages, than copies of it were 
sent through every 'part of the empire, and the swift- 
est methods of conveyance were used. Mordecai 
and Esther had sufBcient time to give seasonable in- 
timation of the new decree -to the Jews and to their 
enemies. Yet, considering the distance of some pro- 
vinces, the possibility of untoward accidents, and the 
advantage of early information, they had no time to 
*k)se* Why should that be deferred till another day, 
which may ke better and more safely done at present ? 
How many have lost the season of good works, or the 
benefits expected from them, by deferring them ! 
How many by delays have lost their precious souls * ! 
But in the present case, the greatest possible expedi- 
tion was likewise requisite for the comfort of the 
trembling Jews. Let us not leave those persons under 
' the power of despondency a single hour, whom we 
may cheer by happy tidings, or by other effectual 
methods of consol^on. If happiness is preferred by 
ourselves to mis^, we do not to others what we wish 
them to do to us, if we suffer them to languish under 
heaviness of heart, when we may, by a good word, 
make them glad. 

Ver. 12. — JJpon one day^ in all the proviticts of kimt 

jihasutruij 
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Jt^asttemSf namely ^ upon the tbirUentb day of the twelfth 
month t which is the month Adar. 

The day was fixed by Haman, but the disposing of 
the lot by which he fixed that day was evidently of 
the Lord. The lateness of the time gave sufficient 
opportunities for spreading the new edict, by which 
the day intended for the destruction of the Jews be- 
came a day of destruction to their enemies. 

Ver. 17.— rZ*^ copy of the writings for a command^ 
ment to he given in every province^ was published unto all 
people f and that the Jews should be ready against that 
day^ to avenge themselves on their enemies* 

It was published to all people, that all the king's 
subjects might know the real wishes of the king, and 
.might take their side accordingly, ^s they valued his 
favour. The knowledge of the decree might make 
many friends to that nation, and doubtless a€righted 
many of their enemies, « Where the word of a king 
is, there is power \ for all men seek the favour of the 
ruler*'* 

It was published unto all people, chiefly as an 

alarm^ to the Jews, that they might prepare themselves 

to resist their enemies, if any enemies made their ap* 

pearance. They were not so entirely to depend on 

the favour of their sovereign, as to be unprepared for 

. the contest He had bound up his own hands from 

. assisting them, or revenging their wrongs* All that 

he could do for them was to give them the liberty of 

self-d(efence, and to afford them his countenance. 

They must stand up for their own lives, and for the 

lives of their little ones, if they were attacked. It is 

tahe f xpected, that those who are not cmly forewarned 

of danger, but instructed in the proper means for 

* r guarding: 
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guantu^ figamst k, and encouraged ynik the pn>tpe^ 
of success in the use of them, will be ready for the 
day of dedssoo. Dp not they well deserve to perish^ 
vrho are careless about their own safety ? Who will 
bemoan those who may be safe m the day <^ evil» 
asd despise the things that belong to their peace, tiU 
they be hid from their eyes ? 

Ver, l*.-*^© the posts that rods upon mules md ca» 
mth went outf beitig hastened and pressed on by the king's 
commandment. Jind the decree was given at Shnshatt 
ibe petlace. 

« The posts were hastened by the king's command- 
ment "-^He was now made sensible of the great wrong 
he had done to the Jews, and made all possible haste 
to undO) as far as he coiild undo, what he had done- 
Are you sensible you have done wrong ? Make haste^ 
and delay not to repair the wrong, if it is in your 
power. How can you say that you repent of ^e 
«ril that you hare done, if you hold it fast ? The 
light of nature teaches men, that they oughY, witfi 
the first opportunity, to put away the evil of their 
doings^ and to redress the injuries done by ^ir 
hands, or their tongues, or their pens. As soon as 
Jesus brought salvation to the house of Zaccbeus, he 
said, «« Lord, if I have wronged any man by false 
accusation, I restore him four^fold.'' is it your in- 
tention, in some future part of your Kfe, to com- 
pensate the wrongs you hare done in the former part 
of it ? But are you sure that you shall see anodier 
week, or eren another day I Bo^st not thyself of to- 
morrow, Unless a prophet of as much credit as IsaisJi 
has brought a message from God,, that sopae more 
years of life are allotted you* 

Digitized by Google ** Attd 



TO GREAT HOKOURS. 189 

** And the decree was given in Shushan the palace/' 
Little good was now expected by the people of God 
to come from Shushan the palace. From ShuShan 
came the edict for their destruction. But God can 
make good to spring up to his people where it was 
least expected. In the very place where it was said, 
« Ye are not my people," has it been said, << Ye are 
the children of the living God.** The valley of Achor 
is frtade by divine wisdom and grace a door of hope. 
The best of all things in the world came out of Ga* 
< lilee and Nazareth. 



DIS. 




DISCOURSE XIII- 



MORDECArS GREATNESS, WITH THE 
HAPPY CHANGE IN THE CONDITION 

OF THE JEWS.— Chap. viii. 15.— 17 

Chap. ix. 1.— 6. 



Ver. 15. — And Mordecai went out from the presence 
of the kingi in royal apparel of blue and wbite^ and with 
a great crown of gold^ and with a garment of fine linen 
and purple : and the city of Sbushan rejoiced^ and was 
glad* 

IVloRDECAi, not long before this timei was clothed 
with sackcloth, and refused, at the request of the 
queen, to put it off. But now he is clothed with 
royal apparel, and his head is encircled with a crown 
of gold. What happy changes has God often made ' 
in the outward condition of his people! Let us 
never say in our prosperity, that " we shall never be 
moved." Let us never say in the day of adversity, 
that « our eyes shall never more see good ;" or, what* 
ever our outward condition may be, let us not despair 
of obtaining those changes in our inward condition, 

^ J which 
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which tlie Redeemer, whom we are called to trust, 
hath accomplished in innumerable instances. The 
Lord anointed him " to comfort all that mourn, to give 
unto them the oil of joy for mourning, the garments 
of' praise for the spirit of heaviness." 

Mordecai was now adorned with the ensigns of that 
high station to which the king advanced him. Per- 
haps some may ask, whether Mordecai's happiness 
was increased hy his elevation, or not ? It certainly 
was. The greater part of men are fitted to enjoy 
more happiness in a middling, than in a high condi*. 
tion. But when men are furnished with talents and 
opportunities for public usefulness, and when their 
pleasure lies more in doing good to others, than in 
tlie enjoyment of ease and social delights, a station 
that enables them to gratify their wishes, and to exert 
their power for the public welfare, must afford them 
more exquisite and sublime pleasure than they w6uld 
have enjoyed in domestic felicity, or in the endear- 
ments of friendship. Joseph was happier in the go- 
vernment of Egypt, which fitted him to be the shep- 
herd and stone of Israel, than in the tents of his fa- 
ther Jacob, although he was his father's delight. Da- 
nid found much more trouble on a throne than ever 
befel him when he was following the ewes with 
y^ouo^ •, but he was happier on the throne, because 
his elevation enabled him to do greater services for 
God and for Israel. . Mordecai was raised on high by 
Divine Providence to be a saviour to Israel, and en- 
joyed the sublime pleasure of knowing that millions 
blessed God on his. account. 

Let us not, however, _ envy the great. Mult 
of them might have bein far happier, if 
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moved in a lower sphere. We are not all Davids or 
Mordecais. Agur was a very good man, and yet he 
. prayed that God might give him neither poverty nor 
riches. Think not that you are better fitted than 
Agur to resist the temptations attendant on riches* 
Christ tells US| that it is as easy for a camel to pass 
through the eye of a needlej as for a rich man to ea« 
ter into the kingdom of heaven. But nothing is im- 
possible with God ; and Mordecai, amidst all hift 
wealth and power, hastened towards the possession of 
that kingdom which cannot be moved. 

The city of Shushan rejoiced and was glad for the 
fall of Haman, and the exaltation of Mordecai 
« When the righteous are in authority, the people 
rejoice ; and when the wicked perish, there is shout- 
ing.'' Mordecai was an exile, and a worshipper of 
the God of Israel ; yet the people of Shushan, who 
now knew his virtues, rejoiced that he was put into 
the place of Haman, who undoubtedly was an oppre$* 
sor to other subjects of the king besides the Jews, - 
The perplexity into which the city was thrown by the 
trruel decree against the Jews, prepared it for rejoicing 
in the exaltation of a man who employed his power 
for their protection^ Bloody men are abhorred by 
their fellow-creatures, and virtue recommends itself 
to the admiration of those whose practice is not in all 
things conformable to its rules. An Herod venerated 
John Baptist. 

Ver. 16. I?*— r^^ Jews had light and gladness, and 
joy, and honour. And in every province, and in every ■ 
£ttyy "whithersoever the king^s commandment and his decree 
came, the Jiws bad joy and gladness, a /east and a good 

day : 
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day ; and many of the people of the land became Jews ; 
for the fear of the Jews fell upon them^ 

Many expressions are used to signify the Joy ani 
exultation of the Jews on {his occasion; and no ex- 
pressions are sufficient to describe those transports of 
gladness which they niust have felt when the king's 
commandment and decree came abroad. According 
to the days wherein they had sorrow, and wherein 
they had seen evil, they were made glad. Let us ne* 
ver sink under the weight of affliction, if the Lord is 
our God. Who had ever more reason than the Jews, 
in the interval between the two edicts, to say, << The 
Lord hath led us, and brought us into darkness, an<! 
not into light ?*' The Babylonian captivity was a less 
hojpeless calamity than the situation to vi^hicH they 
were reduced by a general sentence of deatli. But 
the Lord brought them again oiit of darkness and tlie 
shadow of death, and Invoke their bands asunder. 
N6w mi^t they sing with pleasure these <telightfui 
words of David, <*Th6u wilt safve the afificted people^ 
but wilt bring down high looks; for thou wilt light 
my candle. Th« Lord my God will enlighten my 
darkness.** 

«« No affliction for the present is joyous, but grie- 
vous ;'* yet afflictions have' often terminated in joys 
rievet iAi by those who tiever had changes. Men 
Mvtr feel the joys of health that were never sick; ant! 
those whose souls have been failing within them, 
through trouble, oppressidn, and fear, know best the 
pleasure of ease and safety. It will be a great en* 
liaiicemeot of the blessedness of heaven to redeemed 
sdnts, that they were once in a state of sin 
tow. "VWieii we are in trouble, let us coij 

Jl Digitized by VjC 




19^ VORDECAl's GREATKBSS. 

^hat means joy maj be brought out of it» that we 
may learn to rejoice in hope. Through the grace of 
(jod, thorns may be made to bear grapes, and thistles 
figs, for he is « wonderful in coun$el, and excellent 
in working.'* 

There is one thing that deserves observation in this 
joy of the Jews, that it was occasioned, not by a full 
security given them for their safety, but by that liber- 
ty which was given them to defend themselves from 
their enemies. They had still reason to dread an at- 
tack, but they had reason, too, to hope for victory* 
We would never taste joy in the things of this world, 
if we could not take pleasure but in prospects al- 
together unclouded. Who can say that he shall never 
more meet with dangers, or taste sorrows ? We may 
t>e assured, on solid grounds, that all things shall work 
together for our good, and that heaven shaU be our 
final portion 9 but wjhat unpleasant things, in the pre« 
sent life, may appear to divijie wisdom a proper prepa- 
ration for our final happiness, we cannot tell. This we 
know, that when our prospects are in some degree 
pleasant, we ought to be thankful, and especially 
when the dark prospects are brightened, although the 
events in question cannot be certain. Some of the 
lews might lose their lives,, yet God had wonderfully 
interposed for their safety ; and they had good reason 
to praise God for what was done, and to trust him 
for what was yet to be done* 

They had << a feast and a good day," wherever the 
king's decree c^me. *' A feast is made for laughter.** 
Feasts, on proper occasions, are not unbecominig the 
people of God. Jesus himself did not refuse his pre- 
jsence tp feasts. Poubtless^ on this feast and good 
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day the hearts of the Jews were enlarged, not only 
with joy, but with kind affections towards dieir bre- 
thren, " partakers with them of the benefit," and with 
gratitude to the God of their salvation. Whilst they 
congratulated one another, and praised the exertions 
of Mordecai and Esther, they did not forget to praise 
the Lord, who had turned the heart of the king of 
Persia to favour them *, and who had turned a gra* 
cious ear to the voice of tlieir prayers and their sup- 
plications. These are pure and lasting joys which 
terminate in God, the Father of ligl^, from whom 
every good and perfect gift comes. 

The Jews had honour, as well as light and joy. 
The Babylonian captivity, and their dispersion among 
the nations, brought them into contempt : <« They 
were made a reproach unto their neighbours, and a 
by-word among the people.'* But God's signal inter- 
position in their behalf filled beholders with wonder 
and respect. They appeared to be the favourites of 
the God of heaven. " They said anK)ng the heathen. 
The Lord hath done great things for them." God 
hath promised to wipe away the reproach of his people, 
and get them fame and glory, when he rises up to 
plead their, cause. Let us never fear the reproach of 
men, nor be afraid of i^eir revilings. Our honour, 
as well as our life Vl4 property, is in the hand of 
God ; and those who ai^- precious in his sight will 
sooner or later be I^nourable in the eyes of men. 

«^ And many of- thd people of the land became 

Jews ; for the fear of the Jews fell on them." It is 

not impossible for those who are not sprung from A- 

braham to become Jews. <« They are not all Israel that 

12 are 
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lure of Israel ^^' and those may be << laraelkes indeed" 
who are sprung from Japhet or itom Canaan. 

<< Hi^ a nattOQ changed their gods, which are yet 
no gods ^** says }ec»niah. Under the Otd*Testaim»i|: 
4ispmsati0n5 the nations were steady to dieir fa!se re- 
ligtoas. No nation clanged their god9« which yet 
inrere no gods^ (if you excqit th^ Edomites, who were 
Mbdued bf Hyrcanos, and adopted the Jewi^ reli- 
gton ; but these Edomites were only a part of the na- 
tion diat had taken up their residence in the land of 
Jttdea). It wa» resenred for the glory of the New- 
Testament dispensation, that nations under it should 
be bora in one day to God ^ yet, in the days of old, 
many individuals became Jews after their return from 
tiie Babylonian capti^f, especially at those seasons 
when God shewed forth his glory, in doing marvdloo^ 
works for bis people. 

«« The Lord is known by his judgements." He wa$ 
made kno«^n to many of the heathen throughout the 
Persian empire at this happy time, when the kir^ A- 
hasuerusV heart was so unetpectediy turned to favour * 
God^s ^eoplew They saw Aat the God of heareti 
was the God of Israel, and that work^ were done by 
him, which no other god could do. The fear ol" 
the Jews fell upon them, for they saw that the great- 
est man next to the king in the whole empire wa:s 
broken and crushed in his contest with them*. 

If the observation of single acts of the divine pro- 
cedure had sudi happy effects m the conversion of the 
Gemiles, what effect ought the consideration of all 
God^ works of wonder t& have upon our hearts ? 
The station of die Jews, in- the days of Ahasuerus, 
is one of the manifold salvaiaons which God wrought 
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for hit peopk in ancient days. But wl^t sure all die 
temporal salyations wrought for ancient Israel^ to th^ 
great salvation wrought for Jews and Gtntiles by our 
Lord Jesus Christ ( and how wonderful are the salva- 
tions tl^t have been wrought in diflS^rent ages for the 
church I << Among the gods there is none like unto 
thee, O Lord ; neither are there »iy works like thy 
works. All nations wlK>m thou hast made shall come 
and worship before thee, O Lord, and shall glorify 
thy^na^e. For thou art great, and dost wonderful 
things ; thou art God alone.** 

Who could have believed that the contrivaiK:es of 
Haman for the destruction of the Jews wouiii have 
terminated in the increase of their nation ? The lovers 
of the name of the God of Israel would tremble at 
Haman's devices^ lest the name of Israel ^ould be 
put out, and the wo^rslup of the God of Israel should 
be extirpated from Ae earth. But the revoliitl(m oS 
a^ few weeks convinced them that their God was the 
same God that he had ever been ; axrd that wherein 
his enemies dealt proudly, he was still jd)ove them* 
Peath and destruction are in the hand of the Lord, 
and be can make them instrumental for the life, and 
foti)ringtng about the safety, of his pec^le. « Before 
him darkness becomes li^t, and ^rrow is tun^ into 
joy. He taketh the wise in their own craftiness^ and 
carrieth the devices of the froward headlong. So the 
poor have hope, and iniquity stoppeth her mouth/' 

Chap. ix. Ver. l.-^AW in tbt tmlfth month {that 
u^ the m^ntb Ad&r)f on the thirteenth day ef the same^ 
^hen the iin^s commandment and Ms decrte drew near 
tp he put in e^eention, in the da/ that the gnemL 
Jeii^s hfifed to have power ov^r them^ (tho 
13 ^ 




19$ THE JEWS DEFEND THEMSELVES 

turn to tie contrary , that the Jews tad rule over tiem' 
that hated them), 

" The hop« of the righteous U gbdoess, but the 
expectation of ^e wicked shall perish/' Of the truth 
of this maxim of wisdom, we have a remarkable in- 
stance in the events of the month Adar, when thd 
decree of king Ahasuerus was put in execution. The 
enemies of the Jews had looked forward to that day 
with great ple^lsure. h was to be the day on which 
t)it name of Israel was to be abolished, and the wor* 
ship of their God utterly extinguished. But, by the 
good providence of God, it was a day in which the 
bitter enemies of the Jews were destroyed, and thfeir 
nation blessed with a testimony of the favoi^r and' 
power of their God, which made his name known 
through all the hundred twenty and seven province^ of* 
the Persian empire. << The God of their mercy pre-1 
vented them;" and at the time when their enemies had 
lu>ped to gain a complete victory, they were subdued 
and destroyed. Little do the enemies of Zion know 
the intention of tte God of Zion, when he covers her 
with a cloud, and gives scope to their malice. Their 
conjectures appear to be built on solid grounds, when 
they predict the downfall of Zion } but the wisest 
conjectures of men must give place to the most im- 
probable predictions of the word of God, which as* 
sure us that the enemies of Zion shall be covered with 
confusion, and that God himself will establish her.. 
The times have been, when many nations were ga- 
thered against her, tliat said, «< Let her be defiled, and 
let our eyes look upon Zion*" « But they knew not 
the thoughts of the Lord, neither understood they his 
counsel; for he gathered them ;^s sheaves into ihe 
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floor, atid made the horns of the daughter of Zion 
iron, and her hoofs brass, that she miglit arise and 
thresh, and beat in pieces many people, and consecrate 
then- gain unto the Lord, and their substance unto 
the Lord of the whole earth.** Wait patiently for 
God in the day of ctouds and thick darkness. He 
often mates the day daric with nfght, when at die 
etening-time it shall be fight. 

Ver. 2.^-^Tbe Jewr gathered themselves together in 
their cities^ throughout aO the provinces of the iing Aha-^ 
suerus^ to lay hand on such as sought their hurt: and no 
man could withstand them i for the fear of them fell upon 
all people. 

<« Thou shalt not kill.** This commandment, irt 
some cases, binds us to kill. It requires us to use 
aH lawful' endeaTours to preserve our own life ; and 
in preserving our own Ihres, we may be* reduced to 
the unpleasant necessity of taking away the lives of 
other meir. The Jews were compelled*, on the thir- 
teenth day of tile mondi Adar, to take arms into 
their hands, to destroy all that might rise up against 
them ; and they acted wisely in uniting themselves 
in large bodies to resist the power of their enemies. 
Had they stood single in arms, they might all have 
been destroyed with ease. But their combination in 
the various cities of the king's dominions made them 
terriHe and irresistible. Let us learn from their ex- 
ample to stand fast m* one spirit, and with one mind, 
striving together against the enemies of our souls, who 
endeavour to rob us of our faith, more precious than 
our lives. The church is terrible, like an armvjvith 
Banners, when her rulers and members are c^^ 
tmder the Captain of salvation, to oppose 1 
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No fnap cpuld i)0^ with^t3ii4 th^ Jeyr^ fpr the 
fpar 9f thqn fell upoo all p^ple. Tbf j had th^ 
king, th^ queen, the prime (nifiistcr iijMm their si4Pi 
?^4> vh^t yf^ still more, they h^ ^hp pirpvidetici? of 
CfQ4 qppn their side. « He caused judg<ipeiit. to he 
heard from heaven/- a; audibly as if ^n apg^ h^ pjr^-^ 
^Uimed hi9 favour to the Jew^, ;;mm1 his indignjKiqn 
against their enemies. The vonderful works of Pro* 
yid^nce h^ve of( struck terror into the hardiest ene- 
mies of Zipn *• * , 

Ve|t. ^^.Tr-jiad fiU the rulers of the proiviuces, at^d tie 
lieutemmUf wid t^e d^putUs, and officers ^ the kU^t 
helped the Jews ; because the fear of MordecaiftU upeim 
^beffu 

Th^e vrei^ two decrees in e^i^l force, which might 
haye give^ tb^nx s^ falf pref enpe for Peking th^ part of 
$he Imu Ptqi th(^ ^oemie^i f4 tbejple»(e4 \ bi^ 1% 
wat ph^A ^ the Mng'f hjQ^ v^ fowards the 
Iwff ^d w*^ *f they eq^pe9tp4 swij favour fr»8r^ 
bitq^ it vas. oef en^ to seci^re t^e gpod-w^l pf Mqir^ 
4f 9^ They chciCie that ^4e in the coi^te^ whi<^ the» 
ow« ioteuest p^resqribed. What a pity is \% that ^ 
princes d<:^ not faypur th? <;ause pf religion 1 If th^ 
did, ipquity would he compelle4 tp stpp }^ xop^xki 
and^hojse men who do n^t V4l\|e religiqn wouU tr^ 
i^ at lei^t >f^h respeo^ 

Ver, 4..r-JV Mor4^cqi npas grm in.the king's bo^te^ 
and hisfjo^fst y^t^ out ibro9gioi^t ^ the provipces : fof 
thit m^ Jl^w4fm vi^i^d greater ofii greater. 

t)e W3IS fampus for his idrt^e and wisdom* as welf 
as fpK the honourf to whici^ the king had a4if^H:e4 
hixQf ^e griped more a»d n^9re xofffecl; the bf ttef 
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he was knowHi and all the respect entertained for 
him by the king, or by his subjects^ contributed to 
die sftccess of the Jews in the day when thar fate 
was to-be decided.* It was this that made Mordecai's 
fame and greatness a pleasnre to himself^ and the 
cattse of thank^iving from him mito God. He had 
been fcmnerly as a humble shrub in the valley, and 
then his obscurity was so little disagreeable to him, 
thkt he never called to the king^i mind the great set* 
vices he haki done for him in saving his life, nor 
would suffer the queen ta make any mention of his 
relation and kindness to her, although, by the bare 
menttoh of these, the king would have been induced 
to place him in a much higher station. He was 
now like a tall cedar, with spreading branches, and 
a* shadowing shroud ; and he was highly pleased with 
tkis change in his condition^ because it enabled him 
to afi^jrd shelter to aO his-pe(^le- 

VkR. 5.— 25&»/ ^be Jews smoti aMtbrir ertemi^ vsiih 
the stroit of tie swordy and sleuigBkr and des^rwtum, 
and' did what they mjoulidunto fhose that bateitheTK. 

It may appear grange that the Jews now foutid 
any enemies bold enough to contend with tJtem in 
battle. The king: was their friend, God wiis their 
friend ; what could those expect wbo sougRf their 
lives, but destruction^ to themsrfves ? Ir is indeed' 
vvondexful, but not uncommon, lor men to value the 
gratification of their malignant passions above their 
best interests, and above their safety. At the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem by the Romans, it is w^Il known 
that the Jews themselves did more mischief to one an- 
other, th^n aH the harm they suffered from the fury 
of their cojiquerors. The different parties, wlien 
13 they 
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they ioi^aA lespite from the Romaic, destroyed one 
nj^ptker wktun the waller and destroyed thbir provw 
sk>B$9 and then brouglu upon tbenoselves ^ famine^ 
>vhich dff$troyed them by thousands. But we need 
not look seventeen hundred years back to see the ty- 
rannising power of malice and hatred over the minds 
of men. Are there not nuny who subject themselves 
to bitter remorse, to ruinous fines, or to an ignomi* 
nious death i Are there not many more who subject 
tbemseWes to the curse of God^ merely to gra^tifv 
their accursed spite against their fellow-men ? 

Many of the enemies of the Jews, doubtless, were 
overawed by the power of Mordecai, and either sat 
quiet in their dwellings, or joined with the Jews. 
Many chose rather to be quiet than to venture their 
lives in battle with enemies that were sure to be vie. 
tprious. 3ut there were others, not in small numbers^ 
who chose to venture, or rather to sell their lives, 
and the lives of all that were dear to them, rather 
than lose the opportunity given them by hw, of at | 
tempU^g to destroy a race of men whom, though in- 
mcent, they hated with a deadly hatred. These 
men combined in the different cities to fight against 
the Je^s. But their confederacy was against the God 
of heaven, who spoiled them of their courage, and 
^ve them into the hands of the Jews, to do to them 
as they would. They were so far from gaining their 
raaKcious purposes at the expence of their lives, that 
victory, and glory, and triumph to their hated ene- 
mies, were the fruit of their cruel attempt. Vain it 
is to fight against God, or against those whom he 
loves and protects. If God be against us, who can 
be for 41$ ? If we harden ourselves against the Al- . 

^ mighty, 
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flnighty, we cannot prosper. It were better for us 
to dash our heads against the craggy rock, than to rush 
upon the thick bosses of the buckler of the Ahnighty. 
Why should men fight against G6d? And yet 
diere are too many who fear not to carry the wea- 
pons of an unrighteous warfare against their Maker 
and their Judge. "Whatever ye have done, or not 
done, to one of the least of my brethren,'* says Christ, 
« ye have done, or not done, to me" Enmity against 
«he people of God is enmity against God himself j and 
surely << all that are incensed, against him shall be asha-^ 
med.'*' 
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Discouiisi: XIV. 

NUMBSnS OF 7HS SLA^ A ^CG^OEk 
BATTLE AT 81iU£HAN; 



Veh. 6.— 1 1-— ^flrf in Sbushan the palace^ the Jews 
slew and destroyedjive hundred men* And Parshandatha^ 
and Dalphon, and Aspatba^ and Poratbop and Adalia% 
and Aridathof and Parmashta^ and Arisait and Aridpip 
and Vajezatha^ the ten sons of Haman the son of Ham" 
medatha, the enemy of the Jews^ slew they; hut on the 
spoil laid they not their hand. 

£tEN in Shttshsm, the royal ciVjf under the eye of 
th^ king, there were more than five hundred men 
that combined) in defiance of the king's known sen* 
timents^ to attack the Jews, But they meddled to 
their own hurt. When we consider the andacity of 
that behaviour to whicli their malice prompted them^ 
we see that Mordecai had too much r^ison to teU 
Esther that she wouU not be safe m the Idng's palace, 
if she did not intercede with the fcing« Tlue men 
that could take the pretence of a law to attack the 
Jews to their certain destruction, might have been 
prompted by the same outrageous matt^ to*at^u^ 

Esther 
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l^stber in tjbe p;»k|ce, wken t^ey could plea4 tbe king'% 
authority for tl^eir eaterpme. 

TliesQ five bundjred men in Sbu^un* who sold their 
Uvea in thia des^rs^t^ cau^ were doubtl^sa ictme o£ 
HamzrCs creatures, who had learned &om Urn- to hd^ 
th^ Jews with a l^lpody hatred* Hsmuoi's tm $oa» 
wer^ at the head q£ tbien^ axtd, (bated in. thieir fate. 
They were doubtle$4 trained, yi|> h; th^ir father in the 
hatred of that nation ; and his miserable end> instead 
of opening theix eyes, irritated th^ir resentment^ to 
their Qwn desjtrnetiQn. 

It was natural,/ spme will say, for Hamaa's so^mi 
to account that people their Qnemiesj^ hy the rmi^$^ 
' of whom their fatb^ suffered an ignomi^MS death. 
It was natural, it mu^ be confessed y but ^ does 4^. 
.follow thajt it was right* Children are to honour 
theiif pareots while they life^ and venewi^ their m^ 
mot J wh^n theyf are dea4 bi^t not ta follow thiejr esr 
anifle m any thing that ia evik. The chiMren of wh>; 
ked paventa ought to. r^member,^ tb^t tbieir dm^ Iq 
thi^ Maker mi^t haxe the precfdency^ to al} othec 
d«^tie& V arid that to rebel ^;aj|)st CckIj^ because: their 
parents rebelled ag^inat hioi, is no^ mem excune^blei. 
tbaUr for a man to be a thief,, c^r a trij^opc^. qt. an adul- 
terer, because h^ /ather was so hefp^ him^ God 
c oyiff iji iTded his people, when dt^jf^ were cajtriedi away 
captives for their transgressions, te caof^ss th^ir' owa 
iniquity, and the ^niquity of theip fetfi^^. The holy 
son. of the wicked Abaz made a fu)l confesMon of the 
sins committed by his father, and by the people under 
his influenjce, and deserved biigh.praise for i^versing 
all, his wij^ked institutions *. J^oboami bad onl y one 



* % Cbron* xxix. 
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8011 in hb house who discovered a dislike of his fathei^: 
conduct, and was the only^ member of the family" 
who died in peace. •« Kit ye up the measure of 
ytmr fathers,** said Jesus to the Jews, warning thenr 
that their father^s example would be so far from j usti-- 
fying their wicked conduct, that the vengeance of' 
Hcayen was' brought the nearer to them, thar their 
sins were but a continuation of the sins of their pro- 
genitors. 

Parents, pity your children,"" if you will not pity 
yourselves. You know what force the example and* 
influence of parents has. If you profess bad prin- 
ci|Ai», you of course train xip your children in the' 
profession of the same. If you openly practise wic* 
fcedness, you teach your children to practis^e it like- 
wise. Thus you pull down vengeance, not only upon 
yourselves, but upon your houses. You see that Ha- 
man was the enemy of the Jews, and of the God of' 
the lews, and the punishment of his wickedness feir 
heavy, not only on himsdf, biit' upon all his family, 
which was probacy rooted out of the' earth. His- 
sons rhight have been suffered to live in obscurity, if 
they had been willing to 'live peaceably. But diey 
had drunk deep of their father*^ spirit, and followed 
his example, and ten (probably all of them) perished^ 
on tfiat fatal day, on which their father, a few mondis' 
before, had hoped to feast his eyes with the blood of 
those whom he chose to account his enemies. 

« But on the spoil laid they not their hands.*' — 
It is not always good to seize all the money to which 
one has a legal right. There are many cases in which 
a regard to our own credit, and there are others in 
which a sense of duty, resulting from singular cir- 
cumstances, 
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cumstancesy should bind up our hands from receiv- 
ing what we niiight otherwise take without injus- 
tice. The king's edict gave the Jews a right to 
take the spoil of their enemies *. But for their own 
honour, and for the credit of their religion, they' 
chose to leave the spoils of their enemies to be enjoy- 
ed by others. The tongue of slanderers might have 
alledged that they had slam innocent persons with 
the guilty, to enrich themselves. 

They had been accused as a wicked people, whom 
it was good for mankind to destroy from the face of 
the earth. Their noble disinterestedness was a refu- 
tation of this calumny. It was evident from their 
conduct that they were not lovers of money ; and « the 
love of money is the root of all evil/' The apostle 
Paul shewed disinterestedness of spirit in a higher de- 
gree, when he laboured for years in places where, for 
the honour of that gospel which he preached, he 
would receive no recompence from his hearers, that 
it might not be accounted a fable cunningly devised 
for the profit of them who preach it f . 

Ver. 11. 12. — On that day the number of tbem that 
were slain in Sbushan the palace^ was brought before the 
king. And the ting said unto Esther the queen. The 
Jews have slmn and destroyed five hundred men in Shu • 
shaft the palace^ and the ten sons ofHaman; what have 
ihey done in the rest ofAe tinges provinces t Now, what 
is thy petition f and it shall be granted thee : or what 
is thy request ? and it shcdl be dtne. 

The king had an account brought to htm of the 
number of the slain in die imperial city. It was 
highly proper that he should cause this account to be 
brought before him* If husbandmen be dil^ 

* Chap. viii. ii« f Acts, xviii. 
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know the state of their flocks, and look well to tlieir 
herds, hdvr much more ottght kings td inform diem^ 
selres of the affiiir^ of tb^ir kingdom ! Ahasuenis 
Bright learn wisdom from the account thought hiin of 
the skughter of the enemies of the Jews. Bf his 
rashness he had occasbned the shaghter. If five 
hundred men were slain in Susa, what numbers might 
be supposed to be slain tbvoi:^h sdt the provinces ? 
What bloodshed had been the fruit of <me thought* 
loss act of government ! It may be hc^ed that Aha- 
suenu teamed wisdom for the time to come. Never 
in the succeeding years of his reign waa he charge^ 
al^e with mtk foUjr. At a great expaice he learned 
U'Very needful lesson. To do nothing wdt&out cowrir 
deration of the consequences* 

The king brtogs. to the queea hb infermation con«- 
coming the slaug^evec^ enemies of the Jews% 

<* {^ve hundred,'' sa]rs he^ ^ were slain in Shushan 
the palaces'* besides the ttn sons^ of Haman, the most 
formidable and the most earned of them. The king 
could not yet tell her borar many were Am through 
the hu^e extent of hie dominioiiSj.but he justly infers 
from the number of die slain in one ci^ that it must 
be very great in ail the cities and provinces, together. 
This^ piece of iofonxBition the king* hoped wouM* be 
very gvateful to E^er, as^t wcmld ease her mind of 
those griefs which had lot^ oppressed it. i%e indeed 
had good and weU-grounded hopes before Ais time, 
that the enemies of her people would fall in the con- 
test,, andnow'siie eiijoyed^e satisfeetion of knowing 
that het hopes, were realized: 

We muot not rejoice in the destructioii of ourene* 

lftl6S> 
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oue$, nor must our hearts be glad when they stumble. 
This is the doetrine of the prophets, as well as of the 
apostles *. Yet God's people have good reascm to re- 
joice at the fall of their irreconcileable enemies, whea 
they see the mercy of God to themselves, and whea 
they see the safety of the f hurcii in the destruction 
of those who hated them : ♦* When God shoots at 
the wicked with a^i arrow, and wounds t^em sud- 
de^y, the righteous shall be glad in the Lord^ and 
^all trust in him, and all the upright in heart shall 
glory t^' 

« Nqw, what is thy peiition ? and it slu^H be grant- 
ed thee : pr, what is thy.request further ? and it shall 
be done."— fa is reporti^d of Mary f^i^een of Scotland, 
t;hat her bousebold-'S^rvants.werct always glad when 
^e W9S put into a p^^on ^ foT» wh^a aha was r^tov-^ 
^d to ^od bumour^ she made $hem more tha^ a suf^ 
fic^nt r^comp^nce for all past unkindnessts. Tbua 
Ahasuerus, sensible of the wrong he had done to hii^ 
^v^ee^?^ eqdf^^Qured to hamsb ^1 remembrance of them, 
by helping uppn her unexpected kindnesses. All of 
us are liable to starts of bad humour^ and may b^havtt 
unkindly to those who are dearest to us '^ or we may^ 
through want of due consideration, give them much 
pain without intending it^ When we are made seQ- 
sible of ^ch conduct, l^t us repair it with advantage. 
Whilst our friends live, if we have treated them with 
unkindn^ss, theye is opportunity to i^bliterate th^ 
wrong. They may 4^^^ and then it wUl be sealed upj 
and nothing will be left for us but unavailing regret. 

V^R. \^.^^Themsaul EftbiT^ IJ it pl$m4: the king^ 
ht «( ht grafted ta the Jews wbi^b are pi S&usJ^f^ 

* Prov. Jtxiv. 17. t PsaL Uiif. f^ 
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to -marrow also according unto this day*s decree , and let 
Haman^s ten sorts be banged upon the gallows. 

<« Dearly beloved,'* says the apostle, *< avenge not 
yottr^lves.** <« Love your enemies,** says Christ,. 
^ that ye may be the children of your Father who is 
in heaven.** Was Esther not a daughter of the Lord 
Almighty ? or was the Spirit of the OW-Testameiit 
dispensation of religion Afferent from that spirit of 
love, and of a sound mind, which is given unto us ? 

Esther was undoubtedly a saint of God, and the 
spirit of love dwelt in her. We have already seeip 
that the writers of the CHd Testament, as well as- 
those of the New, forbid revenge*. But self-de- 
fence is licensed and required under the New, as well 
as the Old Testament. Esther knew that there were^ 
still many deacHy^ enemies of the Jews in Shushan, who 
might, if they were suffered ta Hve, harass or destroy^ 
them. She desires that they might receive tfie just 
reward of their malice. 

Lukewarmness, and even cruelty^ have often as- 
sumed the dress of charity. The children, of Is* 
rael, after the death of Joshua, were cruel to the 
rising generation, when they spared the wicked 
Canaanites. Saul brought wrath upon himself, when 
he spared Agag. Samuel performed an act of hu-. 
manity, when he hewed to pieces before the Lordi 
a tyrant who had made many women childless, for a. 
warning to dtfter despots. <* Cursed be he,** says 
Jeremiah on a certain occasion, «* who dotJr the work 
of the Lord deceitfully; Cursed be he who keepcA 
back his sword from shedding blood.** A curse came 
upon Merosj, for sparing the blood of the Cahaanitisft 

enemies. 

^ ' «PrOV.XxiV^I^, DigitizedbyGoOgk 
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enemies of IsraeL A worse curse might have come 
upon Esther, if she had neglected the opportumty 
graciously afforded her by God, for securbg^die peace 
of Israel by the destruction of Haman's creatures. 
They wiere a race of vipers. Their venom was not 
diminisl^. If they had not been crushed, they might 
have found an opportunity to sting the man who had 
brought destruction on their companions in wickedness. 

Beware of making a bad use oT this piec^ of histo* 
ry. Such circumstances as those in which Esther 
was placed, will probably never occur to any of you. 
l^he care of the lives of all the people of God came 
upon her, and the enemies of the Jews, by their late 
behaviour^ were seen to be hardened beyond all hopes 
of reformation. When the hand of the Lord wai 
lifted up, they would not see it, but rushed upon him» 
even upon die thick bosses of his buckler. Your 
enemies may be reclaimeji. Your duty, according to 
Solomon and Paul, is, if your enemies are hungry, to 
feed them 5 if they are thirsty, to give them drink. 
Thus you will heap coals of fire upon their heads, and 
the Lord will reward you. Remember how Jesus, 
when he was dying for your sins, prayed for his mur- 
derers. You know not what manner of spirit you' 
are of, if you draw into an ordinary precedent extra- 
ordinary cases, from the histories of Elijah, or Moses» 
or Esther. Christ left you an example to follow his 
steps on every occadon. 

« Let Haman's ten sons be hanged upon the gal- 
lows ;'' on that gaOows which their father set up for 
Mordecai. Kings can take away our lives, that is 
all they can do against us ^ and yet, when we ai^ 
they may expose our bodies to infamy. H^ 
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8pns GoiUd fe^l no more pain fr<»n the hsEn4 of men. 
But their igi}oimntou« exposure on die gallows erected 
by their^^ather was an awful warning to other ene- 
mies of the I^ftwg. It wa8 a etandtng proelanYation of 
the favour . of Qod to that nation, of bis iii4ignarion 
against their enemieSi and of the righteousness of fats 
judgements. Those who sa^ them, saw good rea- 
son for ^yingi •< Truly there is a reward for flie righ^ 
teotts I truly there is a God that judgeth in the earth." 
, The Lord causetb his wonderful works to be remem^ 
bered. He W|9uld not have us forget his awful, any 
more than his pleasant wor|:s, that be may be glorified 
Iqf us as a great God and a Saviour.- 

. Vl^jt., l4i,*^/iMd tbf ii^ commtrndid it 99 tp bi. done^ 
at^'ih$diire$ u^m givm ai Slmdwt^ and ibtjf bangfd 

From the ready aoq«ie$c^ie0 of tko king m Esthrtt'r 
rpques^ we may reasonably conclude that. he saw it 
tp be just and proper. After what had newly hx^ 
pened^ it w^s not likely that he would give a rash as> 
sent to a bloody decree. " But a wise king will crush 
the wicked* and bring the wheel over them*" 
. By the king's commandment, << the ten sona of Ha^ 
man were hanged upon &e gallows." The king soon 
relented after he had passed a too severe decree against 
Yashti ; but he did not repent, nor had he any rea- 
^tm |o repent, of whsx he did against Haman. All 
the children of that insolent favounte were given up 
to infamy after death* We need not on this occasion 
reflect on the uncertainty of royal favour. Haman 
and his famUy might still' have eqoyed the «aailes of 
the king* if they had deserved l^em. Their own 
wioke^ess destroyed and disgraced then ^ for <« they 
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drew iniquity to themselves with cords of vanity, ancl 
sinned as it were with a catt*rope/' 

Ver* 15 •—For the Jews that were in Shushan ga^ 
tf^ered themselves together on- the fourteenth day also of 
the month AdwTii and slew three hundred men at Shushan; 
hmt on the prey they laid not their I^nds. 

Tliey provided for things honest in the sight of all 
mra. When they laid not their hands on the l^rey, 
it would easily be believed that they had killed no in- 
nocent person*. It was evidently not the desire of 
gaki, but a just regaird to their own safety, that indu- 
ced them to kill so many of their enemies. 

These enemies of the Jew» that escaped on the 
thirteentli day of the months would think that th^ 
bittemesft of death wae past. The law, as it then 
stood, exposed them to no further danger. ' But these 
etiemies of God who escape diaN not flee away : << Mi^ 
chief shs^l hunt die violent man till he be fuiAed.'' If 
he is not ruined to-day, he will be ruined to-morrow ; 
if not to-morrow, on some following day kfk>wn to 
the Lord, and probably on a daty when he is* not er<- 
pecthig it. The bitterness of deatii^ cannot be past 
whUst idie sentence of the Ahnighty is standin^^ in 
force agamst ^e wicked. 

Vcm. IQ.'^Btft the other Jews that were in the JHng^s 
frounces gathered themselves tGgether^ and stood for 
their UveSi and had rest from their enemies^ anJ.sleno of 
their foes seventy and fve thousand; hut they laid not 
their bandt^ on the prey* 

How many were the enemies of the Jews, even 
after they were known to be favoured by the Icing, 
when in all appearance avowed enmity Against them 
wa9 to end in speedy destructxpn ! But many as they 
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vnre, there were more with the people of God than 
against them, and their enemies were made to lick 
the dust. Let not those who have God on their side 
tremble at the multitude and strength of their ene- 
mies. «< Associate yourselvee, O ye people ! and ye 
shall be broken in pieces ^ and give ear, all ye of far 
countries : gird your^lves, and ye shall be broken 
in pieces; gird yourselves, and ye shall be broken 
in pieces* Take counsel together, and it shall come 
to nought I speak the word, and it shall not stand ; 
for God is with us/' Immanuel is our security from 
every danger. 

The Jews, in none of the provinces of the king's 
dominions laid their hand upon the spoil. They 
had been in great fear of death, and they thought it 
.a great matter to have their lives 8ayed> without 
making gain of their enemies. '^ The life," say« our 
Lord, « is more than the meat, and the body than 
raiment.*' When men are in extreme danger of their 
lives, or have newly escaped from it, money goes 
for little. Were we possessed with a due concern 
about deliverance from that sentence of death which 
has passed upon all men, or with a fervent gratitude 
for deliverance from so great a death, our attachment 
to the things of the present world would be greatly 
weakened. What will money avail us, if we must 
perish? If we are redeemed from destruction, we 
will be happy and thankful, whether we possess much> 
or little, or nothing at all, of the good things that 
perish in Ae using. 

Christians have often -censured the whole body of 
the Jews, as men of a selfish and rapacious spirit. 
The diarge has probably exceeded truth. But, as far . 
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8$ occasion has been given for it, it has beenowing, in 
a great measure, to the oppressions exercbed upon that 
unhappy nation, which have irritated their spirits, and 
weakened or destroyed their sense of justice towards 
those whom they considered as their enemies. Cer- 
tain it is, that they were far from discovering a rapa- 
cious spirit in the days of Esther. Many who name 
the name of Christ might learn from them to set their 
minds on things above, rather than on things of the 
earth. / They chose to adorn their profession, by ma- - 
king it apparent that they sought not riches by means 
which they disapproved, although they would have 
appeared safe and honourable to any others 4)ut them- 
selves. 

Ver. 17. — On the thirteenth day of the month Adar^ 
and on. the fourteenth day of the same^ rested they^ and 
made it a day of feasting and gladness^ 

On the thirteenth day they fought for their lives^ 
and on the fourteenth they rested and rejoiced in their 
preservation and victory. The battle was probably 
sore in some places where their enemies were strong 
and many ; but every where they gained the victory, 
and the joys of God's salvation were an abundant re- 
compence for their toils and dangers. Let all God*s 
people patiently endure the tribulations assigned to 
them, and courageously fight those battles which they 
are called to sustain. There is hope in their latter end, 
and the greater their fight of affliction, the sweeter is 
that rest which the Lord will give from their sorrows 
and fears. Jesus fought and conquered, and entered 
into his rest ; and « it is a /aithful saying, that if we 
suffer with him, we shall also reign with 
Jjefore the time of reignuig v/ith him is 
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may hope th^t in this world chys of rest and joy wHl 
oftert succeed nights of sore affliction *. 

Ver. IB.^^But the Jecus that wefe at Sbushan assent^ 
hied together, on th^ thirteenth day thereof^ and on the 
fourteenth thereof; arid on the fifteenth day of the same, 
they rested, and made it a day of feasting and gladness. 

The Jews of Shashan did not so soon obtain rest, 
as the Jews of the provinces. They were fighting 
on the fourteenth day of the month, when their bre- 
thren were resting, and delighting themselves in the 
alatodance 0f God's goodness. Yet they rested at 
last, and had as good a day on the fifteenth as their 
brethren had on the fourteenth. We must wait God's 
time for^days of rest and gladness, and his time is air- 
ways the best. It was good for the Jews at Shushan 
to be employed two days in encountering and destroy- 
ing their enemies. Their rest was the more pleasant 
when it came, that they had made an utter end of 
those who plotted against their life. 

The day of feasting and rest was sweetened by the 
precedirng days of labour and fear. Pleasant is health 
after sickness. Safety is delightful after extreme dan- 
ger} and gladness is double joy to those whose souls 
Ivere depressed with sorrow. In days of prosperity 
it is good to look back to days of adversity, that we 
may feel the value of our present enjoyments, and 
that our hearts may be filled with the praises of himi 
who hath turned our darkness into light, and out 
mourning into dancing. 

Ver. 19. — Therefore the Jews of the villages, thai 
dwelt in the unwalled towtii, made the fourteenth day of 

the 
* Isa. iv. 3. Pstl, cxxv; 4. Isa. Ivii, 15. i^. chap. xl. 
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the month Adar a day of gladness and feasting^ and a 
good day^ and of sending portions one to another. 

Their hearts overflowed with joy and gladness. 
They wished never to forget what God had done-for 
them, and therefore they resolyed annually to observe 
that day on which they had obtained jby and gladness, 
as a day of joy, and of the exercise of mutual bene- 
videnoe* We ought n^jise? to ioiget die ha^j^y chitigei 
wfaieh God hgs made in our coiutitioa^ Oftei} -abeuld 
we call back to our remembrance the m^reie^ of for- 
mer days. This will be our wisdom and our happi- 
ness. It will be a frequent renewal of former joys, 
and a means of preserving alive that gratitude which 
we owe to the God of our mercies. 



DIS. 
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ORDINANCE OF MORDECAI AND ESTHER 
FOR OBSERVING THE DAYS OF PURIM. 
— Chap. ix. 20. — 82^ 



Vbr. 20. 2L— -/f«rf Mordecai wrote these things^ and 
sent letters unto all the Jews that were in all the pro* 
mnces of the king Abasuerus^ both nigh and far ^ to sta^ 
hlish this among them^ that they should keep the fourteenth 
day of the month Adar% and the fifteenth day of the 
same^ yearly. 

Some of those days of the year in which God ap<- 
. peared in the glory of his power to his people, by 
-working signal deliverances for them, or by giving 
them signal testimonies of his favour, were appointed 
by him to be annually observed as dav$ consecrated 
to his honour. Thus the passover was a yearly com- 
memoration of the redemption of Israel from Egypt, 
and the Pentecost of the giving of the law. 

But it is not within the power of men to give ho- 
liness to a day. God alone, therefore, has authority 
to appoint stated days for religious services. He alone 

^ T can 
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can bless such days, as means of spiritual improve- 
ment. Without his presence and blessing, we meet 
together for the worse, and not for the better ; and 
therefore we must be assured, when we expect his 
blessing, that we have his warrant for our meetings. 
That occasional fasts and thanksgivings, on proper 
calls of providence, may and ought to be appointed 
by public authority, there is no reason to doubt j but 
stated fasts or thanksgivings can be warrantably ap- 
pointed by no less authority than his on whose 
shoulders the government of the churches is laid. 
We must observe all things whatsoever he has com- 
manded us, and nothing else, as a religious (ordinance i 
and, lo ! he will be with us always. 

But why, then, did Mordecai appoint tlie feast of 
Purim ? Surely Mordecai could not take it upon 
him to appoint a religious festival without a divine 
-warrant. He knew that neither Joshua nor David 
had appointed holy days to be annually observed by 
the nation, as commemoration^ of their glorious vic- 
tories, or of the happy settlement of the people in 
consequence of their victories. He knew that Mo^ 
ses himself, the lawgiver of the nation, had appoint- 
ed no solemn feasts by his own authority. He would 
^ot even authorise those who could not observe the 
passover on the ordinary day to observe it on another 
day, till he had received commandment about it from 
heaven. 

We must conclude, therefore^ either that Morde- 
cai was authorised by the Holy Ghost to appoint this 
festival i or, which appears rather to be the truth, that 
the feast of Purim was' not one of the holy festivals, 
but a civil festival appointed for joy and feasting, in 
K 2 commemoration 
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conunemoratlon of an event that ought never to be 
£orgottep« Mordecai g9ve no orders concerning sa- 
crifices to )>e offered on this dsy, or even concerning 
any act of /eligious worfibip. He doubtless hoped 
that thiqiksgiving and praise would be offered to God 
on every return tA thi$ joyful festival, but did not 
reokcm huaself authorised to publish a bw for this 
pui^pose. *HU intention was to perj>etuate the remem- 
brance of a glorious deliverance, and he left it to the 
consciences and grateful feelings of the people, to de- 
termine what acknowledgements should be made to 
God, according to the general rules o^ his word. 

Mordecai wrote to the people far and near, to keep 
both the fourteenth and the fifteenth day of the month 
Adar as days of rejoicing. They were both of them 
4ays of rest, the former day in the provinces, the 
latter in Shudian \ and he would have th« people^ 
in every part tJi. the world, to rememb^, not only 
their own particular deliverances, or those which their 
fathocai obtained^ but deliverances granted to others of 
their .peqple* Jews were bound, and Christians are 
9inrf ly not less bound, to consider themselves as mem- 
bers one of anotl^r, and to consider the mercies be- 
atowed upon their brtthven as mercies to themselves. 

Ver. SS.-t'^^^^^ ^^^ Hjubenin the J4ws reitedjrppm 
ihtir enemies, and the month v>bieh was turned nnt0 
them /ram jorrow to joy f and from mourmug into a^^ood 
day ; that they shculdmake them days cf feasting and joy ^ 
and of sending portions one to another , and gifts to the 
poor. 

All things work together for good to the people of 
God, by promoting their happiness, as well as their 
holiness. The remembrance of their toilsisweetens the 
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Test which succeeds thtm. The sleep of the labotirkig 
nan is sweet, although he should sop sparingly be- 
fore he goes to rest. The tears whidi the Christito 
must often shed are remembered with joy, when they 
are wiped away by returning prosperity. Mordecai 
wished the Jews to be ever mindful of their sorrows, 
that their joy might be full* 

The days of Purim were intended to be days of 
feasting and gladness. In the seasoff of their distress,, 
they would scarcely be aide to eat that bread which 
was necessary to the preservation of their fife ; when 
they thought of their deliverance, and of the mercy 
of God in their ddiverance, they would eat their 
bread with gladness, and drink their wine with merry- 
hearts* 

These days were to be «< days of sending portions 
one to another.*' Their common danger, and their 
comnum deHverance, would endear them to one an« 
other, and open their hearts to mutual kinifaiess. How 
much more ought our common saltation bf Christ, 
from our general misery, to bind the hetfts of Qiris- 
4aans to one another t We were all involved in guilt and 
ruin- by «», and the same sin was the Source of misery 
to us all ! We are all redeemed by the same precious 
blood; we are all saved by the same ahmghty arm. 
Let our conmaon joy ia Chrift*8 salvation overflow in 
mutual love. M we arc penetrated with the love of 
Ghrrst, will we not love all those who are the objects 
of the same exceeding riches of grace ? 

«« Sending of gifts to the poor/* was to be another 

of the duties of this happy day. There might be 

many poor Jews, who were not able to afford an et- 

teitainment for this day of joy. But Mordecai would 

K8 have 
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have the poor to rejoice as well as the rich. Although 
we find our circumstances unprosperous, we must 
not, on that account^ reckon that we have no right, 
or that we are not bound, to rejoice in public naercies. 
That the poor may not be tempted to repine when 
others rejoice, as if they were cut off from the public 
happiness, we should be ready to communicate to 
them a share of our blessings, especially when our 
hearts overflow with joy in God's goodness to our- 
selves. Why should the rich eat their morsel alone, 
whilst others are pining with hunger ? If you desire 
the continuance of your own happiness from divine 
mercy, endeavour to diffuse it by wise liberality. 
Every expression of divine goodness to ourselves is a 
new obligation laid upon us to do good, to those e- 
speclally, who have most need of our bounty. Above 
al], the redemption by Christ binds us to be merciful *"• 

Ver. 23. — And the Jews undertook to do as they had 
hegun, and as Mordecai had written unto them. 

They chearfuUy promised to comply with Morde- 
cai's wishes, both from a regard to his authority, and 
from a lively sense of the mercy bestowed upon them. 
It is a happy thing when superiors require nothing 
from their inferiors, but what themselves see to ht 
just and reasonable* 

Mordecai's letters could not but have a mighty in- 
fluence upon a nation who were indebted to him for 
their lives. He could not be blamed for bringing 
them into the dangers which they had escaped, be- 
cause it was his stedfast adherence to his duty which 
provoked Haman's wrath. But he deserved no less 
praise than Esther herself for their preservation. Gra- 
titude 
* a Cor. viii. ^. 
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titude will induce us to do many things for those wha 
have been the instruments of preserving our livesr 
What shall we render to the Author of our lives, 
and to him who hath redeemed our lives from de- 
struction ? 

Ver, 24. — Because Haman^ the son of Hammedatha 
the AgagitCy the enetny of all the Jews, had devised fl- 
gaimt the Jews to destroy them^ and had east Fur (that 
is, the lot) to consume them, and to destroy them. 

The remembrance of Haman^s fearful plot against 
all the Jews, povtrerfully instigated them to observe 
those days of joy that were appointed by Mordecai. 
When they considered how formidable the enemy had 
been, and how bent upon their destruction, they could 
not think of their deliverance without surprise^ and 
joy, and thankfulness. 

It would be useful to us for increasing our joy m 
the Lord^ to think upon those enemies of the church 
that have oft€;n brot^nt her into extreme dangers, that 
we may see the glory of that grace and power to 
which she is indebted for existence. If we think 
upon the Pharaohs, the Hamans, the Sennacheribs, 
the Antiochuses, the Dioclesians, the beast with seven 
heads and ten horns, that have opened their mouths' 
like dragons to swallow up the people of God, will 
we not see good reason still to sing that song of an- 
cient times ? «« Many a time have they afflicted me 
from my youth, may Israel now say 5 many a time 
have they afflicted me from my youth j yet they have 
not prevailed against me." 

Haman was the cause of much terror to the Jews, 
but this terror ended in triumphs and joyfuL 
Unhappy are the enemies of the peopk 
K4 




Tkfj M0uf ^f tb€ profit of those whomtiief hate* A« 
nongsl those things th^t pre mzit aubstdrvieot to th^ 
z^muge of the people of God, ire tobe ramked^ait 
the devices, of iheir most malicious enentiesySatan him- 
self, their greatest enemy, not excepted. Sennaciicrib 
was » tremendous enemy of Judab, and stmck terror 
Into the mii^s of the most valiant of the inhabitants of 
Jeruialer?. But il^hat was the event of his formt* 
dable invasion ? iDisgrace and ruin to himself, glad« 
ness and joyfnl feasts so die Jews ; as Isaiah fore- 
told^ when he was marching ^hg in all the pride of 
hoss heart at the head of hb innumerable mny, ccU 
lecSed from has extended donwiions : <* They had a 
<oog,r as in .the night, when, an holy assembly i» kept ; 
and gladness of hearty as when one goeth with a pipe 
to come into the mountain of the Loid^ to the cdghty 
ttieof Iwaei/* 

Vna^ 3S.-<^«l itAen Eaber egmi^hefortihi iiffg^hi 
e$mvtanMijf ItUtrs that Uswiciid device whici he had 
devised ei^mt the Jews^ Jhoutd return afon his ovmheud^ 
and that be and Ms eons should be hanged om thegathws. 

In MoipdecaTs letters, he pnts the Jews in mind, 
not only of Haman's plot against them> Imt of the 
mesons also* by which it was cUsconcerted. Let us ob* 
serve and call to mmd the procedure ti the providence 
of CSod in the works which he accomplishes for his 
chureb, or iix ourselves in parttcnlar. Every step of 
his. goings of majesty deserves to be remarked and ad- 
mired. They are all beautified with wisdom and 
grace. 

Who could have expected that Esther, whom the 
king had not desired to see for thirty days, should ob- 
tain such favour in his eyes^ as to turn his wrath a- 
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gainst his faTourite Hamanv whose face he sow tueif 
day with smiles ? Yety when Esther came before the 
king^ the mischief of Haman was turned upon him« 
self» and he and his sens were hanged on the gallows. 
Let us do our^duty^ ^nd leare the consequence to 
Godv Without the protection of hie proridfence^ 
Esther would have fallea under the sen^mre of dbat 
eruel law, which made the kJng inaccessible to his 
subjects. But her life was preserved by that God to 
whom she had poured out her soul in fasting. She 
did great things, and pre«iuled ^ and her name shall 
live to the latest posterity in the records of those he- 
roes and heroines, who « wrought righteousness, e* 
scaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were 
made strong, and turned to flight the armies of the 
aliens." 

« Wherever this gospel is preached/* said Jesus^ 
« there diall also this that this woman (who poured^ 
precious ointment on his head) hath donebeteld for 
a memorial of hen** Rfordecai hoped,, that what 
Esther had done would be told in every Succeeding 
generation to her honour, and f6r the encouragement 
of women, as well as men,, to do every thing in their 
power to promote the interests of the church. Women 
are too ready to say. What can we do to serve the 
public interest ? our mode of life confines us to our 
own families. But Esther is not the only woman 
that has gained just praises by her public spirit. Le- 
muel's mother taught her son to be a blessing to his 
people, and has left lessons behind her, by which 
women, to the end of the world, will be taught to 
excel in virtue. To Priscilla, as well as to Aquila, 
all the churches of the Gentiles gave thanks for what 
K 5 she 
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she did for Paul ; and many of them had reason to 
thank her for what die did to Apollos likewise. Males 
and females are one in Christ Jesus. They are equally 
saved by his grace ; they are equally obliged to pro- 
mote his interest in the exercise of virtue, and the 
practice of duties suited to their respective situations i 
and women, as well as men, have sometimes found 
singular opportunities of service to their generation, 
which they could not safely neglect to improve. 

Ver. 26. — Wherefore they called these days Purimf 
after the name of Pur :— ^ 

. The very name of these days afforded an useful 
lesson to the people of God, and might have afforded 
an useful lesson to their enemies. It appeared from 
the event of the lots which gave name to this day, 
that although time and chance happen to all men, 
yet nothing is contingent to God. Chance is under 
his management, and those things which to us appear 
most accidental, are managed by his providence to 
accomplish his designs of mercy to them that lov^ 
him, and of vengeance to his enemies. Why, then, 
should the friends of God give themselves any aniious 
trouble about the most uncertain events ? The whole 
disposal of the lot is of him. Haman's lots directed 
his measures to his own destruction, and the salvation 
of Judah. 

Therefore^ for all the words of this letter^ and of thai 
'johich they had seen concerning this matter^ and which 
had come unto them, Ver. 37. The Jews ordained^ and 
took upon them, and upon their seed, and upon all such as 
joined themselves unto them, so as it should not faU, 
that they would keep these two days^ according to their 

writings 
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ivritingt and according to their appointed time^ every 
year. 

The Jews, partly induced by Mordecai's letter, and 
partly by what they had seen and what had happened to 
them, agreed that the observation of Purim should be 
considered as an ordinance and a statute in Israel' 
through every generation. They not only engaged 
for themselves, but for their seed, and all strangers 
who should join themselves to their nation, to observe 
this festival.* 

They did not take more^upon themselves than there 
was a probability of accomplishing, when they engaged 
that it should not fail. When a joyful festival is appoint- 
ed by the rulers, with the chearful consent of the people> 
to be observed annually, it is not likely to fail amongst 
posterity, if the occasion* of it was some signal revo- 
lution in favour of the nation, especially if the very 
existence of the nation depended upon it. 

It may be justly questioned^ whether a nation can 
bifid their posterity to^ any thing further thati the laws 
of religion,, justicej and good order in society, bind 
them. But posterity would not too narrowly inquire ' 
how far the authority of their fathers extended, in a 
matter no less agreeable to themselves thanto their pre- ' 
genitors. This, howeveri^ is certain^ that when men 
command^ their children and their seed after them ta 
keep the way of the Lord, future generations canhot 
turn aside from the good 6id way of their ancestors,: 
without greatly aggravated guilt ♦. / ^ 

The Jews expected that proselyteis would obierve 
the festival with no less joy than the posterity of Abra- 
ham. If we have joined ourselves to the churcli, we 
- K 0-'- - - • ; (night 
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ougiH to CAniidf r ourseliee ^s if^ly mtert^ted in all 
the ancient as wel] as the later dealings of God with 
hwf. W« j»x^ff <rf the root «n4 fatiws of tbeoHve, 
s«4 ^^fefore o»ght to h]fi9S Qod for ^1 the cave he 
hftfh t»lfi^ fif Ibil ¥^ of 9^teoi|»ie4^ vi^h hj hi$ 
goo^sAli%9^9 90 loi^ p^c^erired fje^m dee^i^tloa, 
a^ nift^ ID floM»flb wJbf auty» and abound 19 bij^^b^ 

Vi5R. a:8--r^>^iiii Ato ihJie icyts xhould h remembfrtd 
and kept tbrougbout every generation^ every fgtf^y ^try 
province^ and ivery eiiy ; amd that these days of FMrim 
should mt fail from asmmg the Jevas^ nor the mfimoriiti 
of them p^ifbfraf9 jJvir sted* 

Not only 4)4 ^ hftA resolve ^nd prom.b^ ^P Qb- 
serve ^^ diys, h\Kt they 4iA f very ^iQg in ^ir 
power %^ ft^v^^l» ibe ^s^r¥«»»e of th^m in every*^ 
proving a94 ci^y wfew Wiy of their bri^Afm dwek, 
and to perpetii^tf tjnf ohfiefV^Cf ol them a^Q^ their 
seed* Svfih w^ th^ pk^M^e ^ey £dk for th^ d$ji-. 
veranq?*, in^ s)ich ikei? gratitude tp G^d ti^ir dc^ 
liverer^ if^ ^b^y wifl^i^ all th^nr bTetbre^i wherever 
they w^r^ s^^^edj to. rejoice with tbew, and to 
roag|iify,|h? tpr4 ^ogftHer. Their posterity, to the 
lateit genfriMtion, ^o^not hiU they thought^ whilst 
these, days w^Vf observ^ tQ sulinire, to prgise, to 
glorify, thfs Go4 of ihe^ fatherf , their King oi (Mf 
by whoin manifold salvations had been wrought in the 
midst of ^ eayth. They WO^M, whilH thi^ delivc^r- 
ancettras recent, be disposed to think that nc^ae of 
the aniciein sahr^tipnfs yf^s ^^qre worthy of remem- 
brance V <^nd that as they had no ;mthority to app^Uit 
any reKgiou^ festival f<>r the commemoration of it, 
they could not do less than cppcur in the appointment 
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of a common festiyalj which wauld ann\iaUy tecal it 
to mmdi* 

Ver. 29. — Tien Esther the queen^ tie doftgitir ^ 
jibthQiif and Mordevm th^ Jeuf^ v/roti n^itb of I auibo" 
rityy to confirm. ihU sficond letter of PuFim^ 

Far be it from iis to suf^se, that eitti$r E^tlier oc, 
MorcUcai had tJn^if Qwn glory in view^ when they 
were at such pains to proaaote and perpttuatt tha ob* 
serv;^nce of the feast of Pi|;rin>. It wQyId be unjiuiq^ as. 
well as um;haritablef to ascribe s^ch selfish inttntions^ 
%o persons who had laid dowja their necks for the ho- 
nour of their Godf and for the deliverance of their 
people. 

That their design was good in writing the second 
letter of Pmim with all authority^ cannot foe reason- 
ably doubted* It mayi indeed, adnut of ^question» 
whether they did not expect more thap prudence 
could justify them in ea^pecting) Uom the perpetual 
observance of this feast. Xhey probably thought, that 
whilst th^ memory of the wonders of the month of 
Adar contii^u^d|,aIl posterity would abound in thanksr^ 
givings to God. The reverse has been the cas^. The 
feast of Purim has long since been turned intp a drun- 
ken revel. The blinded Jews, it is said, lay it down 
as a niaxim. That they ought to be drunken with 
winiiS in remeipbranc;e of Esther's ba^tiqi^et. I;Iow 
straiige is it for human creatures to think that they 
are delivered to work abomination I 

Esther and lyiordecai « wrote with all authority." 
They thought that they could not use their power for 
a bettejT purpose, than to perpetuate the remeiipihrance 
of that day when God delivered their soulsfrom 
death, their eyes from tears, and their feet. 
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ing. But in the exercise of their aathority, they for- 
got not that kindness which was due to their brethren, 
the Israel of God. 

Ver. so. — And he sent the letters unto all the Jews^ 
to the hundred twenty and seven prtyoinces of Ithe king" 
dom of Ahasuerus^ with words of peace and truth. 

When we are exalted above our brethren, we are 
too ready to forget both them and ourselves, as if the 
change of our condition had raised us to a higher 
rank of creatures. Mordecai and his adopted daugh- 
ter, were not negligent in the exercise of their autho- 
rity, for purposes that appeared to them good and sa- 
lutary to the nation ; but they still retained their hum- 
bleness of mind, and their kind affections to their 
kindred. They sent these letters to all the hundred* 
and twenty-seven provinces, " with words of truth and 
peace,** with expressions of the warmest benevolence. 
Nor were tljese expressions, like many of our mutual* 
compliments, merely dictated by a politeness which* 
too often conceals a perfect indiflfcrence to our neigh- 
bour's welfare under good words and fair speeches.^ 
Their words were words of truth, as well as of peace,, 
when they expressed their desired and prayers, that 
the Lord might bless his people with peace. 

Let men maintain that authority which God hath- 
given them, that they may attain the ends for which 
it is given them ; but let it be always tempered with 
charity and gentleness. Paul, in his epistles, asserts- 
his authority as an apostle of Jesus Christ ; but he 
writes with words of peace and truth, when he prays 
for grace and peace to the churches from God the 
Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 

VpR. 91.— To confirm these days of Purim in thtir 

r^^^^i titnes 
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times appointed^ according as Mordicai the Jtw and 
Ksther the queen had enjoined them^ and as tbey bad de* 
creed for themselves, and for their seed^ the matters of 
their fastings and their cry. 

At the motion of Mordecai, the Jews were una* 
nimously determined to observe the festival^ and to 
enjoin the observance of it to their posterity. The 
Jews were confirmed in their resolution by the second 
letter of Mordecai, in conjunction with Esther. And 
one consideration which would dispose them to ob- * 
serve the commemoration of this deliverance with 
joy and exultation, was, that they had fasted and 
cried for it under the pressure of the danger. They 
could not eat their ordinary food. They cried out 
with exceeding loud and bitter cries. They fasted 
and cried unto the Lord, and he heard the voice of 
their supplications. 

Spring is the pleasantest season of the year, because 
it follows the dreary desolations, and the piercing cold 
of winter. These days of health are especially de- 
lightful which follow days of extreme sickness, when 
we had the sentence of death in ourselves. Remem- 
ber the dismal thoughts that engrossed your minds, 
the terrifying apprehensions that embittered your 
troubles, and the exquisite felicity which you pro- 
mised to yourselves, if it should please God, beyond 
your expectations, to send you relief. Thus will the 
troubles you have endured spread happiness in the re- 
trospect over the remaining part of your life. You 
still must meet with trials *, but you will be thankful 
that they are so light and easy to be borne, when they 
are compared with those which you have formerly 
endured. ^^^'''''^ftt 
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Have jc% £isftd and cried unto tiie Lord, and 
ha§ be gtacioustyinclkied his ear to yoor complaints ? 
With what j©y and peace ought you to recoHect the^ 
mercy which has preserved you from going down to 
the clMQib^rt of the gt»ve» perhaps to the regions of 
destruction ! Daarid wiU teach you what impvore* 
ment to make of your fasting and criesi whei^the Lord 
has been pleased to grant yo«, the deliverance which 
you supplicated : ^ I love At Lordf because he heard 
my voice and supplications. Because he hath inclined 
hifi ear untsei me^ therefore will I call \ipon him so 
kuag as I live^ The sorrows of death compassed me». 
and the pains of heU g^ hold upon waey I found 
txouble and sorrow. Then called I upon the name 
of the Lord : O Lord» I beseech thee, deliver my 
souL Gracious is the Lordy and righteous ^ yea, 
our God is merciful. The Lord preserveth the simple ;: 
X was brou^ low, and he helped me : I will walk 
before the Lord in the land of the livii^ "^J* 

Vi^R. ^2.''^And the decree of Esther confirmed these- 
matters t^ Purim ; emd it was written in the book* 

The high and beloved name of Esther was suffi- 
cient to e^abliish the decree of Purim. She had been* 
the saviour o£ the Jews. At the risk of her life, she 
had pnsservied theirs* What do we not owe to him 
who, not, meODely by endangering his life, but by giving 
up himself to an accursed death, hath delivered us 
from the wi»th to come ? 

<< And it was written in the book" of the Jewish in- 
stitutions, or in the register of the Jewish transactions. 
l^ks are necessary for recording those things that are ' 

intended 

* Psal* cxvi* It— 7* 5c 5* Fsal. zviii^ 6c xxx. Isa. xxxviii. 
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intended for the use of posterity. Were it not for 
books, we would all be children in understanding. 
Let us carefully improve those things that were writ- 
ten aforetimes for our learning, especially those things 
which divine wicdom hatb directed tke holy men of 
God to record for our benefit. 

The feast of Purim is still observed, though not in 
a manner agreeabJe to Esther's intention. The ob- 
servance of this and other festivals of the Jews, from 
the most ancient times, is attended with this great ad- 
vantage, that it affords a convincing argument of the 
truth of those facts which they w^re designed to com- . 
memorate, w^hen we take this into the account, that 
these fasts were recorded in books at the time when 
they were instituted, which ate still estant. Tlie ob- 
servance of the ancient Jewish feaatt is a public deda* 
ration of their firm belief of the Old-Testament scrip- 
tuf et« This ia one 9f the most powerful rational ar- 
gmmmtft of the truth of our holy reKgioo. If theOkt- 
Testament acciptvves are tme, tbe Meattah expected 
by the Jews is come long 2«gQ into the worM; and 
ncmebut Jesusof NaaaretfaeanbetkatMessiab. Thus 
the most detenmned enemies of Jesus, give a decide^ 
though inject testimony, that he is die Son of God^ 
by attesting the truth and divine audwrity of those 
ancient scriptures tb«t testify of hkn* 



DIS- 
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CREATNESS OF AHASUERUS. CHARAC 
TER AND GRANDEUR OF MORDECAI. 
Chap. x. 



Ver, l.-^And th^ king Ahttstterm laid a trihtte vpon 
the lamdf and vpon thi isles of the sia. 

Xoo many subjects are disgusted with the govern- 
ments under which they live, when new taxes are 'm\f 
posed. Here we find^ that the increase of tanes is 
oa new thing, and that it may be necessary under the 
best and wisest governments. When the tribute here 
spolcen of was laid npon the land, and upon the isles 
of the sea, Ahasuerus had his counsels directed, not 
by Haman, but by Mordecai. Ahasuerus might per- 
haps have saved his subjects their new burdens, if he 
had been more frugal in his expences. The miiiltitude 
of his concubines must have put him to a very great, 
and a worse than needless eijpence *. He was liberal 
in his donations. His wars could not be carried oh 
without great sums ; and when his wars with the 
Creeks came to an end, he expended much money 

iu 
♦ Chap, iu 
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in political intrigueSi to preserve himself from more 
wars. He therefore found it necessary to lay new 
burdens upon his subjects. But the protection which 
government a£Fords makes the payment of necessary 
taxes an act of justice. «' Rulers are the ministers of 
God to us for good ; and for this cause we must pay 
them tribute, because tlieyare the servants of God, 
.waiting continually upon this very thing." We are 
not excused from this duty by the supposition that 
government ought to be more ceconomical than it is. 
Who of us does not sometimes spend money that might 
be spared ? It is one of the laws of the Turkish empire, 
that no new tributes can be imposed on the people. 
The consequence is, that when their government 
must have money, it must be raised by oppression of 
individuals, who, in their twm, indemnify themselves 
by oppressing others. The Persians were much more 
wise, when they allowed a tribute to be laid upon 
them, which came with equal weight upon all. ^< He 
laid a tribute upon the land," upon the vast regionft 
on the continent imder the Persian empire, and upoft 
the many isles of the sea which they possessed. A 
burden borne by all will be light, when it would be 
unsupportable to a few. 

Subjects may, imder unwise governors, have too 
much reason to complain of burdens laid upon them *, 
yet complaints of this kind are often without ground. 
Rulers can best know what sums are requisite for the 
honourable support of government, and for the de- 
fence of the country. Although we think our bur- 
dens heavy, let us bear them conscientiously. We 

claim 
* Prov, xxviii. i6. 
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claim support taour ju^ r^bta from goreritment^ aid 
must not defraud it of ks own righta *» 

Ver. ^.-^And all the acU of his poijoer^ ami of bk 
migbi^ emd tht deelaratzari of the grefOttess (^ Mordecai, 
vAirevnto the king advaaeed him, are they not written to . 
the boot of the €hronickr (^tbe Mngt of Media and Per^ 
tia f 

The Bible is incomparably the best of all books> 
and yet it h not the only book from which we may 
derive instruction. Luther wiahed all bis books might 
be bumti rather than men should be kept by them 
from reading the scriptures. Dot ^« may daily read 
the scriptures, and find some tune likewise for con^ 
suiting other books. We find the apostle Paul quo- 
ting the books of poets and - philosophers f. Here 
the inspired^ writer refers to the chronicles of Medi* 
wai Persia for a farther account of the power and 
greatness of Abasuerus^ andfov aconfirmatkm^of iriiat 
has been said of the greatness of Mordecai We are 
often leferred by the sacred writers to uninspired his- 
tories for larger accounts than they were directeif 
to give us of the lives of perswis eminent for their 
stations^, and for their virtues and vices. Much uscw 
ful instruction is to be drawn from credible bistoriec. 
We kam from them many of die works that God 
has done on the earthy and the perfect conformity 
betweai his words and works. Many examples of 
goodness are set before us, which we ought to imi-- 
tate 5 many instances of vicious conduct, vi4uch we 
ought to abhor. 

The registers of the ancient kings of Persia do not 

now^ 

* Rom. xiii. 6. 7. f Acts, xviL Titus, i. it» 

X Cor. XV. 33. 
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now exist; but the refereiice made to them is a 
confirmation of the history of this book. The wri- 
ter would not have sent his contemporaries to the 
public records for further informatioti, if he had 
written any diing which did not agree with them. 
Learned men have made a happy u«e of anciem 
writings of heathens, as well as of Christians, to esta- 
blish the authority and truth of scripture, in t>pposi« 
tion to infidels. 

Although the records of the Persian kings are lost, 
^e iiave books left us which inform us of ^be great* 
ness, and power, and long reign of Artaxerxes, or 
Ahasuerus, the husband of Esther. Many worthy deeds 
were done by him to the church of God, as we are 
informed by Ezra and Nehemiah ; and he was well 
rewarded by Divine Providence. The prayers of the 
people of God for his prosperity were heard.^ 

Although we have no account of Mordecai in the 
Grecian histories of this long reign, we have no rea- 
son to doubt of what is said concerning him in this 
book. The Greeke had but a partial acquaintance 
with the affairs of the Persian court ; and the most 
ancient Persian histories, written by Persians them* 
, selves, give some cause to suspect, that through ig- 
norance or partiality the Greeks have frequently 
omitted or misrepresented the most important facts. 
Mordecai the Jew, and Ezra, and Nehemiah, had 
access to the knowledge of many facts concerning the 
government of Ahasuerus, that were unknown to 
strangers. 

Ver. S.— jFbr Mordecai the Jew was next unto kini^ 
Ahasuerus y and great among the Jews^ and acc^i 
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the muhitttde of his brethren^ seeking the wealth of his 
peopk^ and speaking peace to all his seed. 

" Mordecai the Jew was next unto king Ahasue- 
rus." This was wonderful ; a poor man of the dis- 
j^rsion of Israel was raised high in dignity, by the fa- 
vour of Ahasuerus, above all the princes of Persia. 
The elevatkn of men from the lowest to the highest 
rank is not unusual in the east, even at present. But 
Mordecai professed a religion which seemed an unsur- 
mountable obstruction to grandeur in a land of hea- 
thens ; and he held it so firm, that he would not con- 
form to the fashions of the court in any thing that did 
not consbt with a good conscience. Haman hoped 
that all die men whose laws and customs were so dif- 
ferent from the king's laws would soon be extirpated,^ 
He little expected that one of the most inflexible ad- 
herents to those laws and customs would supplant and 
succeed him in the king's favour. « There be many 
that seek the ruler's favour** with such eagerness, that 
they will bend their consciences into a ready com- 
pliance with his wishes, whatever, they are ; «« but 
every man's judgement cometh from the Lord.'* He 
exalted Daniel and Mordecai in the courts of Babylon 
and Shttshan ; and these we*e men that would not hav^ 
turned a hair*breadth out of the path of duty to please 
any prince on earth. Their unshaken firmness might 
very probaWy be one cause of their advancement. 
Inflexibility in what is right ihust be a respectable 
quality in the eyes, not only of the good, but of every 
man of sense. 

Ahasuerus showered favours upon Esther, upon 
Mordecai, upon Ezra, and upon Nehemiah, and yet 
continued all his days to adhere to the religion of hil 
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fathers. Herod Antipas did many things gladly be- 
cause of John Baptist, and yet he was not a good 
man. Love to the brethren is a scriptural mark of a 
saint ; but men that are not saints may have a warm 
attachment to good men, on account of qualities that 
all the world hold in esteem. We love the brethren, 
when we love believers as the children of God, ^s our 
brethren in Christ, partakers of the same divine na- 
ture. But integrity, generosity, unshaken constancy 
in virtue, are qualities for which men that have not 
passed from death to life may esteem and love their 
neighbours, whether they are saints X)r not. 

" Mordecai was great among the Jews, and ac* 
cepted of the muldtttde of his brethren." They vene- 
rated and loved him as the saviour of their nation, • as 
their father and protector. Envy too often attends 
the exaltation of one's equals. Joseph's brethren would 
rather murder him, or sell him to strangers, than see 
him advanced above themselves. Ingratitude too often 
follows the greatest benefactions. The children of 
Israel requited evil to the house of Gideon for the 
deliverance wrought for thtm from the hands of the 
Midianities^ at the risk of his life. But Mordecai met 
with returns of the sincerest gratitude from the mul- 
titude of his brethren. He still behaved to them as a 
brother, and they considered him botli as their brother 
and their prince. 

It was a great happiness t^ the good man that he 
was accepted of the multitude of his brethren ; for 
<< a good name is better than precious ointment, and lo- 
ving favour is rather to be chosen than silver and gold." 
This, however, is a happiness not always to bo 
pected by good men ; and therefore, as ov 
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teachet «8y we must ktm to do good without the «*» 
pectation of a return ham dtose to whom we <lo k. 
Paid wa& $tUl hippie th&B Movdecai, vAmi he found 
UBgrateful retuma for the ncMest serviots^ ami yet 
could ^j ia^iueerit7» ^ I am readjr to spend and bt 
spent.^or you> although the mote ahundaatly 1 kMPt 
you» the less I be loved/' If we 4I0 not 'perfbrm «Qr 
good works to be seen of iuen^ we w31 be conteai 
with the honour that cooies from God only. The fia* 
vour and gratitude of men are highly useful, by «na« 
blinx US to be atill .m^re useful to them 4 but then, 
we hare the testimony of our own hearts, diat our 
works are wrought in€iod, ^Hien thecouiae^ our 
gooflbeet is not intevrupted by bad vetums from iu 
objects *. 

« Seektog the wealth of «hit people.^ Many, V9hm 
they baire attained the utmost summit of ^th^ir wiriies^ 
become unhappy^ because ^tfaey hanre obtaiued nAnnt 
they soi^ht. Desire £ailetfa, said their hewls become 
tike a stone in them, because they-hAve nodung more 
to desire. This is the effect of ^selfishness feigning in 
the heart* Gbtt a good man ten tiines 'more weahh 
or honour than he ever desired to possess, he ia not 
unhapfiy because his 'Wiahes are -completely gratified^ , 
for he wtil still find new desires operadngin Ms Jieart. 
AltlK>ugh he has nothing more to wish lor *on his 
own account, he finds opportunities to do much good 
to others, which he did <aot formerly enjoy. His 
desires are roused by the means of executing lliem. 
Mordecai was, doubtless, richer than he ever expect* 
ed to jbe, when he was made the qoeei^'a treasurer, 
and tbe king's favourite. But thcNre wna a nation in 

wfaieli 
* Heb. vi. 9. 10. GtU vi.Dp,j^eGOgIe 



wKcfa he was deepljr ihterestedi an4 y^hith hf^ hnd 
Mw (^porttmities gben liim to ^rve. Thete <»ppor« 
tmitieft he 4td not neglect. Whilst he fakhfuUy ser- 
ved a fmct to whotn he was highly indelited, he 
Sdught, and hj all wise and honest meane prommedy 
the MT^Mi and prospcfky <rf his people. A rare ta- 
leflt wHentni9ted to him^ and he did not hi(te kin 
a napkin. When we have noditng to do for outv 
edveS) it wiU he our wisdom and happiness to do 
m«ch for others. ^ The liberal man devketh ^beral 
. things, and hy Kheral tikings shall he stand.^ 

The Jews were Mordeeafs people. Thk was-on^ 
<iioUgh iiot ihe duef, reason why he sought their 
wealth. Patriotism is certainly a virtue recommend* 
ed to tts by the best of saints. Hit aposde l^aul was 
peihi^wone treated by his <:oUD|ryi»en than ever 
aay other ttian> and yet he wotild wiUin^y&ave died 
fox diem a ibottsand 4eadi8. He magnfefiel his offiee 
as d» apostie ot the Genftiies, «that if, by any n^eans,, 
he mii^t stir up «o ^mnhitioo hk brediren actordmg 
totheiesh. 

JPaul oould not proei»e die lofe of his Unsmen, 
Uce Mosdeaii^ atahoti{^ he certainly soii^ht the wet- 
£si?e of his people mth an afieoioii no less ardent. 
The neasen^ the diffnrettce inay |>e, t&al Mordeeai 
sought their outward poeeperkyi and Paul ^Siim^ i^pi* 
isftwl adranti^. We are not to suppoee tliat Morde- 
jC$d was'caxeie^ sloo^ their spimual i»fee«fsta. HuNt 
espr^akm which we tnmBlate « the wealth/^ might 
have been rendered ^ the good'^ of his people. He 
BQi^^t thieir happiness of every kind. But his station 
f^e him opportunkiea ^^liefly to piNHnote tkek es«ei^ 
1^ prosperity. Paul laboured for their spiritual ad- 
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vaittace i and we know wliat difference men {Hit be- 
tween senrkes dAae to their bodies and servie^ done 
to their souk. If the preachers of the go^el, w^ 
call men to come ind share in the unsearchably riches 
pi Christy should caU them to come and receive thou- 
sands of gold and sUverj not one -of them w^uld hear 
Ithe imritation without a thankful compliant } and 
yet they will not come unto Christ, th^ thef might 
liave life. Alas ! how little rq;ard is paid to the 
lirordsof the Wisdom of God ;: << Receive my instnic 
tion^ and not sifarer } and knowle^e rather than choice 
goid. W(xt wisdom is better thao ruUes } and sdl the 
diii^s thatinaj be desiisd are not to be compared l» 
itV 

, *^< And speaking peace to aU his «eed.^ The gene- 
rous soul of this good man was £Iled with kindnesft to 
$he risim racej and pro^ted .die happiness of sac- 
ceedii^ yeneratioiis. << He spake peace to aU his 
^eed»" {or rather^ thdr seed). He was courteous ^ 
liis dcfc^rtment to the fow^^ xnd behaved so as 4d 
iiiscov^ a warm regard for the welfare and happinesa 
0{ the icace that should be bom* Xbus BeSar, in the 
view of laj^ a«d« hb editblftTh&amit, eaok care 
^aat Chriytaas shoidd hafre necessary truths in remem- 
brance, when they could not ei^the onpwlami^ 4>f 
liearing diem from iiis rnouA. 

The expression aeems to implyt diat HmiKoi pnv. 
cured the peace of the seed of jbcaal hf <die wordscf 
))is 'mouth. ^ Deadi and life are tn the power of the 
tongue/' Motdecai, hy his oredit with Ae king, ^n« 
2iim a lavourabl^ jopinion <tf ^ Jews, aod.^xtm- 
gttisbed all. suspidon that m^t be ^itertained by tfaut 

prince 

• FlOy. ^\\L 10. II. Pooalr- 
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ptinCe to the pr^udke of a nation, whose laws wefe 
*<yffereQt from tfee laws of other people ; aiid, by hfe 
.influei^ce with the Jews, proraoted that spirit of loyal- 
ty and good behayiour on which their welfare greatly 
depended. 

'V Few h^ve it in their power to be sach benefactors 
as Mordecai ; all have it in their power to do mixch 
hvrt ; and who has it not in his power to do :sos»e 
good ? We are not required to do what we have it 
not in our power to do, or what is not competent to 
our station. But all of us ' are bound to live under 
the influence of those tempers which were eminently 
displayed m those great saints whose examples are 
recorded in the Bible. They obtained their good re- ^ 
port through faith, which animated them in all their 
undertakings. If we live by the faith of Christ, we 
-mil be active according to the ability that God gives 
us, and the calls of his providence, in promoting his 
glory, and the best interests of men. 

Fervent charity operated in Mordecai ; and if our 
faith is genuine, it will work by love. Love is not a 
dead, but a vigorous affection* If the spirit of love 
aod faith dwell in us, we will be trees of righteous- 
ness, whose leaves will not wither, and whose fruit 
will be produced in its proper reason ; for << the fruit 
of the righteous is the fruit of a tree of life." 

If we cannot reasonably hope to do much for poste* 
rity^ we certainly may do somedung to promote the 
welfare of our own generation. If our goodness ex- 
tend not far, it may reach to parents, servants, wives, 
neighbours. Our dutiful behaviour towards them, 
our example, our prayers, may greatly promot^^^M 
present comfcnrti and their eternal welfare. Jj^E «a^ 
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And iii3i7 inay not the niost inoraridenble CbdM^ 
hope to be of some use to posterity i Ttm, ^ yo«r 
chiUrea in the £ear of God^ ind they will "be a bless- 
ing to ihe next age. Tliey will pn^bly ibUow your 
good example9 and dius you will be useful, by their 
sneauiSf to genocadons yet unborn. If you have no 
^iUreiiy you may be useful to young persons around 
you : ^ A word spoken in teasoni how good is it f 
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SERMON I. 



THE DUTY OF PARENTS TO THEIR 
CHILDREN. 



Evh; vi. #r 

Jtni%yifcuhers^ prwik^ not ytmr cbildrin to wra^bi bui 
bring tbem up in ,tbi nurture and aiim^iiiiin^ of tb^ 
Lord.. 

Jt is a common, and! a too just complaint, that te^ 
Upon 18 in a leas prosperous state amongst us, than it 
mras forty or fifty years ago. What ia the cause of 
this unhappy change ? The Spirit of God is the onlf 
author of true holiness. Why hath God withdrawn 
bis Spitit from us ? k is certainly owing to oursehrea 
that he testifies his displeasure by with*holding, in a 
great measure,, those gracious influences which were 
<9ommunicated to our father^. << The Lord is witlr 
you," said the prophet Azariah, the son of Oded, 
^ while ye be with him y and if ye seek him, he will 
be found of you } but if ye forsake him, he w ill for« 
sake you." jl^'T"^^ 

■■'•*■■ gC ■# 
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It is owing, tay some, to the difference between 
the ministers <rf former and present times, that the 
means of grace appear to produce so little effect upon 
men. And we do not deny that our hands are in 
the trespass. Our spirits are not animated with the 
same sacred fervour in the work of the Lord, as 
those of many of our faiiiers ; an J the Spirit of God 
does not crown our labours with success like theirs, 
fiut it will not be equitable, to lay the whole blame 
upon us. " Are there not wiih you, eren with you, 
sins against the Lord our God i" and such sins as 
provoke the Hdy Spirit to testify his displeasure by 
with-holding that gracious influence, without which 
we must continue in our present melancholy condition I 
When ministers do npt mAt full proof d their mi* 
nistry, can. they hope to save themselves and those 
flhvt hetir thefrt f When professors of reftgion do not 
n^, dr ttse as U they used not, the means of grace, 
can they wonder that the Holy Spirit does not Mess 
these means to their souls ? When -parents do not 
Udcm the instrucnom of cfaa Hoty Spirit^ reqoirkig 
them to tsain up thdr cluldren in the way whetein 
liiey should go^ have they any reason to be surprised 
when thor children are left by God to wdk in tlw 
way of their own hearts, and dFier the mj^t of i&eiv 
own eyes i When means by which the Sj^it uses 
to worky means prescribed by the Spirit himsdfr 
means ica obtaining the most pcecioos blesstngt^ means 
which he has encouraged us, by great and precioiis 
promises, to use witli diligence ; when such means are 
either not used at all,' or wbeii diey are used with such 
eaf«lefsaes« as makes it apparent that we pay little re« 
gard to the authority, of God, place little confidence 

in 
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in his proneiises^ and gire ourselv^t little troidile ^lie* 
tlMr we enjoy his influence or not> the ^irit himself 
is despised and grtered^ and justly proToked to leave 
us to ourselves^ that we may knpw> by sad experiencet 
how little we can do, either for ourselves^ or for those 
that are dear to us. 

It cannot be reasonably expected, that great bene- 
fit can be derived from sermons, by men who under- 
stand little of what is said to them. And much can* 
not be understood by persons uninstructed in the first 
principles of the doctrine of Christ, which ought to 
be taught by parents to their children, in the years 
of childhood. It is only once or twice in the course 
of a year, that we can give private Instructions to 
your children ; and therefore it is impossible for us 
to prepare their minds for our public instructions.* 
This is the work chiefly of parents, who are com- 
manded to bring up their children in the 'nurture and 
admonition of the Lori If you neglect this part of 
your duty, we justly impute to you a great part of 
the blame of the unsuccessfulness of our ministry. 
When men hear the wordt and understand it not, 
the devil commonly finds it easy to steal away from. 
them that little of which they may form some appre- 
hension. But how can they understand sermons, if 
they have not been taught their catechisms l Do you 
expect that ^the teachers of your schools can make 
your children to read words^ and sentences, and dis- 
courses, before jhey have been taught the letters of 
the alphabet ? As little can it be expected that ser- 
mons should be understood by those who have not 
learned the first lessons of religion. jf^^^^^fm. 



Th::t other sermons may be better under^t 
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shall endeav^our in diis discourse to persuarie you, if 
possible, to train up your children in the vay wbenm 
they should go : and for this purpose I shall eiideaiK>ur 
to explsun and enforce, 

L The caution giren to parents against provoking 
their children to wrath. 

IL The direction given them to bring up^ their 
children in the nurture, and admonition of the Lord* 
After which, I shall, 

III. Consider why the caution against provoking 
your children to wrath is joined to the command to 
bring up children in the nurture and admoni^on of 
the Lord. 

I. I SHALL endeavour to explain and enforce the 
caution against provoking your children to wrath. 

Perhaps you will say, that you love your children, 
and therefore scarcely need to have this caution ex- 
plained to you. You would be sorrow to see your 
children causelessly provoked to wrath by any person 
whatever, and therefore are not likely to provoke them 
by any part of your own conduct. 

I doubt not but you love your children ; but you 
may nevertheless need a warning against harsh be- 
haviour towards them. Is it not too well known, 
diat wives and husbands will sometimes make one an- 
other very uneasy, by harsh behaviour, or by provo- 
king language $ and yet if a third person interpose to 
terminate the difference, they will both turn against 
him, in defence of either of thi parties ? This is a 
plain evidence that love does not always ensure good 
behaviour to the object of it. They love one anodier 
too well to endure any harsh word from a third person , 
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to eUhef of tbem ; zaA yet their Ipve does not luodet; 
tMm ffom plaguing one another with rude behavioun 
I>tscretioii i$ necessary, as well as lo?e, to presfii;Ye 
you from making your wives or your children unhap« 
fij by your conduct. 

Suffer me, then, to speak a few wovds to you oon* 
cerning that behaviour which your cluldren ha?^ fit 
right to expect from you. We have heard g€ bpo^s 
about the rights of* m^i, and the rights of women. 
The rights of children, too, deserve our eowaidet^^dqo* 
They are human creatures, made after the image of 
God. « Of such is the kingdom of God." They- 
are not able to plead their rights against tyfanmt^l 
parents. Suffer me to plead on their bel^Jf.t JLda 
not^ say that any of you are tyrants in your families. 
But all of you have much-power over your children ; . 
aiid such is the present state of human nature, that 
there are few who do»not, on some occasion or other, . 
make a M^ong use of their power. David himself 
on -some occasions, made a- rash and unwarrantable- 
use of that regal> power which God gave him over 
Israel. Can you say that you are chargeable with' 
fewer errors in the use df your parental pow^r ? If 
you are, you may, however, need to be warned against 
abuses of authority, to whidi you may be prompted^ 
by temptations not yet experienced. • 

1. Te fathers^ provoke not your children to wrath, by 
austerity, or rudeness in your behaviour to your chil-- 
dren. 

, Some seefn to think, that, in all places except their 
own houses, they are bound to behave with gentle* 
ness and good manners. I am fully persuaded, not 
only that they err in making this exception, but that 

he this 
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Am mslsfce i^ die source <rf a gfwit pewt erf A&n^mf 
M bMOM l^, aed of a great part of tlMite kftqakks 
wtereby mtn ate offemied, and ^vlltw)^ God i$ di^ 
hmfmnJL 

w Whoaoeyer is angry with Us brother triAoM 
caiM, ditlt^be ki dairger of the jttdgtm^nt ^ a»l irho* 
s»6e¥er shall say to hi» btotlier, Ra€% shall be hi dan-' 
get 0f the coMd) ; but whosoever shaU say, TlWtt 
foot, shall be m datiger of heH-«re." WMl you say 
that yoa tape fiot, hi the sight of God, tlie bredireii, 
bttt the fathers of your children i But, ahhoi:^h you 
a«re Aeir ^hers, you are the children of the same 
God, iR^o made boih you^ and diem. Yoo are ne- 
d^6^ed 1^ the 'same precious blood. And because 
yott are their fathers, to tnm^^ss any of the fews of 
loif»e m yotir behaTiour to them, is a greater iniqufey 
than a Hke tramsgression in your bdiatiotnr to other 
pet^hs. TPhe more nearly we Ve rehted to a«y of 
the hufhan race, the greater are our obligations to 
perform to iftem aH the numerous d«M!ica^aip«ehind-» 
ed in the ropi hw of love ; and die greater is dM 
guilt which we contract, by doing any of those diinga 
which are forbidden in this law. 
" ^ Some parents will not scruple to caH their children 
t^iots, brutes, blockheads, asses. Is not this as bad 
as to say unto them, Raca, or, Thou rebel, (for so 
ft is probable Hie word rendered, Tkwi/ooi, signifies) ?- 
Would you tt&e it well if any other person sli^uld 
call them by such names? But why should you 
take those freedoms^ which you will not sdlow to 
other people ? You are their fathers, you say, and 
liave rights over them which none else have. Ilus 
is true. But what are these rights? .Have you a 

^ , right 
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light to treat them with indignity ^sad oiilarage» be* 
cause you ate connected wtdi thtm by a ndattott 
which binds yoo to lofe them with a ttndev afectioii i 
Because you are obliged to do them much good> b«ire 
you a rigte to do them hurt i Parmta hare surely as 
littie right, and lesi if possiUe, to be iojuiious to tfienp 
own children, than any other persons Emig. 

8ut they hare proToked you by bad behaviour f 
Well \ admonish and chastise them, and teadi them 
to behsre better* But if you treat them ymih rude^ 
ness, yoti teach them to behave wolrse. If you caii 
them bad names, you teach them to give UiQ same^ m 
aft bad names, to any persons that happen to dt^lease 
them. Will you chastise them for calUiig their b«Q^ 
thers or sisters, or any other persona, brutes or bleckr 
beads ? Yoo are btamedde to an high degree> if you 
do not. You are bbmeable to as hi^ a degree^^ if 
you punish them fos imitating yowr own conduct, un^ 
less you, at the same time, make them sensible that 
you abhor younelves for having tat^ht th««n si*ch 
lessens* 

What do you think of Saul's behaviour to bis son 
Jonathan, when he said to him in his wrath, << Thou 
son of the perverse rebelhous woman," (< Thou son of 
harlots/ as the most ancient translators understand it), 
t« Do not I know that thou hast ehosen the son of 
Jesse to thine own confusion, and to the cwfusion of 
thy mother's nakedness ?" How diftrent from such 
language was that of Abraham to his son Isaac i of 
Isaac to his sons Esau and Jacob ; of David to his son 
&>lomon! Gen. xxiii. xxvii. xxvlii. 1 Chron.xxii. But 
we scarcely need such examples to teach. us that ?pn> 
tleness of behaviour which parents owe to t^^fr^iHl^. 
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^im. Ibtore ittelf tait^t die headienft wim J»»w 
not (^kdy diat a man wbo is suxlj m his J>d^Tioar to 
his children deterres not the hononn)^ nanie of a 
farther*. 

.ParentSy e?en when they justly correct their ditl** 
dren, oug^ by no means to treat tlwm vi^ proud 
disdain, or to load diem with O{q^robrioiis qpidiets. 
What would be thou^t of a judge who slumld foad 
a criminal with insult at the time he i& pf0m>unci^g 
sentence upon him ? Fierce passkms wre never worse 
timed than when a judge gives sentence on a pannd^ 
or a fadier corrects his chiM. Correction of d^dmn^^ 
and the punishn^ent of criminals, are divine in^utiottt^ 
w^b ougl^ to be administered with all gravity^ and 
wtdi perfect calmness of temper. 

Co^ecdony^ as weU as piinishmentt. ou^t to be 
proportioned to the fault, or the crime;^ And what* 
ever the fault t>r the crime i% it n»u8t^ be remember- 
ed, that the offender hidi the honmir to be a huip^ 
creature, imd must not be tteated at a brute. Do 
you not remember the law of Moses concerning 
stripes ? Whatever the offmce wasi the offender: was 
not to receive moi% than fortfi « lest/' say^ the di^ 
vine lawgiver, « thy brother should appear- vtl^ unto 
thee.** He is sdU thy biother, whatever he ha» done; 
Thou must $dU respect him as a br<Hherf and beware 
of loading him wtdiignonnnyf when necessity reqimr^ 
that he should be punished. Thb Jiumstfie law was 
so strictly observed by the Jews, even in their worst 
degeneracy} that though they accounted Paul the m^u 

.esEeerabk 

* nsrw^.^ H*w hu This is a part of tlic cliaractct wWcti 
Homer gives to oat of his most distinguished heroes : *f H« 
ivas auLd as a fiither." % 
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execrable of men, and t^ten puniahed him wiA 9l|}fp«9, 
they never inflicted upon him the fuU number of 
forty. Shall the q^irit of this law be ku regarded by 
Christian parents, than the letter of it by Jewisb p^r^ 
aecutors? 

«• P^ents must not provoke their children to wrath 
by injustice, or unkindness, in with-4iolding from 
theth what they have good reason to e]4[)ect from the 
affectimi of a father.. 

T}K>se nien who are the instruments of being to 
their fellow-creatures, are bound to protect and che- 
rish their tender years, and to provide whatever is 
ne^ssary for them, till they are in a ^condition to 
provide for themselves. If children find th^mselves^ 
left destitute of needful provision and support, by the 
idleness, the procUgality, or avarice of their panents, 
they must be ten^ted to complain and fret at such 
barbarous u^ge, when they come to thosje years at 
wUch they can £ocm a judgement of the cause of their 
distress; and diese years sooner arrive than some pa^ 
rents suppose. If a man provide not for those of his 
own house, he is worse than the infidels. He has less 
un^terstaikUng t^ the beasts of the fieldi or than the 
fowls of heaven, except the ostridi* 

Children have a right to expect from their parents 
food and clothing suited to their ctrcums^iM^eSy to- 
gether with such other comf(Hrts and Qimvenienoes as 
are .generally enjoyed by the childrm of parents of 
equal rank ; and, therefore, parents t^npc their chil- 
dren to be angry wiith them, when ibey are compel- 
led, by excessive frugality on die part of their fathers, 
to blush and hide their heads at their own mean ap- 
pesn^ice, in the presence of young persons whose 

parents- 

Digitized by LjOOQIl 



fl5^ TIB mm OF F4XtN» 

fwrisiti «re cot richer than their own, nor4i^]eO^ ld> 
dirow awvf their utonejr on raperfluitieft. 

I un speaking to j^enta only, aiuLnot t$t cbildreny 
nor to other people, who haTe no ri^t to judge of 
the behaviour of parents to their childreni asd who, 
if the J judge at all, must judge without proper evi- 
dkn^. I said, that parents oii^ht to make suc& al-p^ 
lowances of necessaries or coaTeniencies to tb^ir ^iI-» 
dren as their income will permit, not such as their 
station^ tn common estimation^ may seem to require*. 
To pfoportion men's ezpeaces to their statical, ra^ 
ther than their income, is erne of the greatest follies 
in the world. It is the cause of eemtimtal misery to 
many of mankind, and leads to much wickedness.^ 
Now, parents are the only good judges of their own 
ctrcumstafnces, which are but rery mipcrfitttly knowa 
to their neighbours, an4 perhaps sdll more imperfectly 
to dieir.own childron. Ypu are i)Ol, therefoit, young 
persons, to ^re ear to those impert«iaDtt.m«Uhrrs^ 
other peoj^'s aflUrs, who tell you that your parents 
are not genefous in their behaviour to you. I faane 
given to your parents my advice to treat you with 
that justice and generosity, which maybe espeeted 
from thar affection to the fruit of their own bo^&^s. 
But both yott and I must leave the applkation of this 
instntoti^ to their own parudence. We bive'no 
right, nor have we diat kn^njedge of Aeir situation^ 
which might enable us to mention piurticiilars« It^tt 
very possible that some of your parems may ourvy 
their frugality^ too far iq tl^ allowance they make 
you ; but you have no r%ht tq tUnk that ^y do 
s(^ or to beHevs diem who tell joxl so, uidess better 
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ptoel eottld be ^hre& (£ k d^ti can be cotnrMmlj 
had. 

Although parents may be in circumstances which 
Tender k difficult for them> they ought not to Mrith- 
bold from their chakben, grown up to proper agi^ 
the necessary means of enabling them to provide far 
themselves, by »:qiiiriixg skill in some profession suited 
40 thei* genius and their incKna«k>ru If industry is 
required from all men, it must be incumbent on pa- 
jentft to do what lies in their power to quafify their 
chiWren for some land of industry that may be useful 
td themselves, aiol to the puldic. Amongst one of 
the wisest nations of antiqxiity, it was a law, that the 
man who did not . cause his children to be taught 
some uatful profession, shouM Iteve no cfeim upon 
than for support,, wfcen himself became infirm through 
stcknetts m old age. I do not comnoend this law. It 
would not beeooie €farideiana t<^ act aceordieg tey its 
epitti towards their parents. Wkit I infer from it is^ 
that pareMS). in titt eatimatioa of the wise, act tm^trst*- 
}y «o dor chikfaren, and tetnpt tbeaii to give place to 
te aea t nl e itt against t^ instruments of their own be^ 
iagp. idwn they gtttdge t^e expence and tro«Me ne- 
cessary to prepare their children for making that figure 
im tiiQ wei^ wfak^ might be expected from the sta* 
Mm and drcuntstaiiees. ci ti^ir parents. 

9. Paftt^y in bdiaviour to chikh^n is certainly 
tmjttSttfisOile in parents. 

But let me not be mistaken. I do not say that p^ 
r^&e oug^ eidiief to k)ve aH their children equally,* 
or to afect the a^pearwce of an equal kire to them 
jfi. Who v(^ say that Jacob sinned in loving JosenJ 
more itan Us brethr^ wh^ Joseph so well ^^^^ 
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to be lofed above them all? And yet it wilt not Be 
easy to free him from die charge of indiscretion, in 
dtsttngttidling* htm so remarlcaUy by singular testimo- 
nies. oC hlft^ love, when lie might have been so justljr 
api^rdbensive of some bad efiects from it, considering 
what he knew of the haughty znJt passionate temper 
erf 9omt of his other sons, Gen^ xxxviL 

Parents ave not to be bbmed'fov distingoishing, by 
die tenderness erf their love,, such of theiv children ad^ 
Qee4) above odiers, parental pity to soothe them un* 
der infiitidtties or mis£omme». God ia pleased to il<^ 
Ittstrate tlie tenderness of his^ mercy lo his people, by 
die pity oS a Uithm or » mothev to their distressed efi^ 
spring, Psak ciii. ». Issk^ Ixvi. IS. 

Far«tts are not tmji^ in giving peculiar marks erf 
their i^Rsetion to those children who have merited ir 
by tbfir pietyt their prudence, the sweetness of therp 
temparst their induttfy tn acqomttg u«Ad atoona^idifc 
meat9f their virttMius- actiens, Aetr a^achii»eftt to 
their pin^ents, their kiadaeas to thttr br^tten an# 
testers, their discreet and kfaid beheviour to friencb or 
stiai^^. << A wise son maketb a gbd £E^er;^ 
why may he not express his gladness f Can any child 
of the femily, who, las not merited such regsord, take 
it sanm 4iat he should l Such a child n^ust not only 
be dettkute of wisdom, but blind to its beauties } and 
di^e it n0 bc^) witlvDut a miracle of grace, that a 
regard either to God or man wtli ever maJce him wiser 
liu^heisK 

But parents provoke dietr children u> wrath, when 
they hate some, and love others of diem, though their . 
children have given them no reason to make diis ini»^ 
dious distinction > ot when they make a. difference be^ 

^ tweea 
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t?«reclh them, ftr exceediag the causes Aat h»r€ been. 
given. Distinctions founded in reason and rd^km 
mzj be attended with good efiects. They are j/mt 
^icauragements to virtue^ p^y^ and dutiful beha-> 
yiour, on the one side ; on the other side, they are 
discouragements to sm and foUy. But di$tii;K:tipnft 
that are arbitrary and caprici<Mis can do no gOfiKi> and 
^ill probably do much eviL Tour favouiite chitd, 
we hope, will not be cast into a deep pit» or sold into 
Egypt by his brethren; b|it, what is. worse for him^ 
he maybe swelled with vanity and arrogance.) Im 
icaay learn to despise hisbrethren> and even to. treat 
with inisolence th« father that cannot prevAil upoa 
himself to find fault with any thing that he do^u 
You may, bei^ldes, draw upon ^n the: envy of hit 
brethren^ which will more thsm counterbakmce all the 
fsmU of your partial favour. Had .not the tord been 
«n Joseph's side, and. turned all hi& cala^iities m% 
Ue8siiigi» the envy of hk hretbnen^ although they ha4 
f either killed Mtot, 9M .him» would have done him 
iruore. hu3rt, suid |^f eft him aK>re pain» thaa his father't 
{partiality could have.given hitn pkasure* > 

, There ia the more meed of warimig parents agsnnsi 
groundless partialities to their children, that we find 
the best men too much disposed to indulge them, and 
the wisest men too little sensible of the mischiefs that 
may be produced. by ihem. Wh9 would have thou^t 
(Jut Isaac would love Esau better than Jacob, when 
ja divine oracle liad declared, that the elder should 
seiTe the. younger ? especially a^fter the plain proofs 
vrhkh Jacpb> no doAsbt, gave of his piety, whilst h^ 
was yet in his fatlwr's house* And little. 4id Is aac^ 
thmk) whilst he was induing his .ill-judged 
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litf, dm hs wat umpdag hia bdbvdl BdeiaAi t^ 
impote a chtat upon himself ia anqonctiefi witk the 
best of hit sons, or that he was sowiog titt* seeds ^f » 
bloody dissension amongvt his. ddldiesy and his^cbit* 
dren^s cfaiLdven tx> mianf generations. That behavionf 
•f Jacob, which gave rise to an anger thtt did tear 
pexpetvaUy, and to wmch which was kept for eirer^ 
%O0ic it» rise in part from Isaac's unjutt dengn to giv« 
the blessing to his eldest son, who had afaready forfeit* 
ed the birtb'iight by his pofane conducti and who 
was ueiwr entitled to the biessix^. 
' Partiality in dktribiitiiDg the possessions or goods ol 
Ae fether amongst hi» children, is inconsistent with 
jiMiee. We do not deny chat parents may justly 
give much more to one child of the famity than to 
another ^ nor are they boand to account to strangers 
for the {reference. But a great inequality, witbotti 
mvf other reason but the will of die father, cannot bt 
justified. Why should all his chi^dcen but one be 
left beggars, for the sake of a fawmite i Are they 
not all equally related to fahaa ? Have they not aU 
their virtues and their faults ? if some havi? distin* 
guished themsehes by their virtues, or bf dieir faults, 
it will not be unjust to make them sensible of their 
father's sense c^ their conduct. Jacob was not to be 
blamed, but conmiended, for leaving the double por- 
tion to Joseph. He was, indeed, guided by thie Spirit 
of God, in giving this instance of regard to that son 
who was the shefSierd and the stone of Israel, and in 
the dissatis&ction he expressed with the conduct of 
his three olitest sons, in the fareweS bkstings given to 
his family. But many parents, by thenr last settlement, 
^>pear to be ju:tuated by Ae qpirh of the wodd, 

which 
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which prompts them to toballtheh' yotmger dnldren, 
to enable the eldest to keep up the honour of the fa^ 
smly. 

'Why shouH dau^ters liave a trifle left them, 
when peritaps all the sons hare a rich proirisioit, 
thou^ daughters have not the same means m thek- 
fower which ihc sons have to impnnre their cond^ 
tion ? Caughters are oftexr found to' love their father 
iKtter than his sons, mid zre less likely to squan- 
4xir away the fruils of his goodness.' When partiali- 
ty in th^ £artlwr depmes them of what they had 
season to expect, are liiey not tempted to indulge those 
^mtiments which ave the common eilkis of unre- 
quited aflFectkm ? 

The offs^nring of ikst marriages have sometimea 
iieen deprived of their rights^ to gratify a seomd wife. 
But why idioiild die dead be injured for the sake of 
ihe living? Your deceased friends may be still 
wroriged or favoured in the persons of their living re- 
inresentatkes. if yon loved your wi& whife she 
Jhred, she has done notlnng since die was taken from 
you to merit what is J90 less unjustifiable dian an alie- 
nation of your regard. But, if you did not love her so 
w-ell as you do die present, her jchiUren are still en- 
titled to justice from their father* The law of Mwee 
dbsolntely prohibited the Jews from making the son of 
a beloved wife the heir of the dovMe portion, instead 
of the son of a wife diat was hated. I do not say 
ihat this la^ binds us in the letter of it ; but it cer- 
tainly teaches us, that it is injustice in parents to pre- 
fer some of their children to others, equally deserving 
of regard, from a partial attachment to thei^ 
then 
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4* Children must not be provoked to wrath by vio- 
Jence done to their consciences. 

Conscience must be regulated by knowledge and 
judgemetit. Till knowledge is gained by enlighten* 
mg the consciences of young persons, parents certain- 
ly hxfe a right to direct their religious behaviour ; and 
it is the duty of parents to afford them all the means 
in their power/ to enaUe them to form a judgement 
ibr themselves, and to endeavour to convince them of 
^ihe truth and importance of those doctrines whicli 
appear to themselves to be founded in the Bible. But 
diey must by no means claim any po^rs which can 
•lielong to none but the Lord of conscience, the Law* 
giver, who is able to save and to destroy. 

Amongst lite difierent forms of religious profession, 
which ftre too numerous amongst us, you no douVt 
believe your own to be the best. I believe so too. "Wfe 
.would deserve damnation for our hypocrisy, if we so- 
knmly professed a belief of any religious principles, 
whidi dkl not appear to us to be agreeable to the mind 
of God. And therefore it must be very desirable to 
•us, that our children should nake the same profession, 
4f they can' view die truths of religion in the same 
-light with ourselves. If they cannot be convinced by 
- our arguments, or their own inquiries, that we are in 
the right, we must not be displeased with them, be- 
cause they dissent from us« The rights of conscience 
are sacred. We step into the throne of God, and 
-claim honours equal to his, if we require even our 
ovm children to make a profession of religion which 
pleases ourselves, rather tiian a profession which ap- 
pears to them to please God. 

What advantage 'can we propose by urging them 
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to associate ih d^iKch-feUowsbip with that hody xsi 
Christians with wluch we are connected, unless we 
-can convince them that >©ur paiticulat form of pro- 
fession is warranted by scripture? We may make 
;them hyppcrites, but cannot ms^e them believers ; 
and it is of little importance what profession they 
makes <Jr whether they make any at all, if they ar^, 
in their profession, dissemblers with God. I should 
•irather have said, that it were better for them entirely 
to lay aside all profession of religion, than to profets 
j>efore God what they do not believe with their 
Jiearts. Wretched ami wicked are the men who 
make no pretensions to any religion, but not so 
iwretched and wioked as those men who wilfully com- 
pass God about with lies and deceits, as all those men 
ido^vho profess, before God, any thimg which they 
do not believe. 

I am far from meaning, by any thing I have said, 
4:hat it is not a matter of importance in religion, to be 
^tedfast in th»t form of precession which w^ think it 
OUT duty, upon proper examination, ^to make« We 
4Xiust first prove all things, and then hold fast ^at 
which is good. But that which is our duty, is the 
4uty of our children also. They ought first to prove, 
and then to hold fast. To hold fast, without having 
proved, is behaving neither like Christians, nor Rke 
honest men. I greatly dislike the religion of Popery, 
^nd yet I tlank it far better to be a conscientious Pa* 
j)ist, than lo want honesty ; and, amongst all our 
transactions, honesty is most requisite in our dealings 
3vith God. He is the Searcher of hearts, and will 
not be mocked. 

There is, indeed, one piece of deference in reli. 

gion 
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pon doe to parehte, juld ilutf hsare good reason to be 
displeased with their childfefi» if it is not paid to 
them. Children certainlj ought to associate in the 
public exercises of religion with their parents, till' 
they can chuse foor themselves what appears to be 
good. Thejr ou^ not to desert that profession in 
which they have been trained np, because it is less 
fashionable than others^ or because it may oblige 
them to a stricter course of religion^ or from any other 
motives but a penuasion, upon due e^mminatimi^ that 
some other form of CSbristian profession is more agree* 
able to the nund of God* To alter a reHgtous profes* 
aioQr h^ which young persons have been educated^ on 
snj othar ground, is not only extremely disrespectf id 
to thw parents, butexoeedingly offensive to God, and 
cannot be reconciled with diat godly sincerity ix^fich 
is essential to the Christian character. 

Parents haive undoubtedly a right to deal widi their 
children on Ais subject, and to learn what are their 
reasons for joining in a religions communion different 
bom their own^ But they ou^ to make the same 
allowance for their tiiildren that Aej require for 
themselves. If their children appear to act from bad 
IBC^iveSf or without motives, they should admoni^ 
them of the infinite importance oi dealing sincerely, 
and in the exercise of their best judgement, with Gody 
who will bring every work into judgement. But if 
their children appear to act sincerely, according to 
the best judgement which they can form, their pa- 
rents have no right to deprive them of the privileges 
of children, for differing in sentiment from them- 
selves. 

« He that doubtedi is damned if he eat ; and what- 

^ , so^er 
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»o0vev k not of iaith fe «in " This maxim is of srjery 
jcomprehensirc import, xmd is :no Jess applrcable io 
our -finrms of reHgio*B ptxrfession, tbau to <tbe dissputes 
which took place In the church of Ae Roiiians, when 
Paul wrote his epfetle to them. Most iaastaontly, any 
part of ouridigiofus ppofesaon which is iiot icf Saitli 
is sin 4 and it caimdthe of faith, unless Jt is faxmded 
upon the word of God, sjrhich we all acknowledge to 
be the rule, and the only rule, of religion. We can- 
not believe, if the scripture is the rule of faith, that 
any point of doctrine or practice is an article of re- 
ligion to be professed and held fast by us, unless we 
can find it in scripture. That persuasion which de- 
f *nds upon the authority of persons, cannot be any 
part of that religion which is regulated purely by the 
word of God. Our fathers may communicate to us 
what they please of their goods, and may give us 
good instructions ; but they can give us no part of 
their faith. They may, indeed, persuade us to believe 
many things upon /their authority, and these things 
may be true and good : but they are no points of faith 
to us, till we know and believe them upon a higher 
authority. 

On thewhole, it is the duty of parents to remember 
that they once were children themselves, and to govern 
their sons and daughters with that mildness, and at- 
tention to their happiness, with which they wished to 
be themselves treated in their early years. Childhood 
and youth, under the direction of good parents, are 
a happy period of life, perhaps the only happy pe- 
riod which is ever to be enjoyed. Why should youn 
persons be deprived of a happy day, or even 
hour, but for their greater happiness ? All oij 
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nections with one another are intended, by a gracious 
Providence, to make us happy ; and they are pervert- 
ed and abused, when they are not improved for this 
purpose. It must not, however, be forgotten, that 
our happiness in youth or age depends not on unre- 
strsuned liberty. If parents wish to see their children 
happy, let them beware of provoking them needlessly 
to wrath, lest they be discou;:aged. 



SER. 
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TriE DUTY OF PARENTS TO THEIR 
CHILDREN. 



Eph. VI. 4f. 



Jindf ye fathers^ provoke not your children to wrath ,• hut 
bring them up in the nurture and admonition of tic 
Lord* 

II. Let parents be careful especially to << bring up 
their children in the nurture and admonition of the 
Ijord.*' By « the Lord'' we are to understand the 
Lord Jesus Christi our Saviour, and the Author of 
our religion. « TTie nurture and admonition t)f the 
X«ord/' is that course of discipline and instruction 
which becomes believers in Christ, which is appoint* 
ed by Christ, which is well-pleasing to him, which 
fits young persons to be followers of the Lord, which 
he is ordinarily pleased to bless, as the means of faith 
in himself, and of obedience to his laws. More par« 
ticularly, 

1 . Educate your children in the knowledge of 
Christ, and of their duty. 

It is a great benefit to us who live in Scotland, that 
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we were required, in our younger days, to commit 
that most excellent of human compositions, die Shorter 
Catechism, so exactly to memory, that we can scarce- 
ly forget the words of it, as long as our memories 
are able to retain any thing. Be i»ot less careful of 
the grandchildren of your fathers, than they were of 
you. See that they learn, and tlwit they remembef, 
the instructicms of il^tKi^, which eomtains idhnost 
every doctrine and duty of our religion within such a 
short compass, that it can be bought for one of the 
smallest of our coins, n^ be read in half an hour, 
and may be easily learned by heart in the space of 
1 07 days, although a few minutes only of each day 
be employed for the purpose. 

But the words wtuck the Holy <Shost tieacbetbi 4l*e 
the grounds of oar belief x)f every ivligicwis tr«rth; 
and there is an energy in them which exceeds 4itt ^u- 
man compositions, as much as the sound of thunder 
exceeds^ a whisper. '1^ yctir diiMven, thereforiK, hj 
1^1 means, learn the proofs armexeS, in some of ^yimr 
tittle catechisms, to die wrioas questions. I will ndt 
t^ke it upon me to commend aa^y farts of scriptnse, 
as if ihey eic<:elled all other paits of it ; but the|nroo£s 
from scriptui^ adduced, in *yonr small catechisms, .to 
establish the Yariou^ attities of jrc3%ion» are not, 'Oor* 
Mainly, itifi^ior In value :snd ^isefshiess to anyotber. 
•passages df the Bible, and desdrve to ije ^imprinted on 
oxnr memories, for the :sake of those doctrines which 
-they escal)lish. 

There are other small catechisms well knorwn to 
you, whic^ may beof great use to parents, as well 
as children, because they wQl eriaHe diem, withj 
advantage and ease, to /explain iAelmportaAt truths 
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of ottt 4feftaar datechisiii. I wi^ that tliey were 
more useA than llie^r aic> kf ftr9o«& o£ matUte age i 
for there are iiiiestmt- in Aem which maoj young, 
<^ even BtidkUe^^gedi peraosiSy omnot aaiswer. I would 
1M% howler, ngorousty insist on young p^sons 
leamii^ them so exactly as the Shorter Catechkm. 
If they learn them ao weU aa to understattd the Shorter 
C^atechtsm by mm» oi the«> the chirf deaigxi of them 
ia gained. 

Let parei^ encourage, oi eren request, public 
teachers to teach their children the questions of the 
Cttetechism. But this is not all that is necessary for 
them. Let parents themselves hear their childrea re- 
peat the questions, and endeavour to make them un- 
derstand what they repeat, as far as they cao be sup- 
posed capable of understanding it ; for it cannot be 
expected that they should be able to understand even 
the Shorter Catednsm in every part, and in its ut- 
moet extent of meaning. Hie time and l^iour, how^- 
ever, are not hMt, which are bestowed on every part 
of it Having the quetti<»»s ia their memories, they 
will find them of great use when they are able to un- 
derstand them better 

Besides the ineapacity ol children to understand 
every part of the Catechism, there is another thing 
which ought to be considered, that it is difficult, if 
possible, to engage them to attend to the meaning of 
the truths contained in it» For this reason, it appears 
to roe highly expedfent to try another' method of 
drawing their attention to the capital truths of our 
religion. The method I mean is, to ;nake them early 
acquainted with the history of the Bible, by repeating 
it in theit eai^ as soon as they are disposed to listen 
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to it, which they will be before they am able to read 
it» and long before they can deri^ mildi profit ftem 
the reading. It happens yery ditadTantageously to o«r 
young people in North Brttatn, that the langimge ge- 
nerally spoken is very different, in multitudes of words, 
from the language which we read. Young persons, 
therefore, hare learned to read long before they can 
form d&it apprehensions ol the meamng of what dtey 
read 5 nor can they be expected to pay the same at- 
tention to the meaning of what they read, as of what 
they hear. A minute discourse from the mouth of 
one whom they respect, will give them, in their ear- 
liest years, more knowledge than an hour^s reading, 
if he adapts his manner of speaking to tbdr under- 
standing and to their taste. Nor will it be (iifficuk 
for him to know when they understand and relish what 
he says* Tell them the story of Joseph in a manner 
suited to their years, and their eyes will be fixed upon 
you. They will drink in your wmds as the' earth 
^ipketh in the rain. They will almost weep irhen 
you speak of the pit, and of the tears of Joseph. They 
will beg to hear the story an hundred times. They 
will submit to any task you may chuse to impose ou 
them, if you will give them stories about Joseph, or 
Elijaht or Daniel, or the three children, 
. When you teach them the histories of the Bible, 
you teach them, its most important doctrines and pre* 
. f epts ; for they are contained in the fiK:ts which you 
relate, or arise out of them so naturally, that they 
will impress themselves upon the minds of your ch^- 
dren, whether you mention them expressly or not. 
What though they cannot tell you what is' meant . by 
the almightiness of God, when you hfve .given ^m 
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the history of the creatkm ? They do not yet under- 
stand what is. meant by the words used in expressing 
that attribute of the Most High 5 but they see that 
God does every thing he pleases by the word of his 
power. Or what though they cannot tell what is 
meant by original sin ? When you have told them the 
story of Adam's falli and of the introduction of death 
into the world by his sin, do they not see as plainly^ 
^s they can be made to see it^ tl^at man was made in 
9 holy and happy state^ and that he is now in a state 
pf sin and misery ? When you give them the history 
of the birth, of the life, of the death, of the resur- 
rection of the Son of God, have they- not hear4 the 
great doctrines that relate to pur redemption ? Have 
you not taught them all that you can teach children, 
of the grace and glory of our Redeemer ? and if the 
Spirit of God giye the blessing which you se^k and 
expect to.your instructfonsj are* they not prepared to 
love and trust the only Savipur i 
. By su^ ix^structions as these, it may be h<^d 
j^at they will, with ease, be enabled, in a few years, 
to form a f^r clearer judgement than they could do 
>vithout them, of the iruths taught in their catechisms. 
They will know what is /meant by. Christ's offering 
up of himself a sacrifice to satisfy divine justice ; 
what is meant by the righteousness of Christ imputed 
to us ; what is meant by the Spirit's supplication of 
the redemption purchased by Christ. For they have 
already often heard how the Son of God came- into 
the wodd, how he fulfilled all righteousness, how. he 
became obedient unto death, even the death, of the 
fross, and how he sent his Spirit to. men^ after he 
l^ken up to heaven. 
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Sut, heiote tliey can fonn tkese appfelicnaions' of 
the doctrines of religion, which persem of ttiatme 
age leam, Mntfc advantage^ fronf system* of divinky, 
they may^ probably deme another advantage of m- 
fcikely greater corweqwence. The things which they 
have heen twfght> ntoy be the seed of true f adth, and 
ef hdyobedtenee, tfcrowgh^ the effectual working of 
the Messed Spirit. .Whe» Peter «oM GowieKiis the 
leading facts of the lii^ory of Je^cw, iwtermingliiJg hi* 
iti»course wkh $t few olwei^afios*^ rtafurall^ coaneeted 
with the*tt, the Spirit of God came . upon Cornciiuy 
and his- frienfdt^. When the ^poBtl^s pieaebed the* 
goepel etery wfcere, the great subject of Ae}r *9- 
ronrses' wat the things recorded by the evangeli^^ 
the Kft, the work^, the Sfuflfertngs,' the de^, the re- 
$Ta:yrectiott, and exalfsTrioft-of our I^rd. And where- 
ever riie gO»ffel wars^ preached, the ^tj of the holy 
wx)m^tt that poffted oil on Ms hefid was told. 

Will it be asked stilly What ^nthorilf I hate fa Tt<^ 
commendl dnti modeof teachrngT Do ydm not re- 
member that learo stiff tatight hia dfsc^letf, and tihe 
multittrdesv as they were able to hear and widerstand ? 
If yott are foDowiers of Jesus, teach yoor chihken as 
they are able to- hear. What wouM yo« thmfc of mi- 
nisters who preacfc sefmofw tO' their audiences, that can 
be understood only by^ students of divinity f Wbwld 
they not be worthy to be turned ott of thehr pdpk» ? 
Do not parents owe the same Cdfe to tibeir children, 
that preachers owe to their hearers ? 

«♦ Because the preacher was wise, he still taught the 
people knowledge, and" that he might ^o k effectual- 
ly, <«he sought to finji out acceptable words." Indeed^ 
if your words are not acceptable to your hearers, you 
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«iay speak as much, and bring forth as much hidilen 
knowledge as you please, but you will neither receive 
thanks, nor can you have the reasonabld prospect of 
doing good ; and I do not think you will find out any 
method of teaching ,that will be more acceptable to 
young persons, than that which I have been recom- 
mending. 

The 78th psalm may safely be commended as one 
of the most useful in the whole sacred collection ; and 
one to which we ought to pay a very particular at- 
tention, if the address with which it begins i^ divine- 
ly authorised. Now, in this psalm we have a speci- 
men of the manner in which the ancient believefa 
taught their children the truths of God, and nourished 
them up in the word* of faith and of sound doctrine. 
«^« Give ear, O my people, to my law,** says the holy 
psalm-writer; " incline your ear to the words of my 
mouth. I will^ open my mouth in a parable ; I will 
titter dark sayings of old, vVhlch we h^e heaM ^tdt 
known, and our fathers have told us." Whirt were 
those^ things which their fathers had told them ? The 
facts which Moses and Joshua, and oth^ prophets,, 
recorded in their histories. And as their fathers had 
told them these pieces of history, they were bound, 
in duty to their fathers, to God, to tlieir own chil- 
dren, to speak of them to the rising race, and might 
promise themselves the happiest effects from such in- 
structions. « We will not hide them frdni thelrcMli 
dren, shewing to the generation to come the praises 
of the Lord, and his strength, and his wonderful 
works that he hath done." Tliey did no more than 
God had commanded them to do, when they shew- 
ed to their children the praises *^f the Lord, and 
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kit strefigthy and his wonderful works. ^ For he ee^ 
lilisbed a testimony in Jacob, and appointed a law i& 
Israel, which he commanded our fathers that they 
ehould make them known to their children ; that the 
generation to come might know them, even the chil- 
dren which should be borii» who diould arise and de- 
clare them to their children, that they might set their 
hope in God, and not forg^ the works of God^ but 
keep his commandments/' 

We are all commanded to speak of the works of 
God to one another; and how can we pretend to 
be lovers of God, if we reckon this cpmmandmeht 
grievous ? Parents, in particular, are required to speak 
of the works of God to their children. << These 
^words,'' says Moses, << which I command thee this 
day, shall be in thine heart, and thou shalt teach them 
diligently to thy duldren, and shah talk of them when 
thou sittest in thine house, and when thpu walkest 
)b^ the way, when thou liest down, and when thou 
risest up.'* This precept, as its importance well de- 
serves, is found, almost in the same words, in two 
different passages of the concluding exhcMtations of 
Moses to his beloved nation of Israel, Deut. vi. 6.— - 
9. xi. 18.— 21.. ^< These words which I command 
thee :" What words ? Not merely the laws which 
were to be observed by the people, but the histories 
recorded by Moses, in which alone the meaning of 
many of them is tp be founds and by whith they are 
all powerfully enforced. When the histories were for- 
gotten, the laws were disiegarded, or the observance 
of them was perverted into a mere form» or into 
something worse. How could it be otherwise^ when 
the express intention of several of the laws was to 

preserve 
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pteserve alnrc the remembrance of dieworfcs^of the 
Lord, to excite the curiosity of those who had not 
yet heard of them, and to give to parents a favourable 
opportunity for communicating the knowledge of them 
to their children. The cMrdinafice o£ the Sabbath was 
intended to keep up the remembrance of the work of 
creation. The ordinance of? circumcision was in* 
tecKied to keep- up the remembrance. of God's gra- 
cious covenant made whli Abraham, and command* 
cd to a thousand generations. Various other ordi- 
nances were appointed to preserve the remembrance 
of what the Lord did in Egypt, and at the Red Sea, 
and in the wilderness. " And it shall be," said Moses 
concerning the law of dedicating the first-born to the 
]U>rd, « when thy son asketh thee in time to come, 
iWhat is this ? then thou shalt say unto him, By 
strength of hand the Lord brought us out of Egypt, 
from the house o£ bondage. And it came to pass, 
when Fharaob-would hardly let. us go, that the Lord 
slew- all dke firstborn in the land of Egypt, both the 
first-born of man-* and the first-bom of beast; there- 
fore I sacrifice unto* the Lord all that openeth- the 
matrix, being males; but ail the first-iborn of my 
phildren L redeem," Exod.xiii. 14^.-16. A like in* 
junction is given to the people concerning the feast of 
the pa^o(vet, .£x^. xli.- 

< When Israel was^a child> God loved him, and calU 
ed hi^ son out oi Egypt, and led him -about, and in- 
structed him, as a father does the son whom he desires 
to train up in the way wherein he should go. J^nA 
ojEie of the ways whei^by he instructed him, was by, 
d«fe<^ting Moses to write, for hir use, a history of all 
the z^ost wonderful things that the Lord had done, 
M6 from 
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from the tme that mai was fdind fq^ the eavdb 
M God svimA the means of lumwWdge antl grace to 
the state of his chmrch when she was yet in har ehiki* 
hood, Ofight not parents to suit thetr instmctions to 
die capacity o£ their children also, and to place b^re 
ffaeir eyes those sensible di^lxys of divine trodi w:th 
which we are furnished in so neh abcmdance by God 
Mmself ? And if those dlpco^eries of di?in^ thiiq^ 
wfak^ stuted the chiidfaood of the church were eflec- 
tnal means of faith ^nd salvatbn> who can doubt bat 
means of iiBtmction, stnttd to the tender age of owe 
own children, may be attended with the same happy 
eiRficts? GaLiy. 

' The duties of reKgion may be tavgfat with great ad^ 
vantage in the saine way. TeU diem of the faith of 
Abraham^ of the c^rtanon, of the Syrophcflncian 
woman, of Fasl^ that you may teach them to tely on 
the power, on the mercy, on the word of God. When 
you tell them the history of Joseph, you teach them 
to obey their parents, to lote their brethr^i, to for- 
gire injurks, to bear afflictions, ta^ alitor sii», even 
when it prdmises the greatest advantagesy and to resist 
temptations to sin, at the riisk of Hbeityand life. Tell 
them how Jesas lived, and bow fee died, and you 
teach them every virtue. 

Whilst the disciples of Jesus were yet but children 
in understanding, he put them in mhvd of the miracle 
of the loayes, when they were afraid of wanting bread, 
and censured them for not drawing that (x>ncluston 
which naturally arose from the^iwrswle. 
, Our Lord exemplifies another meti^ of instnur- 
tion, which may be very ptoficabiy used with: ehifchfth 
by parents qualified to use it widi advantage. He 
^ drew 
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drew Ae most pfecbus instrucAms fronv mclh oh* 
jccts ae "wwe b«$t known to them, and often, pei> 
haps, when these obj^ts were present to thei? view. 
At a feast, he spoke of that feast of fat things which 
is set before us in the gospel. It is probable, that some 
KBes were in the view of the disciples, and rfwt they 
beheld some fowls iying about in Ae air, when Je- 
sus said to them, « Behold the fowls of the air- 
Consider the lilies of the field/' Mattb. Ti 26.-5^ 
Luke, xiv. John, Ti. S7* 

I might farther observe, that we are not bound to 
confine ourselves to the hietoi ies of seripture, in teach* 
mg youf^g per^na what they are tob^eve concerning 
Ck)d, and what duty Gdd requires ef masi. It will 
be of great.use to them, when they are qualified 4o 
profit by it, to entertain them with some accounts of 
€kMi's dealings v^kh the Christian church, in various 
places of the worid, and especiaHy in our ow» Iand„ 
and to set before them the brightesr examples of virtue 
which the annals of our fbrefed^ers, or any odier un- 
inspiiied writings- fumi^. Scripture itself often refers 
us to human histories for useful information, Esther, 
X. 9, Numbw xxi. 

2. Parents must bving up their clnldren in the t>Br* 
ture and admonition of the Lord, by die due exercise 
of parental authority €)ver them. 

<< I know Abraham,** says the Lord, « that he will 
command his children and his household after him, 
to keep the way of the Lord, to do judgement and 
justice." If Abraham had only told his fannly what it 
was fit for them to do, if he had only advised ^md 
urged them to do tbek duty, witfiout enjoining tho.m 
td do what was agreeable to die mind of ^ 
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would not bav€ obtained this commendation from the 
Lord. Eli told his children that their conduct wa& 
ytty offensive to God, and would be followed with^ 
fatal consequences to themselves ^ but because he did 
not exert his authority to enforce his admonitions, the 
Lord justly complained of him ^s a partner in the wic-^ 
kedness of his sons, and threatened to inflict such ven-^ 
geance on the house of Eli, as would qause the- ears- 
of all that heard of it ^o tingle* 

Eli was, indeed, more than a father to his sons^ 
for he was the judge of Israel^ and ought to have in. 
flicted on them the penalties of the law ; but any^ 
father of such sons m Israel, might, by a. legal pro-^ 
cess, hav^ procured the executbn of thes9 penalties ; 
and although we are neithier in Eli's station, nor under 
the political laws of the Jews,, yet we are kings in our 
own families, and ought to have our children in sub-^ 
jection, for the Lord hath giv^n the father honour 
oyei^ his children, and hath established jthe authority: 
of the:mother over her sons. 

When you find it requii^d in those who are to be 
invested with the office of bishops, that they must 
« have their childrto in subjection viiih all gravity,? 
you are not to think that other parents are left at li* 
berty to suxrender the authority with which God hath 
entrusted them over their children* When God will 
admit none into the sa^ed ministry that knows not 
how to govemhis own house, he sets a mark of bis 
disapprobation upon all those parents, who, through 
sloth, or weakness, or foolish fondness, suffer their 
children to do what they please, 1 Tim. iii. 

What would you think of a king, -who was so a- 
verse to severities in his administration^ as to suffei; 

every 
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every manJn bis dominions to do what he pleased I 
Could the worst tyrant in the world do more to make 
his subjects miserable and wicked ? 'Jhe mischiefs 
that would result to a single family from the want of 
due controul) would bear the same proportion to the 
state of such a king's dominions, as a family bears to 
a nation. The exercise of authority in a family where 
the children are young, is more necessary, if possible^ 
than the 4ue exercise of royal power in a nation ; be^ 
cause men of mature age may possibly be able and 
willing to govern themselves, but every child left to 
himself, must bring his parents to shame. Indeed, 
the shame of his conduct must fall upon them, rather 
than upon himself, because it belongs to them, more 
than to himself, to govern his conduct. 

Every father will find it necessary, in many instan- 
ces, to exercise authority over his children. His 
house would soon become an unpleasant dwelling to 
him, if he suffered young children, without restraint, 
to do whatever they pleased. He will not suffer them 
to carry burning sticks through the house, or to dash 
the cups and platters upon the ground. But if pa« 
rents &id it absolutely necessary, for the security of 
their life and property, to exert authority, why should 
they not exert it likewise to enjoin them those duties 
which God requires, and to restrain them from doing 
what he forbids ? What are we to think of parents 
who will not allow their children to break a china-cup, 
and yet will suffer them to break the commandments 
of God ? Can those men b^ Called Christians, who 
will tolerate sin in their families, whilst they tolerate 
nothing that is, in the smallest degree, injurious to 
their secular interests ? 
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Coffltaandi your children to read the Bible, to learn 
the questions of their Catechism, to pray every morn- 
ing and evenicg. Take them with you to the public 
assembly of worshippers, and see that they behave 
with decency and propriety. Forbid them to Ke, to 
sport themselves on the Lord's day, or to behave dis- 
respectfully to those whom they ought to reverence for 
their station or their age. See that no corrupt com- 
munication come out of their mouths. And let your 
injunctions be suited to their circumstances, their 
years, and their temptations. 

There 'is nothing in which you will find it more 
necessary to exert your authority, than in guarding 
your children against bad company. In that golden 
book which Solomon wrote, " to give subtiky to 
the simple, to the young man knowledge and discre- 
tion," the first precept, after that of fearing the Lord, 
and giving due honour to parents, is contained in 
these words : ^ My son, if sinners entice thee, con- 
sent thou not. My son, walk not thou in the way 
with them, refrain thy foot from their path.** Nor 
did the wise man think it sufficient to lay down this 
precept ill the beginning of his book. He often re- 
sumes it : <« Enter not," he says again, «< into the 
path of the wicked, and go not In the way of evi! 
men. Avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it, and 
pass away. He that walketh with wise men shall 
be wise 5 but a companion of fools shall be destroyed. 
Hear thou, my son, and be wise, and guide thine 
heart in the way. Be not amongst wine-bibbers, 
aijiongst riotous eaters of flesh." Admonitions to 
young persons are admonitions to parents likewise, 
because parents ought to watch over them as those 

that 
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Aat must give account. Yotmg children cannot be 
expected to- make a proper dioiee of tlieir companioOTP, 
whkout direction from their parents. And as mai>y 
Tkious yomig person* s#e posiMsed of insinuating 
manners, and an engaging behaviour, tliey may ren- 
der thenwelves too agreeable to other yoong persons j 
in which case, authority, as well as advice, will be 
necess^y to prevent a connection that may be attend- 
ed with disagreeable consequences. What father 
would suffetthe child whom he loves to go into % 
house where other children are dying hj a putrid 
fever, or by the small-pox, if he had not already 
escaped from that disease? How much more perni- 
cious is the infection of b^ nva^ners than the smaiU 
pox, or the most pesfiktitial fever ! Where is our 
tegard to God, or to the souls of our children, if we 
do not guard them, with greater anxiety, from ewry 
thing that may ruin their souU, than from chose dis- 
tempers which may ptove fatal to their bodies^? 

As virtue is^ a part of religion, and industry is es- 
sential to vhtiious conduct, it i$ necessary for those 
who desire to bring up their children in the nurture 
^nd admonition of the Lord, that, where circumstan- 
ces \vill admit of it, they should make use of their 
^authority to educate them in habits of industry. Men 
were not made by God to play on the dry land, like 
the leviathan in the waters. But if habits of industry 
are not acquired in canrly years, it will never become 
pleasant; and those who are not employed in doing 
somethiryg that is good, if they enjoy health, will be 
doing something that is not good, 1 Tim. t. IS. I 
do not, however, mean that you should restrain tl. 
from employing a reasonable proportion' of j^e 
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those sports which are usefol to cheer their 6piri:ts, and 
to strengthen their bodied especially in that period 
of childhood when they are yet ^nfit for useful labour. 
We behold one of ihe many instances of divine mer- 
cy which we enjoy, when we pass through our towns^ 
and see them full of boys and girls playmg.in' their 
streets, Zech. wl 5, 

. When I exhort you to usft your authonty ov^ your 
children, to train, them up in the way that they shouW 
go, some of you will probably Pledge that you find 
it very difficult to maintain your authority, and that 
you would be glad of some directions on ^ this suh« 
jfict. You have sufficient direction, in the text, and 
in the Proverbs of Solpn^oa. , Heris you are taixgbt 
tp treat your children with justice ^nd mildness. I£ 
you do so, your children are very perverse if tbejf 
do not obey you. They soon feel their dependence; 
upon yott ; and . if, at the i^aiiie. tifne, you make 
them to love you, which it is not difficulty to d% 
your word will be a law to. them* There- is nothing 
which they will dread nu>re than offi^nding you^ aa<i 
forfeiting your smiles. A dight hint will do mor«^ 
with them than a hundred lashes from a tyrant, whon^ 
his unhappy children despair of pleasing* 

Foolishness, however, is bound up in the hearts oC 
children, and words of reproof, or the rod of cor». 
rection, and, for the i^iost part, both together, are 
necessary to drive it far from them* 

You must reprove and rebuke your children, when 
they wilfully transgress your orders, or break the 
oommandmenta of God. It is not;mentioned to th^ 
honour of David, that he had never said to his son 
Adonijahi « Why hast thou done so ?" If Davi4 
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had been less sparing of his reproofs, it is probable 
that Adonijah would not hare rebelled against him 
in his old age. His ambition prevailed over his love 
to his. indulgent father, for his love was not coupled 
with fear. As a twofold cord is not easily broken, 
so the united principles of fear and love to parents 
will, for the most part, be a powerful restraint upon 
those corrupt dispositions of children, by which they 
may be tempted to embitter the days of their parents. 

When I exhort you to reprove and admoni A your 
oi^ndiiig children, do not imagine that I call you, on 
any occasion, to cast away the bowels of a father. 
Wliat father on earth is to be compared, for kind- 
ness- to his children, with our heavenly Father ? and 
yet he often rebukes, and reproves^ and chastens. He 
scourges every son whom he receives. Be ye fol- 
lowers of God, as dear children, ai|d frequently re^ 
Cfrftect, for the direction of your parental behaviour» 
that you also have a Fath^ m heaven. 

Your h^venly Father $^sm you, ad a man spares 
his son that serves him. He dc^ not enter into judge- 
ment with you, because you are not so perfect as the 
^a^ek of heaven, but be restrains your corruptions 
by bis gracious discipline : and wberi you do not vigo* 
rously oppose the workings of the law of sin in your 
members, he makes you sensible of his displeasure by 
ih^ withdrawment of his heavenly consolations, by 
ihe upbraidings of your own consciences, or by his 
jod upon your persons, your estates, your charac- 
ters. Are you not thankful that he does not leave 
^you to yourselves, but rebukes and chastens you, 
that you may be partakers of his holiness? "S^ 
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there any pesaagt of the WlhVs wfaidk aissfod foki; of 
excmpnoa from choMsencti^ wouU ifon ecmiiAet it 
ats a pi^Dtnise ? WauU ym not coasderkasoiieoftfae 
most tremendeos tfareftttnings th»t cdtdd ha imercd by 
the tnovth of God ?i Wfaf^ then,, do yoa ims^iac lliat 
parental kve siipuld hhkler you fconi sppiaaag an un* 
pleasant woni to ytmr ckUdrM? Yoa do nst 'lo^re 
them, <you hate tltom with a deaNily hatred^ it jmt do 
not reprove and rebuke tkem wMt all at itb i aky >. whra 
yoa see t^reni^ sinntiig agaiiM thrown sooh. £f you 
aaw them sporting \'rith a sharp knife,, you windd r«» 
and pdll it with al> haste out of their hattds* i£ yoit 
saw fhem amusing thenrselve^ with an adder,, and 
pleased with the sight of its speckled skhk^ - wogM 
you not venture your own lives, ta remove it frooi 
thefr reath, before they received ft-fatai woutid from 
its deadly sting i Bvt no eerpem it so dead^ as m» 
Flee from sm, and caufe yoor diHdrea to fioe fMMn 
it, as from the face of » sefpeiit. Tht teeth thereof 
are a9 the teeth of a lio% slaying the soc^ of m«3. 

When C^od rebitkes his- people^ he « i^cmend>eve 
tnercy in the midst of wtatk.^ He wittiiot lay upon 
them more than h meet and necessary lor aecom« 
plishing the purposes ol his l^e; He adjoMs his cor* 
rectlons, not to their demerits, but to his gracious de« 
sdgns of promoting and perfeetmg the work of their 
saiictification. Thus^, in repvoting our d^ldren, we 
ought still to have their benefit in view. We may tes- 
tify hot displeasure, but we must not diBcover a»y de- 
gree of hatred or revenge. Tliey are but children, and 
we who are men have our fanlta. Theiv spirits may 
be crushed, they may despair of ever pleasing us ; and 

such 
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fiudi <bspiiir nsrjr iiandm ibetr he«ri!S against reproof 
when they Aiid tis inflamed nrkh £eK^ reMntmcnt 

The liord wbU not cootenA with his chUdr-en, Bor 
even with his enemtesi without good season. He 
wDuAi mt tlestfoy the S^A^mttes^ thoMgb. wicked^ and 
«inQcri before the ho9d csDCeediogly)) without know^ 
img wbelber their •inti^it^'waa ghogedier as the cry 
timthwA come up^tmAet him. It is 8aid<»f our Lord 
Jmm €hmt, that ^ lie ^ahall not :)u4ge ^ter- the s%ht 
^ .\m.i9!f&%^ mcof weprw^ aifter the hearii^ of hk 
nutf ^t ahall judge wkh fiighie^iuiMss the poor, and 
itepronre wkh equity -far ^he Ikieek of the «^rdi." 
Thiis ipanents, ih improving thek -cluklrea, are not to 
fKoexeA upon anere oumdees, nor to pro^iue their 
authority by reprimands that usay very possibly be un- 
deaerved. if a iOBofitor is dttbuM^^ and yet .deserving 
CAgniaanee, let them reat-sattsAed miik such admoni- 
^AORS as do not imply a presumption of guilti or let 
Atm -msAx proper injuries before <(bey fix hbme. 
fiut it is iu)t ^afe, for &e moat part> to iistefrrpgate 
'Children theiittekefi> ^o as to Tequitte them to be their 
^crwn iKtmse^. This is stnE>ng]y lemptbg them ^ 
•He; and lit isJ^etterito l^-somefaiil^pa^uncemured, 
aad to itest satisfied wMi general adnKyniticMaSy even 
where riieve is m presmnpibn of blasaae^ble conduct, 
Aan to Tcfer thfflff guilt or innooeocy to their own 
.teetimony. it you tempt thtfm to lie once or twice, 
you msry lead them into a habit of one of the jnean- 
est aiid most pewiicious -vices of which human na^ 
tttf e is capable ; for what can be worse than to be- 
-come exact resenabJances of the father of lies 
itken ever lied iox the first or tlie second tiir^^ it^ 
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out an inward sense *of shame or- tenor. Bot^ let a 
child be strongly tempted to lie now and dten, to 
conceal his faults, and it is very probaUe that lying 
will become his hatntual practice, and will ruin him^ 
both in this world and in the next. 

The Lord will not be always contending witfi >his 
children, he will not Jtnw out his disfteasure a«> 
gainst them for ever; and be^bsn that deserve the 
name will not be constantly re|nro?ing their children. 
This would be to alienate their hearts from their pa« 
rents, and tempt them to think that paiental avubority 
is a yoke too heavy to be borne. It might prompt 
them to some desperate attempts for diaking it oS^ 
and thus produce effects that would be. sorely felt to 
the day of the death of hoAk parents and children, 
and through eternity itself. 

<^ The Lord is wonderful in counsel, and exceil^it 
in working,'' both when he smiles upon his children, 
and when he contends widi them. He mingles 
judgement with mercy, and he regulates and propor- 
tions his chastisements wkh a variety of procedure 
wonderfully calculated to accomplish the ends which 
he designs, Isa. xxviii. 25. — 29. We cannot pretend 
to a close imitation of the wisdcnn of his c<mduct in 
the management of our children, because we have 
but a very contracted view of those circumstances, 
events, and effects, which would determine our con- 
duct, if they could be known. We can only conjec- 
ture what effect particular acts of parental discipline 
may have. Yet there are general rules of procedure 
which it is safe to observe, and which afibid no rea- 
son for bitter self-reflection, and give* no occasion for 
censure from others, when we observe, although the 

consequences 
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consequences majr not be such as we wish and expect ; 
for we are xiot b^und to be prophets. We are account* 
able for the morality of oar conduct, but not for its 
effects. 

We ought, in reprovii^, (and tic same rule ought 
to 'be applied to correction), to consider persons, 
time®, places, circumstances of several different kindsj 
thsrtthe end. may, if possible, be gained. There is 
tio partiality ia conrecttng or reproving one child 
more severely than another for the same fault, if 
there be a good reason for the diflference that is made 
-between them. << A reproof entereth into a wise 
man, more than an hnndred stripes into a- fool.'' 
Some children are wise, and. some are foolish. To 
some a. word, or even a- hint, is sufficient. To 
some ten, or a hundred blows, are insufficient to 
convmce them of their. errors. Why should parents 
run into an error, when they ace correcting error ? 
Too much, or .too little, are both errors. Only the 
lastx:tn more easily be repaired, because what is undone 
may be done, but what is done cannot be undone. 

There is a tbne for every thing. There is a time 
fpr correcting,, and a time for with-holding correc- 
tion. With-hold not correction when it may be pro- 
£table*, but, although a fault has been committed, it 
naay be inexpedient to correct till a more convenient 
season is come. If, for instance, you correct your 
child before he is duly informed concerning the na- 
ture of his fault, he will be only exasperated and 
hardened. 

There is a sense of honour in the minds of young 
persons, as. well as of their seniors. If you are^^g^ 
30pea with your reproofs and corrections, their ^si- 
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biltty it awakened to vtdlBnce of fsmon ; and white 
you endeavour to aaaend a fault, yem tedHi{>t them to 
the cormnission of -vsorse faaks. Tliexe are, however, 
cases in which publicity of reproof or correction may 
be nece^ary, ekber to make the impreission sufficient- 
ly deep on the mind of 1^ duld cmrected, or ipv a 
naming to otfaei8« Wisdom u pcofitajble to direct 
in what cases this may !be necessary^ So many ctr^ 
cumstances mfust come into account, that it is not 
easy^ if possUe, to Jay down paiticnlar rules, wtth^ 
oot miilciplyiQg and n>odtf ying them m^ithout «ad« 

One of the most necessary rules comnming admo* 
nition -and conection, as, nev«r to b^in without in^ 
tending to make an end. I do tmt say, without ina^ 
l^mg an {end-; because youinay.faatie been unwise ia 
heginniag, and cmgkt to pnoceed no further 4 or cir^ 
cumstances may occur, which render k inexpedient 
to fimdi what is hegmi : But this i say, that when 
you enter into controversy with any of your children, 
it is of the utnu>st hnpoortance that jou ^should pcenKaS 
in the contest. If hejgains his point, your authority 
is weakens!, and he as encouraged and emboldened 
to repeat his offences. Never, therefore, enter ;upon 
a business of this kind, without a reasonable prospect 
of success. Better to leave your ^ild unchutased, 
than to chastise him into greater perrerseness $ which 
is likely to be the case when you leave him without 
making him to repent of what he has done, and .to 
resolve that he will do so no more. 

There are some parents who do not consider the 
difference between reproving and threatening. When 
they sgre displeased with their children, they do not 
endeavour to make them sensible of the evil of what 
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they Tiave done, that they may be convinced and ire- 
formed, but they terrify them by threatenings ; the? 
effect of which will be, that the repetition of the fault 
may be prevented for Some little tittie, whilst the child 
is Und^r the eye of the parent, but he will soon lose 
the impression, or even, whilst it continues. Will nbt 
scruple to commit the same fault, virhen he hopes to 
escape detection. And we know that children easily 
form such hopes, when they feel themselves iticlined 
to do what they are forbidden to do; 

I do not, however, forbid you to make Use 6f 
threatenings as Well as reproofs ; for the fear of your 
displeasure is Hfec^ssary to check their corrupt propen- 
sities I and it is easier to make th^m sensible of the 
danger they may incur from yoiif displeasure, than df 
the baseness of your conduct, or of the danger df 
punishment from God. But join both together, thst 
they may be taught to hate sin as well as punishment, 
to fear God sis well as to fear their parents. And take 
care to threaten no punishment for their faults but 
what you seriously mean to inflict, and what you are 
warranted to inflict. Don't tell them that you will 
break their heads, or that you will cut Out their ears, 
if they again oflFend you. If they believe such threat- 
enings, they will dread you as they would do a wild 
beast ; and when they find that you do not execute 
these threatenings, they learn from you to Ke. With 
wfeat face will you ever punish them for lying, if 
you have taught them, by your example, to speak 
things that are contrary to their designs, or their 
thoughts ? 

But, if you have threatened only such punishrYjj, 
sis you are warranted to inflict, let them never kp-xd 
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cause to think, that your reproofs and threatenings 
are but morning-clouds wliich pass away, and leave 
no trace behind. Chastise them with all that severity 
which you have given them reason to expect, that 
they may not secretly laugh at your great swelling 
words of vanity, and set at nought all your future re- 
proofs. What would you think of a country that 
enjoyed the best of laws for checking vice, whilst 
they were seldom or never executed ? If you were 
bom in such a country, you would be compelled, by the 
abounding of wickedness and violence, to exchange 
your native country for a place of voluntary exile. 
And you will soon find your own house an habitation 
no less uncomfortable, however sharply you threaten, 
if you never proceed to punish. It may be said of 
most children, (though not all), as Solomon says of 
servants, that they will not be corrected by words i 
for though they hear, they will not answer. 

I know there are many parents who are sufficiently 
forward with their reproofs and threatenings ; but if 
their children will not be reclaimed by vords, they 
cannot proceed any farther. The rod of correction 
would give ten times more pain to themselves than 
to their children. They will use reproof as well as 
instruction, to give wisdom to their little ones ; but if 
the rod too is necessary for the purpose they will 
suflFer them to^ die fools. 

But, consider attentively what Solomon says to 
you on this subject : Bring forth your strong argu- 
ments, and he will soon put you to silence. 

You will not use the rod to give your children wis. 
dom y but if you do not, you are cruel both to your 
children and to yourselves. Tou are cruel to tbw 

c"i^^n]t> mother 
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atiDther that bare them. You are rebeUious against 
God, who vouchsafes, by Solomon, to give you, not 
one, but many directions concerning the correction 
of your children, and who tells you, in plain terms, 
that «< the rod and reproof give wisdom, but a child 
left to himself bringeth his mother to shame," Prov. 
zxix, 15. 

You feel the blows of the rod so sensibly on your 
own bowels, that you cannot make use of it. But 
Solomon assures you from God, that your pleasure 
will greatly overbalance your pain. Your grief must 
be lasting and incurable, if, through the neglect of 
any needful part of discipline, that foolishness which 
is bound up in the hearts of your children is sufiered 
to remain. But, « correct thy son, and he shall give 
thee rest ; yea, he shall give delight to thy soul/' Prov. 
xxix. 17. • 

You love your children, and therefore you cannot 
bear the thought of making them uneasy. But, if 
you really love your children with an affection that 
becomes either a saint or a man, you will not scruple 
to give them those pains which are requisite for their 
welfare. Will you not, if they break their legs by a 
fall, compel them to submit to all that uneasiness 
which is necessary to restore them the use of their 
legs ? If they are sick, will you not oblige them to 
swallow those bitter drugs which are necessary for the 
restoration o^ their health ? Confess that you are 
more solicitous about the health of their bodies, than 
the welfare of their souls, if you will not correct 
them when they do amiss ; and that your love to 
them is of that wretched kind, which, in the lan- 
guage of the Holy Ghost, is rather to be called hatred 
N2 Dge y^^ ^ ^^ 
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than love ; fat •*he that epareth the rod hiteth his 
child ; but he that loveth him, chasteaeth him bHimes.** 
<< He that spareth the rod hateth his child.'' I do 
not deny that this language is figurative, but it is just» 
it is ezprenive, it is striking. It contains a just and 
much-needed admonition respecting that love whid^ 
all parents ought to bear, and every wise parent wiU 
bear, to his children. And if any man should chuse 
to understand the expression literally, his mistake will 
only be about the meaning of the expression. The 
sentiment will be just, wluch the expression, in this 
sense, conveys. A child left to himself will very pro«> 
baUy become odious, even in the eyes of his parents, 
by behaving so ill as to compel them to hate him, al- 
though they were most powerfully prompted by the 
instincts' of nature to love him. 

Do you alledge, that you may possibly procure to 
yourselves the hatred of your children, by reproving 
and correcting them ? You are much more likely to 
procure it by a criminal indulgence of their follies : 
^ He that maketh too much of his son shall bind up 
his wounds, and his bowels will be troubled at every 
cry. An horse not broken bef ometh headstrong, and 
a child left to himself will be wilful. Cocker thy 
child, and he shall make thee afraid. Play with him, 
and be will brmg thee to heaviness. Laugh not with 
him, lest you have sorrow widi him, and lest thou 
gnash thy teeth in the end. Give hinv no liberty in 
]^s youth, {L e. no licentious liberty), and wink not 
at his follies. Bow down his neck while he is young, 
and beat him on the sides while he is a child, lest be 
wax stubborn, and be disobedient to thee, and so bring 
sorrow to thine heart. Chastise thy son^ and bold 
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biin to labour, lest his lewd behavkmr be an oflfence 
unto thee," Ecclu«. ixx. 7—13. These words are not 
Solomon's, but they are the words of a ycnerable Jew- 
ish sage, ,who had learned much from Solomon, and 
from his observation of human life. And they agree 
with Solomon's doctrine : " He that reprovcth a man» 
shall afterwards find more favour than he that flatter- 
eth him with his lips. Chastise thy son, and thou 
shalt have joy of him." 

But what if I should kill him, or crush his spirit ? 
-»— Why are you afraid of such consequences as these ? 
It is not the swt)rd, but the rod, that is recommended 
to you, and you are commanded to use it with the 
wisdom of a man, with the affection of a father: 
<« With«hold not correction from thy child ; for if 
thou beatest him with the rod, he shall not die." He 
shall live. The rod is a preservative from death, and 
from what is z thousand times worse than death c 
«5 Thou shalt beat him with the rod, and shalt djelivet 
his soul from hell." You have perhaps heard Ac 
story of a young man led to the gallows, who said, 
«^ It is not the judge, it is my mother, that has brought 
me to this shameful end.* The same thing might 
have been said by many of those who have suffered 
for their crimes. And those who are hanged for their 
crimes are far from being the one half of those that 
come U> a miserable and untimely end by the fault of 
their parents, in the neglect of needful discipline. 

3. Parents must « bring up their children in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord,*' by setting 
them a good example. 

Example has a mighty influence upon full-^^w^ 



men. Peter's example at Antioch had a ,l*nd ofd 
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compulsory influence upon the minds of the Jewish 
disciples. They knew that Peter was a wiser man 
than themselves ; and when they saw that he would 
hot eat with the Gentiles, " Surely," said they 
within themselves, " the mind of the Lord is with 
him i"' it must be sinful to eat with the Gentiles ; at 
least. It must be safest, if the case is doubful, to do 
as this great apostle does. Thus, a disingenuous bi- 
gotry, to the great prejudice of the church, would 
soon' have taken deep root at Antioch, and that city, 
which gave birth to the Christian name, might have 
become the beginning of one of the most Antichrist 
tian iniquities, if Paul, through divine mercy, had not 
been strengthened to plead the cause of Christian li- 
berty, against the man to whom, perhaps, of all 
others, he paid the greatest deference. 

What Peter was to Barnabas, and to others that 
were carried away by his dissimulation, you are to 
your children, if they possess the modesty which be- 
fongs to their age, and feel that affection which be- 
comes their relation to those who gave them birth. 
Although you are far from equalling Peter, yet your 
children probably pay you as much deference as Bar- 
nabas paid to Peter, and will be as ready to follow 
your example, and to think that they do well in fol- 
lowing it. Have you not heard that the children of 
Mahometans, for the most part, follow the doctrines 
of Mahomet', that the children of Papists worship 
saints and angels ^ that the heathen nations worship 
the gods of their fathers, and would reckon it shame- 
ful to abandon that religion which has been trans- 
mitted to them from many generations of ancestors ? 
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Do you not observe, that, for the most part, Ae 
children of men who make no pretensions to religion 
are equally indifferent to it with their parents j and 
that those who have the happiness to be bom of reli- 
gious parents appear to tread in the footsteps of their 
fathers, or, if they do not, are despised by those who 
are no better than themselves, except that they are less 
inexcuseable, because they did not enjoy the same ad- 
vantage of religious education ? 

Solomon's words are all true. They are the faith- 
ful sayings of God, however little some regard thera 
ill their practice ; and who is ignorant of the earnest- 
ness with which he warns young persons against the 
company of bad men and bad women ? Parents who 
deserve the name, will endeavour to preserve their 
children from that pestilence of bad example, which 
has been the destruction of so many millions of our 
race. But what are we to think of those parents 
who are themselves the corrupters of their children^ 
by the practice of those vices which cannot but bring 
the wrath of God upon all that practise them ? Do 
they deserve the honourable name of parents i Is the 
life which they have given to their children suffi* 
cient to counterbalance that eternal death to which 
they expose them ? Will not many children of Chris- 
tbn parents wish at the last, that their fathers had 
buried them alive, rather than trained them up in the 
service of the devil, whose wages are everlasting 
burnings ? Are not godless parents bringing up their 
children to the great murderer of our race ? Is not 
that death to.vrfiich they are exposing them, by their 
pernicious example, a thousand times more dreadful 
than to be buried alive, before they are capable of 
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doing geod or eyil, before tbef are capable of addinj; 
many actual transgre$9ion9 to ibgt ^ia which they bring 
iato the world. 

No sentence of a heathen writer hath come more 
frequently into ny mind than one of a Homan poet, 
who says, that <^the greatest rererence is due to a 
child.'' We must cast no stttmbUng-btocl^, or occa* 
sions to faU, in the way of any of Qur brethren of the 
human race^ but least of aU in the way of children^, 
because they are mo£t likely to bt hurt, perhaps ruined 
by them. How do they learn most of the things which 
they learn, but by imitation ? Nature, or rafh^^f the 
God of nature, haii wisely appointed this to ht tho 
way of learning most of thoae things which are ne<- 
ce«8ary for th^ suf^^ort and comfort of the present 
liio. "Wttlioiit this principle of imitatioA, we would 
gvow upk more rude and uncultivated then the Hot* 
ttntots. Bat do not turn this principle into an. ii^ 
s^ment of destruction to thdr saoh« If yon will 
i^e^ be wicked, be wicked by yourselves^ and let 
no part of your bad conduct appear in the eyee of 
those who, in a)l probalMlity, witt think that they do 
right in following your example. You will find the 
guilt of your own blood heavy enough to bear ; why 
should you go to the eternal world laden with the guilt 
of destroying niore souls than one ? 

Remember that young persons ar^ neither qualified 
nor disposed to make the disdnQtions that you. may 
think ^s^y and naturaL Toa can distinguish between 
a lie and a jest^ which, in the early part of childhood^ 
they cannot do ; and dierdcnre, by jesting with than» 
or in their presence, you may teach them to lie. AU 
though eril-speaktng, in general| is sinful, yel you- 
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reckon it lawful, on some occasions, to ^ak of the 
bad tilings you have heard of some of your aeigb. 
hours. But by doing this unguardedly, you nay 
teach them to be backbiters. Abstain from every 
thing that has the appearance of evil, especially before 
those who have not yet learned to distinguish between 
realities and appearances. If one of your elder boys 
should climb upon the branches of a tree, yoa wUl 
not be displeased with him if he does it only iu com** 
pany with boys of the same size, because they may 
amuse themselves with the same sport without dan- 
ger *, but if he should da the same thing in the pi^e-* 
sence of your younger children, you will beat him with 
severity, because he has taught his younger brothers a 
lesson that may cost them a brokeft leg* If you ex- 
pect that little boys should pay some regard to the 
consequences of their actions, what excuse remaiadi 
for you, if you do those things wl^h, though ixmo^ 
cent in themselves, may, in their dmseqaeoces, be 
productive of eternal misery to persons^ whose salva-* 
tion ought ta be the object of your constat care i ' 

Bill it is not suiBcieiit for you to set no bad ex- 
ample, and no example that may prove bad hi th« 
use that will be made of it before your children : 
You must not only cease to do evil, but learn to ^o 
well, and make your light so to^ shine before every 
beholder, and especially before your own families, 
that they may see your good works, and gloiify your 
Father which iaiin heaven. 

When you wish to Jiave your children taught a 
profession to be die employment of their life, you do 
not send for a man of that profession to come to your 
house, and lay dawn and explaia all the rules of it. 
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You kaow» tlut if he should repeat these ndes an 
hundred times» till they were all deeplj fixed in your 
son's mind, very little b gained. He must see those 
things done that he is to do, and by careful imiutioa 
learn to do what has been done by his teacher ; and, 
therefore, you bind him to an apprenticeship of 
seroral years. Does not this consideration convince 
yoa of the importance of teaching, by a good ex-> 
ample, what is infinitely more important than all arts 
or sciences ? 

I do not say, that you are to make a show of your 
retigion before your families, or before the world. 
That would be setting a bad, and not a good example 
before them. An ostentatious piety cannot hide that 
foUy and telf*conceit which is the principle of it. 
But there are many duties which are public in their 
nature $ and if you neglect them, or perforoar them 
ia a careless manner, you wrong, you greatly wrong, 
the souls of your childroi. They have eyes in their 
heads, and perhaps they see better than you imagine, 
and can apply the proverb, << Physician^ heal thyself,? 
with no less readiness than yourselves^ When you 
se^ preachers negligent of those duties which they 
warmly recommend, you despise them, you look upon 
them as* the most contemptiUe of all human beings, 
because they affect airs of seriousness* in the pulpit, 
^nd shew themselves destitute of it every where else; 
Will not your children think the same of yourselves, 
when they often hear you recommpid prayer, and 
never hear yoi| pray ? when jou» tell them,^ that they 
must daily read the scriptures, and never take that 
blessed book into your hands ? 

The wise> among the heathen Rations, were very 
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sensible of the importance of being trained to virtue 
by domestic examples. When the Spartans, subdued 
by Antipater the Macedonian, were required to give 
him a certain number of their children as hostages for 
their good behaviour, their ambassadors answered, that 
tliey would rather give him double the number of old 
men. And when the people in their public assembly 
were threatened with Antipater's vengeance, if they 
did not comply with his requisition, they unanimously 
answered, that it was better to die, than to suffer what 
was worse than death. Of such importance did the 
whole city reckon it to be, that their young persons 
should be educated in the observation of the customs 
of their fathers, which they preferred to all others in 
the world. Did they value so highly that mode of 
Jiving which they learned from Lycurgus ? What ex- 
cuse can be made for us> if we discover no anxiety to 
train up our children in the observation of those holy 
practices which we have learned from Christ I 

" In all things> that I have commanded you," say» 
God, « be circumspect." All Christians ought to 
be careful that they transgress not the least of the 
commandments of Christ. But parents ought to be 
doubly circumspect, lest, by some tmdesigned omid* 
sion of duty, or some inconsiderate action of life, 
they hurt the intei»8t of religion in their families 
for generations to come. There were many good 
kings of David's family, who were much inferior to 
David their fatker, because they neglected one thing 
which probably appeared to them to be of such in- 
ferior importance to other parts of duty, that the y 

did not greatly attend to it ; and when the mor^j^^^^^^ 
cient of them, who deservedly obtained agoa ' 
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did not altend to it» hb deBcendants would tluak 
tbemsehes happy, when they walked in his stepsj, 
without proceeding any farther in the reformation of 
the people. You will probably guess diat I have in 
view that defe^rt in the character of Asa» and many 
of his successors, that they did not remove the high 
places, where the true God was worshipped, though 
net agrees^y to his own appointment. Asa was 
the first of Solomon's successors who walked in the 
ways of David and Solomon. His heart was perfect 
all his days, but he did not remove the high places. 
Jeboshaphat was an eminent saint, and yet he did not 
reckon it necessary U> do what his good father Asa 
had not done. The following kings, for several ge- 
ner^ions, were either wicked m^n, or were far in- 
ferior to these two princes in piety $ and the high 
places kept their ground, till a man arose to bless 
Judah, who was nol inferior to David himself^ and 
who wa$ too wise to pay any regard to what eithes 
Asa or Jeho^aphat did^ unless he found it agreeable 
to the kw of Moses. Hezekiah was a second David ; 
and although his son and grandson were wicked, the 
third in descent from him, Josiah by name, trod in 
his steps, and like these two men there was no king 
in Judah, before or after them. 

The wise and good should en4ieavour, fot the sake 
of their children, as well as for their own sake, to be 
wise and good in every thing. Solomon was the 
wisest of men, but he was unwise in multiplying 
wives, and in multiplying horses : and we find, that 
his two next successors took many wives, and that all 
his successors made more use of horses than the law 
of Moses allowed, till that King of Zion appeared^ 
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wbo came riding to Jerusalem upon an a$9| and upon 
a colt) the foal of an ass. 

Abraham was wise and good beyond most men 
that ever lived. There are, however, two tilings in 
his conduct that do not merk imitation : his rna^ry* 
ing Hagar, and his dissimulation abou^ Sajcab. The 
first of these was not likely to mislead Isaacs he 
knew too well what it was to Imve an IshmaieL for a 
brother^ and a Hagar for a stepmother and a rival 
to his tru€ mother, to bring a Hagar or an Ishmael 
into his own family. But ia the other blameable, or 
suspicious, instance of his father's behaviour, he made 
no scruple of following him. What Abraham did 
in Egypt, and in Gerar, Isaac made no scruple of 
doing at Gerar. What Abraham did, not once, but 
twice, Isaac might think, could scarcely be wrong. 

Perhaps you may think, that the instances I have 
produced, instead of being warnings against uncir- 
cumspectioi^ of conduct, are rather apologies for 
your defects. You cannot hope to be better men 
than Abraham, and therefore you deserve little blame 
if your conduct deserves as little reprehension as hb. 
But have you Abraham's virtues to set against his de* 
fects i or, have you the same excuses for the de- 
fects of your conduct that Abraham had, who en- 
joyed but a very small part of that revelation of the 
will of God which you enjoy, and whose temptations 
were a thousand times harder to be overcome than 
yours ? But, remember besides, that, if you live un- 
circumspectly, because Abraham erred twice or thrice 
in his conduct, you can have no pretence to say that 
you walk in the steps of Abraham. He did not walk un- 
circumspectly. The strictest Christians amongst us are 
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chargeable with more defects in conduct than Abrahamv 
If you will not take good heed to your ways, your er-^ 
rors in conduct will be perhaps every day more nu- 
merous, or worse than the errors of his whole life, 
after he attained to the knowledge of God. When 
you have done all that you can to guard against offen- 
sive conduct, you will not be more free from ble^ 
mishes than the holy men of ancient days. 

Remember also, that the good men of ancient 
days were far from approving of those evil things 
which,* through the overpowering force of temptation, 
they sometimes did. No saint spoken of in the Bible 
gave xnore offence by some parts of his conduct, than 
Solomon 5 but none could be more sensible than So- 
lomon, after he repented, of the mischief which may 
follow single instances of misconduct in the wise and 
good. There is a warning in the last of his books, 
which, if men would attend to it, might do more 
good than ever the example of his irregularities did 
hurt : ** Dead flies cause the ointment of the apothe- 
cary to send forth a stinking savour ; so doth a little 
folly him that is in reputation for wisdom and honour," 
Eccl. X. 1. 

I have spoken of vrhat parents ought, in their own 
persons, to do for bringing up their children in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord. But it is not 
to be expected that most fathers can do every thing 
needful to be done for this purpose. Children are 
commonly sent to school, where they ought to receive 
instruction in religion, as well as in reading and 
writing ; and parents, if they have the opportunity of 
making a choice, ought to give a preference to those 
schools where their children are likely to be best 
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educated, by instruction and example, in the know- 
ledge of religion, and in the practice of virtue. If 
we have horses to be trained up for riding, we put 
them into the hands of those men who are most like- 
ly to break them to the saddle, and to cure them of 
every vicious habit. If we have ground to cultivate, 
we employ such servants as are best skilled in the use 
of the plough, and in every part of husbandry ; and 
we do not grudge the best wages to those who are 
likeliest to give us satisfaction by their work. If we 
are less careful to find proper teachers for our chil- 
dren, we deserve the reprbof which the philosopher 
Crates gave to the Athenians, <« O ye Athenians ! 
why are ye so careful to provide estates for your chil- 
dren, and so careless about providing children for 
your estates ?" 

There is a complaint among iome parents, that 
schoolmasters are not so careful as they have been 4n 
some former times, to teach their pupils the prin- 
ciples of religion. . The complaint, I am afraid, is 
just : but parents ought to leave a part of it on them- 
selves. Schoolmasters, I think, would be mdre care- 
ful of this part of their duty, if the parents of their 
pupils would roundly inform them that the neglect 
of it is very disagreeable to them. When we think 
we have reason to complain of our neighbours, let us 
complain first of all ^ themselves. Perhaps they will 
reform their conduct, and leave us no reason to com- 
plain to others. If they do not, we will complain to 
others with a better grace. 

Sunday*schools are now set up in many parts of 
our land* These, it is to be hoped, will be 
cellent help to those parents who desire to^ 
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their children in the fear (^ God ; for emubtion will 
prompt children to learn those things with alacrity, 
which they will not easily be induced to learn with- 
out companions. Fathers, therefore^ it may be pre- 
sumed, will encourage them, from a regard to the 
welfare of their own children, as well as to the wel- 
fare of the rising generation in general. And if any 
parents are toa negligent to bestow all that care which 
is requisite for the instruction of their own families, 
it is to be hoped, that they will at least take the 
trouble of sending diem to places where they may be 
tau^t without any expence to themselves. There 
are some parents whom poverty may excuse for not 
emplc^ing physicians to cure^the diseases of their 
children ; but no excuse could be made for them, if 
they refused to employ a physician who undertook to 
Cure their children ^without reward. Instruction is as 
necessary to the mind df a child, as medicine to his 
body in a fever ; and so much the more necessary, 
thai: the<re is not the same natural vigour in the mind, 
as there often is in the body, to expdi disease without 
the application of means. 

But nothing is more necessary for bringing up 
children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, 
than fervent prayer to God, for his blessing updn all 
the means used for this purpose. Tfee endeavours of 
parents must be as ineffectual ^ the endeavours of 
ministers, to communicate good impressions, without 
divine influence ; and yet all will acknowledge, that 
those preachers are unworthy of the pulpit, who do 
not accompany their public ministrations with the fer- 
vent devotions of the closet. Melancthon, that great 
reformer, when he was yet a young man, and not ac- 
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qu^iQled by earperknqe with the perverseness of man- 
Jund) flattered himself with the hope, that men would 
find it impossible to resist the force of those truths 
which he was able to represent to their minds ; but 
he soon found, when he proceeded to th? trial, that 
old Adam was too strong for young MelaiKthon, 
And old Adam is strong in the youngest of his off- 
spring. The wise man speaks of young persons who, 
with bJuer remorae, will be compelled to aay at the 
last, " How have I hated instruction, and my heart 
d^spis^d reproof, and have not obeyed the voice of my 
teachers, nor inclined mine ear to them that instructed. 

There are^ indeed, several proverbs of Solomo^\ 
V^hicb give us ground to hope^ that good and seasoUf 
Tltih instfuction will have the de^t^d eieet. Thes^ 
passages are proverbs, not direct promis^a^ Th^y e^-» 
pre s$ what is generally found by experience to be: the 
csiae; not what will always be the case. They.^re 
not> however, to he considered as words of human 
wisdom^ They are proverbs dictated by the Spirit of 
God^ and imply a promise in them, to be understood 
with the same limitations as many other promises ii| 
the Bible. God does, not intend by them to limit his 
own «)tereignty, by bringing himself under obHga-. 
tions to communicate saving grace as an hereditary 
right to the children of the faithful, any more than he 
binds himself by the promises of success to faithful 
ministers, to convert, by the power of his Spirit, all 
their hearers, 1 Tim. iv. 26. Parents, therefore, must 
not trust to the best means they can use for promoting 
the spiritual welfare of their childreri^d^^^l^of 
their own unfitness to perform any , 
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God, without help from above, they must pray for 
that wisdom and fervency of spirit which is necessary 
for themselves, that they may perform the important 
duties of a parent, in a manner acceptable to God, 
and useful to their children. Sensible of the power 
of that corruption which dwells in the hearts of their 
children, and of the absolute sovereignty of divine 
grace, they must pray for a divine blessing on the in- 
structions, admonitions, and corrections, which they 
dispense to them, ^Fhe use which they ought to make 
of the promises of success to their endeavours, is to 
encourage them in praying to the Father of lights, the 
God of all grace, that he would verify his words, and 
fulfil the delightful hopes which they are fitted to in- 
spire. If you ask a blessing on your children's food^ 
as well as your own, because you know that God onlf 
can give a nutritive virtue to our bodily provisions i 
is it tiot equally necessary to solicit his blessing on* 
their spititual provision ? If, when you call the pby* 
ciati to apply remedies to their distempers, you would 
reckon it presumptuous to seek to the physician, and 
not unto the Lord ; is it not equally blameable to ex* 
pect any benefit from the means you use to heal the 
distempers of their souls, without fervent applications 
to the throne of grace for a blessing on these means ? 



SER. 
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SERMON III- 

THE DUTY OF PARENTS TO THEIR 
CHILDREN. 



Eph. vi* 4. 



jlnd^ ye fathers ^ provoke not your children to wrath / 
but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord* 

III. I NOW proceed to consider with what propriety 
the apostle conjoins, in our text, the caution against 
provoking your children to wrath, with the command 
to bring them up in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord. 

1. Love to parents is an essential part Df that reli- 
gion in which they are to be educated ; and, therefore, 
parents should do nothing that may be expected to 
alienate the affections of their children. 

You know very well that it is your duty to love 
your wives ; and yet if your wives are every day 
teazing and disquieting you with clamour, contradic- 
tion, reflections, and sullen behaviour, you find it al- 
most, if not altogether, impossible to love them. Al- 
though your conscijences tell you that it is your duty, 
although common sense teaches you 
interest, although the gospel suggest^ 
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nite strength to enforce the duty ; yet you will find it 
very difficult to refrain from hating them, and wish- 
ing that tlieir tongue were silenced for ever by an 
incurable palsy. How, then, dp you imagine that 
your children will love yourselves, if you hold them 
in constant uneasiness, by a severe and stem beha- 
viour ? Can you reasonably hope, that, at their yearsj 
they will behave more wisely, or feel the power of 
conscience more forcibly, or make a better use of the 
motives of the gospel enforcing obedience, than your- 
selves might be expected to do in a similar case ? 

Many parents complain of the disfregard shewn them 
hy their children. Children are exceedingly blame- 
able, when they give just occasion for such complamts. 
But parents, in many cases, deserve a share, and a 
double share of the blame. They are Satan's agents 
in tempting their children to hate themselves, by a 
IjehaviQur naturally calculated t^ insj^re aversion. 

Now, if you tempt yoiwr children to hate their own 
parents, how can you teach, them tiiat religion whicK 
is summed up in the love of God and man ? If a 
m^n say that he loves God, whom he hath not seen, 
^nd hates his brother, whom he hath seen, he id a 
li^r ; and whom shall a man love, if be love not hk 
own parents, who are, under God, the instruments oC 
bis being ? - ^ 

a. Parents ought to avoid all that behaviour which 
may excite disaffection in their children^ that their 
instructions and admonitions may be received with 
pleasure. 

Young persona wifil learn nothin^t tinkss they taste 
some pleasure in. what they endeavour to karn ^ and 
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th^y arc very unlikely to take any pleasure in mstruc- , 
tion when it begins to be communicated to them, if 
they fttl an aversion to the persons of their instruc- 
tors. They cannot be expected to know and relish 
the pleasures of what they learn, till they make some 
adrances in knowledge, and feel, in some degree, the 
energy of truth, Prov. ii. 10* 

Before the trouble of learning is sweetened by this 
experience, they must be allured by the kindness of 
their instructors ; and even after religious knowledge 
is become in some degree pleasatit, the remaining 
toil of learning, and the pain that attends necessary 
admonitions and corrections^, must be qualified by 
that love to their teachers which kind usage cherishes, 
and which unnecessary rigour tends to destroy. Scrip- 
tare tells u$> that we ought to esteem very highly in 
love those who are over us, and admonish us. Fot 
what reason ? That with pleasure we may drink iii 
their instructions and admonitions. For this reason, 
public teachers ought to behave in such a manner as 
to gain, if possible, the love of those whom they are 
aj^pointed to teach. Such was Paul's behaviour. No 
man valued human applause less than Paul, ^< for Bf 
I should yet please men,'* says he, « I should not be 
the servant of Christ ;" yet no man was more careful, 
by'a meek and gentle behaviour, to gain the attach- 
ment of those whom he taught. <« We were gentle 
among you," says he to the The^alonians, << even as 
a nurse cherisheth her children. So, being affection- 
ately desirous of you, we were willing to have im- 
parted unto you, not the gospel of God only, but 
our own souls also, because ye were dear unto us." ' 
And again, « You know how we exhorted, and com- 
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fbrtedy and charged every one of you, as a father 
doth his children." The blessed apostle could find no 
happier illustration of that gentleness and kindness 
^vhich he showed to his beloved hearers, than the 
gentleness of a nurse in cherishing the tender babe 
committed to her care, or the tenderness with which 
a father exhorts, and comforts, and charges his son ; 
as if that man were not a father, but an aUen, or an 
enemy, who deals harshly with his children. 

If even full-grown men must be treated with mild- 
ness by their teachers and rulers, that they may re- 
ceive instruction, and submit with chearfulness to law. 
ful authority, how much more is this gentle treatment 
necessary for children, who are less able to understand 
the advantage of instruction and government. If those 
who are parents in a figurative sense only, ought to 
treat their children with kindness, may it not be ex- ^ 
pected still more so from those who are parents in^the 
literal sense ; from those who are parents, both in the 
flesh, and in the Lord ; from those to whom kind be- 
haviour is so natural, and from whom it is so ordina- 
rily to be expected, that other relations to whom au- 
thority belongs are called fathers, to express the kind 
regard which they ought to bear towards those who 
are under their authority ? 

3. Parents are to teach their children by example, 
as well as by their words. Now, that mildness of 
behaviour which the apostle recommends, is one dis- 
tinguishing part of that Christian conduct which they 
ought to recommend by their example; because it must 
be visible to the eye of every beholder. 

There are many of the most essential parts of reli- 
gion which are secret in their nature, and cannot be 

made 
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made public without the appearance of afFectatioa. 
Many are the aspirations of the Christian after God, 
which none can witness. Many are the charities dis- 
|)ensed by an affluent Christian, with such secrecy that 
his left hand scarcely knows what his right hand doth. 
He feels bitter pangs for his sins, which no eye but the 
eye that sees all things can discern. To proclaim such 
acts of religion would not exhibit a good example. 
It would discjover a vain and ostentatious temper of 
mind, as remote from the spirit of religion as pride 
is from humility. But there are good works which 
cannot be hid where they exist, and, by care to ex- 
cel in them, we must make our light to shine before 
men. Whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever 
things are of good report ; if there be any virtue, if 
there be any praise, we must think on these things, 
and practise them before the world, and in particu- 
lar before our families, that they may glorify God, by 
walking in our steps. 

I know you think that you ought to read God's 
word, to pray, to sing God's praises before your fa- 
mily. You would be ashamed to teach your chil- 
dren such duties, without letting them see that you 
practise them. But he that said, <« Thou shah wor- 
ship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou 
serve," said likewise, « Ye parents, provoke not your 
children to wrath, lest they be discouraged. Let your 
moderation (or meekness) be known unto all men." 
If it must be made known unto all men, it ought e- 
jspecially to be made known unto your own families, 
whom you are bound to love with the most tendet 
regard. Give no indulgence to an imperious tem- 
per any where/ but especially in that place where no 
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redress can be obtained, If yoU act the tyrant. Re- 
member that the meekness and gentleness of Christ 
was one eminent part of that lovely example which he 
left us, and that he no where appeared more amiabte 
than in his own family. Remember that meekness 
and gentleness are distinguishing characters of that 
wisdom which must appear in your own conduct, and 
which you must teach your children : " Who is a wise 
man, and endued with knowledge among you ? Let 
him shew» out of a good conversation, his works 
With meekness of wisdom.*' That wisdom which is 
not joined with meekness is not the Christian wis- 
dom. It is not the wisdom fiom above. ' It is earth- 
ly, sensual, devilish. " But the wisdom which is 
from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and 
ieasy to be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, 
without partiality, and without hypocrisy,** James, 
Hi. 13.— 17. 

We are all most deeply affected and impressed by 
fho^^E^ things that come nearest to ourselves. Tou 
may then believe that your children will be most 
deeply impressed by that part of your conduct which 
most nearly affects their comfort and happiness. Kfo 
jfart of your behaviour. will more likely be imitated 
by them, than your behaviour to themselves. If you 
wish them, therefore, to make themselves amfiable 
to all around them, behave towards them with every 
reasonable expression of kindness. If you desire to 
see them contentious and quarrelsome, and ready, on 
every occasion, to pour forth torrents of abusive lan- 
guage, you cannot train them up more effectually in 
such an odious manner of behaviour, than by fre* 

quently 
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quentljT provoking them to anger without any justi- 
fiable cause. 

4. It is of vast importance to guard young persons 
against the common, but false and pernicious notion, 
that the ways of wisdom are not pleasantness and 
peace. But, instead of guarding them against this 
notion, you infuse it into their minds by harsh and 
rigorous behaviour. 

All men desire to enjoy pleasure ; but, above all, 
young persons and children, who have yet little relish 
for profit or honour, and therefore place the greatest 
part of the happiness of life in pleasure, and its chief 
misery in being denied those gratifications from which 
it results. 

We h^ve often heard of religious parents, whose 
cfeys of old age have been imbittered by the bad be- 
haviour of those children that have been, with the 
utmost care, educatedjn the knowledge and practice 
•of religion. One cause of it has sometimes been, 
that the parents have over-done in this great duty of 
educating their children religiously. They have been 
too severe and harsh in their admonitions and re- 
proofs. They have held the reins of discipline with 
too strait a band, and have not duly considered the 
difference between youth and mature age ; between 
babes, and young men, and fathers in Christ. 

I am far from wishing any indulgence in sin to be 
granted to children, or connivance at the jieglect of 
any necessary duty. I do not say that they ought to 
be allowed too much time even for their lawful di- 
versions. But this I say, that they ought to be. go- 
verned as much as possible by love, and that the love 
of their parents should be made apparent to ttiem in 
O n ] their 
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their general course of behaviour^ unless their f'autt^ 
exceed the ordinary faults of young persons of thek 
age. I plead not for sin, but for the honour of reli- 
gion, when I contend, that compassion and kindne^ 
should be shewn even to oflFeoding children, when 
they give signs of repentance } and often, -too, before 
they give signs of repentance, that they may be the 
more easily induced to repent. <« When Israel was a 
child^^ says God, ^< then I loved htm. I taught £- 
phraim also to go, taking them by the arms. I drew 
them with cords of a man, with bands of love, and 
I was to them as they that take off the yoke from 
their jaws, and I laid meat unto them." If the Lord 
had not shewed all that sparing mercy and tender kind- 
ness to his nation in their state of childhood^ he 
would not have accounted their defections so inex- 
cuseable as they were. «< What iniquity,** says he, 
/< have your fathers found in me, that they are gone 
^way far from me ? Have Ibeen unfo Israel a barren 
wilderness, or a land of darkness ? Wherefore say my 
people, We aiae lords, we will come no more unto 
thee?" Had God been a barren wilderness unto 
them, theiy might have pleaded something to excuse 
themselves, vwhen they xame no more unto him. If 
he had not drawn. them with cords of love, and with 
the bands of amafn^ diey could not indeed have al- 
ledged that there ^was any umighteousness with him; 
but their alienation from God would have been ten 
times less aggravated. Thus, likewise, if, through 
the austerity of parents, religion feels as a load to 
their children, which they will shaflce off as soon as 
it is in their power, they deserve pity as well as 
blame ; and those, whosoever they be^ that give oc- 

^ , casion 
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casion-for unjust suspicions concerning the ways of 
God, must bear their own burden. 

Our blessed Lord, by his example, taught as how 
tQ avoid both the dangerous extremes of suffering sin 
in his pupils, and of discouraging their hearts by need- 
less austerities* When Peter spoke against the cross, 
he reproved him with seveiity as an agent of the de- 
vil ; and yet, when the same man, with hk compa- 
ni<>ns, gave way to sleep in the time of our Lord's 
agony, he only said, " What ! could ye not watch 
with me one hour ?'' Jle never with-held needful ad- 
monitions, but administered them in such a way as 
to shew that his love to his disciples was not abated 
by their infirmities. He taught and' enjoined every 
needful duty, and yet he did not require from them 
such frequent fasting^ as those of which John's dis^ 
ciples and^the disciples of the Pharisees boasted. The 
reason for this part of iiis behaviour was, that his 
disciples were yet but children in their attainments, 
and that the time was not yet come when such fast- 
ings were requisite. Mark, ii. 18.— 22. << He fed 
his flock like a shepherd ; he gathered his sheep with 
his arm ; he carried the Iambs in his bosom ; he 
gently led those that were with young. The bruised 
reed he did not break ; the smoaking fiax he did not 
quench." He behaved with all that meekness of wis- 
dom which became the Author of our salvation, the 
great pattern of all that is amiable and condescend- 
ing. Thus he still acts tow^ds his people : thus he 
acts towards us wiio hiave die inspection ef the ^ouls 
of our fellow-mortals ; thus he acts towards those 
whom he has placed under our inspection^^f^fl^f^^e 
kave ever ^een the glory and beauty oi^m^: meekne| 
2 
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^nd gemleuessof Christ, Sre will endearour to retfom- 
ciend his laws to all around us, by making it to ap^ 
pear, that, according to our measure, we are changed 
into the same image. 

Having thus iliewn, that the apostle, with his usual 
wisdom, requires parents to shew forth the meetness 
and gentleness which becomes the followers of Christ 
to their children, whilst they endeiavour to *^ bring' 
them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord -^ 
and having recommended the leading duties necessary 
to be practised by Christians, in the holy education 
of their children, I shall conclude thi$ discourse with 
an address, first to children, and th&n to parents. 

1. From what has been said^ you who ^re 'childreti 
must not infer, that your parents are to blame when 

. they do not gratify your humours, or when they ad- 
minister the rod of correction at times, or in ^ degree 
that you may think unnecessary. You are iK)t so wise 
as your parents. They know far better than you do^ 
what methods of behaviour are best calculated for 
your advantage. It does not, at least, become you M 
think otherwise. Tou are apt to be partial to your- 
selves ; and in nineteen instances out of twenty you^ 
will mistake in judging for yourselves against them, \rt 
your own favour. A modest child will be, for the 
most part, disposed to think tliat his patients treat him 
as well as he ought to be treated, although hecanmit. 
discern the reasons of their conduct. 

I confess there are too many instances in wliicb 
parents Violate the rule of the apostky whick I have 

' been enileavourix^ to explain \ and there at>e s6i«i<* in-' 
stances^ io which they may vioiafte it so palpablyr that 
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cbildreu themselves must see it, unless thef should seal 
up their eyes. Jonathan could not but see that Saul 
did not act the part of a father to him, when he loaded 
hira with bitter words, and threw the javelin against 
him. But, remember that your duty to your parents 
does not lose its obligation by their bad behaviour. They 
are your parents still. The fifth commandment is still 
in force* It is harder to observe it, but it must be ob- 
served, if you mean not to transgress the laws of your 
heavenly Father, who surely never treated you harshly. . 
A certain Romany in the days of Paganism, 
called Titus Manlius, was extremely ill treated by 
his father, for no' other reason but a defect ia 
his speeclv. A tribune of the people brought an 
accusation against the father before the people^ 
who^ hated him for his imperious conduct, and 
were determined to punish him with severity* 
The young man came one morning very early from 
his father^s cotmtry'farm, where he was forced to 
live in the style of a slave, and, finding out the 
bouse of the tribune who had impeached his fa* 
ther, compelled him to swear that he would im« 
mediately drop the prosecutirai. Oaths being at that 
time held inviolable iii Rome, the tribune declared 
before the people, that he withdrew his charge a* 
gainst old Manlius, because his son Titus had ob« 
liged him to promise upon oath that he would carry 
it no farther. The people, charmed with the filial 
piety of Titus to an unnatural father, not only fiwr* 
gave the old man, but hext year advanced his ge- 
nerous son to the supreme honours of the state. 
Here you ace how men, guided only by the light <rf 
0ature, approved and admired filial love^^^S»>iupe- 
O 3 ^ rWSk 
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rious father. How inexcuseable, then, will you be, 
if, under the light of divine revdation, you canndt, 
.for the sake of Christ, who died for you when you 
were his enemies, behave dutifully to rdations who 
do not behave dutifully to you ? 

Did Jonathan rebel against his father for affronting 
him in the most outrageous manner, and seeking the 
blood of a friend whom he loved as his own soul ? 
No : Jonathan speaks in a becoming manner of his 4 
father to David, when he was forced to acknowledge 
his injustice, and fpught and fell by his side in the 
fatal battle of Gilboa. If he had not continued to 
behave with propriety to a harsh father, David would 
not have found reason to say in his funeral elegy, ' 
5* Saul and Jonathan were lovely in their lives, ^nd 
in their death they were not divided." 
. You have an infinitely nobler example than Jona- 
than, to teach you to behave well to friends that give 
yoH too good reason to be dbsatisfied virith their con« 
duct. You have the example of our suffering Re- 
deemer. He called the apostles his friends and Im 
brethren ; yet they all forsook him, and fled, when 
he was sufTering for them. But did he desist from 
his redeeming woric ? did he abate in his love ? Ha«» 
ving loved his ovim which were in the world, he 
loved them unto the end, and? gave them the brightest 
displays of bis love at the very time when they dealt 
deceitfully with him, like ^ the stream of brooks that 
pass away. 

Seek grace from God to behave dutifully to every 
frigid that behaves undutifully to you, and you shaU 
in no wise be unrewarded. Consider what Peter says 
of .the duty of servants to bad masters. May it not 

be 
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ht applied to the duties of children to parents, and to 
the duties of every other relation, where harsh seve- 
rity on the one part takes place of that gentleness: 
which the nature of the relation requires ? " Ser- 
vants, be subject to your masters with all fear ; nor 
only to the good and gentle, but also to the froward. 
For this is thank^worthy, i^F a man for conscience to^ 
Wards God endure grief, suffering wrongfully. If, 
when ye do well, and suffer, ye take it patiently, this 
is acceptable with God. For even Christ suffered 
for us> leaving us an example that we should follow 
his steps,** 1 Pet. ii. 18; — 25"; 

2. I might now dismiss the subject with a very 
short appeal to the con«cien<jes of those who are 
parents, whether there is- any tfiing in the present 
Fife to which you are Bound more carefully to attend,, 
than ta the duties' which are here enjoined by the 
authority of Christ f But I will yet beg ybur pa- 
tience a little Fonger, that I may say something more 
on your children's behalf. Their souls are exceed- 
ingly precious. If, by a few more arguments,' I can 
prevail on any parents to do what they can for the 
salvation of their children, the patience of the 
whole assembly will be well bestowed, and vnW re- 
compensed. If a single child in the assembly had 
fallen down dead, like Eutychus, from* the loft, would 
you think your time ill bestowed, if you should att^ 
wait together a full hour, to see if any of you could 
do any thing that might be a means of restoring him 
to life ? 

I need not exhort you separately, 1. To beware of 

provoking your children to wrath; an d,_2. To be 

careful about training them up for G^^j^fyJ SfehfeV ou 

04 
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are exhorted to bring them up for God, you are ex- 
horted at the same time to shew them ail that kind- 
ness which is 80 necessary to sweeten your instructions 
and reproofs. When the physician prevails on you 
to administer some bitter drug to your child, he will 
not need many words to persuade you to cover it over 
with some palatable ingredient. 

I. For God's sake, who has commanded you to 
** bring up your children in the nurture and admoni- 
tion of the Lord,*' neglect not this comprehensive 
duty. Are you Christians ? Then you are the ser- 
vants of God J and what has tlie servant to do but 
what his master requires ? Every good servant will 
chearfuUy endeavour to execute the commandments 
of a good master. 

The least intimation of the will of God will cer^ 
tainly be regarded by all thtt join themselves to the 
Lord^ to serve him, to love the name of the Lord, to 
be his servaxxt^. But the commandment in our text 
if certainly to be considered as one of the greatest 
Cominandji;nents. What doth your gracious Master 
ce^quire ^om you, but that you should promote hi^ 
glory to the utmost of your power, by working out 
youv own salvation, and by contributing your in- 
^uence to promote the salvation of your fellow-sin* 
pers ? those - especially wbo are under your au- 
thority. Say not, < If I work out my own salvation, 
-yfhzt more can be required from me ?* You cannot 
work out your own salvation, if you are not deeply 
concerned about the salvation of your children. If 
God work in you both to will and to do, you will 
feel ardent desires to promote the salvation of your 
fellow^men ; and these desired wUl not ^eep, in your 

bosomsv 
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bosoms. They will be expre^ed in earnest endea- 
vour6> where there is a probability that theee endea- 
vours will not be in vain in the Lord. 

Attend, all je who call yourselves the people of 
the Lord, unto one of his laws which I am going 
to recite in your ears. It is a law which he hath 
established in his church, that the glory of his name 
might be advanced, in every age, and transmitted by 
every present generation to every succeeding genera^ 
tion : « He established a testimony in Jacob, and ap- 
pointed a law in Israel, which he commanded our 
fathers, that they should make them known to their 
children," This, certainly,, is not one of those tem- 
porary laws which were to be abolished at the time 
of reformatioii. If we suruame ourselves by the 
name of Israel, we will certainly acknowledge that 
dus law of the God of Jacob demands our most at- 
tentive regard.^ 

What i§ the most earnest desire of every Cbrisi. 
tian ? Is it nof that he may be enabled to walk wor- 
thy of the Lord unto all pleading ?. If so, let it be 
remembered, that the way of pleasing God is to stand 
perfect and' complete in all the will of God* And 
this is certainly an eminent part of his revealed will, 
that we should endeavour to train up our cWWren 
for his service. How well he is pleased with obe- 
dience to his ' will in this point, is plain from the' 
gra^iom words spoken concerning Abraham, Gen. 
xviw, 18. 19. Abiraham was the friend of God, anct 
G«d twould-hide flone of all . those secrets firom him, 
whkh; i^. might fc«'<)f "ttscr^tiJ him to know. But, 
how did it appear that Abraham, was the friend of 
€k>d^« « Shdi I hid&frofti Abraham,** s^idihe Lord, 
O 5 ' « that^ 
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** that wUdi I do, settag I know Ahxdbjkm, that he' 
will conifatad hb childreln and his hotttebold after 
hitni and they^gfaall keep the way of the Lord to do 
judgement and justice* that I may briag upon Abra* 
ham that which I have ^ol^n of him/' Abraham'^ 
children that were chiefly to enjoy and improve his 
ioftructions were not yet born) but God knew that 
Abraham would command them, as span as it was 
possible to command them, to keep the way of the 
Lord I and God will not suffer Abraham to go un- 
rewarded at that time, for what he was afterwardi 
to do. Many good works had Abraham already 
done for God, and yet God mentions none of them. 
The God wbo^knows all things, knew that he would 
command his children, and his household after him» 
to keep the way of the Lord. This instance of hia 
piety is singled out from all others by God, when he 
designed to do hipfi honour, and to reward his piety 
with a distinguished token of his friendship. Think 
not within yourselves that Abraham is your father, if 
you do not the work%of Abraham ; or that Christ 
will acknowledge you as his friends* if you keep not 
this important coxpmaiidment, of bringing up your 
childrsn in the nurture and admonition of the Lcnrd. 
By obeying it* you not only prove your fidelity ia 
one part of your duty, but, as far as li^ia you* you 
cause the commandments of the Lord to be< observed 
by your ^children after you. By negteodng it* you 
are diargeable wiA innumeraUe^acts of- disobedience 
in one, because the iniquities of your diildren, the 
consequences of your neglect, will be justly {daced 
to your account. 
2. I urge you to perform this duty from t «f gard 

to 
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tb your chiMren. You love them. But how do ydta 
shew your love to them ? Is it only by providing for 
them those things that are necessary for their bodies ? 
But, wherein are you better than the most stupid or 
ferocious animals, if your views, either for your* 
selves or for your children, are confined within such 
narrow bounds ? Do not even tigers and lionesses- 
provide what is needful for the subsistence of their* 
young ? Perhaps you say, that you educate them to 
be useful- and^ accomplished members of society, by' 
giving them instruction in arts or sciences. This is 
certainly good in its place. But what do you more' 
than heathens, if yoU do not likewise teach them to' 
fear God ? Or do you not rather come short of the' 
heathens, who used to train up their children in the 
knowledge and worship of the gods of their- fa-^ 
thers ? 

Yoitknow that your cMd^cn were born in a state' 
of sin and misery, and that it would have been good* 
for them never to-have been^ bom^ if they are never 
recovered from that state; Not>e can recover them 
from it but God, who hat*'appointed par^tal instruc- 
tion and discipline as one of* the principal means for 
this purpose. If you do nob apptjr this mean^ what* 
oUigationare they under ta you for giving them a 
life, which, for any thing that you will do to prevent* 
it, must be miserable beyond expression through end- 
less ages ? If you saw them ready to be cak into a 
burning fiery furnace, what would you not do to 'Save 
them? Would you not part with every shilling ei 
your pioperty, with the: clothes on your back> almost 
with your lives, to buy them a pardon, if they were 
condemned by human laws to the flame^>«S'^3^ch 
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iUfl^$ §gaii exhaust db«ir powtrto tossient. The 
flamee of b«U are eteriiaJ> and aU siaiierd imtst dweH 
with these evetUituig bttroings^ who are not washed^ 
and eanctifiedy axul justified in the name of the Lord 
J^&lMy and by the Spirit of our God, whose ordinary 
method of operation is ilbt by immediate insfHr^^ioPy 
\^uX by that knowledge of the truth which is obtained 
through the means appointed by himself. No doub^> 
the Spirit of God can work, by other metns than pa- 
rental instructions^ or without means, if he pleases. 
Qut God can likewise provide food and raiment for 
children without the help of their parents, or he 
c^Ottld feed us all with bread from heaven^ as he fed 
the children of Israel in the desart \ and -yet no imn 
will neglei;t the ordinary means of providing for him^ 
s^lf, or for his family, unless he is d^prired of the use 
of his understanding. 

Would you not be very diligent in labouring for 
your famii^es, if you saw « rational {prospect of pro* 
viding a ri<^ estate for them by the blessing of God 
upon your industry ? No o^n can have a more ra- 
tional prosjpect of laying up a rich portion for his 
children by his utnnost iodustry> ^han Christians have 
of being instrupiental in the deliverance of those chil- 
4ren whcHn they tjrain up for God, feom the power 
of darkfi^s, that» being ivaqslated into the kingdom 
of God's dear §OBj they may possess |he iiikenn»Qe 
vbich is incorruptible^ undefiled, and fadfth not away* 
Will you be more careful to provide far the fruit of 
your bodies the mjfsat that perisheth, than the meat 
which endureth ui>to eternal Mfe? Are you moro 
anxious to see them in possession of enjoyments wluch 

easDte^ 
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canoot continue with tb^m seventy or eighty f^u, 
4Tid probably will n&t continue with, them half thai 
timet than to be bles^d with the transporting l¥>pe 
of seeing them in possession of those eternal pleasures 
which are at the right-hand of God ^ of those plea- 
sures which were purchased, not with corruptiUe 
things, such as silver and gold, but with the precious 
bloftd of Christ ? What, then, must we think of your 
temper of miiKl ? Are you to be ranked with those 
who mind earthly things, or with those who have 
their conversation in heaven, from whence we lodt 
for the Saviour ? with those who look at the things 
which are seen, and are temporal, or with those who 
look at the things which are not seen, and are eternal ? 
Judge for yourselves. 

I know what some will think, although, perhaps, 
they will not say it* They love their children very 
well, but they see that the duties recommended to 
them would put them to a great deal of trouble, ami 
the success of their endeavours is v^y tmoettain.. 
They would gladly submit to all the toU, if it .were 
pertain that their children would obtain all those ad- 
vantages from it wlueh have been mentiooed* But 
good parents "have sometimes bad childr«i> after all 
the pains they can bestow upon lihom, and diare£ore 
they will leave it to God to d«|il as he pleases vnth 
their own children; only using such means to in- 
struct them in their duty, as other people around 
them use. 

Why do you grudge the trouble of doing your ditty 
to your children ? Did you ever hope to bring up a 
family without trouble? You certainly read the 
Bible before you married your wives, ar^*ii?^|5|0*airi 

tci 
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t«Uiag yoa, that those persons who wished to have 
wiTeSi or husbands, must expect trouble in the flesh. 
Is trouble- to be grudged only when it is intended to^ 
serve the best purposes in the world ? You must have- 
some trouble while you live in a troublesome world.^ 
But no troubles are so well recompensed with plea- 
sure and advantage, as those which are chearfully en-- 
dured in the service of God,^ Indeed, if we "are 
faithful servants to God, our troubles wilt be turned- 
into pleasures. Love to Rachel made Jacob's servicer 
ef Laban pleasant, although he was exposed to the 
scorching heats of the dajs to the freezing colds of 
the'night, yea, to what is more grievous than both^ 
the ill usage of a bard uncle. Will not love to Christy 
and love to your children, make those labours plea-* 
sant, which are designed to promote the glory of Christi 
in the salvation of your children i 

But here, you will say,, lies die hardship. < Wliar 
reason have I to hope that tAj children will receive 
any saving benefit i* I say, on the other skle, whatf 
knowest thou, O man ! ^x^ether thou ^alt save thy 
children i If this is not a. sufficient mo^^ for frytng^ 
it, Paul was a bad reasoner,. although he was taught 
by a greater nuister than . GaasaUeh I confess tha^ 
your labours may be unsucossaful ^ but you rousc^ 
grant that it is very^fossible, if not h^ly prd>able, 
that they may be successfuL If they are not success* 
ful with all your children, they may be with some^ 
<< I know Abraham, diat he will command his chit* 
dfen, and his household after him, and they' will keep 
the way of the Lond;^ Well do we know th^t many 
of Abraham's dnldrsn after tarn did not keep the 
way of the Lord* The number of his natural seed 

that 

Digitized by CjOOQ li. 



TO TH£IR CHILDREN. 3£7 

tlut kept tiie way of the Lori, has not hitherto been 
uoarly equal to the number which has not kept it. 
And yetj in God's own estimation^ his labours have 
been crowned with glorious success. 

Perhaps those very children which, at present^ 
cause to your minds the greatest uneasiness by their 
perverseness, may yet be your greatest comforts, if 
you persist, against discouragements, in doing your 
duty. The woman of Canaan saw her desire at last 
upon her daughter, although she met with greater dis- 
courag<>ments in the means she used for obtaining her 
cure, than you have yet p:iet with in your endeavours 
to do good to the souls of all your children togethlbr. 
The great Augustine, in his younger days, was a 
Manichee, (one who ascribed the work of creation 
to the devil). He was a libertine in his conduct^ 
and cost his mother maiiy tears, and many prayers ; 
but she was told by her pious friends, that the child 
of so many prayers and tears could not be lost; 
which was accdrdingly verified to ber happy expe- 
rience. Perhaps from the day that John the divine 
died, there kas not been a gieater man in the church 
than Augustine. 

If you should lie 4owj:i in the grave without seeing 
ai^ haj^y effects of four instructions, f ou may hear 
of. tliem in another world. . Manasseh, the son of 
Hezekiah, was no doubt instmcted with all possible 
care by his father, and by the profdiet Isaiah. << The 
fadier to the. children/' says Hetekiah, << shall declare 
thy truth.** His ^wn sob,'hdwe?er, did not know . 
the liOrd for a knig time sifter his father's d^eatb.: 
But the Lord sent, upon him $gre tflliction, to put 
bm in mind of what be learned j^^nei Ius.s;£i3l^^ and 
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^ then Manasseb," though formerly the worst of men, 
<* knew the Lord that he was God." When he was 
among the thoms, he knew and called to mind the 
way of finding mercy, for he had learned it in the days 
of childhood^ ahhongh he had long forgotten it. 

Although your own immediate children should de« 
rive little benefit from your deaHngs with, them, your 
grandchildren may. So much knowledge of religion 
may be transmitted to your descendants as may have 
little effect on one generation, but a saving effect on 
another ; for religion, kept up in the knowledge of it,^ 
though useless to those that bold the truth without 
feeling its power, may be transmitted by them to those 
whom the grace of God may enable to make a better 
improvement of it. We do not read o£ the good ef- 
fects of Abraham's, instructions tzpon Ishmael ^ though, 
from the expression of his being gathered to his people, 
and from the prayers of Abriham for him, which wer^ 
graciously answered by God, we may with some pro- 
bability infer that he died a fkint^ €^n. xmu xxv* 
We do not read' of any good eiiects* of Isaac's instruc-* 
tions upon Esau. But we know, that the posterity 
of Ishmael and of Esau lived in Arahia, where the 
knowledge and practice of true reH^on- s^tnx to have 
been ^ili pvef erved amongst the;desoendLsmt$ ^ Abra* 
ham, and of his frichds, .when otbar natkms were 
generally, if not miiversaUy idolatei^. ^« Wh^ knoweth 
not in all these,^ says Jlob, "that th« hand^of the Lord 
hath wrought this ?" And fbewhere he speaks of the. 
worship of the suJi and mcon, 'thc.esiTdlest**tf{)€cies pi 
idolatry, as a crirtie t© be ^uptefhedr by thi Jadges-j 
which may indeed mean, thfttjit iB a crime which 
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will cettainly be punished by God, the Judge of the 
universe, (who is frequently spoken of in the plural 
number). But, at any rate, this, and many other pas* 
sages in the speeches of Job and his friends, make 
it evident that the country where they dwelt was very 
far from being destitute of the knowledge or fear of 
the true God. And the names of Eliphaz, Teman, 
Buz, leave little room to doubt whence the friends of 
Job had learned religion. 

What knowest thou, O man ! whether thou shalt 
save thy children, or whether thou shalt be instru- 
mental in the salvation of thy grandchildren, and of 
their children, to the tenth and twentieth generation ? 
Was not Jeroboam the piague and the curse of his 
people from generation to generation ? It is highly 
probable, that many of their descendants are, to thi? 
day, practising those idolatries which he taught their 
fathers, or other worse idolatries, to which they wer^ 
Jed of course, when they were driven from following 
the Lord. It is to be confessed, that the instruction 
which causeth to err from the worda of knowledge^ 
has ordinarily a greater influence upon men, than 
those holy instrtjctions which are drawn from th^ 
scripture j because, through the corruption of human 
nature, sin pleases men more than holiness. Yet th^ 
grace of God can give that efficacy to good instruc- 
tions, which will render them the seed of holiness to 
many succeeding generations. Abraham's endeavours 
to transmit religion to his posterity, seemed to have 
lost their effect during the course of many genera* 
tions ; and yet God, by the unseen workings of his 
4)rovidence, preservecf the knowledge of his doctrines 
frofti being utterly extinguished amongst hh 
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and often revived his work in the midst of the yeari 
of apostacy^ Divine. grace can certainly give that 
permanency to the effect of instructions that are well- 
pleasing in his sightj which the corrupt bias of the 
human heart gives to the influence of error and wick- 
edness; and therefore we ought, for the sake of 
generations yet unborn, for the sake of generations 
to be born hundreds of years hence, to take care 
what education we give to our children, and what 
example we set them. The effect of our conduct to- . 
wards our children may operate upon their children 
to remote ages. If we train them up in ignorance 
and irreligion, it is probable that they wiU transmit 
ignorance and impiety to their childreh also, and to- 
their children's children. If we train them up in the 
fear of God, we may be instruments, under divine- 
in^uence, of preserving the knowledge of Gk>d in our 
land, till that happy period come, when t&e know-^ 
ledge of God shall cover the earth, as the waters 
cover tfie sea. Our instructions and example may- 
Contribute to that glorious revival of religion whicR- 
is to take place in the latter days, althougk it 
should yet be removed from^ us to the distance of 
two hundred years. It is a question whether we- 
shall live to see that happy period of the church, but 
we daily pray that it may come* Our works and our 
prayers are inconsistent with one anodier, if we do 
not endeavour to sow that se^d which, in the last 
days, will' spring up so abundantly.. If we are in 
heaven when^ that period comes, it will double our 
joy to know, that any thing which^we did whilst we 
were in the world haa^ contributed to effect such a 
happy change. This, I think, we may freely infer 
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from what our Lord says to kb disclplesi John, ir. %6^ 
-~38. concerning the advan^ges which his disciples 
derived . from the labouts of their predecessors, and 
the joy which will be felt by sowers and reapers to- 
gether, when the harvest is gathered in. 
^ i. Let your own comfort and advantage in the ef-* 
feet of your laboui*s, excite you to make full probf of 
all that can be done for the salvation of ypur chil** 
dren. 

Train up a child in the way that he should go, and 
when he is grown op, he will be wise ; and what 
joy can exceed that of a father in the wisdom of his 
son, especially when his own nistructions and ex* 
ample have greatly contributed to make him wise? 
Will not sUch children be the crown of their parents, 
both in this worldi and at the appearance of Jesus 
Christ ? 

Allowing, Vhat may be true, although we hope 
otherwise, that ycmr children should remain to the 
end blind and hardetied, aft^r «il that you can do 
for their souls, your labour is not lost. You shall 
have your reward. The reward of Christ's servants 
is according to their work, not according to their 
success, 1 Cor. iii. 13. 14. This surely may ^tisfy 
you, when it satisfied Christ in i like case. " I said, 
I have laboured in vain, I have spent my strength for 
nought, and in vain ; yet surely my reward is with 
the Lord, and my work with my CJod," Whilst 
you are in this world, your compassion for your pe- 
rishing children will, indeed, greatly abate your com. 
fort : but, in this world, whilst they Tnre, you cannot 
certainly k^Ow that your labour will always remain 
uncrowned with success. If they should 
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i|i their iniquities rhrough their oWi* fally, 70U9cbowe!$ 
pf compassion must be greatly tiQubkd witlkin you ; 
but the pain you feel will not be, by a thousand times, 
90 distressing as your self-^torrneming reftections would 
be, in the cons4;iqus.»e6s th«t their perdition njust be 
in part imputed to yourselves. David moutned bit- 
terly the fate of his unhappy son Abwlom ; but^ froni 
^me of his last compositions, Fsa].$viii Ixxxii. 2 Sanu 
xxiii. we may justly infer, that he recovered his wonN 
cd chearf Illness of spirit aiwl jqy it\ tie Lord. We 
have ra> reason to think that Eli, if be had lived many 
years after the deatli of Hophni arid Phinchae, would 
ever have enjoyed a day'fr happiness.. The assiuance 
of heaven to hinaself could scarcely h^ye noadg a matt 
happy on eartli, whose sous had perished through his 
neglect. There will be no sorrow in heaven. But, 
if it were possible that any grief could enter into the 
abodes of blissj { believe it would jjei^re iipon those 
men, ^soote of whom ff^f h^ye. » htiinble phice ia 
those d>«fellings, whpse chi%f u Md perished througli 
their aegligencej or tlie iniJ^^nce pf their bad ^^ 
ample. Although p^ents obtain repentance for tl^ig 
pwn faults, they caimot give.it to ^^ir xbildreo^ to 
repair theif former enrqrs. • 1 .- , . 

4. Your duty to. your pjufQitSj .or toujour rcn^ote 
ancestors, who transiuitted unto y0U the truths^ of 
God, biiwlsyQu t<? transmit theii? r^Hgion to their pos- 
terity. Many of them jeoparded their Jives^ in de- 
fence of the truth, that it might come 4o^n unadul* 
terated ta you. Read the history of the contendingjs 
of your fathers in the various refc»?mation<>peftods of 
our chur<;h, and especially in days of bloody persecu-* 
tions. Will not their perils, th^ij sojemn covenant^ 

their 
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their prisons, their scaffolds, brar witness against you 
at the day of judgenitDt, if It is found, that, by your 
negligence or misbehaviour, you have ddne what 
was, in your pow^ to make all their generous efforts 
Useless to their posterity ? Do you wish to re^mble 
those wretched kings of Judah, who did not that 
which was right in the sight of God, like David their 
father ? 

But I have more powerful arguments still to en- 
force parental duty. They are tak^n from the re- 
demption purchased for us by Christ. No conside- 
ration will be more effectual to impress us with a 
sense of the importance of our own salvation, or of 
the salvation of bur children and friends, than those 
which are drawn from the works that Christ per- 
formed, and the sufferings that he endured for our 
salvation. Think, careless sinners, of our Lord's 
deep abasement. Why did he come into our world, 
clothed with a mortal body ? Why did he endure 
pain, and shame, and the wrath of God ? Was it 
not to obtain salvation for us ? Ai\d will you, liere- 
after, think it a matter of small concern, whether you 
share in his salvation or not ? Will you account 
it a hardship that you must put yourself to some 
trouble to promote the salvation of those whom you 
love ? O that the mind which was in Christ were in 
us also ! We would, like Paul, be willing to endure 
all things for the elect's sake, that they may obtain 
the salvation which is in Christ, with eternal glory. 
You know not, indeed, whether your children are 
elected or not, till the fruits of their election appear 
in their lives. But do you think that Paul could dis- 
tinguish 
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tinguish the elect, before their effectual calling, anjr 
more than yourselves ? You do not defer their bap- 
tism till you are assured of their election. Instruct, 
admonish, correct them ; pray for them, and your 
work shall be rewarded. 



THE 
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THE INFLUENCE OF RELIGION ON MI- 
LITARY COURAGE. 

▲ SERMON, PREACHED IN AUTUMN 1803. 



Dan. xi, 32. 



But the people that do know their God, shall be strongs 
and do exploits, 

xHIS is a time of alarm and anxiety. We have 
sinned against the Lord, and he threatens us with 
wars of a kind to which we have not been accustom- 
ed. In former wars, a few amongst us were called 
out to risk their Rves by sea, or in distant lands, 
against our enemies. The greater part of our coun- 
trymen lived in p Ace amidst those rumours of distant 
wars which were carried on for the security of distant 
possessions. But now, a powerful enemy threatens 
•to invade our island, and may spread terror and devas- 
tation, to what extent we know- not. Our inexpe- 
-rience of the alarms and miseries of war will render 
them more dreadful, if an angry <jod should be plea- 
sed to visit us with this calamity. 

It is the duty of all who are, or who may J^j^^^^ ^J cA 
by goremment to hazard their lives in thg 




336 THE INFLUENCE OF RELIGION 

of the field, for the preservation of our country, to 
furnish themselves with all necessary qualifications for 
fighting with spirit against those enemies that seek our 
destruction. 

Many are, at present, learning the use of military 
weapons ; and it is to be hoped that, if they should 
be called >to use them, they will quit themselves like 
men. Yet they may find it a great disadvantage to be 
under a necessity, in their entrance upon a manner of 
life wholly new, to encounter men long used to arms, 
and often crowned with victory. But our text in- 
forms us of a qualification which may fit them to ap- 
pear in the field of battle with the courage of heroes, 
and to encounter the mojt formidable enemies, with- 
out fear of the consequences. They tJmt know tJmr 
God shall be strongs and do exploits. 

These words are part of a prophecy which relates, 
as some think, to a very important period of the 
history of the Jews, when the Maccabees, at the 
head of handfuls of men, destroyed great armies of 
aliens, and were the happy instruments, in the hands 
of Divine Providence, of saving their church and 
nation from destruction,, and of raising it to a de- 
gree of consideration and reno^wi, equal to what 
they had enjoyed undetr'the administration of some 
of those good kings that sprung from David. Con- 
cerning this glorious period the prophet Zechariah 
speaks, when the Lord says by his mouth, « I have 
bent Judah for me, filled the bow with Ephraimt 
and raised up thy sons, O Zion I against thy 6onS| 
O Greece ! and made thee as the sword of a mighty 
«iaH. The Lord of hosts shall defend them, and 
they shall devour and subdue with sling^stones^ and 

^ , they 
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they shall drink, and make a noise as through wine j 
and they shall be filled Uke bowls, and as the comers 
of the altar ; and the Lord their God shall save them 
in that day as the flock of his people j for they shall 
be as the stones of a crown, lifted up as an ensign 
upon his land." 

Others refer this prophecy to the Christian church, 
and to the courage displaj^d by the followers of 
Christ in holding fast his name, and spreading the 
savour of it all around, in defiance of those Rohiaii 
tyrants who endeavoured to extirpate Christianity out 
of the vforld. This is probably the true application 
of it ; but the doctrine which I propose to consider 
from this text is clearly founded on the wrords, to 
whatever period you refer them : — ^That the true know- 
ledge of our God wiH strengthen us for doing exploits. 
Let us consider, 

I. Who they are that know their God. 
IL How the knowledge of God strengthens us for 
doing exploits. 

I.. Who they are that know their God. 

In the language of scripture, no wicked man knows 
the Lord : « The sons of Eli,*' it is said, were « sons 
of Belial-, they kncM^f not the Lord." No drunkard, 
no fornicator, no covetous person who is an idolater, 
no hypocrite, no unregenerate man, knows the Lord ; 
«« for the natural man recJeiveth not the things of the 
Spirit of God, neither can he know them, because 
they are spirituaUy discerned," 1 Sam. ii. 1 Cor. ii. J 4. 

But the Lord is known by all the upright j " fot 
P "the 
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^< the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom •; 
a good understanding have all they that do his com- 
jnandments." As soon as Manasseh repented of his 
jwickedness, it is said of him, « Then Manasseh knew 
the Lord, that he was God," 2 Chron. xxxiii. 13. 
Paal. cxi. 10. 

Those who know the Lord know something con- 
jcerning the perfections of his nature. It is but a 
« little portion that thejr hear of him, and the thunder 
of his power who can understand ?" But they know 
at least, that he is the Mo^t High over all the earth, 
glorious in holiness, invariable in justice, irresistible 
in power, " keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving 
iniquity, transgression, and sin, abundant in goodness 
and truth." 

They know him to be excellent and amiable in aU 
ius perfections, and would abhor themselves if they 
felt a latent wish that he were any thing else Jdian he is. 
Some are of such depraved mindsj ^at they think 
God is altogether like themselves i or of such depraved 
hearts, that thej wish he were changeable, or of less 
pure eyes than to behold inu}uity with detestation. 
But all who have seen the ieauty of the Lord, " give 
^anks at tlie remembrance of his holiness." 

They who know ^ir God know, that although 
there is but one God, yet therd»are three persons to 
whom the jglpry of deity equally belongs. They 
know something of the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and .of his Son and Spirit ; « for he 
who denieth the Son, the sam^s hath not the Father j 
but he who acknowledgeth the Son, ^ath the Father 
also," 1 John, ii. 23. Col. ii. 2. 

This 
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This knowledge of God is attended with suitable 
dispositions of heart. All who know God to salva- 
tion, ttiist in him as their God. They believe in his 
Son as their Saviour, and through him believe oa 
God as their Father, and their evetlasting portion -, for 
they know that he is worthy of their confidence, and 
that to disbelieve his record of eternal life in hb 
Son, would be to make him a liar. They love him 
with a supreme affection, because they tnow him to 
be infiilitely the most amiable of beings, and hav« 
known and believed his love towards tliem. They 
fear and tremble before him, because they know him 
to be of purer eyes than to behold evil, and that he 
will not look upon iniquity. They rejoice in his 
kindness, and count it their glory and joy to call him 
their God. 

They that know their God keep his <:ommand- 
ments. Disobedience to his voice they count the 
worst of all evils. Obedience to him is, in their 
view, indispensably necessary, because of his indispu- 
table right to rule over them, and the infinite obliga* 
tions they owe him as their Creator, their constant 
benefactor, and their Redeemer. «< Shalt thou 
reign," said Jeremiah to Jehoiakim, <« because thou 
closest thyself in cedar ? Did not thy father eat and 
drink, and do judgement and justice, and then it 
was well with him? He judged the cause of the 
poor and ne^dy ; th^n it was well with him. Was 
not this to know me ? saith the Lord.'* We cannot 
give a better proof that we know God, than by ser- 
ving our generation faithfully, according to the will 
of Cod- 

P 2 II. How 
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IL How the knowledge of God fits men for doing 
exploits^ is now to be considered. 

The word expMts is a supplemient of our transla- 
tion. But the words plainly signify, that those who 
know their God « shall be strong/' and do such 
things as could not be expected from persons not un» 
der the influence of a religious principle. 

The exploits done by those w)io know their God 
must be undoubtedly consistent with justice, Heroi* 
cal actions have been performed for the gratification 
of ambition, or other corrupt dispositions of the hu« 
man heart. But those who know their God would 
noti for the world, do an unjust action ; because 
they are persuaded that it would be a great loss, on 
the whole, to gain the whole world, and to lose their 
own soiils, or to risk the loss of their souls, by dis- 
obeying C^od. 

But, to defend their country when it is invaded 
or threatened by cruel enemies, is surely well-plea- 
sing to God, who strictly prohibits all selfishness of 
spirit, and requires us to make every needful sacrificcj 
and to encounter every danger, for the safety of those 
communities of which Divine Providence hath made 
us members. *< What good man ever hesitated,'* 
says a celebrated heathen author, « to die for his 
country ?" « God laid down his fife for us," says an 
inspired writer, « and we ought to lay down our lives 
for the brethren." By the brethren, John means our 
brethren in Christ, the children of God by faith in 
Christ Jews. Paul was chearfully ready to lay down 
his life for the brethren, when he was wHIing to be 
oflFered upon the sacrifice and service of their faith. 
The noble army of martyrs laid down their lives, not 
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only for their, heavenly Father, but for their brethren, 
when they sealed the truth with their blood. 

Our brethren ' according to the faith, and a great 
multitude of our brethren according to the flesh, ar 
included in- that large community for which some o 
you, for aught we know, may be called to encounter 
an enemy who seeks the destruction of all that is dear 
to us. How cold and selfish must our hearts be, if we 
shrink from difficulties or dangers necessary to be en- 
countered for their safety ! Selfish, did I say ? It must 
be a very misguided selfishness that disposes us to hide 
ourselves from our own flesh, and to surrender, with- 
out a struggle, our own best interests. 

But how does the knowledge of our God prepare 
us for doing what we may be called to do, in the de- 
fence of our country, and of ourselves ? . 

1. They that know their God, know his will, and 
are disposed to do it. And this is one article of the 
revealed will of God, that we should be ready, when 
we are called by providence, to defend our king and 
country, our liberties, and our religion. 

" Honour the king," « Be subject to every ordi- 
nance of man, for the Lord's sake/' These precepts 
do not require all of us to be soldiers ; but they re- 
quire all able-bodied men to be ready, at their king's 
call, to support his government when danger threa^ns 
it from intestine or foreign enemies. 

In former wars, few men were called to enlist 
themselves in the king's troops, that did not feel 
themselves disposed to enter into the military service. 
Now there is a demand for the service of mai^y, who, 
in less threatening times, would hav« cho sen to s pend 
their days in the labours of peace ; a^^^those^^ho 
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are backward to employ that strength which God hat 
given them in the service of their country, desire 
that others may be burdened, that themselves may be 
eased. What the revealed will of God in such e- 
raergencies is, we may learn from the inspired song 
of Deborah, in which she censures, with great seve- 
rity, those tribes of Israel that preferred their owa 
safety to the safety of their country ; and highly com- 
mends those that stood forward to avert the public 
danger. " Out of Ephraim was there a root of 
them against Amalek ; after thee, Benjamin, among 
thy people. Out of Machir came down governors, 
and out of Zebulun they that handle the pen of the 
writer ; and the princes of Issachar were with Debo- 
rah, even Issachar, and also Barak : for the divi«iom 
of Reuben there^ were great thoughts of heart. Why 
abodest thou among the sheep-folds, to hear the bleat- 
'4ngs of the flocks? For the divisions of Reuben 
there were gre^it searchings of heart. GiJead abode 
beyond Jordan ; and why did Dan remain in ships ? 
Asher continued on the sea-shore, and abode in his 
breaches.*' The cowards of Asher, of Gilead, and Reu- 
ben, are consigned to perpetual infamy bylhe song of 
the prophetess. The inhabitants of Meroz are laid un- 
der a grievous curse, not that they were enemies, but 
because they did not approve themselves friends to their 
country. " Curse ye Meroz, said the angel of the Lord, 
curse ye bitterly the inhabitants thereof ; because they 
came not to the help of the Lord, to the help of the 
Lord against' the mighty." The Lord needed not 
their help against the mighty. He could issue forth 
his commandments to the stars, or to the rivers, to 
fight against his enemies. The stars did fight in their 
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courses against Sisera ; and that ancient river, the river 
Kishon, swept them away. Yet it was his will that 
his people should testify their regard to himself, by 
fighting against the enemies of his people' and his 
' J^lory. And he was sore displeased with those who 
would not venture their lives, when they were called 
to do it, in his cause. But those who were forward 
to encounter the enemy are immortalised in this di- 
vine poem : «< My heart is towards the governors of 
Israel, that offered themselves willingly among the 
people : Biess ye the Lord. Zebulun and Naphtali 
were a people that jeoparded their lives unto the 
death, in the high places of the field* Blessed above 
women shall Jael the wife of Heber the Kenite b^ ; 
blessed shall she be^ above women in the tent." 

There are some to whom GoA has not given 
strength of body, and* there are others to whom he 
has not imparted vigour of mind, to serve their 
eoimtry against its enemies. Cowards were permit- 
ted by God to leave the camp of Israel, when a 
battle was to be fought with their enemies, lest the 
spirits of their brethren should be infected by their 
baseness of spirit. There are many others whose ser- 
vices will not- be needed. Let all such perspns en- 
deavour to* compensate their lack of service in the 
field, by their services* at- home, and^ particularly by 
their prayers for their brethren who may be called 
to encounter dingers for th^ir safety. But let none 
of thpse who willingly offered themselves dr^w 
back, if their actual service should be required. Let 
none be unwilling to perform their engagements. 
Every man that becomes a soldier engages to ob serve 
and execute the orders that are given M^Ki^^^frh 
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it may cost him. his life; and treachery is no lessi 
offensive to God, than dishonourable in the eyes of 
men. 

The difference between those who know their God 
and other men, is, that most other men will do some 
things that God requires, but they are not ready for 
every good work. Where their life, their interest, 
their credit, may suffer by obeying the will of God, 
they must be excused ; but the lovers of God delight 
to shew their obedience, where self-denial must be 
practised. You remember that first principle of the 
doctrine of Christ, " If any man will come after me, 
let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and fol* 
low me.** This requisition extends to life itself, if it 
is our duty to part with it. Christ died upon a cross 
for us, and we must be ready to die upon a cross for 
him. He died on his cross for our salvation; we 
mutt be ready to die a violent and painful, and even 
a shameful death, in obedience to his will, when we 
cannot avoid sin by sparing ourselves. When Peter 
ftaid to our Lord, « Far be it from thee, liOrd, to die 
upon a cross,*' he was greatly displeased with his real 
friend, as if he had been his worst enemy, because 
he dissuacfed him from giving bis life for us ; and we 
ought to consider those men as the agents of Satan, 
who persuatle us to save our lives at the expence of 
pur duty. 

It was the duty, some will say, of the blessed mar- 
tyrSf chearfully to surrender their bodies to the gal- 
lows, or to the devouring flames, for the name of 
Christ ; but it is a very different thing to die in a 
battle fighting for our country. What concent has 
Christ with the quarrels of nations i 

But 
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But whenever you venture your lives in obedience 
to the will of God, your sufferings are endured for 
Christ. Those who fight merely for their pay, or to 
avoid the shame attached to cowardice, or to gain the 
praise of valour, have the reward they seek. But if 
you fight because God requires you to defend your 
king, your country, your religious liberties, you 
walk in the spirit of those martyrs, who overcame 
the dragon by the blood of the Lamb, and by the 
word of their testimony. Paul places in the same 
class of heroes the men who by faith subdued king- 
doms, and turned to flight the armies of the aliens, 
with those viino wrought righteousness, quenched the 
violence of fire, and stopped the mouths of lions. 
When David risked his life against the enemies of his 
country, his conduct was no less acceptable to God 
than that of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, 
when they yielded their bodies to the burning fire, 
and of Daniel, when he exposed himself to the 
lions, that they might worship no other gods but 
their own God, 

2. They that know their^God are strengthened to 
do exploits, by their confidence in God as their own 
God. « They that know his name will put their trust 
in him 5" and " through him they will do valiantly.'* ' 

Our confidence in God is founded on the media- 
tion of our Lord Jesus Christ. << He is the way : 
no man cometh to the^ Father but by him." )^o\Vy 
when we believe in Jesus Christ for the remission of 
sins, and life everlasting, what haye we to fear ? 
Our souls are bound up in the bundle of life with the 
Lord our God. AVe may die, but W2 
hurt, because our sins are forgiven j r<; 
P5 
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forgiven, death itself cannot destroy us. It is a con- 
sciousness of guilt that disqualifies us for dangerous 
duties. We are sinners, and therefore every thing is 
terrible that brings death to our view. Were we de- 
livered from apprehensbns of the wrath of God, we 
would not be greatly moved at the thought of any 
thing that man can do to us. And how can guilty 
creatures be delivered from such disquieting appre- 
hensions, but by faith in the blood of Christ ? All 
other means of deliverance are delusions ; but « shall 
not the blood of Christ, who, through the eternal 
Spirit, offered himself without spot to God, purge our 
consciences from dead works," and insmre us with a 
confidence in God, not to be shaken by those whose 
power goes no farther than the killing of our bo- 
dies? 

When we place our trust in Christ as our Saviour, 
we trust In God as our Father, our friend, " the horn 
of our salvation, and our high tower." Having such 
trust through Christ, God-ward, what have we to 
fear ? «* The Lord is my light, and my salvation, 
whom shall I fear ? The Lord is the strength of my 
life, of whom shall I be afraid ? When the wiqked, 
even mine enemies, and my f6es, rose up against me 
to eat my flesh, they stumbled and fell. 'Though an 
host should encamp against me, mine heart shall not 
fear ; though w^r should rise against me, in this will 
I be confident. — Truly my soul waiteth upon God ; 
from him cometh my salvation. He only is my rock, 
and my salvation. He is my defence, 1 shall not be 
greatly moved," Psal. xxvii. 1.— 4-. Ixii. 1. 2. 6. 7. 

Believers in God have a sure ground for their con- 
fidence. He is an everlasting rock. His mercy en- 
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dureth for ever. His faithfulness is to all genera- 
tions ; and it is pledged in many great and precious 
promises scattered through every part of his word- 
They that know the name of God deKght in his 
word, and meditate upon it day and night ; and there 
are no parts of the word of God in which they delight 
to meditate more than on the promises, which are yea 
aiid amen'Mn Christ,. to the glory of God hy them. 
Those promises -^ especially demand our attention, 
which are best suited ^to our necessities. In the day 
of fear and danger, these promises of support, of de- 
liverance, of an happy- event to everything that in- 
terests us, demand our attention : <« Thou wilt keep 
Mm in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee, 
becai^se iie-trusteth 4n thee.: — He shall cover thee with 
his feathers ; . under his wings shalt thou trust : his 
faithfulness shall be th]^ shield and buckler. Thou 
shalt not be afraid of the terror by night ; nor for the 
arrow that flieth by day 5 nor for the pestilence that 
walketh- in. darkness; nor for the destruction that 
wasteth at noon»day« A thousand ^hall fall at thy 
Me, and ten thousand at thy right handy but it shall 
not come nigh thee.^Because thou hast ^ made the 
liord^^^who is my refuge^ even the Most Highy thine 
habitation,-, there shall no evil befal thee, neither shall 
any plague come nigh thy dwelling," Isa. xxvi. 8. 
Fsal. xci. 4*; Having such promises as these, may we 
not " bolflly say, The Lord is our helper, we will 
not be afraid what man can do unto us V* 

We trust God with the care of our souls, and hope 

in his mercy for everlasting life. And 6ught we not 

to trust him with our bodies also ? We believ^^^i^r, 

in his own time, he will quicken our ni(^ 
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and bring them again from the lower parts df t^e 
earth. And may we not trust his providence for the 
preservation of our bodies in this world, as long as it 
if necessary for ourselves or for our families that we 
should remain in the land of the living ? *< Precious in 
tRc sight of the Lord is the death of his saims." He 
will not suiler them to die when it is better for them 
to five. Long life is one of tlie promises made to 
those who honour their father and modier; and, 
according to the sound doctrine of our Shorter Cate- 
chism, these words, " father and mother," include all 
our lawful superiors. " He shall call on me,** says 
God concerning the believer in his name, <« and I will 
answer him ; I vrill be with him in trouble, I will 
deliver him, and honour him. With long life will I 
satisfy him, and shew him my salvation." 

Your Shorter Catechisni teaches you to understand 
such promises as thj^se with the limitation, that, *< as 
fat as it is for God*8 glory and our own good," we are 
to expect the literal accomplishment of them. And 
who would desire longer life than God sees to be for 
his own glory, and our good ? If the promises were 
not to be understood with this limitation, they would 
be threatenings in some cases, and promises in others. 

8. The people that do know their God, havfe learned 
patiently to do his will. 

Faith and patience are sometimes conjoined in the 
language and exhortations of the scripture. He who 
knows God, and trusts in him, will, ^< by patient con* 
tinuance in well-doing, seek for glory, and honour, 
aild immortality." Whilst we are in this bad world, 
we have need of patience j especially when we are 
called to extraordinary exertion in the service t)f God, , 
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or of our country. None can hopei to do exploits, 
that is unqualified to bear those things that are un* 
pleasant to the flesh. Hardness must be endured by 
every good soldier of Jesus Christ. « If we faint in the 
day of adversity, our strength is but small." 

When a man is called to encounter the enemies of 
his country, he may be exposed to sore fatigues, to 
cold, to hunger and thirst, to wounds, to captivity, 
to death. But if we know the Lord, we are prepared 
for these, and for evecy other evil that may meet us 
in the course of our duty. None of all these things 
can befal us without the providence of God. '< He 
keepeth all the bones of his saints : not one of them is 
broken ;" or, if any of them is broken, the pain and 
loss will be abundantly compensated ; " for we know 
that all things shall work together for good to them 
that love God, to them that are the called according 
to h]s purpose." "• 

Joab was not the best of men, but l?e fought gal- 
lantly for his king and country ; and the speech that 
he made before one of his battles, is recorded for the 
instruction of all that may be called to perilous ex« 
ploits : <« Be of good courage, and let us play the 
men for our people, and for the cities of our God ; 
and the Lord do that which seemeth him good." It 
is for our country and our God that we fight. We 
may lose our lives in the quarrel, but not without di- 
vine permission. Whatever we suffer, it is for him, 
and from him. It is his to determine the issue of the 
battle, and the fate of every soldier engaged in it. 
What Israelite would not rather die at the command- 
ment of the Lord, and in his service, than live in 
peace and pleasure, by a cowardly desertion of duty ? 
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Many of the holy martyrs suffered dreadful tori 
ments before they left the world. Their enemies 
wished that they might feel themselves die. But they 
knew in whom they trusted, and were persuaded that 
he put all their tears into his bottle. They took plea*, 
sure in suffering for himi and tlius ^< they overcame the 
drs^on. bj the blood of the Lamb, and by the word 
of their testimony ; and they loved not their lives unto 
rfie death." Blessed and holy are they who have thus 
learned to be moved by none of the evil things of 
life, nor to count life iteelf ' dear to them, that they 
may finish their course with joy, whatever that course 
of duty is which the providence of God hath marked 
out for rfiem. Who can doubt whether crowns, 
bright as those of the martyrs, shall be set upon the 
heads of such men as Colonel Gardiner> whom faith 
in God, and a sense of duty, exposed, m the field of 
battle to a bloody death ? 

4. The people that do know their God, are prepared ^ 
for extraordinary services, by the ordinary course of 
their service to God. 

When men are daily adding sin to sin by obstinate 
impenitence, they prepare thorns and briars to tear 
their consciences, when' an evil day comes. How 
can such men be unappalled, when they find them., 
selves placed in a situation that exposes them to 
a premature death, heavy laden with iniquities, which 
will sink them down into destruction and perdition ? 
But those who know their God, walk in the way of 
righteousness and peace. It is their daily endeavour 
to approve themselves unto God. They may stumble, 
they may fall ; but, through the grace of God, they 
rise again, and stand upright, and go on in the strength . 
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of the Lord God. They walk in the light, as God 
is in the b'ght 5 and the blood of Jesus Christ, the Son 
" of God, cleanseth them from all sin. When, through 
the power of corruption and temptation, they transgress 
the law of their God, they are enfeebled, and can do 
no exploits. Sampson sinned with Delilah, and was 
left in the hands of his enemies, who put out his two 
eyes. It is to be hoped that he sincerely repented ; 
and he was enabled, at his death, to destroy more of 
the enemies of the Lord, than he had done through 
the whole course of liis life. 

<< If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins,'* and to restore our confidence in 
his mercy. David had grievously sinned in the matter 
of Uriah, and was long feeble, and sore broken ; 
but when he acknowledged his offence, the Lord for- 
gave the iniquity of his sin, and inspired him with 
such confidence in God, that when the greater part 
of the nation had rebelled against him, he could call 
God his << shield and his glory, and the lifter up of 
his head." " I will not be afraid,** said that holy 
man, " of ten thousands of people that have set them* 
selves against me round about.'* He knew that the 
rebellion of Absalom was the chastisement of his 
great offence, but he knew that his sin was pardoned. 
<< For this cause shall every one that is godly pray 
unto the Lord in a time when he may be found. 
Surely in the floods of great waters, they shall not 
come nigh unto him,'* PsaL iii. xxxii. 

Happy are they who are enabled to walk without 
stumbling in God's ways ; and happy ate they who, 
having stumbled, are recovered to repen tance ; for 
« the eyes of the Lord are upon the rJ^monSf^A 
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his cars are open unto their cry." They are compassed 
about with his favour as with a shield. Darid, in 
his great deliverances, saw God's gracious acceptance 
of his works. Tliese deliverances were the fruits of 
God's love ; but they were likewise answers to "his 
prayers, and gracious rewards of his endeavours to 
please God. « He delivered me, because he delighted 
in me. , The Lord rewarded me according to my righ- 
teousness ; according to the cleanness of my hands 
hath he recompensed me.** 

All that know their God, have learned to keep up an 
intercourse with him by prayer ; and in the time of 
distress and danger, they pray more earnestly. Great 
are the victories which prayer hath obtained. Let sol- 
diers read the history of the wars of Joshua with the 
Amalekites and Canaanites, the history of the wars of 
the Judges of Israel, of David, of Asa, of Jehoshaphat, 
of Hczekiah, of Abijah the son of Rehoboam, of the 
Reubenites, and Gadites, and half-tribe of Manassehy 
with the Hagarenes, that they may learn the value of 
prayer. It is a shield and a sword, of which we may 
say, as David said of the sword of Goliath, <« There is 
none like it," Exod. xv. Josh. vii. Judges throughout. 
Psal. xviii. 2 Chron. xiii. xiv. xx. xxxii. Isa. xxxvii. 

War is one of God's sore judgements inflicted upon 
nations for their sins. Those who know their God are 
mourners for the dishonour done to God by rtie sins of 
the land ; they humble themselves under his mighty 
ha4id. Those who thus glorify God when others disho- 
nour him, are the persons diiefly marked out for safety, 
and are often honoured to be tlte presenters of thefr 
country, Ezra, v. Josh. vii. Amos, vii.-^We may 
therefore observe, ^ 
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5. That the people who do know their God are 
strong to do exploits, because God is their helper. 

The Lord is good unto all, but he loves all that 
walk in his ways. " He is their arm every morning, 
their salvation also in the day of trouble." How were 
all the heroes of Israel, in ancient times, enabled to do 
those mighty works for which they are held in ever- 
lasting remembrance ? The Lord was with them. 
They were strong in his strength. He protected them 
by the shield of his salvation. Thus they did great 
things, and prevailed against all their enemies. By 
his strength, Jonathan, with one companion, attacked 
a whole garrison, and put to flight the great army of 
the Philistines. By God, David was enabled to kill 
the giant that seemed himself to be an army. << By 
thee," says that holy man, " I have run through a 
troop, and by my God have I leaped over a wall," 
Psal. Kviii. 

Although we are 'not now to expect iniraculous in- 
terpositions of divine providence, yet the manage- 
ment of all affairs is, as much as ever, under the di- 
rection of the providence of God, which will suffer 
none of his promises to fail of their accomplishment. 
God is as really and effectually our protector, as he 
was the saviour of David, and of Abraham. Have 
we turned to God through Christ Jesus, from every 
evil way ? Then he is our God for ever and ever ; 
he will be our guide even unto death 5 and when we 
walk through the valley of the shadow of death, we 
need not fear any evil. He will be with us : he will 
help us : he will strengthen us : he will uphold us with 
the right-hand of his righteousness, Isa. xli. Psal. xxiii. 

What 
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What shall we do as the conclusion of the whole 
matter ? 

1. Seek the knowledge of God. Let those who yet 
know not God seek the knowledge of his excellency^ 
of his grace, of his wilL Let those who know thj 
Lord seek more and more of that precious knowledge^ 
which will prepare them to encounter every danger, 
to perform the hardiest duties, and to endure every 
evil occurrence. You surely desire eternal Mfe j but 
this is life eternal, to know the Lord, the only true- 
God, and Jesus Christ whom he hath sent. 

Use the means of knowledge with which God hath 
furnished you in great plenty. Pray for the Spirit of 
wisdom and revelation, tagive eflScacy to the means* 
Improve^ in holy practice, that knowledge which you 
have obtained; and endeavour to spread the good 
knowledge of the Lord around you„ that your friends 
and neighbours may, with you, glorify your Father 
who is in heaven, Prov. ii» 1. — 9. Eph. i. 16. 17. - 

2. If any of you say that you know God, consider 
By what course of actions you ought to verify yout 
pretensions ; for if you say that you« know God, and 
ke^p not his oommandments, you are Jiars^. 

Great exploits were done by the heroes of God'l 
people. Great exploits were performed by the holy 
martyrs. Tou may not be called to walk in their 
steps, but you must walk in the same spirit. Tour 
knowledge must not sleep in your bosoms, but appear 
in such works as God requires from you, in your re* 
apective stations and circumstances. Works must be 
done by you, which none can do unless God be with 
him. 

You. must cut off. right hands and right feet, when 
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they make you to offend. You must crucify the 
flesh, with the affections and lusts. You must' wrestle 
with mightier enemies than flesh and blood. You 
must overcome the world. The fearful shall have 
their part in the lake of fire burning with brimstone. 
The overcomer alone shall sit down with Christ on his 
throne, even as he overcame, and sat down with his 
Father on his throne. 

But how shall you fight the good fight of faith ? 
How sharti you obtain the victory, in a contest so un- 
equal, of flesh and blood with spiritual wickednesses ? 

The scripture teaches us how we ought to fight 
this good fight. It is the fight of faith. We must 
resist the devil, stedfast in the faith, says Peter^ 
1 Peter, y. We must overcome the world by faith, 
says John, 1 John, v. 4. We mubt by faith in the 
cross of Christ mortify our sinful lusts, Rom. vi« 
3."*— 6'. 

To faith we must join hope, righteousness, truths 
and other Christian graces, which are spiritual wea« 
pons given us by God to fight his battles, £ph. vi» 

The word of God is a magazine of spiritual wear 
pons, by which we may be enabled to repel every 
attack of our enemies. The martyrs overcame by 
the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their 
testimony. Christ himself conquered the wicked 
one in the desart by the word of truth, leaving us an 
example that we should follow his steps, Matth. iv. 
1 10. 

3. To .animate us to such exploits as we may be 
called to perform, let us call to remembrance the ex* 
ploits performed by believers in ancient times. Paul 
puts us in mind of the many mighty works done 
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through faith, that wc may be ready, when we are 
called by divine, providence, to follow their example* 
Are you called to practise virtue and holiness, amidst 
the opposition to be expected from a crooked and per- 
verse generation ? Remember Noah, who maintain- 
ed his integrity in the midst of a whole world in arms 
against God. Are you called to forsake your country 
and your friends for works of piety ? Remember 
Abraham. Remember the same blessed patriarch, when 
you are called to resign to God the dearest in your 
family. When you are called to encounter death, the 
kst enemy, remember those patriarchs who died in 
faith, not having received the promises, but having 
seen them afar off. 

Are you called to risk your lives in battle ? Re- 
member Abraham, who, with a little army, fought 
bravely and successfully against four victorious kings, 
to rescue his beloved nephew. If you fight against 
the enemies of your country, you fight for nearer re- 
lations than nephews ; for all that are dear to you in 
the flesh, and for many that are dear to you in the 
Lord. Remember Joshua, who spent many of his 
years in fighting for his people. He had good encou- 
ragement from God to fight against the kings of Ca- 
naan. " The Lord said to him. As I was with Mose^ 
so will I be with thee j I will not fail thee, nor forsake 
thee." -But have not we the same encouragement to 
undertake every perilous duty to which we may ^ be 
called ? Is not the very promise made to Joshua 
recorded as a ground of faith to us ? So we are 
taught by the apostle Paul, Heb. xiii.*.— 7. If you 
claim the benefit of this promise, forget not* the 
direction with which it is accompanied : «« Only hi ' 

r- I thou 
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tlxbu strong and very courageous, that thou mayest ob- 
serve to do according to all the law which Moses my 
servant commanded thee. Turn not from it to the 
Tight hand or to the left, that thou mayest prosper 
whithersoever thou goest," Josh. i. 

Time would fail us to speak of the wars of Gideon, 
of Bar^k, of Jephtha, of David, of Asa, of Heze- 
kiah, and of many other eminent men, whose^ ex- 
amples are recorded in the Bible. They fought, and 
they conquered by faith. Their memorial shall be 
everlasting ; and their example will be followed by 
the lovers of God, and of his word, as far as duty 
calls, Heb. xi. 34. — xii. 1. 

4. Those who are barren and nnfruitful in the 
knbwledge of God ought to consider their ways. 

Although you are not all called to do military ex- 
ploits, you are all called to serve God in your stations; 
and if you say tha^you know God, you ought to do 
sucL works as are not to be expected from them that 
know him not. 

Consider what those duties are which God requires 
from persons in your stations and circumstances, what 
duties particular emergencies may require, and how 
you may contribute to the good works which you 
cannot perform in person. 

You cannot go as missionaries to spread the light 
of the gospel among the heathens j but you may be 
fellow-helpers to them by your contributions and 
prayers. You are not called to the field of battle ; but 
you may assist the defenders of your country by your 
chearful payment of those taxes that are necessary for 
their support, and by youT prayers to Go d _that he 
may cover their heads in the day of batth 
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All that know the Lord love him. All that love 
him will desire to approve their love by those works 
that are pleasing in his sight ; nor will they grudge to 
sacrifice their ease, their credit, their comfort, in his 
service. Even life itself ought not to be held fast 
when God requires it. Abraham chearfully parted 
with what was dearer to him than his own Ufe, the 
life of his beloved Isaac, when God demanded him 
for a sacrifice. If we call ourselves the children of 
Abraham, let us walk in his steps. 

But, if we are averse to every self-denying duty, 
we are not Abraham's children, and our pretensions 
to the knowledge of God are a delusion. Jehoiakim, 
king of Judah, was convicted of ignorance of God, 
by his opposite behaviour to his father, Jer. xxii. 
Let us therefore try our knowledge of God by its 
fruits. If we bring forth no good fruit, we know 
not the Lord in tri^th. Our ignorance of God will 
be still more evident, if we bring forth much bad 
fruit. " The tree is known by its fruits ; and every 
tree that bringeth not forth good fruit, is hewn down, 
and cast into the fire." 

Exploits in the service of Satan indicate not only 
ignorance of God, but enmity against him. << Cleanse 
your hands, ye sinners ; purify your hearts, ye double- 
minded." Seek the pardon of all your iniquities 
through Christ. Turn from your evil ways, and 
from your unrighteous thoughts. Cease to do evil, 
learn to do well. Our prayer for you is, " that you 
may be filled with the knowledge of God's will, in 
all wisdom and spiritual understanding, that you 
might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, 

being 
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l)ting fruitful in every good work, and increasing in 
the knowledge of God" 

You must not imagine that the best means will 
^ve you the saving and sanctifying knowledge of 
God, without divine illumination. Many heard the 
discourses of him who came from the bosom of the 
Father to reveal him unto us, and yet continued 
blind to the light of the knowledge of the glory of 
God. Use means of knowledge with diligence, but 
f rust not to your use of means. Christ is our teacher 
by his word and Spirit. We must not expect the 
teaching of his Spirit without his word; and we must 
not expect saving knowledge from his word without 
his JSpirit. « I am the OLord thy God, which teach- 
eth thee to profit. They shall all know me, from the 
lea$t of them to the greatest of them." Many such 
promise* sare given us, to encourage us to trust in 
Christ as our Prophet, and to pray that God may 
open Our eyes, that we may behold wonderful things 
out of his law. 

Happy are all they who are taught the good know- 
ledge of God by his Spirit, from his word. *V A 
wise man is strong ; yea, a man of knowledge in« 
creaseth strength ; for, by wise counsel, thou shalt 
Miake thy war." T/iey l/iat know their God sliall be 
strongs and do exploits* 

« There are some," says Paul, << that have not the 
knowledge of God ; I speak this to your shame.'* 
There are some of the military order, as well as men 
of other descriptions, that have not the knowledge of 
God. None know God who dare to profane his 
name by needless oaths and execrations. Long have 
our soldiers been in disgrace amongst the nations of 

Digitized by LaOOQ II * 



360 THE INFLUENCE OF RELIGION 

Europe for this abominable practice of profane swear- 
ing. Several hundred years ago, in the days of Joan 
d* Arc, they were known by a name of ignominy, 
taken from this vile habit. It is now high time to set 
our nation free from this disgrace* Gentlemen would 
reckon themselves degraded by the language of the pit* 
Ought not the king's servants to behave like gentle- 
men? 

Do they reckon it a Sign of bravery to use freedom 
with the name of God Almighty ? If this is bravery, 
I will tell you another way in which you may distin- 
guish your courage, by shewing that you fear neither 
God nor man. Speak contemptuously of yout king* 
Let his name be treated by you with as much con- 
tempt as ever you shewed • to the name of God Al- 
mighty* Why do you not make it evident that you 
fear the gallows as little as the lake of fire and brim- 
stone ? 

But if you love your king, testify your love By be- 
having as he wishes you to behave. He is a known 
enenty to profaneness and immorality. 

It is well known, that the greatest libertines in 
the absence of danger, are commonly the greatest 
cowards when it is near. And none are more likely 
to prove cowards in the day of battle, than those who 
set God at defiance in days of tranquillity. Some 
talk of a ghost that appeared to Marcus Brutus before 
the battle of Philippi, and said to him, " I will meet 
thee again at Philippi." What if your oaths, like so 
many ghosts, should meet your consciences in the 
day of battle, and tell you, that every bullet receives 
its direction from him whom you have wantonly made 
your enemy ? 

oo.zed.yGo(^Kentiou8 
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Licentious behaviour with the female sex is a charge 
which has been too justly brought against some mili- 
tary men. How inhuman is it to deprive poor vir- 
ginsy if not of lifei ot that which is neces&ary to 
make life life ! If, by exposing them to contempt, 
and to all the torments of shame and remorse, you 
embitter their days, you give a deadly stab to»their 
reputation, to their peace, to their souls. You are 
expected to kill our enemies, not our friends j to kill 
diose men that seek our ruin, not those women whose 
good oiEces are necessary to the comfort of our lives. 

The true knowledge of God, and of his Son Jesus 
Christ, would inspire you with detestation of every 
vice; Seek the knowledge of the Lord, that you 
may be preserved from all those evils which woul^ 
weaken your hands for battle, and £11 you with tor- 
menting dread of that world into which a mortal 
wound would convey you. Be not ashamed of the 
fear of God. Be ashamed of the base cowardice 
wiiidi disgraces those who are not valiant foi^tht 
truth upon the earth. 
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THE IMPROVEMENT TO BE MADE OF 
THE ALARM OF WAR. 

« 

4 SERMON PREACHED iFTER THE LATE FALSE ALARM 
IN THE SOUTH OF SCOTLANJ). 



Jek. iv. 19. 

My bowels, my bowels ! I am pained ai my vary heart i 
my heart maketb a noise in me ;^ I- cftm^ot bold my 
peace, because thou hast heard, my soul / the soufld 
of the trumpet^ the alarm of. war. 

You have perhaps heard of the philosopher's 
stone, by which every thing th^^ it torched was tc 
be turned into gold. Some men of learning have 
spent much money and time in vam attempts to find 
out this fanciful secret But religion furnishes us 
with a secret of infinitely greater value^ It teaches, 
us to turn the worst things we can meet with into 
means of promoting our holiness. The least portion 
of true holiness is of more worth tham all the gold 
in a thousand mines : and, by afflictions, tribioiations, 
terrors, wars, and rumours of war, duly improved, 
vwe are made par^takers of God's holiness. J^emiah, 
if you read him with due attention, will Instruct you 
what improvement you ought to make oi the sound 
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of the trumpet, and the alarm of war. If we comply 
with the exhortations addressed to us, as well as to 
the people of ancient times, by this holjr man, we 
will bless 6od thousands of ages hence, that ever we 
heard of those evils which at present fill our minds 
with terror. 

He speaks, in this chapter, of a full wind that was 
to come from the wilderness against God's people, 
not to fan nor to cleanse, but to destroy ; of armies 
that were to come from a far country, and to give 
forth their voice against the cities of Jtidah. We 
hear of great armies from a land not far distant, .that 
give forth their voices against us, calling themselves 
the Army of England, because they are destined to 
invade and destroy us. 

It will serve nq great purpose to exclaim against 
these children of violence and rapine, who breathe 
out threatenings against their innocent neighbours. 
Let us rather turn our complaint against ourselves, as 
we are instructed to do by the prophet : « Thy way 
and thy doings have procured these things unto thee ; 
this is thy wickedness, because it is bitter, because it 
reacheth unto thine heart," Jer, iv, IB, 

Was Jeremiah an enemy to his country, when h^ 
. laid the blame of the calamity upon his own people, 
and lifted up hb voice like a trumpet, to declare un- 
to them their transgressions, and the miseries which 
they were doomed to suffer i Many reproached him. 
He was once seized, and imprisoned as a traitor. 
But he was a warmer friend to his country than the 
king himself, or any of those who accused him» The 
dangers and miseries of his country were de^^J^elt 
and lamented by him. Mi/ bowels^ my ^ 
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pained at my very heart ; mg heart maketk a now in 
-mis I cannot hold ny peace. Hi» grief was very bit- 
ter. It pierced his boweU like a sword. His animal 
frame was put into a violent cominotioR by the an- 
guish of his spirit. He could not coqtain his sorrowsi 
but was forced to cry out in the bitterness of hb souU 
The language in which be expresses his sorrows is al« 
most the same with that wfakfa Isaiah and Jeremiah 
put into the mouths of die Moabites, when they are 
introduced^ bewailing die utter desolation of their na« 
tive land : << 'Wherefore, my bowels shall sound like 
an harp for Moab, and nune mward parts for Kiz^ 
xesh/' Isa. xvi. Jer. xhriii. 

I cannot hold tmf peace* Why don lie cry eut for 
^c^row ? Because thou hast heard^ O wy soul ! the lound 
of the trumpet f the alarm of xuar. The trumpet was 
not yet sounded by the CbaideanSi or die Jews, yet 
the prophet heard the sound of it* It reached not on* 
ly his ears, but his sooL The Lord God opened his 
ears, by the spirit of prophecy, to hear it y for things 
to come are things present to him who ^ dedareth 
the end from the beginning, and from anci^. times 
the things that are not yet done.** 

We too have heard die sound of the trumpet, and 
die alarm of war. It was sounded in our ears by the * 
British government, when they called us loudly td 
arm in our own defence. Tlxe trumpet of war 
has long been sounding in our ears from the coasts 
of France and Holland. Last week we heard the 
sound of the trumpet in our streets. The people 
were troubled at midnight. Many tho^ht tkit the 
French ravagers were within a day's maarch of the 
town. The volunteers were assembled to maTcb% 
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TTieir wiTCS and friends thought that they were per- 
haps taking their last farewell. Many houses were 
filled with lamentation. Many hearts were torn with 
secret anguish. This particular alarm ha^ happily 
turned out ungrounded j but the danger is not at an 
tnd. Our tranquillity is, by divine mercy, lengthened 
out. And let us not neglect those precious hours that 
are yet left us, for preparing to meet our God in the 
way of his judgements^ I shall say scnnething, 

I Of hearing the sound of the trumpet. 
- U. Of the impression of grief which the hearing- 
of tMs sound should make. 

III. Of die improvement we ought to make of the 
sound of the trumpet^ and of the alarm of war. 

I. Of hearing t&e aound of the tirumpet^ and the 
alarm of war. 

1. "We ought to have our ears open to the voice of 
God in the dispensations of his providence. << The 
Lord's voice," says Micah, « crieth unto the city, 
and die man of wisdom will see thy name : Hear ye 
the rod, and who hath appointed it," Mic. vi. 9. 
Our Lord charges it as an inexcuseable and pernio 
cious folly in the generation widi which he lived, 
that they knew the signs of the weather, and could 
tell in the evening or morning, whether the weather 
of the coming day would be foul or fair, but did not 
know the signs of the times, Matth. xvi. Solomon 
. ascribes a great part of the miseries of mankind to 
, their ignorance of their times : « Because man knpw- 
eth not his time, he is like fishes taken ir 
or birds caught in the snare." 
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Wars in oar country have usually been less attend- 
ed to than in any other country upon earth. The 
sea separates us from our enemies. They* have not 
set foot on our island in the days of the greatest part 
of US; and we have not often been roused by the 
fears of an invasion. The effects of war upon most 
individuals of the common people have been only a 
diminution of trade, and a gradual augmentation of 
taxes ^ and great multitudes are too selfish to pay muck 
regard to the public concerns, when they see little pre- 
sent danger of much damage to their persons, or their 
private interests. At present, however, the most stupid 
and senseless amongst us must be infatuated, if they are 
jnot awakened to an apprehension of the threatening as* 
pect of providence. Vast armies are collected by our 
enemies, with a professed design ofinvading our peace- . 
ful shores. Incredible numbers of vessels are prepa- 
red to transport them. High winds sometknes in^ 
«pire us with anxious fears, lest those ships that 
blockade the harbours of our enemies should be scat- 
tered, and leave an open passage for the fleets and 
armies that threaten our destruction. God grant that 
none may be found amongst us like that ancient ge- 
neration of Israelites, concerning whom it is saidi 
<< He hath poured upon him the fury of his anger, 
and the strength of battle \ and it hath set htm on 
fire round about, yet he knew not 5 ^^^ it burned 
him, yet he laid it not to heart," Isa. xlii. 25^ 

2. When we hear the sound of the trumpet, and 
the alarm of war, we ought to consider the causes of 
these alarms. 

What .was the immediate cause of the alarm of last 
week, we can as yet only guess. But it is of mort 
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importance to know what the great and first cause i$ 
p{ all those dangers to which we are exposed from the 
sword of our enemies. Some will ascribe our cala. 
mities to unwise counsels in our governors. A far 
greater number will cry out loudly against French ra- 
pacity and tyranny. But religion teaches us to look 
to an angry God, as the sovereign Ruler of the 
world, who " forms light and creates darkness, who 
makes peace and creates evil: I the Lord do all 
these things,'* Isa. xlv. 7. He claims praise, not only 
for the many good, things which he bestows, but for 
die evils which he inflicts. We ol?served a day of 
thanksgiving on occasion of the late peace, and a 
^y of hiuniliation at the beginning of the present 
war. We mock God by the observance of such days^ 
ff we are not sensible of the great mercy of God in 
giving us peace, and of his displeasure in turning 
peace again into war. 

I The prophets often denounce war as a judgement 
of God against his people, or against the Gentiles, 
in p'ublisliing such thteateningSi they, for the most 
jpart, speak ©f the sins that have provoked God to 
afflict his creatures with this calamity ; and when 
they do not specify the grounds of the Lord's con- 
troversy, as in Jer. xlix. they leave no room to 
doubt that God is justly displeased. Calamities m»y 
come upon individuals, not as judgements, but as 
trials. God was moved against Job to destroy him 
without cause : but he is never moved against whole 
irations, to punish them, till they have, by their wick- 
edness, exposed themselves to his vengeance. We 
find, indeed, a singular complaint con c erning public 
calamities, Psal, xliy. The chur^0^t1^|naGsage, 
Q 4? iff^ 't explains 
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complains that God fadd bmioext her in ifar place ctf 
^Iragon), and corered her with the shadow of deadly 
although she had not dealt faheiy in his cmretiaat. 
But this consphint cannot be referred to any of diose 
periods of tiixM, of which the lustory is given tts m 
the Old Testament. If it be referred to the time <rf 
Aniiochns Epipinnes^ the integrity of the people is 
Uxhe understood only of the beharioiir of Azt rem* 
nant which continued faithful to God» when great 
im&ltttttdes of the people adopted the superstitiotts of 
the Greeks, to please their tyrant* if we refer it to 
the days of Christianity^ as Paul does, Rom. TitL Mk 
the complaint respects, not rational calamitic«^ but 
those distresses whix;h Difine Proridcaoe broaght upoft 
hifi own pecmUar people for dieir good. 

We must be wilf idly Mnd to our own bciBiTiour^ 
and to the behariour of menof aU ranks in thenttunii 
}f we doubt whether God has just reason, for our em 
at present, not only to threaten, but to punish ta with 
his Tengeance* We ought to wonder at his forbear* 
ance, that he has not long since OHised die ewocd 
to reach unto the v^ole of the natioa, to avenge the 
ijuarrel of his covenant. 

S« The probable or possible consequences of these 
alarms of war ought to come under our view, when 
v0t hear the sound of the trumpet^ and the alarm of 
war. 

We cannot, mdecd, tell with certainty what will 
be the event of the present dispute ; hut we know 
what miseries this scourge of war has brought upon 
nations, in former times, and in our own times. 
The scripture often calls upon us to learn -from the 

fate 
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fats of Other nations, what we may expect vrhen God 
rises up out of his place to punish us for our trans- 
gFesstont* We have long enjoyed peace within our 
borders ; and therefore we are disposed to think^ 
that we shall never see gan^ients rolled in blood. But 
what nation ever enjoyed perpetual peace ? The sea 
did not always preserve our fathers from successful 
invasions. The Romans, and after them the Saxons^ 
the Danes, and the Normans, conquered the south 
parts of Britain, and spread slaughter and desolation^ 
misery and horror, amongst its inhabitants. A con- 
siderable part of North Britain was frequently deso- 
lated. by the English. Through the mercy of God^ 
we have enjoyed tranquillity so long, that we seldom 
diink of the af&iction and the misery endured by the 
men who lived in ancient days; and I hope in God,, 
diat w« will not see such times as have been some- 
limes seen even in Ais favoured island. Yet who 
can assure us that* we shall be entirely exempted from 
sharing in those calamities which have afflicted many 
nations of Europe, even in our* own days ? Why are^ 
so vigorous preparations made for our defence, if 
diere is no danger?. Ydu applaud the wisdom and 
activity of governmenti.for putting the nation into 
sfwih a state of preparation for an invading enemy. 
But in approving, these measures, we condemn oufu 
selves,, if we are not prepared, according to the di- 
rections giv«i us in the word of God, for thpse evils 
that may, for aught we know, befaQ ourselvesw 

We are not required, bat forbid^er^ to take any 

anxious diought about the things of to-morfow 5 but 

we are commanded to be prepared for nweting our 

God, when he threatens us with correction for our 
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iniquities. We know not what evil shall be on th^ 
earth, or what evil -shall be in our land | but ^' the 
prudent^man foreseeth the evil" that may come, « and 
hideth himself/' 

We know not what God will be pleased to do j 
but we know what our sins deserve, and, through the 
mercy of God, we are informed how those evils wMch 
we deserve mayjbe averted. When we make that 
preparation which religion enjoins against possible 
evils, if these evils should not overtake us, we are no 
losers, but gainers. The fear of evil has often been 
productive of much good. ** Happy is the man who 
feareth always," and especially in times when there 
is peculiar cause of fear 5 ' " but he who hardenetb 
his heart, shall fall into mischief." 

II. I NOW consider the impression which the sound 
(Df the trumpet, and the alarm of war, ought to make 
upon us. 

The bowels of the prophet were sore pained with- 
in him. He had a promise given him, (either before 
or after the time that he wrote these words), that 
« verily it should be well with him, and that the ene- 
my should intreat him well in the day of evil, and 
in the day of affliction." But his love was not con* 
fined to himself. He wept bitterly, and refused to 
be comforted, because of the miseries that were, to 
come upon his people. To selfish men all is well, 
when themselves are well. Those who love their 
neighbours as themselves, cannot be happy when 
they are surrounded with objects of pity ; and there- 
fore they are never to expect perfect happiness in this 

world, 
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world, and mu$t, in days of public misery, feel inany 
pangs to which others are strangers. 

1. Those external scenes of distress which are the 
consequences of war^ must glre pain to an heart that 
is not contracted and hardened by a reigning selfish- 
ness of spirits Such scenes presented themselves to 
the prophet's mind, at the time when he published 
this prophecy ; and they struck horror into the minds 
of all tlie remnant of the people, when they were rea- 
lized by Divine Providence. " Even the sea-monsters 
draw ottt the breast," says the prophet in his Lamen- 
tations, « they give suck to their young ones : the 
daughter of my people is become cruel, like the 
ostriches in the wilderness. The tongue of the suck- 
ing child cleaveth to the roof of his mouth for thirsty 
they ask bread, and no man breaketh* it to them*** 
The whole book of the Lamentations is an affecting 
picture of tlie miseries attendant upon war, in the- 
days of the prophet. God forbid that we should ever 
see such days as he beheld 5 and yet it is not long 
since .such days were seen in a part of the United 
Kingdom. " Are there not with us, even with us, sins 
against the Lord our God ?*' If such events should 
befall us, as have befallen many parts of Europe, and 
some parts of Asia and Africa, within our remem- 
brance, we should have no reason to complain of un- 
righteousness with God. 

2. Souls precipitated uito an eternal world, must 
awaken awful sensations in those who believe, tliat 
when the dust returns to the earth as it was, the spirit 
returns to God who gave it. 

How precious is the soul of man ! Jesus gave hi? 

own blood as a ransom for souls, How precious is 

Q6 ' ^ , the 
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the time of preparation diat God gives as for our 
entrance into a world where there are no chaQ|^ 
from erii to good ! The eternal welfare or mtaery of 
iht meanest soldier that exposes himself to jeopacdjr 
in the high places of the fields is of ififinitely greater 
importance than the rite or fall of the kingdoms of 
this world. 

We rejoice when we hear of tictories gained by 
our fleets and armies. We ought, indeed, to rejoice 
in God's goodness to our nation. Wars are too often 
necessary, and victories in just wars are great grounds 
of thanksgiving to the Almighty, << w^o giveth delive- 
rance to kings.'' But whether battles are gained or 
lost, hundreds or thousands of our fellow-men are cut 
off from aU further opportunities of hearing the gospel» 
from all further space of repentance. God « wtU 
not stretch forth his hand to the grave, although they 
cry in lus destruction," Job, xxx. 24. 

How great is that mercy which gives to sinners 
space for repentance f What have the rulers of the 
world to answer for, who, by wars that might be 
avoided, shorten the space of repentance to many of 
^ir subjects t and what tears are sufficient to de* 
j>lore the fate of those unhappy men who thought bet 
little of the eternal world in the time of their pros* 
perity, j^ are chased from this world, without time 
allowed them to lift up a single desire of their hearts 
to the God of mercy ! XfCt rumours of war urge 
your flight, O sinners I from the wrath of God, to 
that refuge which is set before you in the gospel. 
Then you will have no great reason to dread the most 
cruel enemies. They can only kill your bodies* Your 

S0td9 
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(Kxds win be bound up in the bundle of life with the 
I.ord your God. 

3« The influence that wars may have upon the in-^ 
terests of religion^ is a source of anxious concern to 
the lorers of God. 

In the Lamentations of Jeremiah for the ravages^ 
of his country, we find him bewailing, with bitter 
tears^ die desolations of their sanctuary, and the long 
intermission of their holy serrices, in which the holy 
men of ancient times placed their delight. « Jerusa- 
lem remembered in the days of her afiiction, and of 
her miseries, all her pleasant things that she had in 
the days of old, when her people fell into the hand 
of the enemy, and none did help her : the adversa* 
ries saw her, and did mock at her sabbaths.-^He hath 
Tiolently taken away his tabernacle, as if it were of a 
garden : he hath destroyed his places of the assem- 
bly. The Lord hadi caused the solemn feasts and 
sabbaths to be forgotten in Zion i and hath despised^ 
in the indignation of his anger, the king and the 
priest* The Lord hath cast off his altar ; he hath ab« 
horred his sanctuary. He hath given up into the 
hand of the enemy, the ¥ralls of her palaces ^ diey 
have made a noise in the house of the Lord, as in the 
day of a solemn feast. The law is no more : her 
prophets find no vision from die Lord,", Lam. i. 9. 
H. 6. 7. 9. 

New-Testament institutions are not, lik^ some of 
the ancient institutions, confined to particular places ; 
yet religious ordinances cannot be observed without 
distraction, amidst the alarms of war. The example^ 
of profligate soldiers, of whom too many are to be 
found in every nation^ are of a corrupting influence. 
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Amidst the ravages of war, even in our own time^^ 
we have too often heard of the alienation or destro^^ 
tion of houses ordinarily employed in the services of 
religion. Should God, in his wrath, refuse us his" 
help against those who threaten the subversion of our 
liberties, M^ho can foresee, what dismal consequences 
in the state of religion would ensue ? It is the boast 
of the present age, to allow religious liberty in its^ 
utmost extent, to all j>eaceable members of society. But 
very different views are entertained concerning the 
rights of conscience, and its liberty may be cruelly in^ 
vaded by men who intend, perhaps, no more than the^ 
preservation of their own authority in civil matters. 
If the news-writers give us a just account of the liber** 
ty allowed to Protestants in France, it extends, indeed^ 
to the ordinances of .worship, but not to those which 
respect the government and discipline of the church.. 
Church-courts must meet only wheij the First Consul 
pleases, and their decisions must be subjected to his- 
review- Our consciences, .duly instructed, must ini- 
pel us to observe pure and entire the ordinances of 
church-government and discipline, as well as the or- 
dinances of Christian worship* So we are taught in 
the second commandment, as it is explained in, the 
received standards of our church. If our government 
allowed us no more liberty of conscience than is allow- 
ed by the government of France, according to tUs 
account of it, I would probably consider it as my dttty 
to seek liberty of conscience in a foreign land. .. 

4. Gk>d's indignation, apparent in the alarms of war* 
ought to impress every mind with deep concern. 

When God causes his face to shine upon his people^ 
it is not difficult for them to endure the strokes of 
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his hand. Bat thfey tremble at the thought of rebukes 
in God's anger, and chastisements in his hot displea- 
sure. Jeremiah, ia the name of the church, earnestly 
deprecates such corrections: « O Lord, rebuke nte, 
but with judgement, not in thine indignation, lest 
thou bring me to nothing." 

Nothing can be a sign of a more hardened spirit, 
than a mind tranquil and fearless under plain evidences 
of divine displeasure, whether against the whole land, 
or against individuals. " Shall a trumpet be blown 
in the city, and the people not be afraid ? Shall there 
be evil in a city, and the Lord hath not done it ? The 
- lion hath roared, who will not fear i" What is the 
roaring of a lion to the least indications of the wrath 
of God? " If he giveth quietness, who can make 
trouble ? If he hideth his face,, who then can behold 
him, whether it be done against a nation, or against 
a man only ?** 

III. I PROCEED now to show what improvement is 
to be made of the sound of the trumpet, and of the 
alarm of war. 

You that have undertaken to bear arms in the de- 
fence of your country, did well in showing your 
readiness to march at the first appearance of danger. 
You are entitled to thanks from us all, for your chear- 
ful appearance at your standards, in the day whem 
.danger was apprehended. Enlisted in the service of 
* your king, you must still be ready to obey his com- 
mands, intimated by the officers set over you. But 
remember, -that the Geid of heaven is entitled to a. 
r^iiier and more imphcit obedience than afiy king 
upon earth. You are disloyal and mutinous, if you 
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refuse to march wfae» you are called by your officers^, 
who have the king's commission to require and direct 
your senrice. Tou are impious, if you refuse to h^r 
the voice of God crying to yo9 in his wofd and pro* 
▼idence, to depart from all iniquity, and to make God 
himself your refuge in the time of danger 

But I address myself to all in generali and call upon* 
you, 

1. To* consider ^ur ways, and to kiquire how far^ 
you are chargeable with those provocations of the di- 
vine majesty, which expose us to danger from our 
enemies. We ought to mourn for die sins of the 
land ; and, alas ! wUthersoeTer we turn our eyes, we^ 
wiH see, that, if our heads were waters, we could 
not sufficiently bewail, with our tears, the sins that 
may justly bring upon us the punishment of the sword. 
But, let us begin with oursehpes* We must be can* 
did and cautious in judging, others, strict in judging; 
ourselves, that we may not be judged. 

Nothing can be a more dangerous sy m pt om , in the* 
time of public danger, than setf*conceit. <^ I will- 
plead with thee,^ says God to his ancient people, 
*< because thou sayest, I have not sinned.** When 
God (threatens judgements, he observes our b^a« 
viour. He returns and repents, wiien men are ready 
to acknowledge their ofiences, and to forsake them: 
but, woe to those who are at ease in their sins^ and 
never inquire what are the causes of die Lord's coji* 
tendings with them. << I have hearkened and heard,** 
says God by Jeremiah, ^ but ttey s^tkt not aright; 
No man repented of his wiihedness, s af^, "^^^lat 
*ave I done ?** God expected that they wMM eieb 
say, What have I done i but there was nope tifeit 
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used this peAiteiit lai^;iuige/ Tbejr all took it for 
gcantttd, ehfaer diat k was a chance vhich happened 
to them, or that^ if am was the cause of their misery^ 
It was not their own sin^ but the sins of other men^ 
Jer* iti* 1$. viii. 6. 

Do not think that your reUgtous professions and 
practice is a sufficient pioof of your own innocence* 
Remember what our prophet says, chap. vi. 20. •< Ta 
what purpose cometh there unto me incense from 
Shebai and the swe^ cane from a far country i Your 
bumt.offerings are not acceptable^ nor your sacrifices 
sweet unto me/' 

To endeatour to ceconcile religion with the indul- 
gence of socae fsTourite lustf is an attempt to recon- 
cile Christ with Bdial. The provocations of those 
who, by profession sad the enjoyment of external 
privilege, are God's sons and daughters, are, above 
all others, ofiensive and dishonourable to him. The 
eyes of his glory are provoked by those who draw 
near to him with their mouths, and rebel against him 
in their ordinary practice. Moses, by the spirit of 
prophecy, tells us, that when his pec^Ie forgot the 
Lord that formed them, « The Lord saw it, and was 
displeased because of the provoking of his sons and 
of his daughters, and he said, I will hide my face 
from them ; I will see what their end will be,** 

2. We ought to humble ourselves before God, on 
account of our iniquities. An unaffecting apprehen* 
ston of our iniquities is a token of extreme hardness of 
Iwart. To confessour sins without sorrowfor the oiaFence 
we have given to God, is not to honour God, but to 
insult him* Observe in what manner fixra and Da-. 
luel bewailed and confessed their own iniquities, and 
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the iniquities of their people, Ezra, ix. Dati. k. Thejr 
presented unto Cod, in their confessions, the sacrifice 
of a broken and contrite heart. " A broken^ and a con- 
trite heart, thou, O Lord, wilt not despise.'* How 
well God was pleased wiih the contrition of these holy 
mefi, is apparent from the commission which he gives 
them to record thc»r penitent confessions in- his word 
as a pattern to us. . 

It is^ reckoned a very unpleasant exercise to mourn $ 
and jFet it b more unpleasant tK>t to mourn, when there 
is good reason for iu What would we think of » 
child that did not mourn when his father was justly 
clis{)leased with him i We would think that he was 
esrscd with a disposition that totally disqualified him 
for enjoying the sweetest pleastues that man can^ taste* 
By this similitttde the scriptum teaches us, how un^ 
iiatuml a thing insensibility to the chastisements of the 
divine faatKl oaght to be reputed, Numb. ziL 14.* 

Isaiah speaks of an awful day in Jerusalem, when 
there was a greater concourse to the hoose-tops A^n 
we saw in our streets on the night of. our alarm. 
TI^ people not only heard of invaders, but saw them 
in the vicinity of their capital. «< £Iam bare the 
quiver, and Kir uncovered the shield. The choicest 
valleys were full of chariots^ and the horsemen set 
themselves in array at the gates j for it was a day of 
trouble, and of treading down, and of perplexity 
from the Lord God of hosts, in the valley of viaon..** 
Mighty preparations were made for tVe. defence of the 
eity^ but there was one kind of preparation misenu 
bly neglected: and God was so highly displeased) 
that he would not turn away his wrath from those 
who were chargeable with the omission^ <« In thsft 
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day did the Lord God of hosts call to weeping, and to 
mourning, and to baldness, and to girding with sack- 
cloth; and behold, joy and gladness, slaying oxen, 
and killing ^eep, eating flesh, and drinking wine : 
Let us eat and drink, for to-n?orrow we shall die." 
What was the harm of killing sheep and oxen, land 
eating their flesh ? Did not God give all Noah's pos- 
terity, with himself, a right to eat flesh ? True. But 
there is a time to eat, and a time to fast ; a time to 
rejoice, and a time to mpum ; a time to feast, and a 
time to refrain from feasting. If we indulge our- 
selves in intemperate eating and drinking at any time, 
God i$ highly displeased with our abuse of his good 
creatures. If we employ that time in riotous eating 
of fleshy and in drinking wine out of bowls, which 
we are loudly called by God to employ in mourning 
for our sins, we walk contrary to God, and proveke 
him to walk contrary to us. " It was revealed in 
mine ears,*' says the prophet, ** by the Lord of hosts, 
Surely this iniquity shall not be purged from you till 
you die, saith the Lord God of hosts.*^ 

The people of Israel^ in the days of Amos, were 
no less devoted to intemperance, and unseasonable 
pleasures, than the men of Judah. The chiefs of th^ 
two nations to whom the house of Israel came, were 
at ease, and lived in pleasute $ drinking wine in 
bowls, and anointing themselves with the chief 
.ointments, and inventing to themselves instruments 
of music, like David. What was the consequence 
of their licentious mirth, in the time of the affliction 
of Joseph ? *« ITiey shall go captive^ saith the Lord, 
with the first that go captive, and the banquet of 
jbem that stretch themselves shall be.renxoved." . / 
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These men were very unlike Uriah. He would not 
sd much 813 go to his own house to enjoj lawful do- 
mestic pleasuresy whilst his lord Joab| and Israel^ lay 
in tents at the siege of Rabbah, 2 Sam. xii. 

If you refuse to humble yourselves under the hand 
of God, he can easily humble you by his providence.. 
«♦ Blessed are they that mourn, for Aey shall be com- 
forted." « Woe to them that laugh** at the time when 
God loudly calls them to mourning, ^ for their Joy 
•hall be turned into heaviness.'* 

I cannot, at present, enlarge upon the niany causes 
for mourning, which we will find, upon a due exa- 
mination of our own ways, and a candid, observa- 
lion of the ways of all ranks of men in our nation. 
Consider the causes for which God punished sinful 
nations la ancient times. Has he not the same or 
fike causes to {Mtnish us f Swearing, lying, stealfngi^ 
and committing adultery, murder, licentious reveU 
lings, pride, abundance of idleness,, are every whete- 
to be seen. 

Consider the aggravations of our sins. We have 
broken the most sacred engagements, of a public or 
private nature.. We have dealt ungratefully with a 
gracious God, who has been the saviour (^ Britain i!i> 
times past,. The light of the knc^rledge of God, and 
c^ his gospel, and of his law, shines^ clearly in our 
land. But neither the wrath revealed against the un« 
righteousness and ungodliness of men, nor the rich- 
grace revealed in the gospel,, have been sufficient to 
restrain us from the works of iniquity. 

Consider the causes for which Christ threatened 
his judgements to the churches of Ephe^s, of Sardis, 
of Laodicea* Have we not degenerated from our 
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first love, that love to the truths, the ordinances, the 
ways of Christ, thafr operated powerfully upon Qurfa» 
thers, in diiFerent periods of the reformation ? The 
church of Ephesus laboured much, and discovered 
much patience and steadiness in the cause of Christ ; 
and yet because she left her first love„ he threatened 
to remove her cMidkstick out of its place. But it is 
to be feared, that we are chargeable with the defects, 
and loLVQ little claim to the commendatiofls of this 
churchy Are we not more like to the churches of 
Sardis or Laodii^ea f God might justly inflict upon 
us all those judgements that came upon the churches 
of Asia for their defections. « AU the churches shaH 
know," satys Christ, ^'^ that I am he which seardieth 
the hearts, and tri^ the reins, to gire to every mm. 
according to his work." Let us hundjle ourselves to 
the dust, and confess that it is owing to his infinite 
patience, that the sword has not already been bathed 
in our blood. 

S. Supplications for pardoning and reforming grace,^ 
ou^t to accompany our hunuliation. ^ When Amos 
had a view of some terrible judgements presented be^ 
fore his eyes, he said, " Forgive, O Lord 1 By whom 
shall Jacob arise, for he is small i" and the Lord tt^ 
pented at the voice of his supplication : << This shall 
not be," said the L^d. In the wiiole history of Is* 
rael, we find that the Lord is a God of pardons. 
How often did he forgive the sifts of his people, and 
turn away from the fierceness of his wrath at the 
voice of supplications ! Exod.xxxii. Neh. ix. J 7. 

We ought to pray, not only that judgomaits may 
be averted, but that all ranks may b e turn ed to die 
Lord, by the power of him who t^^j^BW^uingod. 

iiuess 
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Kness from Jacob. « Turn «8, and we shall be 
turned. Turn u$^ O God offbur salvation ! and 
cause thy face to shine upon us, and we shall be 
safe." 

Who knows what God may do in answer to ike 
prayers of one, or of many of his humble petitioners ? 
God hath not forbidden us, as he did Jeremiah^ to 
lift up prayers to him, for the people amongst whom 
we dweU. We are greatly encouraged to pray, by 
the many examples of successful petitioners for pub- 
lic mercies in scripture. The ways oC God are ever* 
lasting. He delights in mercy^ He pute words into 
our mouth for imploring his mercy. He hath left us 
many promises of merciful returns to our prayers, 
that we may be encouraged to come boldly to his 
throne of grace for mercy to ourselves, to our friends 
and brethren, to the church, to our king and coun* 
try. 

There is, however, one pattern of praying which 
we find twice in scripture, and which I dare not re* 
commend to your imitation ; <« Pdur out thy fury 
upon the heathen that know thee not, and upon the 
families that call not upon thy name." I am afraid, 
such a petition in our mouths would be a prayer 
against many of ourselves. But when will men learn 
to pray, if they seek not God in the time of public 
danger ? If ^ings, and all that are in authority, are 
entitled at all times to our prayers, ought we not to 
pray earnestly for them, prhen the lability of govern- 
ment is threatened by a nation that has destroyed i^s 
own king, and weakened the power of others ? Ought 
we not to pray for those men that must jeopard their 
lives, or. that may yet be called to expose themselves 
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♦o jeopardy, by sea 6r land, for our safety ? Ought 
we not to pray with earnestness and importunity, that 
God's anger may be turned away from our nation, 

• and that he may establish our Jerusalem, and make 
her a praise in the earth ? The ancient Israelites, 
though always disposed to revolt from God in the time 
«f prosperity, were not so hardened as to think them- 
selves above the need of God's help in the time of 
their distresses. They poured out prayers when God's 
chastening was upon them. If, throu^ the pride of 
our fates, we refuse to call upon God, we are worse 
than heathens. The men of Nineveh cried mightily 
unto the Lord, when they heard a foreign prophet pro- 
claim destruction to their city. The name of Christ 
was unknown to them, and yet they were roused to 
prayer by a sense cf danger. W« know the Media- 
tor, thrt)ugh whom our prayers may be offered up to 
God with acceptance. In his blessed name, let us 
supplicate that mercy to ourselves, an 
our nativity, which alcme can preserve 
^ay. « Cause thy face to shine upon t 
sanctuary, for the Lord's sake. O 
Lord, forgive.; O Lord, hearken and 
for thine own sake, O our God !*' 

4. We are warned by the sound of the trumpet, 
and the alarms of war, to make God our refuge, and 

. the Most High our habitation. 

Where shall we be safe in the evil day ? To. what 
.place of .*he island, or af the world, shall we flee ? 
There is no fortress that can defend us against the 
judgements of an angry God. We must flee unto 
iGod himself. David used every m ean, of safety in 

the 
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tlie tini« of his peraeeutkm. He sought proteetltti 
from the fury of his enraged eoemy ia caves or rocks i 
but the Lord was his only confidence* The deepest 
ca¥es, he knew, could not hide him, the strongest 
munitions could not protect him, if God was not hi$ 
defence. What time he was afraid, h^ trusted m 
God» aad he was xu)t confounded, PsaL snriii. xxxu 

^ Some trust in horses, and some in chariotSy" says 
the psalmist, ^ but we will remember the name of the 
liord our God*'' S(mie at present ta& of the greatness 
of our naval and military preparatbns, of the coder 
and invincible bravery of our forces. If the enemy 
should make good their landk^, say diey^ it wiU ter«> 
minate in our glory* But how do they know this i 
Is the race always to the swifty aad the battle to die 
strong, aid success in enterprises to moi of skill i 
<^ Great hosts save not a king," says the hcdy psalmist ; 
«< a mighty man is not delivered by much strengUi. 
An hmwt is a vain thing for safety." If men will not 
believe the Bible, why will they not believe dieir own 
eyes ? Do they not see in their own iffairs, aid in the 
aflairs of their friends and neighbour^, plain proofs 
that there is a Divine Pravidencei which manages aU 
afiairs, great and small i ainl that nothing can be more 
foolish than for any man to say what will be <m the 
morrow, or a year hence ? 

To trust to ourselves is the fruit of ath^m* 
If there is a God, he rules in the 9xmj of heaveut 
and amongst the inhabitantsTof the earthy and he 
does accordixig to his pleasure. He sits upcoi the 
circle of the earth, and the inhabitants thereof am 

as 
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as grasshoppers. He bringeth the princes of the earth 
to nought ; he maketh its judges as vanity. 

One cause of the ruin of the kingdom of Ephraim 
was, the confidence which the people deposed in the«*- 
selves. They had gained great victories, and acquired 
a great accession of territory, in the days of JerOboam, 
the son of Joash. From that time they hastened to 
destruction. " Ye which rejoice in a thing of nought,'* 
said God, << which say, Have we not taken to ourselves 
houses by our own strength ? But, behold, I will raise 
up a nation against you, O house of Israel ! saith the 
Lord, the God of hosts, atid they shall afflict you from 
the entering in of Hamath unto the river of the wilder- 
ness i" from the northern to the southern limits of the 
kingdom. 

Asa had a mighty army, yet he found it unequal to 
the great host which was brought against hini by Zerah» 
the king of Ethiopia. A Roman or a Grecian hero, in 
his place, would have thought a few hundreds of their 
own patriotic citizens a matdi for as many thousands 
of their enemies. Asa was perhaps as brave a man as 
some of the celebrated commanders of Greece or 
Rome; but his bravery was regulated and animated 
by true piety. He knew that the success of armies, 
- and tke issue of all battles and wars, depended on the 
good pleasure of God, to whom it is nothing to save, 
either by many, or by them that have no strength. 
In the name of his God he trusted, and gained a glo- 
rious victory, ^ Chro^. xiv. 11. 12. 

Asa and David, you will say, were eminent 'fa- 
vountes of Heaven, and wondefs were done for them, 
that will not be renewed for our benefij^^j^JSut why 
does God record the wonders ^hewj^ffor hi^^ient 
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]>eopIe ? Is it not to encoun^e hb people, in ereiy 
succeeding age, to place their confidence in lami 
The Lord Jehiirah is the Rode of ages ; his arm 4s 
«xeyer shortened, his ear is nevar heavy. 

* But die name of the Lord b a strong tower trf* de- 
lence/ some may say, < only for the ri^teous, Prov. 
xviii* 10* And we are conscious of so manyevils^ 
that we hare no reason to hope for protection from 
«liie Hoiy One, who ud^es no pleasure in wickedness, 
mnd wiU not suffer evil to dwdl widi him.' it is tnie, 
ihe Lord our God is holy ; but it is true likewise, that 
he is gracious and merciful, slow to abger, forgmn|^ 
^iniquity, transgresridn, and sin. He calls upon sin- 
iiers to come to Inm through CSirist f esns, that liiey 
may find safety under the shadow of his wings« ** llie 
<liame of the Lord is a strong tower; iixb dgh^us 
rwill run into it, and be safe." They ate the persons 
'whom God has taught to place tb^ confidence in 
him i but sinners likewise are assured of safety when 
they come to Christ* *< Him that com^idi unto me/* 
says Jesus, •* I will in no wise chst out.** 

Yo^ have perha]>s heasxl some :ridiouk>iis s^mes 
of men, that, by some magical secret, were icndei^ed 
.invulnerable in battle. You wouM nof be afraid to 
'Encounter the most formidable armies, if you were 
•masters of «uch a secret } but» if ihou canst believej 
« all things are possibfe to him that believeth**' ^He 
that liveth, aiid beUeverfi in me, ^haltnfever tKe.^ Who 
is he that can kill those who cannot die i The words, 
-you will say, must be figurativdy liiiderstood j for 
.who is the man that lii^eth, sTnd shall lidt see deariir? 
But, however they ai?$ to bfe undei^toddi ike^ are triae 
Apd faithful s^ymgs of tiie Amei^ ^ faifthgil dftd 
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fttte Witness, of him that Ilveth, and was dead, aiid 
16 alive for evermore, and holds the keys of the spiri- 
tual world, and^ of death. 

David believed in God, and in the promised Re- 
deemer. « The Lord,'' he says, " is my light, and 
iriy salvation,^ whom «hall I fear ? the Lord is die 
^trengdi of my life, of whom shall I be afraid ? 
Though aii host should encamp against me, mine heart 
stiiil not fear/' 

As the harp of David chased away the evil spirit 
from Saul,, the sweet. songs of that holy man will drive 
away fears and inquietudes from every heart that con- 
fides in the faithfulness of their divine Author. What 
€k)rtatbs,. what <^evils can hurt us, if we dwell in the 
secret place of the ^ost.High, and abide under the 
diadbw of the Almighty ? . 

YouaceoaUed to. motwroing^in days of danger, but 
not to that kind of mouxning which swallows up the 
soul. Yovi ace called to mourn, that you may rejoice ; 
to he a^icted for, your sins, that you may flee from 
wratkto Christ, and find in him safety, securityi and 
joy. . 

<^ When I heard,'' says the prophet Habakkuk, « my 
belly trembled, my lips qmvered at the voice ; rotten- 
ness entered into my bones, and I trembled in myself, 
that I might, rest in the day of trouble; when he 
con^tb up to the people, he will invade them with his 
troops. Although, the fig-tree shall not blossom, nei- 
ther shall fruit be in the Vine, the labour of tlie olive 
shall fail» and the fields shall yield no meat, the flock 
shall be cut off from the fold, and there shall be na 
herd in the stall ; yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will 
Joy in the God of my salvation,'* HayiS^^i^£^18* 
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5. The sound of the trunEipet, and the alarm of 
wari 18 a loud call to ua to cease to do eiril^ and to 
learn to do well. Our faith in God is a deliwion, if 
we hold fast our iniquities. Our faith in Chnft^ if 
it is genuine, will purify our hearts and lives. 

" It came to pass^ when the ark abode in Kirjatb^ 
jearim, for the time was kmg, that all Ae house of Is- 
rael lamented after the IxMrd ; and Samuel spake unto 
all the house of Israel, saying, If ye do return unto 
the Lord with all your lieart, then put away the 
strange gods and Ashtaroth from amongst you, and 
prepare your hearts unto the Lord, and serve him. 
only, and he will deliver you out of the hands of the 
rhilistines.'^ Iddatry was the «m by which. Au>st of 
all the people of that i^-bad provoked the Lcopd* 
Ashtaroth, it is likely, was then their favourite ids!. 
If they wished for' deltveranee frmn the Philistines, 
they must cast away all their abominations. They 
must cast away, wi(h extreme detestation, that idol 
to which they had been most attached,, and prepare 
their hearts to serve their own God only. David 
tells us, that his wonderful deliverance from the 
hands of all his enemies was the gracious reward of 
his righteousness. And what was the righteousness 
which God so highly approved ? " I was upright be« 
fote him," says the holy man, « and I kept ittyself 
from mine iniqtuty*" He. was most careful to. keep 
himself from that iniquity, which, in a special. sense, 
was his own. Thus he approved his uprightness be* 
fore God } and God's dealings with. David teach us, 
w^at expectations we may form of God^s dealings 
either with men of a like, or with men of an oppo^te 

temper,- Psal, xviii. 20.— 27. 

c 
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Some of you are servants to the king, and under 
engagesnefits to fight his battles, if you are called to 
the field* Let not your behaviour be such as may, 
itt the day of battle, damp your courage. Tcm have 
heard of the fabulous story of a ghost that appeared 
to the famous Marcus Brutus, and told that com- 
mander, that he would meet him again at Philippi, 
where he was afterwards to fight a battle, decisive of 
his own fate, and the fate of his country. The most 
terrible apparitions in the world are a man's own sins, 
brought to his recollection in a time of trouble and 
danger. Beware of actions that may meet your con- 
sciences in the day of battle. Ten thousand enemies 
set in array against you will be less dreadful than one 
sin unrepentftd of, and unpardoned. 
. But all of us are called to keep ourselves from' 
every evil thing at all times, and especially when our 
armies go out to battle, Deut. xxiii. 9 Why should 
we fight against our own defender* ? We fight against 
them, if we provoke God, by our sins, to with-hold 
his help from them. Achan committed sacrilege, and 
many of the meh of Itrael fell down slain before the 
men of Ai, although we do not find that Achan was 
in the battle } nor could the armies of Israel go forth 
again to the war, till the accursed thing was taken 
away from amongst thesw 

Many are terrified when they hear of the immense 
multitude of our enemies. One sin is more formi. 
dabbe than ten thousands of enemies, who can only 
kill the body, and who cannot even do so much with- 
out permission from Ood. 

We are exposed to danger, not only from our own 
.|)ersonal sins> but from the sins of our fellow- subjects ; 
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and therefore we ought not tmly to forsake sin, bat t<y 
use all our infiueace ^o tum other mimeirs fnon the 
error of their ways. It i» a rigiiteotia thisg.widi God, 
that those who do xwt duly oppose the prevalence of 
sin, should share in the miseries which it brings. 

We ought not only to renounce afl iniquity, but to 
live in the liabitual practice of every duty which Godi 
requires. When we do not endeavour to stand per- 
fect and complete in all the wili of God, we sin by 
the neglect of the duties which God enjoins : «' Seek 
the Lord) all y/e meek of the earth, which have 
wrought his judgement^. Seek righteousness, seeL 
meekness *, it may be ye shall he hid in the day of the 
Lord's anger.'* 

Satisfy not your^lves with* t esolutiona to do whai^ 
Cod r^uhres* When the people o£ Israeli said, ^^ All 
that thelA>rd hal^ spoken we will db>" the Lord said^ 
^ O that th^re were such aa heart in them }" Seek 
from God vbcw hearts and new spirhs. It is xmlj by 
his grace that we can either wOi or do what is' gqodl 

Think not that the eifrhoT^tationa addressed to yott 
might have been spared, because our lat^ alarm wag- 
groundless. Our danger ia not at aa end^ nor, though^ 
^n enemy should never appear on our coasts, will our. 
repentance be useless* The Lord's voice was to u?*^ 
Nineveh was not destroyed .at the time spoken of by- 
Jonah, and yet you will not say that the people of that 
place had cleaiised their hands in vain, when they 
turned from the violence that was in thmr hands. 
. They w51l rise up in judgement against those wbo call 
themselves Christians, and yet will not be persuaded, 
by a thousand sermons, and by many warning ftom 
the providence of God^ to turn from their hiiquitiesA.^ 
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The French may never be able to prosecute their 
designs. God grant they may not. But there is an- 
other enemy whom we must all encounter, and by 
-his stroke we must fall. <« There is no man that hath 
j)0wer over the spirit, to retain the spirit; neither 
hath he power in the day of death ; and there is no 
discharge in that war." Happy art those alarms, well 
or ill grounded, that awaken us to prepare for our en- 
counter with the king of terrors, Happy are they 
whom the grace of God disposes to flee from the 
wrath to come: << O death!" may such persons say, 
^« where is thy sting ? O grave ! where is thy victory ?** 
You have heard the sound of a trumpet blown by 
mortal breath. But you are one day to hear the voice 
of the archangel, and the trump of God, calling the 
-dead to arise and come to judgement. Be diligent, 
therefore, that ye may be found of your Judge in 
peace, without spot, and blameless. 

<• Behold I come," says our 'Lord, << as a thief. 
Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, 
lest he walk naked, and they see his shame. Behold, 
I come ijuickly, and my reward is with me, to give 
«very man according as his work shall be. Blessed are 
they that do his commandments, that they may have 
Tight to the tree of life, and may enter in through 
the gates into the city. Behold, I come •quickly. 
Even so, come. Lord Jesus." 

FINIS. 
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